British troops guard Basra: behind them the city bums

The US/British Coalition war on Iraq has immense consequences
not only for the countries involved, the invaders and the invaded,
and the neighbouring countries in the Middle East, but also for the
rest of the world. This war is a watershed, marking the complete
disintegration of the old world order which subsisted from the
" Second World War onwards. This war initiates the new century that
the US has marked down as its own: this is its opening bid for glob-
al domination. The British ruling class, under the leadership of its
most committed imperialists, the Labour government, is no poodle,
but a greedy partner in this enterprise. The Coalition strategy is
both a war for oil and for stamping its authority on future world rela-
tions. We should be clear, however, that while the US may want to
claim ‘a new American century’, and Britain may demand its share,
the seeds of their own destruction have already been sown.

Alongside wars come revolutions.

The Coalition war began on 19
March after months of diplomatic
manoeuvring, strong-arm tactics, and
behind the scenes, the remorseless
movement of troops and war
materiel to the region around Irag,
US Joint Chief of Staff, General
Tommy Franks, promised ‘this will
be a campaign unlike any other in
~history’, comprised of ‘shock, sur-
prise, flexibility and overwhelming
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force'. ‘S, G and A’, he said, adopting
the style of an advertising executive,
‘special forces, ground attack and air
bombardment, in that order’
Hundreds of journalists were
‘embedded’ with Coalition forces,
ready to be drip-fed information
favourable to the invaders, As ifasa
warning, a crew of ITN joumnalists
travelling  independently,  were
wiped out by Coalition 'friendly fire'
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in the first days of the war.

Coalition partners promoted the
idea that this was a humanitarian
enterprise, a liberation war. Prime
Minister Blair, in a 21st-century ver-
sion of the Crusades and Onward
Christian Soldiers, maintained that
he had a moral duty to rescue the
Iraqi people from intolerable repres-
sion. The war was dubbed Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

Reality, however, quickly gave the
lie to any expectation that the war
would quickly turn to victory or that
the Iragi people would pour out of
their houses to welcome Coalition
troops. With the northern invasion
route blocked by the Turkish refusal
to host Coalition forces, the smooth
running of the invasion through
Kuwait becama imperative. In the
first few days, according to the news
reports, invading Iraq was like slic-
ing through butter: Basra for break-
fast, Baghdad by tea-time. Then the
capture and total submission of
Umm Qasr, a small town near the
border, had to be announced on three
consecutive days, when in fact resist-
ance continued throughout. Basra

was pronounced to be friendly, ‘nota
military target’: Coalition forces
would surround it, 'fixit’, but leave it
alone, ‘We have no quarrel with the
Iragi people’ became the mantra,
while Baghdad was bombarded with
missiles, wounding and killing hun-
dreds of civilians, and Basra was
redesignated a military target
because Coalition troops were meet-
ing armed resistance. Doubts were
now creeping in that Donald
Rumsfeld’s insistence on restricting
the number of troops Lo a light inva-
sion force was a mistake. The theory
of shock and awe is that a number of
wars can be fought quickly. But Iraqi
cities could not just be ‘fixed' and
then left to a smaller number of
British troops to ‘housekeep'. The
Iraqis were fighting back. On
Saturday 22 March, Day 4, General
Franks boasted of the surrender of
Iraqi troops: at one stage claiming the
entire 51st Division of the Iraqi army
which would have consisted of thou-
sands of soldiers. The reality was
that only a few hundred came for-
ward,

The US spent months before the
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war on psychological operations cal-
culated to demoralise the Iraqi peo-
ple, encourage them to overthrow
Saddam Hussein, and intimidate
anyone thinking of fighting back. It
evon set up a radio station, Radio
Tikrit (named after Saddam Hus-
sein’s birthplace) to spread disinfor-
maﬁon.

The lying infected not only the
propaganda aimed at the Iraqi peo-
ple; both US and British reports
aimed at swaying opinion in the
United Nations (UN) Security Coun-
cil were littered with fabrications.
Britain's 55-page report published in
September 2002, the work of Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw, alleging the
smuggling of uranium to make
nuclear weapons, was exposed as
obvious lies. And the January report,
promoted by Downing Street, turned
out to be a 10-year-old PhD thesis
together with already-published and
speculative material from Jane's
Weekly. Colin Powell tried to seduce
the UN to support war with bogus
information. Iraq had kept ‘up to a
few dozen' Scud missiles he alleged

continued on page 3




Welcome...

Smile for the cameras — you're
being bombed live on TVI Not for
nothing does the United States
spend $380 billion every year on
weapons of mass destruction -
more than the next 25 biggest
military spenders combined. As
one US general put it: ‘You don't
think we're going to spend all that
money on the military and keep it
parked in the garage, do you?'
The US wants the world to know
its capacity for mass destruction
- and what better way than to
have it televised 24 hours of the
day? Likewise we see the ‘special
relationship’ between the US and
Britain played out in the sand-
storms, explosions and rubble of
Iraq (see pages 1 and 3). Tony
Blair has taken the Labour Party
into an alliance with a US admin-
istration of chicken-hawks which
chooses to use force to reimpose
its economic domination of the
world, despite the weakness of
the US economy and fighting off
competition from the EU and
Japan. Via the military onslaught
on Iraq, Britain Is attempting to
ralse its global status rolative to
France and Germany. The new
era of Inter-imperialist rivalries
has amived, as the advancod
capitalist countries Joslle to
recolonise the world (seoc pages 6
and 7).

When darding of the Labour
‘left’ George Galloway declares,
from yet another Stop the War
platiorm, that this Labour govern-
ment's foreign policy Is ‘far from
Labour', he ls lying! British sol-
diers have been sent to Basra
precisely because of thelr expert-
ise in urban guerrilla warfare,
picked up in the North of Ireland.
Like the military onslaught in lraq,
those troops were sent to Ireland
on an imperialist operation by the
very same Labour Parly 34 years
ago. Labour Is an Imperialist Par-
ty. It is a racist Party. Aligning
yoursell with Labour, whether it is
as an MP, a party activist, or a
card-carrying member, is aligning
yourself with the system of racism
and imperalism it represents.
Resign now and let's build an
independent anti-capitalist alter-
native.

Sections of the Labour ‘left'
and leading representatives of
the Stop the War Coalition -
including Lindsey German, con-
venor of the Coalition and a
leader of the Socialist Workers'
Party — signed a letter to Tony
Blair last December opposing
military action against Iraq with-

London, 15 March

out explicit authority of the
United Nations and the House of
Commons! These people are
more concerned with maintaining
an alllance with 'soft’ imperialists,
lilke Charles Kennedy, who spoke
at the natlonal demonstration,
than they are with bullding an
effective opposition to the war -
or fighting Imperialism. Get these
hypocrites off our platforms!
Hand leadership of the move-
menl over to the activists using
diroct action agalnst mllitary
bases and roads, to the anti-
imperialists opposing Zionlsm
and Interventions across Africa,
Asla and Latin America, to the
angry Aslan youth turning out to
demonstrate, to the school stu-
donts walking out of schools and
to workers propared to lose pay
to protest. Thon we will have a
ronl domocratic and grassroots
movemont, with growing con-
sclousnoss, capable of stopping
this horrific onslaught on Iraq and
bringing down the Labour gov-
ernment and the party it repre-
sonts (seo page 4).
The bombing of Iraq is the lat-
ost war in a sories of imperialist
wars. While the US list of possible
targots for ‘pre-emptive’ military
attack grows and North Korea
braces Itself (see page 4), imperi-
alism s already at war against the
poor In nations across the world,
in alllance with their national
bourgeoisies, the clients of impe-
nalism. The implementation of
the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) is another battle
of US imperialism, to recolonise
Latin America, securing the conti-
nent for capitalist exploitation
and for access to its oil. Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! spoke
to anti-imperialist revolutionary
James Petras, who explained the
global strategic importance of
Latin America to the US in offset-
ting the weakness of the dollar

and the US economy. Petras also
described the enormous and
widespread opposition to the
FTAA from the people who will
suffer from its implementation.
He describes the struggles in
Bolivia and Colombia as the most
advanced in the continent, and
Venezuela and Argentina being
on a secondary, but potentially
revolutionary, level (see pages 8
and 9).

In Palestine the Intifada con-
tinues to resist another imperial-
ist war, Zionist expansionism and
the brutality of the Israeli state,

which now Kkills nearly 30
Palestinians every week (see
page 5).

One battle the imperialists
cannot win is the one to eradicate
socialist Cuba, an example to the
poor and oppressed of the world
that an alternative exists to the
ravages of capitalism and that
imperialism can be defeated. The
US administration is intensifying
ts war against Cuba (see page
12).

Capitalism's battle against the
poor Is also carried out within the
imperalist heartlands, In Britain,
Labour Home Secretary, the
soclal fascist David Blunkett, is
attempting to halve the number of
asylum seekers, deprive them of
soclal security, and to forcibly
deport thousands of Afghan
refugees, The cause of the rise in
asylum soekers s clear, The
greatest number of them arive
from lraq, a country under US and
British attack (see page 16).

Tony Blair has the audacity 1o
talk about liberating lraq, 1o talk
about morality and democracy,
while In Britain the Labour gov-
ornment threatens to ban strike
action In order to undemine the
firefighters (see page 10), while
poverty (s on the rise (soe page
10), the education system is
being privatised (see page 10),
and a swelling prison population
is exploited as a useful source of
cheap labour (see page 13).

To take up the cause of the
oppressed arotind the world is to
take on the same ruling class
which oppresses us. An anti-
imperialist movement will tackle
racism, exploitation, repression
and criminalisation here in Brit-
ain. Our slogan must be: workers
and oppressed people of the
world unite to fight imperialism!

Fight Racism! Fight Imperial-
ism! relies on your contributions —
written and financial. Please send
them to the address below.

website: www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk

www.revolutionarycommunist.com
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Since 11 September 2001
there have been 304 arrests
under British anti-terrorist
legislation. Most of these have
been under the Terrorism Act
2000 (TA) and the over-
whelming majority of those
detained have either been
released with no charge, freed
on bail for minor criminal
charges, or — most ominously
— detained under immigration
powers.
Details of the arrests and their
outcomes collated by the
Institute of Race Relations (IRR)
clearly show the way in which
this legislation is being em-
ployed. We reproduce here
just a brief excerpt from the
IRR information. The full list
fs available on IRR's waebsile,
www.irmorg.uk

There is little doubt that
those released without charge
will then be under state surveil-
lance. In contrast to the 1991

Terrorisin
communities

British prisons for the duratiop,
the British government has in
the current situation decided
against mass internment and in
favour of a high level of surveil-
lance.

That is not to say that there is
no internment. In order to pass
the post-11 September Anti-
Terrorism, Crime and Security
Act (ATCSA), the government
opted out of Article 5 of the
European Convention on Hu-
man Rights, which outlaws
detention without trial. Thir-
teen ‘suspected terrorists’ are
currently detained under the
powers of the ATGSA in Bel-
marsh and Highdown prisons.
Thoy are permitted just one
‘closed’ visit a fortnight.

A delegation from the Euro-
pean Committee for the Pro-
vention of Torture (CPT) visited
tho detainees in February 2002,
Its roport was not published
until a year later.

The CPT delogation was
oxtremoly concerned about ‘the

Gulf War when Imqis and provision of psychological sup-
Palestinians wore interned in  port and/or psychlatric troat-
Mation-  Date and
NHame Age  ality place of arrest  Detalls
Abdud Hamid % - 29.1.00 Arrested In three locations
Mtazhino Ofatar Manch It Manch and taken
Kamel Mouroug 32 to London for questioning.
Krimoy Azzouz kL] 0On 1.2.03 thoy were all
| Mourad Khif n charged with possessing
false documents.
Unnamedporson - - Morth east Arrested under TA.
(male) London
7 unnamed people — Brtish  6.2.03 Arrested In different
(@ men 1 woman) Edinburgh locations under TA.
| Glasgow Questioned In Scotland.
and The woman was
Manchester released two days later,
Unnamedperson - - 6.2.03 Arrested under TAon
(male) London arrival from France on
Eurostar.
2 unnamed 25 IraqiKurd 13.2.03 Armrested under TAwhen
people (male) 26 near Leeds seen ‘acting suspiciously’
Bradford Released without charge
alrport two days later.
2unnamed people - - 13.2.03 Arrested under TA. Taken
(male) near Heathrow  to Paddington Green police
airport station for questioning.
Released without charge.
One redetained by
Immigration Service.
4 unnamed 208 v — 13.2.03 Arrested under TAin
people Langley, village under a Heathrow
Berkshire flight path.
Released without charge
and detained by
Immigration Service.

used against

ment to persons detained’, The
report points out that the UK
authorities accept that if these
detainees were deported to
their countries of origin they
would risk serious human
rights  violations, including
death or torture. In fact this js
the rationale used for iuterning
them. Several of them havg
already been tortured prior to
coming to Britain, and suffer
post-traumatic stress disorder
or other psychiatric problems as
a result. Being indefinitely
dotained with no way of con-
testing the vague and sweeping
allegations against them mas-
sivoly increases this distress.
This in turn is exacerbated by
their being kept in their cells for
hours on end, with little access
to the ordinary facilities, such as
a library and education which
aro afforded to prisoners con-
victed of criminal offencos.

And the approach of the
prison medical service to the
sovoro trauma suffored by these
mon s nothing short of scan-
dalous. Tha CPT roport states:
‘...tho records oxamined by the
dolegation’s doclor on occasion
showaod no indication of the rea-
sons for proscribing psycho-

tropic drugs, their dosago, or the

porson  who  had
e, proscribod

Theo state’s aim is nol simply
to locate and imprison would-
be terrorists; these arrests and
detentions are also designed to
torroriso entire sections of the
communily into keeping the
lowest of possible profiles. This
includoes anyone who is Middle
Eastern or north African, or
who looks like they might be,
and anyone who ‘s, or who
looks as though they might be a
Muslim, whatever their colour
or country of origin. The mes-
sage to these sections of British
society is similar to the one sent
out by the use of sweeping anti-
terrorist powers against Irish
people in Britain in the 1970s
and 1980s — do not organise, do
not protest against the war or
against racism, do not practise
your religion overtly, do not
criticise Britain or the US - if
you do any of these things, we
will hound you and your fami-
lies, using whichever part of the
immense legal power at our dis-
posal that we choose.

protesters

Although the police already
have‘ extremely wide powers to
detam stop and search people
individually or in groups, par-
ticularly under Section 60 of the

' Criminal Justice and Public

Order Act 1994, they have
recently begun using a similar
power created under Section 44
of the Terrorism Act 2000 as
well. This has happened both in
Loydon and at and around the
Fairford airbase. The rationale is

2 Pre_sumably that using anti-ter-
- rorist powers will intimidate

protesters and may help to drive
a wedge between the ‘respec:
table’ and direct action sections
of the movement.

More information about the
Terrorism Act and your rights
under it and other legislation
used against protesters is avalt
able from the Legal Defence and
Monitoring Group, BM BOX
Haven, London, WCIN 3XX.
Tel: 020 8245 2930 (24hr 2%
swerphone) Email: ldmgmﬂll@/
yahoo.co.uk Website: http:/
wirw2. phreak.co.uk/ldmg




continued from page 1

but the UN inspectors reported that
they had accounted for the disposal
of 817 of 819 after the Gulf War
Powell also detailed ‘vast amounts of
chemical weaponry' while the UN
inspectors reported that they had ver-
ified the destruction of virtually all of
Iraq’s stocks, Even the CIA was scep-
tical about the claim that Iraq is part
of a global terrorist network.

The lying was not successful. The
Iraqi people, oppressed though they
are by the current regime, have not
been deluded by Coalition blandish-
ments to believe that US-style ‘libera-
tion’ to imperialist-puppet status has
more to offer. Likewise, despite
months of diplomacy, arm-twisting
and bribery, a majority of the
Security Council could not be forced
to support a second resolution for
war on Iraq, which would have digni-
fied it with a doubtful legality under
international law. In fact the first res-
olution, passed in the Autumn of
2002, Resolution 1441, was worded
in such a way as to cover up the dif-
ferences in international opinion.
Subsequent attempts by the British
Labour government to bend the
wording to show either international
unity or approval for war were
ridiculous. The split in the Security

Council was inevitable and reflected

the real dm.‘\s;:,;oi international .

rolaions: and Briwaln were
supported by Spain and Bulgaria;
France, Russia, China, Syria and
Germany were in opposition. Six
other member states sat on the side-
lines.
In fact it was only the British
Labour government that was desper-

The Veto and the
United Nations
Security Council

Neither the US nor Britain has ever
had any hesttation in using the veto
in their own interests (often coincld-
ing). There is no such thing as an
‘unreasonable veto'. The five per-
manent members of the Security
Council have the right to use the
veto against resolutions, effectively
blocking them.

country. ; ! .
vetoes have been used by the US;
six of these were in favour of Israel.
Its overall total is 76, with 35 of them
being used to block criticism of
Israel. Its last lone veto was three
. months ago to block a

of

resolution

WAR FOR GLOBAL

DOMINATION

ate for United Nations approval for
the war. If its manoeuvres had suc-
ceeded at the UN, Britain would have
reaped the kudos for coralling
Europe into the US camp. When this
plan was crushed by the threat of a
French veto, which the British and
the US loudly condemned as an
‘unreasonable veto’ (see box), there
was no question of turning back.
Without the second resolution, Blair
is now banking on being able to out-
flank Britain’s main competitors in
Europe — France and Germany — by
partnering the USA in the war. The
UN, after all, was just a cover for
Labour's imperialist ambitions. In the
end, the fig-leaf of the Attorney
General’s unpublished opinion that
the war is legal under international
law was enough for the Labour gov-
ernment.

The much-vaunted Labour opposi-
tion in Parliament, and the promised
vote before going to war, fizzled out,
Once troops were on the move most
were happy to back ‘our boys’. Still
the myth is being promoted that Blair
has hijacked the Labour Party, when
in fact Labour’s history is entirely on
the side of imperialism. The left in
the Labour Party stands convicted of
a failure of principle. Some like Clare
Short, international development

secretary, are all mouth, selling out
their principles for a morsel of cabi-

net power. Othors are happy without
the morsel of power: they take thoeir
salaries and pensions. The Labour

Party was formed as a bourgeois
imperialist party designed to oppose
socialism and betray the working
class. It continues in this tradition.

The US, on the other hand, pro-
claimed in advance that it was will-
ing to go it alone, without the bless-
ing of the United Nations or interna-
tional law. When Hans Blix reported
to the UN that the weapons inspec-
tors were making ‘some progress’
and needed ‘months, not days or
years' to disarm Iraqg, this was the sig-
nal for the US to break ranks. It was
no surprise. While the UN had been
useful to impose the will of imperial-
ism on small nations in the post
Second World War period, prevent-
ing the differences between the
nuclear superstates escalating into
war, it is now a fetter on US imperial-
ist ambitions. With the disintegration
of the Soviet Union in 1991, the US,
free to cajole, bribe and bully, began
to show contempt for international
treaties and the United Nations. After
the election of President GW Bush,
the US ruling class openly began to
forge international relations in its
own interests. International treaties
on the environment, world trade,
nuclear weapons proliferation, cheap
generic medicine for poor nations,
and agricultural subsidies have been
reneged upon. The US opposes the
foundation of an international crimi-
nal court and now openly describes
the UN as ‘a theatre of the absurd’,

In line with a blueglrlint promoted
by a right-wing Republican pressure
gt!"oup,%a Prog]ecl for a New Ameri-
can Century (see box), President

go for world domination, especially
in the wake of the 11 September 2001
attacks on the Pentagon and the
World Trade Centre. The ﬂljst"‘st:E'
was the war on Afghanistan whi

led to the deaths of an

i) OV v e = 13

Bush has flagged up the intention to-

th % vants to rid th 1d of the old
20,00 le. With no opposition to wants o ri e world of the o
s “conteol of tho region, the US

Bombing Baghdad means killing children

appointed ex-Unocol (US oil compa-
ny with a reputation for doing busi-
noss with repressive regimes, og
Burma) advisor, Zalmay Khalilzad, as
Special Envoy to Afghanistan. The
plan is for a US oil pipeline ancross
tho country: a roposal that the
Taliban had turned down. As a rosult
of its Afghan war, tho US now has
military bases in Pakistan, Uzbek-
jstan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Georgia. It
has established a presence in
Djibouti (eastern tip of Africa on the
Red Sea). It has control of Bab Al
Madab: a main oil trading route and
also controls interests that give it
access to West African oil fields.
There was no opposition from the

international community when; the

US deprived prisoners from the
Afghan war of any rights. They were
refused prisoner of war status under
the Geneva Conventions, and de-
prived of any rights to a trial as citi-
zens of any state. Many were trans-
ferred to the US Guantanamo Bay
Camp X-ray in Cuba where they are
still detained without trial and with-
out access to legal representation.
Many others, unnamed, have been
transported to unknown prisons in
unnamed countries where they are
undoubtedly being tortured in total
contravention of international law.
Blair has not raised one finger to help
the British citizens who are detained
in these circumstances, Hence the
hollow laughter from the Arab and
Islamic world that greeted the
US/British cry of foul play at the
treatment of Coalition soldiers cap-
tured by the Iraqi regime by showing
them on television,

Last year in the US National
Security Strategy, Bush announced a
chilling programme ‘to dissuade
potential adversaries from...surpass-
ing, or equalling, the power of the
United States’. In his speech at the
military graduation ceremony at
West Point in June 2002, Bush
warned that American security ‘will
require all Americans...to be ready
for pre-emptive action.’ Pre-emptive
‘action is, by definition, in breach of
international law. Donald Rumsfeld

treaties which prevent chemical war-

fare: he is promoting a new form of
chemical warfare that will put com-
batants (and civilians) to ‘sleep’ —
Coalition-speak for death in the case
of the sick, elderly and children.
Alroady, before tho war is oven won,
the imporialists are squabbling over
the spoils. Tho UN may be assigned
the role of clearing up the rubble and
disposing of the refugees. The real
profits will go to US corporations,
and the British if they are lucky.
International regulators will take
control, with the Iraqi people coming
last in the list of beneficiaries.

We are witnessing the establish-
ment of the new world order by
bloody force and it is our job to join

the opposition.

= b The US wants to restore its former

glory. It wants a return to the post
Second World War years, this time
without the Soviet Union. It wants to
rule Europe through its special rela-
tionship with Britain, dominate the
Americas, and outgun Asia. Such
ambitions, however, cost money and
resources. And this time round the
world is heading for recession, with
the US in a position to fall further
and faster than its competitors.

It is clear that in the Middle East
the opposition to imperialism is
being built. It is not led by Saddam
Hussein or Al Qaida; they are the
creatures of imperialism, hired to
control the oppressed and bludgeon
any opposition. They are just the
excuse imperialism uses for war. It is
led by the example of the Palestinian
people and by the poor and
oppressed of the Middle East who
are demonstrating their implacable
opposition to the new world order.
This time round the US and Britain
may not be able to afford to rule.

Carol Brickley

Stop Press
The suicide attack which left four US
soldiers dead on Saturday 29 March in
Najaf was a nightmare for US and
British imperialism. The spectre of
such attacks multiplying during the
battle for Baghdad will haunt the mili-
tary. In a bid to spread the war region-
ally, US Defence Secretary Rumsfeld
has threatened Syria and Iran for
allegedly supplying equipment and
volunteers to the Iraqi war effort.
Meanwhile British construction giant
Costain has urged the government to
‘bypass the UN' in awarding post-war
construction contracts and the pro-
posed new ‘Governor of Iraq’ will be
retired US General Jay Warner who is
president of an arms company which
supplies technical services for Patriot
missile systems. He is also a strong

pro-Zionist.

Altsr March 1988 when the Iragi
regime gassed Kurds at Halabja
killing 5,000 people, the Anancia/
Times ran articles expasing what
the regime was doing. Mrs Thatcher
complalned to the paper that
Edward Mortimer’s articles were
damaging British business
prospecls.

Principles, dated 3 June 1997 opens:

s

United States' global responsibilities.'

the UN Security Council'.

Project for a New American Century

The Project for a New American Century was formed in the 1990s by a group of
right-wing ‘thinkers' with the aim of reviving Reaganite policies. Its Statement of

‘As the 20th century draws to a close, the United States stands as the world's
pre-eminent power, Having led the West to victory In the Cold War, America
faces an opportunity and a challenge: does the United States have the vision to
build upon the achlevements of past decades? Does the United States have the
resolve to shape a new century favorable to American principles and Interests?

‘We seem to have forgotten the essential elements of the Reagan
Administration's success; a mllitary that is strong and ready to meet both pres-
ent and future challenges; a foreign policy that boldly and purposefully pro-
motes American principles abroad; and national leadership that accepts the

In January 1898 this pressure group wrote to President Clinton proposing the
removal of Saddam Hussein from power as a priority of foreign policy. The letter
points out that If Iraq is allowed to develop weapons of mass destruction
‘American troops in the region, our friends and allies like Israel...and a significant
portion of the world's supply of oil will all be put at hazard'. It goes on to urge diplo-
matic, political and military effort in this direction, cautioning ‘in any case American
policy cannot continue to be crippled by a misguided Insistence on unanimity in

Supporters of this letter, now holding office in the Bush administration include:
Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defence; Paul Wolfowitz, Deputy Secretary of
Defence; Peter Rodman, Assistant Secretary of Defence for International Security
Affalrs; Richard Lee Armitage, Deputy Secretary of State; John Bolton, Under-
Secretary of State for Arms Contral, Non Proliferation and Intematicnal Security;
Zalmay Khalilzad, Speclal Envoy to Afghanistan; Paul J Dobriansky, Under-
Secretary of Global Affalrs; Willlam Schneider Jr, Chalrman of Delfence Sclence
Board. Other supporters of the Project and signatories to its Statoment of
Principles are: Dick Cheney, Vice President; | Lewls Libby, Cheney’s Chief of Staff;
and Jeb Bush, GW Bush's brother; and Richard Perle, formerly Secretary of
Defence under President Reagan, untll recently Chalmman of the Dafence Policy
Board and instrumental In the drive to war. Perle was forced to resign because of
the clash of his 'business Interests’ with affairs of state.
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The massive demonstration on 15
February, organised by the Stop The
War Coalition (STWC), Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and the
Muslim Association of Britain (MAB),
was a historic occasion. Up to two
million people took to the streets of
London in opposition to the coming
war on Iraq. Later, on 22 March,
following the start of the US/British
onslaught, nearly half a million
marched. With the prospect of a
protracted conflict, how is this
movement to develop? How Is its
ideological level to be raised? BOB
SHEPHERD examines the issues.
Before the 15 February demonstra-
tion, political debate focused on the
British-led drive to get a second UN
resolution. The Lib Dems, led by
Charles Kennedy, and many in the
Labour Party, had latched on to this
possibility to cover up their refusal to
openly oppose imperialist war prepa-
rations. They hoped that with a sec-
ond resolution, they would be able to
salve their conscience and support the
war at the same time. How did the
STWC deal with these temporary fair-
weather friends? In the first instance,
by ideologically capitulating to them.
In a letter to Tony Blair in December
last year to mark UN Human Rights
Day, its leaders wrote ‘We call upon
you as Prime Minister to give a clear
undertaking not to engage in military
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San Francisco:
‘The anti-war movementis
gathering strength’

ate in the state. S
‘in the San Francisco
- $4bn worth of

action against Iraq without the explicit
authority of the United Nations and
without an explicit decision of the
House of Commons to do so’. Signa-
tories included left Labour MPs Alice
Mahon and Jeremy Corbyn, together
with CND chair Carol Naughton, and
STWC Convenor Lindsey German, also
a leading member of the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP). The clear impli-
cation was that with the agreement of
the UN and parliament, the signatories
would not oppose the war.

No serious socialist could have
signed such a letter. The UN has
always been a forum for imperialist
negotiations over spheres of influ-
ence, all the more so since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. The
British Parliament has always sanc-
tioned every war that British imperi-
alism has chosen to wage against the
oppressed of the world. The respon-
sibility of socialists was clear: to edu-
cate the movement about the history
of the UN, and the real nalure of
British imperialist democracy. The
STWC and SWP ducked this.

The STWC then went further, and
invited Charles Kennedy, leader of
the imperialist Lib Dems, onto the
platform on 15 February, together
with a long list of Labour lefts and
trade union leaders. There was little
room for anyone new, anybody
directly representing the anti-imperi-
alist sentiments of young people. It is
a deception to describe Charles
Kennedy after the event as a ‘turn-
coat’ as Socialist Worker did. He had

Campaign to
stop the war

never changed his imperialist clothes
— nor did the STWC demand that he
should.

The desire of the STWC leader-
ship to be respectable is overwhelm-
ing. This means that the agenda of
the Labour left cannot be challenged
in any way. An example is the so-
called parliamentary  rebellion
against Blair on 18 March. The media
made much of the 140 Labour MPs
who ‘rebelled’ by voting for an
amendment to a resolution support-
ing the government’s policy on Iraq.
But what did the amendment say?
That parliament ‘believes that the
case for war against Iraq has not yet
been established, especially given
the absence of specific UN authorisa-
tion, but in the event hostilities do
commence, pledges its total support
for the British forces engaged in the
Middle East, expresses its admiration
for their courage, skill and devotion
to duty, and hopes that their tasks
will be swiltly concluded with mini-
mal casualties on all sides’. Who
voted for this? STWC Labour MP
leaders Alice Mahon, Jeremy Corbyn
and of course George Galloway. So
we have a movement which pro-
claims itself as anti-war but with
leaders who have pledged their sup-
port to the British forces in Iraq. Do
we hear anything about this contra-
diction from, say, the SWP? Nol a
word. The shame-faced left outside

the Labour Party is protecting the
shameful left within.

Drawing a distinction between a

party leadership which supports
imperialism and war, and ordinary
members who have been ‘committed
to peace’ (Socialist Worker, 25
March) is entirely bogus. It allows the
Labour left to get away with the pre-
tence that there is a progressive
aspect to the Labour Party. It also
allows the SWP to get away from
really putting pressure on left Labour
MPs to resign from the Labour Party,
and declare themselves unequivocal-
ly opposed to British imperialism.

If this movement is to be success-
ful we must take the side of the
oppressed. This means taking the
side of the Palestinian people and
putting it at the heart of anti-war
work. The aims and objectives of the
STWC fail to mention Israel or
Palestine at all. More conspicuously,
nor did the declaration or the resolu-
tions passed by the recent STWC
People’s Assembly. The left pays lip-
service to the cause of the Palestinian
people, but fails to ensure that the
movement takes on board the con-

nection between Zionism and British
or US imperialist interests in the

Middle East.

An effective movement will come
into direct conflict with the British
state. Already police have prevented
demonstrators from getting close to
Fairford airbase on the 22 March
demonstration. They have attacked
schoolchildren in London. Lines are
now being drawn between those who
really want to oppose the war and its
supporters, and a leadership dedicat-
ed to respectability. This division
will become more apparent when it
comes to organising defence cam-
paigns and fighting for basic demo-
cratic rights. Anti-imperialists must
play a leading role in preparing the
movement politically for this.

The actions of the school students
in their national strike against the
war on 19 March offers hope for the
future of the movement. Their
actions were, by and large, organised
spontaneously; they engaged in mili-
tant action in blockading city centre
streets, were forced into confronta-
tion with school authorities and

faced police brutality. This is the sort

of determination th .
movemunt soas penat will nsure the
STWC leadership is trying to set. &
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protesters. The 2,200-strong city
police force deployed 1,700 officers
almost continuously in a desperate
attempl to stop the protests. Local
prisons overflowed and prisoners
had to be shipped out to prisons and
detention centres 50 miles away.
Police reinforcements came from the
California Highway Patrol, who tried
to prevent protesters from blocking
the strategic Bay Bridge, which con-
negts San Francisco to Oakland.

000n Thursday 20 March, the head-
quarters of the Chevron oil corpora-
tion and the Federal Building were a
focus for protests. On Friday it was
the turn of the headquarters of the
Bechtel corporation, a company bid-
ding for the contracts for rebuilding
Iraq, as well as providing ‘anti-terror-
ist’ technology. A series of operations
were conducted by protesters wear-
ing road crew outfits who spread
orange traffic cones, accident flares
and diversion signals across key on-

| lar. Three million

North Korea:
the next
target for
imperialism

Following the 2001 World Trade Centre
attack, President Bush declared Iran, Irag
and North Korea to be an ‘axis of evil’.
North Korea believes that it is the next
country to be invaded after Iraq and has
called on the US to sign a non-aggression
pact. It has warned that since the US has
now declared a policy of ‘pre-emptive’
strikes, it may strike first if it feels that
imperialism is preparing an invasion.
Recently, in a direct threat, the US sent 20
B52 bombers to its base in Guam. 250,000
US and South Korean troops have staged
military exercises on the North’s borders.
Since the Democratic People’s Republic
was established in the north of Korea after
the Second World War it has been the focus
of intense imperialist hostility, In the late
19405 a national liberation war broke out in

co | the South against the US-backed dictator-

-ship. In 1950 this developed into a war with
the North. Threatened with collapse, South
Korea was only saved by the massive fire-
power of a United Nations force led by the
US and Britain that cll(evastated the peninsu-
oreans died and the
the i meg was razed to

In 1984 the Clinton administratio
reached an agreement with North Kure:
| the North would shut down
its Yongbon nuclear reactor in return for
the construction of two
t-w power stations an
heavy fuel oll for g{:tcllucing eleclrlcltg
ons were built,
However the US had calculated that Nortr;
Kﬂrqa_fwould collapse before the agree-

g

ment was fully implemented and never
fulfilled its side of the deal. Nine years
later, with no collapse, the US suspended
food supplies. With few energy supplies:
North Korea, restarted the Yongbon
nuclear reactor to produce electricity:
This, the US claims, will produce plutoni-
um that could be used for nuclear
weapons.

If the US were able to attack and over-
run North Korea it would bring them right
up to China's northeast borders and add
another base to the chain of US military
presence surrounding China from former
Soviet Central Asia to the Philippines: I
would also bring it close to Viadivostok:
Russia's main Pacific port. There is N0
doubt that the US is seeking an excuse to

attack North Korea. There is equally n0

doubt that North Korea wil resist, and that
China and Russla may be drawn into the
conflict with unimaginable consé:
quences, Ed Serivens

A




he Zionist strategy has the
support of US and British
imperialism, both of which
are anxious to see the end of
Palestinian resistance. Over
the last two months, the number of
Palestinians killed by Zionist forces
has risen from 15 to nearly 30 a week.
Large-scale invasions of Gaza involy-
ing dozens of tanks have taken place
several times each week. Death
squads have stepped up their mur-
derous activities in both the West
Bank and Gaza. Day after day chil-
dren are being shot for thi'owing
stones. Houses of families of known
militants are being bulldozed or
blown up at an increasing rate: in
saza, since the start of the Intifada,
995 had been destroyed by mid-
March, 230 this year alone. Every
invasion of Gaza is aimed at work-
shops which provide crucial Pales-
tinian employment, and at the farm-
land and greenhouses which provide
food for a half-starving population,
Zionist policy is to eliminate
Hamas in its Gaza stronghold. The
immediate excuse for a series of mur-
derous operations was a Hamas
attack on 15 February which blew up
a Merkava tank killing ils crew of
four. Zionist Defence Minister Shaul
Mofaz promised retribution for this
‘terrorist act’. An invasion of Gaza on
17 March resulted in the death of
four Hamas members including guer-
rilla leader Riyadh Abu Zeid; the pre-
vious day six Hamas fighters died in
an explosion. Between 15 February
and B March, 16 invasions of Gaza
left 68 dead. There has been furious
resistance, such as that during the
invasion of Al Buriej on 3 March to
arrest  Hamas  political leader
Mohamed Taha. According to one
community leader, Ahmed Abdallah,
It's not about deleating Hamas: it's
about forcing us to surrender’ (quot-
ed by Graham Usher in Al Ahram

Weekly). Although Hamas has been
singled oul, all secuions of the resist-

ance are now under attack. On 19
February, separate operations led to
the arrests of Taysir Khaled, deputy
leader of the DFLP, and Abd Al
Rahim Malouh, a member of the
PFLP politburo. Both are also mem-
bers of the PLO Executive Com-
mittee. On 13 March, an undercover
squad murdered five Islamic Jihad
members who had returned to Jenin
refugee camp.

The Zionist war is economic as
well. The last 27 months of the
Intifada have cost $5.4bn in Pales-
tinian national income on top of
$730m in damage inflicted by Zionist
military operations. Unemployment
is now 50% in the West Bank and
70% in Gaza. Up to 18 Palestinians
depend on the earnings of each
breadwinner. Some 60% of the popu-
lation live below the poverty line;
now 1.3m Palestinians depend on
UNRWA (United Nations Refugee
Welfare Agency) handouts, com-
pared to a few tens of thousands
before the Intifada. A quarter of all
children suffer from chronic or acute
malnutrition; four out of five chil-
dren are anaemic. UNRWA
Commissioner-General Peter Hansen
warned early in March that its ware-
houses would be empty of food with-
in weeks unless the international
community stumped up $32m; to
date only $1.5m has been pledged.

By their constant acts of dc.asu'_uc-
tion and dispossession, the Zionists
intend to wear down the Palestinian
people until they have no will to
oppose either the military occupa-
tion or continued settlement growth,
and force them out of the countryside
into the eight major urban centres of
the West Bank and Gaza. These will
then be enclosed by a series of walls,
fences and ditches. This, the Zionists
hope, will end any pretensions to a

inian state. )
Pﬂ];f:t;nsupport the ,Ziul}'ists receive
from the US and Britain is crucial. In
the lead up to the war on Iraq, both

Zionist onslaught
on Palestinians
intensifies

Since the last issue of FRFI, the Zionists have stepped up their onslaught on the Palestinian
People. The wholesale destruction last year of the Palestinian economy and the
infrastructure of the Palestinian Authority (PA) has allowed the Zionists to move on to the
next stage of their strategy. This is to use a comprehensive system of collective punishment

to force the Palestinian people to move into a small number of cantons on the West Bank and

Gaza which can then be sealed off and policed by a puppet PA, itself rebuilt under a more

pliant leader than Yasser Arafat. First, however,

the leadership of the Intifada,

ROBERT CLOUGH reports.
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put intense pressure on Yasser Arafat
to appoint a Prime Minister, making
it clear that should he not agree, he
would go the same way as Saddam
Hussein. The appointment was part
of a package of reform that the US
and Zionists had demanded of the
Palestinian Authority in December
2002, and was a precondition for the
publication of President Bush’s so-
called roadmap to peace. Neither the
US nor the Zionists want to deal with
Arafat, Traitor though he has been to
the Palestinian people, the pressure
from the people has prevented him at
times from total capitulation. The
imperialists want a leader who will
do their bidding without the slightest
complaint or delay.

The roadmap itself was agreed by
the UN, EU, Russia and the PA in
December. Its proclaimed goal is the
establishment of a Palestinian state
by 2005. But like the Powell plan
before it, the precondition is the com-
plete surrender of the Palestinian
people. The first phase of the road-
map Tequires the PA to end the
Intifada and institute all the reforms
that have been demanded by the
Zionists and the imperialist powers,
Whilst the PA, Russia and the EU
regard the roadmap as a finished doc-

ument, the US and Israel see it as d
negotiable. A memo leaked from p

Sharon’s office dated 24 February

Palestinian youth are shot for throwing stones at armoured tanks

the Zionist state has to isolate and destroy

in particular Hamas. In the meantime, it is reducing the mass
of the Palestine population to near-starvation in an effort to force the people to capitulate.

the Zionists would only consider
descriptions such as ‘credible’, ‘law-
abiding’ and possessing ‘certain
attributes of sovereignty’. The Sharon
government will not countenance a
move to the second phase of the
roadmap until there is ‘a complete
cessation of violence and terrorism,
full disarmament of terrorist organi-
sations, complete collection of illegal
weapons and the emergence of a new
and different leadership’. Nor could
there be any dismantling of the 107
settlement outposts — at most there
could only be a vague commitment to
‘enforce the law in relation to the out-
posts,” As for a settlement freeze, this
would have to exclude the ‘natural
growth’ of settlements and would
only be considered ‘following a con-
tinuous and comprehensive security
calm’,

In an announcement on 14 March,
Bush made clear that he too regarded
the roadmap as negotiable, stating
that ‘immediately upon confirma-
tion’ of a Palestinian prime minister
with ‘real authority — the roadmap for
peace will be given to Israel and the
Palestinians.” He added: ‘Once this
roadmap is delivered, we will expect
and welcome contributions from
Israel and the Palestinians to this
document that will advance true

states that the Israeli government ‘has A

many reservations and revis_ipn.s to
the draft that was presented to us by
the American administration’. Such
‘reservations’ include any referenc
to an ‘independent’ Palestinian stat

US disagreed, and on 22 March con-
firmed that it would be made public
only once the war on Iraq was fin-
ished. Three days later, Jack Straw
conceded that its content would be
open to negotiation, telling MPs that
‘it is a framework, yes, some of its
detail may be changed over time, but
what we cannot see is any change to
its fundamental principles’.

27 February to 5 March:

28 Palestinians killed, including six

children, two old men and two women,

one of whom was pregnant. Incidents
included:

* 2 March: Abd Al-Rahman Jadallah, aged
9, shot dead during a funeral procession
in Khan Younis in Gaza.

¢ 3 March: Aninvasion of Al Boreij camp
left eight civilians dead including a
pregnant woman who died when her
house was demolished. On the same
day, Mohammed Isa was arrested in
Nablus, handcuffed and then executed
as he lay on the ground.

6-12 March:
23 Palestinians killed including four
children, a woman and an old man,
Incidents included: ;
* 6 March: Invasion of Jabalya Camp in
a, 12 Palestinians killed including
ight civilians; 75 Injured. Five of the

INTIFADA: THE FACTS

The expectations of the US,

Britain and the Zionists are clear: the
PA will have to make even further
concessions in a process that will
leave them as distant from a
Palestinian state as they were after
the Oslo agreement in 1993. This is
why they need an even more pliable
leader than Arafat. Mahmoud Abbas
is exactly the person they need. For
decades he has been seen as Arafat’s
number two, so he has always been
part of the ‘failed leadership’ that the
US and Zionists claimed they want-
ed to remove. However, he has
always been an outspoken opponent
of the Intifada. It was he who led the
PA delegation in talks with the resist-
ance movement in Cairo demanding
that it lay down its arms (see FRFI
171). He has been an enthusiastic
supporter for all the various peace
proposals that would keep the occu-
pation in place under a different
name. It was he who proposed that
the village of Abu Dis be renamed Al
Quds (Jerusalem) so that the city
proper could be handed over to the
Zionists, and he has publicly repudi-
ated the right of Palestinian return.
He is among those who benefited
from the post-Oslo plunder. Soon
after the PA was established in Gaza,
construction started on a $1.5 million
villa for Abbas with unknown fund-
ing. The then Minister of Commerce
and Economy, Nasser Sarraj, argued:
‘Who says he doesn’t have the right to
live in a villa worth $1.5m or even
$10m? Those who say he doesn’t are
spies and collaborators for Israel’
(New York Times 2 February 1997).

By an overwhelming vote the
Palestinian Legislative Council sup-
ported Abbas’ appointment, confirm-
ing the spinelessness of the Palesti-
nian comprador bourgeoisie. On be-
half of Bush, Assistant Secretary
Richard Armitage told reporters that

Abbas was the US’s choice because
he would speak ‘authoritatively for
the Palestinian people’. Meanwhile,
the resistance denounced the ‘impo-
sition’ of a prime minister by ‘exter-
nal forces’. Abbas will take over the
running of the PA and will present a
cabinet shortly. A rumoured candi-
date for Interior Minister is Moham-
med Dahlan, a former chief of securi-
ty in Gaza where he was a deter-
mined opponent of Hamas and the
Intifada and actively co-operated
with the CIA and the Zionists. The
expectations the imperialists and the
Zionists have of the new PA govern-
ment are quite clear: crush the
Intifada, and negotiate the end of any
hopes for a Palestinian state. There is
no sign that the mass of the Pales-
tinian people will accept such a
capitulation.
Victory to the Intifada!

them a fireman. In addition, a 14-year-
old boy killed by a bulletin the head.

* 8 March: The continuing assassination
policy claimed the lives of four Hamas
members when their car was hit by four
missiles from a helicopter.

13-19 March:

27 killed, including seven children and

peace activist Rachel Corrie. Incidents

included:

* 13/14 March: Undercover death squads
killed five in Tammoun and four more
including two children in Jenin. The
commander of these death squads
claims the unit killed 79 Palestinians in
2002 alone,

¢ 14 March: 17-year-old shot dead for
throwing stones at troops in Qalqgilya.

* 17 March: 11 Palestinians including
three children killed in Nusseirat camp
and Beit Lahia in Gaza; one of these was
four-year-old llham Al Assar.

(information drawn from Palestine
Campaign for Human Rights)




TREVOR RAYNE reports.

The obscenity of this war is demon-
strated in the statistics: Iraq’s gross
domestic product (GDP) is $15 billion.
The US’s GDP is $10.2 trillion or about
700 times bigger than Iraq’s. The US’s
military expenditure is almost $400
billion. Iraq’s military expenditure is
81.4 billion or 0.35% of the US’s.

US military spending exceeds that
of the next 25 biggest military
spenders combined. The National
Security Strategy of the United States
declares that the US military will be
‘strong enough to dissuade potential
adversaries from pursuing a military
build-up in hopes of surpassing, or
equalling, the power of the US’.

Addressing West Point military gradu-
ates in June 2002 President Bush stat-
ed, ‘America has, and intends to keep,
military strengths beyond challenge’.
This war is waged amid deepening
economic crisis for international capi-
talism, with growing resistance to US
hegemony in Latin = America.
Venezuela refuses to privatise its oil
industry for the multinationals. The
US ruling class is demonstrating that
it will not tolerate any opposition that
could turn the economic crisis into a
political crisis for imperialism. It
wants to enforce its domination for
the foreseeable future over potential
rivals on both global and regional
scales: the European Union (EU)
Russia and China. The Middle East,

with around 60% of the world’s oil

reserves, is central to this strategy. T
US, with Britain, has to reinforce

Second World War and
judge to be in peril.
- With the collag
Union the US role

A fight of

hostile brothers

British armed forces have launched their twenty-ninth separate military intervention in
the Middle East since the end of the Second World War. In five of the past nine decades
the Royal Air Force has bombed Iraq. This repeated violence has been used to build and
sustain British imperial power in the interests of British capitalism, often at the expense
of other imperialist powers. The latest war on Iraq reveals and accelerates the tendency
of imperialism towards inter-imperialist rivalry: the rivalry that brought two world wars.

monopolies (the second and third
biggest in the world) and the global
role of the City of London (Europe’s
financial centre). The Labour govern-
ment reckons that, in the event of full
blown inter-imperialist rivalry, the
interests of the British ruling class are
best served in alliance with unchal-
lenged US military power. This
alliance allows it to ‘punch above its
weight' in world affairs relative to
France, Germany and Japan. This is a
gamble: the economic crisis and polit-
ical responses from France and
Germany could rapidly change the sit-
uation. The British ruling class, with
major ties to US and European capital,
may be forced to reassess. For now
Blair will attempt to restore the British
role of bridge between the US and the
EU. Thus far, and to the satisfaction of
the US ruling class, he has succeeded
in pulling part of the EU away from
France and Germany towards the US.

Rivals for oil

275%).
‘He who owns oil will own the
world...who has oil has empire.’
Henry Berenger, Commissioner
General for Oil Products in France
during the First World War.
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London bankers), Shell and Deutsche
Bank to explore Mesopotamia (Iraq).
In 1914 the National Bank of Turkey’s
50% share was transferred to the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company (later
renamed BP), 51% owned by the
British government. After 1918
Deutsche Bank’s 25% share was con-
fiscated by the British government as
enemy property and transferred to the
newly created Compagnie Frangaise
des Petroles (CFP — now Total).
Ominously, US interests began to
compete with European interests. In
1908 US Admiral Chester negotiated
rail and oil concessions with the
Ottoman Empire. After the First World
War the Turkish government, seeking
to enlist US support in its struggle
with Britain and France, granted the
Chester concessions in 1923, favour-
ing US companies. Among these was
the oil-rich Mosul district of Iraq. In
the original secret 1916 Sykes-Picot
(Franco-British) agreement for the par-
titign of the Ottoman Empire, Mosul
was assigned to France on condition
that France respect the TPC conces-
sion there, However, with the British
army having occupied Baghdad in
March 1917, the British government
persuaded France to include Mosul in
the new British mandate of Meso-
potamia. Turkey insisted the inhabi-
tants of Mosul were Kurds who should
be given ]gila it of self-determina-
ic) to belong ti

Raising the US flag over Umm Qasr: 3

must go.'

Anti-Br

Britain in lraq

» 1914-16 British press stories of Turkish atrocities in Mesopotamia: ‘The Turk

ritish officers seize power. The RAF bomb them into defeat. Four

generals are hanged by the British.

oses its last RAF base in Iraq.

Qasim leads overthrow of the monarchy. British and US sol-

' and Jordan to prevent the nationalisation of the Iraq
/BP. Qasim proclaims Kuwait part of Irag; British troops

n becomes President. Britain supplies arms.
bombing Iraq and continues to do so...

¢ March 1917 Sir Stanley Maude leads British invasion force from the Persian
Gulf and proclaims the ‘liberation’ of Baghdad.

* May 1920 Britain assumes the League of Nations mandate to govern a united
Iraq. Revolt is crushed. ‘We have killed 10,000 Arabs in this rising this sum-
mer. We cannot hope to maintain such an average: it is a poor country and
sparsely populated.’ TE Lawrence (of Arabia) in the Sunday Times.

* 1920s Winston Churchill launches the policy of bombing Iraq. Arthur
‘Bomber' Harris, squadron leader in the 1919 Third Afghan war, was posted

- tolraq. He pioneered ‘control without occupation’: ‘In 45 minutes a full sized

. village... can be practically wiped out and a third of its inhabitants killed or

~ Injured by four or five machines which offer them no real target.'

1922 The RAF is the first to use poison gas bombs against civilians, gassing

- Kurdish villagers. Bombing continues into the 1930s.

921 Britain appaints Faisal ibn Hussain king of Iraq. Britain establishes the

Iraqi Army to assist in repressing revolt,

The 1928 TPC agreemont, known as
the Red Line Agreemont after a rod line
drawn on a map of the Middle East pre-
sentad by France, designated Tur ay,
Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Palestine and the
Arabian Poninsula, excluding Kuwait,
subjoct to its torms, Signatorios agreed
not to compoto with each other for con-
cossions within the Red Line; they set

v up amonopoly cartel, CFP/Total stated

that ‘the execution of
iy lh: the Red Line

Bahrain through a Canadian sub-
sidim'y. Based in Canada the sub-
sidiary was deemed British and so got
through the Red Line Agreement. The
Same company gained a concession 1
Saudi Arabia in 1933. By the end 0
the 1930s the US had footholds in
Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia, but controlled just 13% Of
Middle East oil production. Britain
had 60% of the oil and France was
second to Britain. By 1960 Britain had
30% while the US had 65%.

At the onset of the Second World
War 60% of Germany’s oil require-
ment was imported, mostly from
Exxon. At the end of 1940 whes
German  troops occupied Romania
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they possessed the only subslantial oil
reserves in Europe. Germany then
attacked the Ukraine and headed for
the oil-rich area of the Soviet Union’s
Caucasus. By 1944 synthetically pro-
duced fuel supplied 90% of the
Luftwaffe’s consumption, but it was
inadequate. ‘Shortage of petrol! It's
enough lo make one weep’ said
General Rommel. Up until June 1941
Japan’s oil needs were largely met by
the US. Japanese forces occupied the
Dutch East Indies and restored a few
oil fields not blown up by the retreat-
ing Allies. By the end of the war, with
China lost to Japan, synthetic fuel was
extracted from all kinds of biological
material. Oil was crucial to the Allies
victory. The Vice Chairma of the US
War Production Board said, ‘the
responsibility which rests upon the
petroleum industry...is nothing less
than the responsibility for victory'.
During the war Britain tried to replace
the US in Saudi Arabia through loans
and currency conversion to the ster-
ling area. The US was having none of
it.: on 16 February 1943 President
Roosevelt announced the extension of
lend-lease to Saudi Arabia because,
‘the defence of Saudi Arabia is vital to
the defence of the United States’.
Henceforth Saudi oil became a matter
of US national security.

The Marshall Plan

The 1947 US Marshall Plan ‘to revive
free enterprise capitalist economies in
Western Europe...’ is presented as a
gesture of US generosity. Amounting
to 3% of US GDP it was an investment
in US hegemony, focusing on oil sup-
plies. The 1944 Bretton Woods confer-
ence, led by the US and Britain, estab-
lished the dollar as the international
currency reserve. Possession of dol-
Jars was necessary to buy crude oil
from US controlled sources. About

ne third of Mazshall . id was daesig-
Telaled mawers,

for example refining. The greater the
- Western European oil imports the
greater US companies’ control over
Western European economies. Be-

Agreement was terminated because
two of the IPC partners CFP (Total)
and Gulbenkian had become ‘ene-
mies’ during the war. Perfidious
Albion, the British Labour govern-
ment, accepted the argument and the
Agreement ~ was cancelled in
November 1948. Exxon and Mobil
entered Saudi Arabia. France reacted
angrily, ‘The French government
never forgave the Americans for keep-
ing them out of Saudi Arabia’. (US
Senale Report 1975). The dismantling
of the Red Line Agreement reflected
the changing balance of inter-imperi-
alist power after the Second World
War, with the US now dominant.

Suez crisis

France and Britain jointly ownaod the
Suez Canal, ¢ maoin routo from
Western Europe to the Gulf oil fields
and the Indian Ocean. Egyptian
President Nasser nationalised the
Canal in July 1956. The French gov-
ernment accused Egypt of supporting

Guarding the ol fields for imperiallsm: a priority job for Coalition forces

ence and increased its regional influ-
ence.

In October 1956 Britain, France and
[srael agreed to attack Egypt. Israel led
the way and France and Britain inter-
vened supposedly to establish a cease-
fire, but actually to seize back the
Canal Zone. The US Treasury sold off
sterling reserves and threatened to sell
off the rest if British forces did not
stop fighting. Britain stopped the
assault and the French resentfully
complied with the decision of their
British allies. To the French it was the
British who had halted the Suez oper-
ation. Within five months France
signod the Trealy of Rome ostablishing
the European Economic Communily,
fororunner of the EU. Through Euro-
pean unity French capitalism would

sook to rogain a position ofgowar and
indopondonce in the world. German

Chancellor Adenauer remarked that
building Europe would be ‘France’s
revenge on Britain for buckling under
US pressure to withdraw from Suez’.
With oil supplies through the Suez

or relocating them to Eastern Europe.
He is reported to have ordered sanc-
tions to punish Germany: ‘We are
doing this for one reason only: to harm
the German economy.’ Bush warned
Chirac, he ‘will neither forgive nor for-
gel if France continues to oppose the
resolution’. British Foreign Secretary
Straw took his cue, ‘ say to France and
Germany: take care...we will reap a
whirlwind if we push the US into a
unilateralist position”.

Just as US capital could not accept
the post-First World War status quo in
the world, neither can French nor
German capital accept whatever share
of the world the US ruling class
decides is their lot. Capital must
expand or perish and in a context of
falling profitability this means a fight
for resources and markeis for Com-
modities and investments. The US rul-
ing class has demonstrated that it will
subordinate or destroy the institutions
that preserved the Cold War status
quo. The gauntlet has been thrown
down to France, Germany, Russia and
China.

The US has 31.5% of world output,
the EU has 26%. However in 2004 ten
additional countries are scheduled to
join the current 15 EU member states.
Their 25 combined economies will
match the size of the US’s and their
population will exceed the US popu-
lation. As we showed in FRFI 171
February/March 2003 ‘The world
economy — facing war and recession’,
EU total foreign direct investment
amounts to 52.5% of the world’s total,
nearly 2.5 times that of the US. ‘Over
the period 1980-2001, the US share of
the global total has halved.’ The EU’s
share has grown by 25%. For the year
2001 French and German investment
in the rest of the world each exceeded
that of Britain.

German and Japanese capital have
been excluded from Middle Eastern
oil reserves. In 1995 the Financial
Times roported the heads of Total,
Agip of Italy, Repsol of Spain,
Deminex of Germany and Mitsubishi
0il of Japan meeting the Iragi govern-
ment in Baghdad. US and British loss

would be their gain. The Wall Street of joining Europe

ncy. Historically, internation-

ing curre :
al crises and wars accompan_led e
transfer of capitalism’s financial cen-

London and

tre from Amsterdam to 5
from London to New York. Political
power based on economic PpOWer

determined the rise of the role of the
dollar. This war on Iraq, like the wars
on Afghanistan and Yugoslavia before
it, is for geo-strategic power and the
fates of the euro and the dollar are
consequent to the outcome. UEl;,
European and Japanese capital domi-
nate the world; together they have
bled the under-developed majority of
the world close to death. Still the prof-
its obtained are inadequate to sustain
accumulation. Now the

capitalist .
imperialists look set to fight each
other for the right to rob whatever 1s

1oft of the world to steal.

EU enlargement

Of the ten countries scheduled to join
the EU in 2004 eight are from the for-
mer socialist bloc: Slovenia, Czech
Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Estonia,
Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. The
other two are Malta and Cyprus.
Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey are also
queuing up to join. In two separate
statements, 18 European states
opposed the French and German gov-
ernments and supported the US stance
on war against Iraq. The British Labour
government carries much of the diplo-
matic rtesponsibility for this. This
‘New Europe’ can weaken European
imperialism’s potential challenge to
the US. In February France and
Germany combined to stop 13 EU can-
didate countries, many with a pro-US
stance, from attending an EU summit
on Iraq. Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Bulgaria, Romania,
Slovenia and the three Baltic states are

among the signatories to the state-
ments. French President Chirac
accused the East European candidates
of behaving ‘recklessly’, and of ‘infan-
tile’ and ‘dangerous’ behaviour,
adding that Romania and Bulgaria
were ‘particularly irresponsible™ ‘If
they wanted to diminish their chances
they could not have

und a better way.’

Journal warned that one day we could fo
The former socialist countries offer

wake up to find Total the biggest oil

|d. Total and prospects for EU, US and Japanese

Canal disrupted Western Europe faced
economic catastrophe. As British and
French troops withdrew from Egypt in
December 1956, US oil deliveries were
activated. Venezuela increased its oil
production in 1956 and 1957 by 14%
and 13% respectively. The US-organ-
ised oil lift to Europe met 90% of daily
requirements until Middle Eastern oil
flowed again in mid-1957. US power
in Latin America was used both to sus-
tain Western European capitalism and
ensure European dependence on the

business in the worl
Russian oil companies went on to
negotiate large contracts with the Iragi

tween 1950 and 1965 oil’s share in the
(original six) EU countries’ energy
grew from 10% to 45% of the total.

capital. While global foreign direct
investment fell by 55% in 2001, that to
government. Central and Eastern Europe grew by

From the start of 2002 to 4 March 2%. Its share of world investment
2003 the dollar fell 20% against the inflows grew from 2% in 2000 to 8.7%
euro. Iraq prices its oil in euros. Other in 2001. This is seen as ‘a stable and
producers are said to be considering promising region for FDI'. (UNCTAD
switching from dollars to euros. Some World Investment Report 2002).
argue that this is a war about petro- Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary,
dollars, to maintain the dollar as the Slovakia and Russia accounted for
main oil payment currency and the 75% of the region’s inflows. As a pro-
international currency reserve. The portion of total investment in the

the Algerian FLN national liberation
guerrillas. France viewed Algeria as
Refineries were built close to the con-  central to ils colonial empire. The
sumer countries, depriving producer French government said attempts to
countries of possibilities to develop get the US on the side of military

ion against Egypt were ‘a

their infrastructures and petrochemi- interventi
cal industries. waste of time’. The US government

After the Second World War Exxon  opposed British and French efforts to
had over 50% of the European market.  impose their own regional domina-
The Red Line Agreement obstructed tion and it feared being seen as a sup-
US ambitions to get more Middle East  porter of colonial rule when the
oil reserves. US lawyers claimed the Soviet Union championed independ-

The 2-million strong march to stop the war, London, 15 February US ruling class.
dollar achieved both functions as a regi i i i
| \ gion, foreign direct investment var-
The EU and the US result of being the currency of the ied according to country from 20% to
major economy in the world and 42%. This suggests great potential out-

through US corporate control over the lets for imperialism’s surplus capi
ma]clnr oil resources after the Second The EUphas been theppre;ognliﬁla}lt
World War. Ultimately, the strength of foreign economic factor in these coun-
a currency reflects the productivity tries for a decade. The EU accounts for
and size of the economy behind it. 75% of their trade and 79% of the for-
With French' productivity per working eign investment in them, US imperial-
hour matching that of the US, and ism is fighting to make up lost ground
St?{lnsl{:?:)é :lgtt Il'_lnrbah(md, EYVi{llE‘]; the scale As NATO has expanded eastwards sc;
¢ edness (see FRIT171) and the i ili iori
gﬁsonf;lrg?l]ll't acctclv:imt deﬁci[thhaadin)g for ty tBSert:Fosrlcl:e:lhgsrllﬁl;;tmgeﬁplsﬁl\?g
ion this year, there is real members Poland, H :
potential for a challenge to the dollar’s  Czech Republi o e
role. Trade disputes between the EU of their S:fen?: s 0 s e 20%
; e b
:1;31 us shlow the structural imbalance weapons — this is a chl:i%ieilLit:?x ot;‘lsl))r’uru ?
cuulglf redau_ons and a mendacity that As we said in FRFI 171 ‘Itis no s y.
Bouls, ?I‘ﬂhet%: lt}'aadﬁndwglrsamd currency  priso that many countries in-lhe Eill.IJh
£oios Mo EU and US are,dofying lod by Germany and France, want to
AR galiads; dg};lmgahon rulings on establish their own ragiunnf defen
R an':l tgad. company taxes, force independent of NATO...' G“m
SEPIAL RS urfd Bl l}mrks, beel many now has more ‘paaco—l;.ée ir? ;
pERets: dhonas o Bt e]t_a - The antag-  troops on international misqioml:h :
onat 4 rotaliatory meas- snnl{I ather country. France \hns .8 | 83
EU oxternal investment in and i:c Sl oo onations ovorseas
Pl luding 3,000 i is
?})1‘5%’;‘: .Elgh::]; ‘\l‘;':ll;lec: e:;cnads thoso of possible I:Ehut ?ﬁélbtg%;‘éoﬁyucx‘;lsll r{;ﬁ
At Btrant ey ?ﬁ:m‘u denomi- an accommodation over the recon-
e aamd e dcllas 'lramgt:umme to struction — sharing the spoils — of Ira
ouro .W?l“l dina: e th po?::ilh'll“:g ‘ :Jhll: tglsy lull in the hostilities botwae‘z;
displace the dollar as the world's lead-  likely m%’ﬂhﬁ?ﬂiﬂfﬁn e f
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‘We used to question each other’s
judgments. What is corrosive is that
now we question each other’s
motives.’

US Senator Joe Biden

Today’s insults flying between the US
and Britain on one side and France
and Germany on the other have a cer-
tain comic character, but this is not
funny: deadly consequences can fol-
low. French President Chirac accused
the US and Britain of having ‘breached
international legalily’ in their war on
Iraq. German Foreign Minisler Joshcka
Fischer said the pre-emplive atlack
was nover discussed with NATO and
could desu'o_{ the alliance. France,
Germany, Belgium and Luxembourg
blocked a US NATO request for Patriot
nmissiles to be stationed in Turkey.,
- US Secretary of State Rumsfeld,
- having called France and Germany
“‘old Europe’, tied Germany with Libya
- and Cuba for opposing th b
- Rumsfeld accused Austria o
; ) ts
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James Petras is a
revolutionary,
anti-imperialist activist

and writer, who has worked
with the Brazilian landless
workers' movement and
the unemployed workers'
movement in Argentina.

He gave this interview to
Fight Racism! Fight
\mperialism! on 21 March 2003.

FRFI: Whal is the strategic importance  payments and royally transfers, that
of Latin America for the US, particu- help bolster sagging positions within
larly in the present circumstances? the United States. For all these reasons,
JP: Well let's deal with the phoney I think Lalin America is extremely
arguments thal say Lalin America’s important. The concern particularly
percentage of world trade has been with Colombia, but Venczuela also, has
declining; its importance for the US 1o do precisely with the fear that a suc-
economy as a whole, as a percentage of cessful social transformation would
its world trade, has been declining, so have a demonstration effect on the rest
it is not very important. These are gen-  of Latin America. Il would undermine
eralised arguments with inappropriate this notion that il is not possible to
comparisons. It is important 10 nole carry oul change under the so-called
that Latin America is the area where conditions of globalisalion, which has
the US banks get the highest rates of become one of the main arguments for
return and where historically they all sorts of fake left and relormist peo-
have received the greatest part of their ple who say: ‘Well yes of course we
overseas earnings. Banks like Citibank should forget about the debt, of course
and Bank of America have been enor-  we should fight neo-liberalism, but
mously successful in transferring ille- let's be realistic, how far can we go
gal funds from Latin America, amount- given the power and dominance of the
ing to tens of billions of dollars every US?" Or again they use this very amor-
year. In addition Latin America is the phous term ‘globalisation won'l allow
only region in the world where the US it". I think the struggle in Colombia is
has favourable exlernal accounts bal- precisely over the attempt by the
ance of payments, so it helps to com- United States to prevenl that invinci-
pensate for the enormous deficits ithas  bility myth from being eroded.
in Asia and even in Europe. From that
vantage point, if the/ US did not have
Latin America the dollar would be
its gxternal accounts
would be in even ‘worse shape than
they are right now.
There are other faclors apart from ils

Could you say something aboul the
Free Trade Area of the Americas
(FTAA), which is being planned in this
conlext?
First let’s look at what has happened in
the last decade. The 1990s was a
significant glabal strategic importance. decade that was horrible for Latin
Mexico, Vendzuela, Ecuador, Golom- America in every sense of the word.
bia, and Argenlina are all oil-pjoduc- Income declined, poverty increased,
ing regions and provide an important the biggest economies went belly up
source of petroleum lo the United and Brazil had the worst growth record
States, particularly in times of crisis in  in its modern history. On the other
the Middle East. The US has in Latin  hand, for US investors, bankers, indus-
icati it

Interview with Jan]es Petras
Neoliberalism and

resistance in Latin America

Two things have to be kept in mind.

One is that extremely lucrative sectors
of the Latin American economies still
are in the public sector, largely because
of mass trade union struggles. I'm talk-
ing about the petroleum industry, elec-
trical power and light industries in
Ecuador and in Mexico. I'm talking
about some of the minerals, gas and oil
in Bolivia and several other strategic
sectors which they haven’t been able to
privatise because of enormous worker
resistance. The same is true in
Colombia, some of the public utilities
held back. So FTAA will fashion a
framework in which the rules it sets
will supersede national legislation on
public-private  divisions. Secondly,
and more importantly, the principal
backers of the current neo-liberal poli-
cies have lost support. They are no
longer able to mystify the population;
they are totally discredited. That group
of political clients of the US in the
1990s are totally discredited every-
where. Toledo [in Peru] gels elected
and within six months he is down to
single ‘digit supporl. Sanchez de
Lozada [in Bolivia] is barely holding on
to power and the betting is that he
doesn't last out his regime.

There is fear that this golden egg that
they have been hatching every year is
going to be lost, so they want to go
beyond the nation state where the pres-
sures are enormous, to set up a com-
mission of free trade, in Miami proba-
bly, run by a US official or a notable
client, where they don't have to worry
directly about legislators and local offi-
cials or mass movements. They will be
immune to those direct pressures. So
the free trade area will be multi-pur-

pose. It is a further stage that goes from
neo-colonialism lo outright colonial-
ism. Sovereignly is totally dissolved in
this supra-national entity which is sim-
ply another arm of: US imperialism.
The US government will have the dom-
inant influence. Along with this free
trade area you need some mechanism
to sustain the decisions and implement
them agains! forceful majorities and
that is why US military bases are being
sel up, joinl training exercises and fur-
ther deepening involvement through
the Plan Colombia initiative or the

Andean iniliative etc.

There is ane further embellishment
to this and I think this is probably a bit
more controversial. With the disinte-
gration of the older generation of neo-
liberals, I am talking about Cardoso [in
Brazil], Noboa [in Ecuador] elc, a new
wave of neo-liberals disguised as
social-democrats, like Lula da Silva [in
Brazil], a populist, like Gutierrez [in

Ecuador), are now backing the FTAA,
Ithough they want to discuss the tim-

America, usually, a solid bloc of votes trialists and telecc

which it is able to mobilise to counter-  was the golden age. Never did they lake
act opposition in other regions. There out so many profits, never were so
is also the fact that the US corporations many public firms handed over lo
in Latin America, particularly the 500 monopolies, never were they able lo
biggest corporations in the United enforce so much interest transfers,
Stales, control significant paris of the never were they able lo ship out so
Latin American economy, and I don’t much illicit earnings through their
just mean industry and raw materials. I  financial circuits because of the dorog-
mean fast food, real estale, tourism, air  ulation of financial markets. Now, this
traffic etc. You have a whole array of golden age isn’t enough. Washinglon
important strategic sectors of the US  wants it all and I think a lot of thinkers
multinationals and banking which are are mistaken in underestimating the
able to appropriate profils, interest voracious appelite of US imperialism.
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ing and the concessions they can
secure from the United States. So they
are not just operating on the level of
direct control, they are also working
through this new wave of former lefi-
ists or populists as the new supporters.
However, Gulierrez, is already facing
opposition from his former allies in the
Indian organisations, and Lula is
already facing major challenges from
metal workers and public employsos
for his drastic IMF auslerily pro-
gramme, So again this idoa of having a

supra-national enlity is high on the
agenda in Washington.

FRFI: How do you see the resislance in
Latin America developing?

The resistance is extremely wide-
spread; the opposition to FTAA is enor-
mous. [ would say it involves three
quarters of the population without
exaggerating. 1 think if we look at
Bolivia we see some of the mosl signifi-
canl mass struggles today. They almost
toppled Sanchez de Lozada on the day
of the urban insurrection. When the
police became involved he had o actu-
ally slink out of the Presidential Palace
in an ambulance. Someone said he was
dressed as a nurse —I don’t know if that
is simply apocryphal — but the fact is
that streets in cilies like Santa Cruzand
Cochabamba were practically taken
over by (he army but surrounded by
huge opposition movements. They
have an extraordinary leader there, Evo
Morales, who has combined extra-par-
liamentary and parliamentary struggles
in a very creative way, subordinating
the parliamentary struggle 10 the mass
struggle and creating a eomando popu-
Jar [popular coordinator] trying to
merge the urban movements, the self-
employed and progressive or class-ori-
ented trade unions. The struggle there
is extraordinarily advanced. Evo is a
clear anti-imperialist, no ambiguities
there, and while he embraces an auton-
omy for Indians and of course the legal-
isalion of caca, he has a broader vision
of a kind of Andean socialism, that is
socialism adapted to the social forma-
tion of the Andean countries. Now that
is one of the most advanced struggles.

Colombia is a second advanced

struggle and I think we have to look at
it as a multi-dimensional struggle. The
big confrontation by the guerrilla
movement encampasses up lo 25,000,
but could easily escalale to 50,000
combalants. They are extremely well
armed with light weaponry and pre-
pared by an extraordinary leadership.
Manuel Marulanda is one of the great
guerrilla commanders of Lalin Ameri-
can history, comparable to Ho Chi
Minh in many ways or General Giap,
the famous Vietnamese. The influence
of the FARC probably extends any-
where between 40% upward of the
countryside, Overwhelmingly o peas-
ant formation, over 70-80%, whose
leaders are closely tied to the mass
struggle. They differ from some of the
commanders of Central America, petty
bourgeois professionals who found it
prelly easy lo return to cushy secats in
Parliament abandoning many of their
principles. I don't think you’ll sec that
kind of phenomenon in Colombia.
They are a very advanced movement
with very strong class rools,

The second thing about Colombia is
the mass struggle and here I think wo
have 10 look at the neo-liberal policios
that have radicalised the trade union
movement, that have radicalised the
countryside, There is an agricultural
block that goes from landless workors,
small peasants, middle-sizod coffoe
growers, who are advorsely affected by
the ending of government subsidios
and free trade policies that have resull-
ed in the import of cheap grains and

the failure to provide support for cof.
fee. So you have a block here tha hog
had extraordinary success in mobilis.
ing lens of thousands in opposilion tg
Lhi_s government. You havo the (rade
union movement, the public employ-
ees, school teachers, sections of manu-
facturing workers and banana workers,
petrol workers, who have boen in head.
to-head confrontations with the regime
and suffered the consequences through
scores of killings etc. It's a life and
death struggle. The question of state
power is on the table. At least the
advanced detachments of the class
slru.gglle have put the question of
socialism vorsus capitalism on the
table. I think it's the principal concern
of the United States outside of the
Middle East.

alliance with the US, Chavez has begun
to move in some very significant ways.

Firs!, he's cleaned out some seclors
of the pro-imperialist mililary, which is
important for any progress in the coun-
try. Secondly, he’s moved towards a
more conscious and deliberate organi-
sation of the neighbourhoods, the
Bolivarian circles. Thirdly, he's begin-
ning lo develop a policy of creating
alternative class-orientated trade union
nuclei to displace the pro-imperialist
trade union cabals. Most significantly
he has nationalised the public enter-
prises. Now that sounds a bit anom-
alous, but these are public enlerprises
in which 60% of the revenue was spent
on salaries. The salaries of the senior
execulives were between $400-500,000
a year. Most of the profits from the oil

Argentina: ‘There has been an Incredible collapse Inliving standards and growth of poverty reaching
60% of Lhe population, This is in @ country which I 1998 had a per capita Income 1:$9,000 a year,
now falling to $2,500-$2,700 per capita, which doesn't take Into account the great disparities. '

1just highlighted what I think are tho
mosl advanced movements. On a soc*
ondary level, but not far behind, is the
movemenl in Venezuola, which is very
complex, very contradictory, but mov-
ing loward a clearer closs polarisation:
Chavez began as a kind of foroign poli-
cy nationalist, which was enough 10
provaka the United States. He had car-
ried oul some welfare spending Pro-
grammes, on housing, on schools ole.
Very minimal introduction of some¢
progressive taxation, the boginning of
taxing some part of wealth, Tho whala
lax system in Vonozucla is oxtraordi-
narily regrossive, basod on laxing
potroloum income. Cliavez’s politics is
i kind of progressive Donapartisn, bﬂll’
ancing between differont inlorh®
groups, maintaining US corparald
intorests while also dotormining indo-
pondent foreign policy, on OPEC, o
Cuba and in relationship to Plan
Colombia etc. Howover, after two couP
attempts lod by the local bourgeoisio in

earnings were invesled in CITCO in the
US, a $1 billion chain of gas slations
bought by the Vonozuelan slate enter-
prise. Instead of investing back into
Venezuela, instead of ulilising the
Venozueln financial networks of the
public contral bank to devise Uho priori-
lies for social in i

priorily to revitalising oil as a source of

1 ic develop and eliminating
at least those extraordinary salaries
and other investments. This is key. If
you control the oil revenue, you can
finance agrarian reform, you can
finance public enterprises, you can
finance public  development of
research, social development etc. So it
is an extremely important move, the
first step to creating what we might call
a welfare state, a social economy, a
nationalist social-democratic  state.
And I think the dynamics there are
coming from below. Chavez has been
trying lo conciliate classes, but under
the pressures of the struggle, the blows
from imperialism and the pressure
from below, he’s moving in a radical
direction and that’s a very important
development.

In Argentina, since the 2001 uprising
you had an enormous radicalisation in
the middle class. And I think we
should use thal term in quotation
marks. What we know as the ‘middle-
class’, making ten lo twelve thousand
dollars a year in Argentina, which in
Buenos Aires was hing like 35%

ple, says that you don't have to struggle
for state power, you just create parallel
organisations at the local level and they
b multiply th and
eventually they’ll transform the system
through some form of permeation. This
is a kind of warmed over Fabianism
with a certain kind of populist veneer.
Tt is an ideology which simply codifies
the limitaticns of some of the locally-
based movements instead of helping
them to develop a real class conscious-
ness and conception. None of the local
problems can ever be solved — even the
most elementary problems of food and
jobs — simply by devising barter rela-
tions at the local level. In other words
Holloway is raising to a political prin-
ciple the survival strategies that people
themselves have been forced to pursue.
So all of this together has led to a sit-
uation which is extremely difficult to

deal with right now. The problem is
that there are elections coming up. My
position has been very negative toward
electoral politics in general and in par-
ticular because of all the experiences
we've had, past and present, with the
Lutic ! ion of left el !

or even more of the population, has
been proletarianised. Many have lost
their jobs, their incomes have heen cut
by two-thirds and they are no longer
objectively middle-class. You have a
downwardly mobile middle-class ap-
proaching the living standards of the
praletarial and incorporating some of
the mentality of class politics, engaging
in marches, uprisings, supporting the
unemployed workers” movements etc.
Thal's a huge change. There has been
an incredible collapse in living stan-
dords and growth of poverty reaching
60% of the population. This is in a
country which in 1998 had a per capita
income of $9,000 a year, now falling to
$2,500-52,700 per capita, which
doesn't take into account the greal dis-
parities. You have the organised unem-
ployed, you have the growth of these
neighbourhood popular  assemblies,
incorporation of the lower middle-
class, the collapse of capitalism, the
banking swindles and loss of savings.
Objectively, it should be a pre-revo-
lutionary situation. However, what has
happened? The fundamental subjec-
tive factor is lacking, and I'm not talk-
ing about the subjeclivity of individu-
als or groups, I'm talking about the sub-
jectivity problom of the existing left
groupings. And one might add of the
piqueteros, who have developed what T
would call a very sectarian conception
of the lution. Each one with their

investmonts, it was going outside, it
was going through US, Wall Street and
financial circlos. So you have the
bleoding of the principle dynamic
sources of investmenl under the name
ol public investmenl.

Now Chavez has cloanod out most of
thoso_direclors and somo of the so-
¢allod technical poople who would
sabotaga tho wholo oporation, Thero
Was o kind of ruin or rule policy.
Tllurvo been cut off and oil is now in
tho hands of — at loast T can say - tho
Ntionalist Alj Rodriguez, who was a
Buorrilla in the 19605 and a modorate
Nationalis| taday. He's a reasonably

Onost follow, who, I think has given

small groups, fighting the other groups
10 s08 who can win over one or another
noighbourhood, to put up their flag. So
there’s been an appalling lack of unity
in the faco of this tremendous histori~
cal opportunily and I'm not picking
and choosing, I think that there is a
good deal of blame Lo pass around to all
these groups. Thore's been one ideolog-
ical influenco that's affectod some
small groups of intellectuals who have
disseminated it in popular neighbour-
hoods and actually influenced a fow
leadlors. It is the concept that the now
revolution will happen without taking
state power. John Holloway [a British
academic based in Mexico), for oxam-

Pparties to the bourgeois state, bourgeois
politics. However, the question I raise —
I don’t have an answer — is how much
of an abstentionist vote can you get?
Can you get 50% abstention? What if
you only get 25%? Then what do you
do if 75% of the people are going to
vole, particularly in the context where
the insurrection is not on the table? So
you have the possibility — I'm not say-
ing I know the story yet — that the
maijority of the people in the streets is
going lo vote. The alternative per~
spective of an insurrectionary politics
is not on the agenda. The bourgeois
parties are divided at least six way
which means a 25% majority, which a
united leht could secure, is being over-
looked. What do you do in that con-
text? Do you say elections? But if you
say elections and all the little groups
present their candidates o get two or
throe per cent of the vote, thal's going
to be an illustration of weakness. If you
call for an abstention and only get 25-
30% of the vote what do you get oul of
that if a fascist like Menem comes lo
power, a Menem who is as sinister as
any death squad leader in Latin
America.

So it’s a difficult situation. [ would
dare to say, that il the leR could present
aunified candidate with some credibil-
ity, it could secure a vole and put into
question the whole political order as a
transition to a further radicalisation. If
they can secure the 40-50% abslen-
tions then by all means, delegitimise
the system. So il's hard to make a
judgement from outside. It is clear that
bourgeois parties are in deep crisis. It's
clear in the mosl vulgar Marxist sense
that the whole capitalist system in
Argentina is collapsing. Nothing is
working. When you get 30% of the
population that has absolutely nothing
to loso but their chains, and 60% living
bolow the poverty line, a middle-class
that’s downwardly mabile, a ruling
class that's divided, obviously this is
what Marx talked about when he talked

about the possibilities of a socialist rov-
olution. !

Repression
and resistance
in Colombia

Gloria Ramirez, member of the
National Executive of the Central
Workers Union in Colombia and
Carlos Lozano, editor of the Voz news-
paper and member of the Central
Executive Committee of the Commau-
nist Party of Colombia spoke 1o FRFL.
They explained that the level of state

4,000 trade unionists have been assas-
sinated.

Despite the ‘dirty war’, the Com-
munist Party operates openly and pub-
licly. The Party participated in the
foundation of the Patriolic Union, set
up after peace talks between the FARC
and government in 1984 by a coalition

of g isalions in an

and fascist p litary rep is
escalating with the direct military
intervention of the United States
through Plan Colombia.

Carlos Lozano said the US govern-
ment had openly interfered in the
Colombian civil war for 40 years: ‘Plan
Colombia is an instrument of interven-
tion that, despite the name, has been
adopted in the US Congress. It is a
plan that never was approved by any
Colombian institution.’

Under the pretext of combating
narco-trafficking, the US military for-
ces in Colombia are actively attempt-
ing to defeat the popular movement
and the insurgency. In March 2003 the
FARC guerrillas shot down a spy plane
and captured three members of US
intelligence who were on board
attempting to locate the leading mem-
bers of the FARC: irrefutable evidence
of direct US involvement. ‘They are
not there as military “advisors™; there
are many US soldiers in different
zones throughout the country’,
explained Carlos. *There is a US mili-
lary presence in Arauca, close to the
border near Venezuela, which is rich
in oil. They are selling up military
bases in the Caiio Limén-Covedias oil
pipeline zone, which has been
attacked previously by the guerrillas.’
The Colombian government is sup-
porting the war on Iraq, calling for a
quick war in the hope that US troops
can then be transferred to Colombia.

Alongside operations against the
guerrilla movement there is repression
against those engaged with popular
struggle, particularly targeted at trade
unionists. Gloria Ramirez stated that
the government has a policy of exter-
minating trade unionists. President
Uribe has introduced a state of emer-
gency under his so-called ‘democratic
security’ doctrine, which criminalises
social protest. Even NGOs and human
rights organisations have been at-
tacked and all their computer informa-
tion has been seized by the state. 'This
government still calls ilselfa democra-
cy, because they have the official insti-
lutions of “democracy”. In realily,
Colombia is closer to a military dicta-
torship, comparable with Chile under
Pinochel' said Gloria. Since 1986

allempt at a democratic solution to the

conflict. Communist Party members

were among thousands from the
Patriotic Union, including those elect-
ed to Congress, who were persecuted
and assassinated with impunity.

The communists still utilise the
limited legal spaces in Colombia,
which were won through popular
struggles. ‘But at the same time,
Carlos told us, ‘we believe that the rev-
olutionary armed struggle is a form of
struggle that is valid in Colombia,
because it develops from political,
social and economic causes. The Party
states that part of the tactic and strale-
gv of Colombian revolulionaries is the
combination of all forms of struggle of
the masses and unity between the
democrats and the revolutionaries.
Our Party is working towards the con-
solidation of the so-called Social and
Political Fronts, a coalition of the left,
trade unions, popular organisations, Lo
create an allernative Lo the Liberal-
Conservative system."

Gloria told us that the communists
believed that armed conflict in Colom-
bia stems from structural causes, the
political, economic and social exclu-
sion of the great majority of the people.
‘Itis necessary to work towards a nego-
tiated political exit, which we will
arrive al through a structural transfor-
mation in our country’, she said. ‘That
is why we have always pointed out the
contradiction between the economic
and social policies pursued by the var-
ious governments and the peace pro-
cess.’ While the government talks peace
they attack people’s righls, increase
taxes, and throw resources al the war.
‘In our country 40% of the budget is
going to pay the exlernal debt, 25%
goes lo the military, so what is left for
social investment is minimal.'

Plan Colombia reflecls the US
and Colombian government’s mis-
conception  that destroying the
guerrilla movement will ‘sqlve the
problems of the country. ‘The vio-
lence in Colompia doesn't have just
one cause, bul the main reason is the
social inequity, the level of poverty
and the model of wealth concentra-
tion,' | |
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Labour’s long march to

privatisation continues

SUSAN DAVIDSON

We want 1o take ‘private-sec-
tor involvement in education
to’ aneiner levei' says ihe
Head of Cambridge Education
Assaciates (CEA) which took
over education services in the
London Borough of Islington
in 2000. Education firms want
1o extend control of teaching
and learning in schools for
up 1o 30 years in deals that
would enable them to employ
staff including teachers. So
far this has only been paossible
in a handful of so-called city
academies. To get a taste of
what this might mean we can
look at Waltham Forest Coun-
cil in Outer London where
EduAction, a new and highly
competitive business, has just
taken over the council’s edu-
cation service. Nearly 50 em-
ployees, some with over 20
years experience, have had to
re-apply for their own jobs
and been forced to accept pay
cuts of up to £4,000.

While the education companies
are not privale enterprises in
the sensc that capital is trans-
ferred to them from the state
SECHOT, they do opetate ke nor-
mal businesses. And like other
share prices on the stock market
they have taken a Dbaltering
recently.  Education  services
firns such as Capita, Serco and
NordAnglia lost around half
their market value in a couple of
months. More badly hit still are
the share prices of the govern-
ment's Privale Finance Inilia-
tive (PFI) pariners who get the
building contracts, like Jarvis
who were damaged by bad pub-
licity about rail maintenance
and their Railtrack contracts.
Clearly with the squeeze on
share prices the education com-
panies will lobby all the harder
to gel business diveried their
way and in this schools slan-
dards minister, David Milli-
band, is a great help. His plans
promise further privatisalion
and PFI projects despite Jan-
uary’s review by the audit com-

mission that concludes that PT]
schools are significantly less
satisfactory than those buill
with tradilional state funding.
The grovelling . admiration for
private business that is shown
by this Labour government will
lead to continuing casualisation
and outsourcing of the state
education seclor in the future.
We can predict that the drive for
profitability will lead to staff
and wage cuts by the top nine
education firms as they bid for
conlracts against each other.

Standards? That must
mean tests

While the government is selling
off the public sector it holds on
tight to what it calls performance
indicatars, or targels to sustain
the illusion of political responsi-
bility. In schools the Sats (stan-
dard aftainment tests) dominate
the lives of children at the ages
of 7, 10 and 14 years and deler-
mine what their tenchers do.
Last year the government failed
to reach its Key Stagoe 2 targels:

73% achieved a level 4 in maths
and 75% in English compared
with the targets sel of 75% and
80%. This despite the fact that
teachers now suspend educa-

lion for five months of the yeai °

and pul children through an ex-
tensive revision course teaching
to the test so that a school will
move up the league table of re-
sulls. Jump! says the government
and they all do. While the gov-
ernment has ignored children’s
authors like Anne Fine, Philip
Pullman and Michael Rosen who
have criticised Sats, they now
have to see off David Bell, chief
inspector of Ofsted who recently
suggested that the over-concen-
tration on largets could be a
major block on improving school
pupils' achievements. Beyond
measure: Why educational as-
sessment is foiling the lest has
just been published by Demos.
The author, Paul Skidmare says,
'If you want to look at why so
many 14-to-19-year old kids are
leaving tho education system -
by the ago of 14 many children

LEd
S S 0 s 00080080000 ss sttt eaatsnnooenetiectosanttssoeeoenonaedasanoeueasssssnsanens

Teachers now suspend education for five months of the year and pui children through

an extensive revision course so that their school will mave up the league tables

have become terrified of assess-
ments and have been put off the
whole idea of learning’.

Fast-track to Essex

Thurrock Council in Essex be-
came the first council to use a
new 'fast-track scheme to clamp
down on truancy’ when it sum-
monsed ten families to court
within 12 weeks of their child's
first  unauthorised  absence,
Councils have had powers since
1966 to take parents to court if
their children miss school
repeatedly without permission
but this was to be a new trail-
blazing example of just how
quickly and how much punish-
ment can be handed out to
offending parents. Fines of up
to £2,500 or prison senlences of

up to three months are now pos-
sible for parents, including those
wheo take their children on holi-
day during term-time. Further
legislation being prepared Lhis
year will allow £50 on-the-spot
fines for parents of truants.
Unfortunately for the council
there were no simple conclu-
sions at February's court appear-
ances — no shutting of prison
gates behind feckless parents.
Six families did not turn up
{that’'s what truants do), one
mother made a moving speech
from the dock about her refusal
to send her child to an unsafe,
bullying environment and the
rest claimed a medley of sacial
and welfare situations for which
they were supposed to be re-
ceiving council support. a
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Poverty, inequality
and unemployment

ED SCRIVENS

Lasl year the Mayor of Lon-
don Ken Livingsione commis-
sioned a special report on pov-
erty in the city. The results,
which came out in November
show that while inner London
has the highest per capita in-
come in the European Union
together with the most mil-
lionaires and the most expen-
sive properties, the flipside of
this typical capitalist coin is
that inequalities are so great
that London is also the child
poverty capital of Britain.
Child poverty is defined as chil-
dren in households living on
less than 50% of the national
mean average income before
housing costs, In 2001/2002 the
threshold weekly income was
£280.50 for a couple with two
children and £205.50 for a lone
parent with two children; for a
single person the poverty line
was £117 and for a couple with
no children it was £192.

The pumber of children liv-
ing in poverty in inner London
was the highest of any of Brit-
ain's sub-regions at 49% or
600,000. It was also the worst
area for the number of adults of
working age in poverty at 30%
and for pensioners living in
poverty at 36%. Poverly also
has a significant racial compo-
nent as nationally 29% of white
children, 43% of black Carib-
bean and 71% of Bangladeshi/
Pakistani children lived in pov-
erty. Afier London the North
West and Merseyside was the
region with the second highest
number of children in poverty
at 35%, the nationel average wag
32%, while the relatively pros-
perous south east outside Lon-

Unemployment top 10

Area Unemployed (%) Unemployed (total)
Hackney (Londan) 16.4 14,000
Newham (Londen) 135 12,000
Dundee City (Scotland) 12.8 9,000
Haringey (London) 12.7 13,000
Middlesborough (Norih East) 124 8,000
Southwark {London) 124 13,000
South Tyneslde (North East) 121 8,000
Tower Hamlets (London) 11.8 9,000
Liverpoo! (North West) 111 21,000
Newcastle upon Tyne (North East) 1.0 14,000

don recorded 26%. Alongside
poverty the diseases of poverty
that had virtually disappeared in
the post-war boom are returning.
Tuberculosis, which is associ-
ated with poverty, has increased
rapidly and the number of noti-
fied cases has reached three to
elght times that of other areas.

Clearly part of Lhe reason for
the exiremely high level of
poverty in inner London is the
high cost of housing which has
been driven up by market spec-
ulation as homes become another
commodity for those with money
to buy and sell with the aim
of extracting a share of the pro-
fit without creating any value
themselves. Extorticnate hous-
ing costs take up a large part of
income and so increase the
number of people living on less
then 50% of the national aver-
age disposable inconie.

Another important factor s
unemployment. Inner London
now has the highest unemploy-
ment rate of any sub-region of
Britain. While employment by
no means guarantees a lack of
poverty as 40% of poor children
live in households whers at least
ons person is working, the dif-
ference between the child pov-
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erty ratos in London ond the
national average reflects the high
percentage of children in the
capital in workless households,
In 2002 there were 3.75 million
people who wanted to be in
paid work but were not, How-
ever, government unemployment

omployod lo accepl low paid
jobs or havo their miserable
benefits cut ofl and so fulfills
the task of on tho ono hand
roducing soclal security bene-
fits and on the other supplying a
well rogulated resorve army of
labour to feed tho cconomy's
domand for low paid and casu-
alised workers.

FRFI has argued that Lab-
our's eloction success depends
on its ability to hold together a
coalition of the middle class
whose votes docide the oul-
come of elections, the upper,
botter-off layer of the working
class togethoer with financo and
banking capital. The govern-
ment is only interested in the
poor as previders of cheap and
flexible labour to stoke up prol-
its when employed, as a nui-
sance and drain on the profits
and taxes of its supporters when
unemployed and as an enemy
when they inevitably resist.

Unemployment and poverty
are bound to increase as the
economy deteriorates, as it is
always the lowest paid who are
first to lose their jobs as the

statistics are based on the num-
ber of people claiming henofits
and the figure for the number of
people claiming Jobseeker's Al-
lowance was only 928,300 in
December 2002. The Jobseeker's
Allowance is a particularly vic-
{ous scheme as it forces the un-

economy stagnates, It is clear
from what happened in Brad-
ford and other towns in north-
ern England In 2001, as well us
from other past oxamples of
uprisings againsl poverly and
raclsm In the innor cilies, that
there will be reslstance. [ |

Labour tl-treatens

to bhan strikes

JIM CRAVEN

In March, the Labour govern-
ment threatened emergency
laws to ban further action by
firefighters. As British impe-
rialist troops launched their
war on Iraq, Labour claimed
that 19,000 members of the
armed forces would be dis-
tracted from their bloody tasks
in order to cover for striking
firefighters. Such threats were
part of the disgusting cam-
paign of lies, spin and mud-
slinging by politicians, local
government and the media
aimed at trying to shame the
firefighters into submission,
Tory Shadow Defence Secret-
ary Bernard Jenkins even
tried to label the firefighters
as ‘Saddam’s friends’,

Taking the Queen’s
shilling
Fortunately for this coalition of
the ruling class they have found
a friend in FBU leader Andy
Gilchrist, On 12 March the FBU
executive rejected a revised of-
for of a 16% pay increase over
threa years because of altached
condil.ions that gave employers
swooping powers to make job
cuts and change working prac-
tices. Another one-day strike
was called for 20 Marcl. Clearly
anxious not to upset the war
effort, Gilchrist described the
strike as, ‘oxtramely disappoint-
ing 1o tho nation'. Within 4
wook, and on the eve of war
broaking owt, Gilchrist and tho
exocutive had turned tail, can.
aolled the strike and accepted
the sama offer, the only differ-
ence boing government ‘reassur-
ances’ on working conditions,
The following day u confer-

ence of FBU delegates angrily
and overwhelmingly rejected the
deal. However. the damage had
been done. The Labour govern-
ment had played its well-worn
card of patriotism and the
nalional (read imperialist) inter-
est and Gilchrist had accepted it.

Andy Gilchrist

Andy Gilchrist -

labour aristocrat

Of course, no one should be sur-
prised al Gilchrist's treachery.
He is part of thal section of the
working class that does very
nicely, thank you, out of the sys-
tem. Gilchrist earns £81.000 a
vear including benefits. Earlier
in March he was reported as
having a dinner bill of over
£800 at the exclusive Cinnamon
Cl_ub. It included feur bottles of
Wine at £85 per bottle!

The latost offer was due to bo
voted on by frefighters at the
bngmning of April but their
unily and determination had al-
ready been undormined by Gil-
christ’s actions. So much for the
s0-called ‘new breod’ of militant
trade union leaders, |
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__reland: Assembly -
. elections postponed
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ALVARO MICHAELS

By Fcbruary 2003 the Vene-
zuclan government had de-
feated a ten week campaign of
economic obstruction centred
on the state oil company -
PDVSA. The rich, the middle
classes and the oil industry's
tabour aristocracy aimed lo
mainlain the rule of a few rich
over the mass of impoverished
Venezuclans by pulling down
the government and pushing
forward the privatisalion of
the industry that had been
stopped by President Chavez,
Now. after enormous effort
by the rank and file workers,
\enezuelan oil production will
reach 2.7 million barrels per
day by the end of March, com-
pared to 3 million before the
attempted ‘economic coup’. The
leaders of the sabolage are
being brought to the courts,
while the government works
lo repair the damage done to
its policies for social justice,
On 20 February corrupt CTV
union leader Carlos Orlega went
into hiding after a warrant was
issued for his arrest for rebel-
lion and incitement charges. In
March he asked for political
asylum al the Costa Rican em-
bassy and the government agreed
1o safe passage out of the coun-
try. Orlega’s flight fellows thase
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of the April 2002 defoaled coup
leador Pedro Carmona to Col-
ombia and naval officor Carlos
Molina to El Salvador (sea FRF]
167). Also on 20 February Car-
los Fernandoz, President of the
Fedocomaras {chambeors of com-
merce federation) was placed
under houso arrest and charged
with criminal conspiracy and
civil rebellion. In March the
CTV union’s next main spokes-

man Manuel Cova was sum-
moned to appear before tho
atlornoy general. Charges have
been filed against soven fugitive
executives of the state oil com-
pany. Same 15,000 employees,
80% of thom managers and
white-collar workers involvod
in the political strike, have been
fired. 25,000 employees remain.

The privately owned TV and
radio slations that promoted the

coup of
April 2002 and the recont eco-
nomic sabotoge, have had legal

attempled mililary

documents served on them,
theeatoning closure if they con-
tinued to undermine the consti-
tutional legitimacy of the gov-
ernment and participate in at-
templs to ovorthrow it. They ran
an average of 700 pro-'striko’
adverts vvery day and changed
normal  programming te pro-

male anli-gevernment acts. Given
their owners’ leading agilating
and propaganda role agninst the
legitimate  government,  they
wore the last to return to ‘nor-
mal’ operations in the second
weok of Feliruary. New regula-
lions are now approved by the
National Assembly 1o control
this hyslorical anti-govornment
propaganda.

Lost production cost PDVSA
aver 85 billion, forcing the gov-
ernmont to cut the national
budget. The lossos are the sharp-
ost on record, groatly roducing
foreign currency holdings. New
foreign exchange controls went
into effeet on 5 February afler the
government suspended foreign
exchange trading by the Central
Bank on 22 January.

Big business is passing on
the costs of its anti-Chavez cam-
paign to the workers. Car-mak-
ers laid ofl workers while they
sell off accumulated stocks. Gen-
cral Motors, which sold 25,945
of the 74,560 vehicles assembled
in the country in 2002, has made
its 1.800 employces slay away
and take a 25% pay cul unlil
some 6,000 vehicles are sold on
the local market or experted to
Chile, Colombia and Ecuador.
Ford and Chrysler have taken
similar steps. With around half of
car components imported, the
axchange rate fall has forced up
cosls and prices.

The government has respon-
ded to demands of the poor to
creato a morae equal society. The
poorest have found a voice in
some 70,000 civil action groups
formed across the country. Like
the rich, they are armed. They
can lobby the government dic-

Sy e sy News

eclly for funds. Such direct par-
ticipation horrifies those who
live woll off the dispossessed
poor.

On 11 March bomb atlacks
on the Spanish and Colombian
embassies followed the Presi-
dent’s public demand that the
US, Colombin and Spain stop
moeddling in Venczuela's inler-
nal affaits. Each of these statos
supported the ‘opposilion’ lead-
ers in Venezuela during Pre-
sident Chavez's mandate. The
Secretary General of the Orga-
nisation of American States
[OAS), Cosar Gaviria, spoke
publicly in favour of Carlos
Fernandez. The bombings were
atlempts to discredit the Pre-
sident - pither he suppasedly
‘provokes’ them. or “organises’
them - even as the Vice Presi-
dent insisted that the govern-
ment would do everything il
could to prevent such 'macro-
terrorism’. On 18 March the ‘op-
position® propped up by the US,
agteed to sign the non-violence
pact it had rejected in December
before attempling the ‘economic
coup’. To justify continued pub-
lic exchanges with the govern-
ment (it has almost no reptesen-
tation in the National Assembly)
and, in an astonishingly hypo-
critical atlempt to cover its
tracks, it has now agreed to ‘cre-
ate a climate of peace and calm
in the country’. This agreement
is prompled by the same OAS
whose Secretary General lauds
the ‘opposition’ leadership. Pre-
sident Chavez has called this
yoar the year of 'strategic of-
fensive'; he is now better placed
to pursue his political pro-
gramme.

PAUL MALLON

Despile the attenlion (o the
North of Ireland peace process
given by the British and Irish
governments in recent weeks
they have been unable 1o re-
slore devolved power lo Stor-
mont in lime [or the scheduted
1 May elections. The election
timetable has been changed (o
June in order to resurrect some
semblance of normality in the
Six Counties.

The importance for imperislism
of maintaining peace and stabil-
ity in the North of reland was
teiterated in March. Amidst the
build up to war in Iraq Blair put
off meetings with the Queen
and Russian foreign minister in
London to travel 10 Belfsst on 5
March attempting to restore
devolved power. The talks had
five key areas of discussion: de-
militatisation, devolution of pol-
icing and justice, human rights
and equality, the return of those
on Britain’s "wanted list", and a
monitoring body for the “acts of
completion® which will over-
see eventual IRA disbandment.
Meanwhile, further lime has
been allowed for the parties to
sell this to their membership
before the June elections.

Days before war on Irag, the
White House was surrounded in
shamrock as Bush took time out
from planning war and plunder
In Irag to promote 'peace’ in
Ireland as part of the annual St
Pa}:ick's Day celebrations. Con-
s¢lous of the Irish economy's
dependence on US investment,
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern
stood alongside Bush. He was
silent on the war on Iraq and
Ireland’s historic betrayal of its

SE——

neutratity. where Shannon air-
port has now been handed over
1o US mililary personne! to facili-
tate the current war on Iraq and
imperialist wars to come. Since
1 January over 30,000 US armed
farces have passed through Shan-
non. making Ireland a crucial
client state for US imperialisn.
This is an example of the “peace
dividend' for the Irish people.
The White House travel ex-
penses for the St Patrick’s Day
celebrations extended 1o all the
main parties from the North of
Ireland including Sinn Fein and
lan Paistey’s DUP. The new Chief
Constable of the colonial police
force Hugh Orde, head of the Pol-
ice Service of Neorthern Ireland
(PSNI. previously the RUC) at.
tended. Speculation surtounded
a possible ‘historic handshako
between Hugh Orde and Sinn
Fein President Gerry Adams.
While this was not forthcoming,
it is only a matter of time before
Sinn Fein signs up o the police
boards, implementing DBritish
security policy. Sinn Fein's Mar-
tin McGuinness outlined his
parly’s vision on policing when
he said ‘We are very determined
1o bring about the kind of change
which would encourage young
nationalists to step out of Lheir
frent doors with their uniforms
on, with their heads held high.’
Figures recently released by
the PSNI reveal the reality of the
so called ‘peace process’ for the
nationalist community. Since
the year 2000 loyalists have
been responsible for over 500
pipe-bomb attacks, an average
of one every two days. These
figures exclude the hundreds of
blast and petrol bombs in daily

use and on the increase. |

HIV/AIDS - the fight

HANNAH CALLER

Acruss sub-Saharan Alrica,
29.4 million people are in-
fected wilth HIV. In 2002, 2.4
million people died. Four mil-
lion people are in need of
urgent drugs yet fewer than
50,000 are gelting them. Tub-
erculosis infects 70% of those
with HIV/AIDS, In South Af-
rica, 4.7 million peoplc are
infected, wilh an eslimale
that 200,000 people will die
this year. Of Malawi's 11 mil-
lion people approximately one
million are infected; AIDS
has reduced life expectancy
from 53 to 39 years and made
475,000 children orphans.
AIDS kills nmothers, fathers,
aunts and uncles and all those
who raise the family, who
should be working the land,
who teach the next generation,
who provide health care. AIDS
is being passed from mother to
child. Orphanages struggle to
cope. The HIV/AIDS epidemic
in India is thought to be follow-
ing the African path, only 15
years behind.

In 1985, GlaxoWellcome [now
GlaxeSmithKline) developed the
first anti-retroviral drug - AZT,
capable of suppressing the vir-
us; in 1987 Bristol Myers Squibb
made the second — ddl. There
have been about ten further drugs
developed. Yet in the wards of
sub-Saharan African hospilals
70% of people have HIV/AIDS
and there are no drugs lo treat
them with. In Malawi, drugs
for HIV/AIDS are available for
£18 a month imported from
the Indian generics firm Cipla.
A year's supply costs twice the
per capita income.

year.
In September 2000, multi-
millionaire Yusul Hamied, head
of Bombay-based Cipla, manu-
facturer of cheaper goneric
copies of medicines, offered to
sell AIDS drugs al less than a
tenth of their market price. This
forced the big companies lo
reduce prices but Cipla re-
mained cheaper. Despite this
just 50,000 of the almost 30 mil-
lion people infected with HIV in
sub-Saharan Africa are being
treated. Cost would always be an
issue, bul the bullying tactics of
the pharmaceutical industry aro
the main barrier to treatmenl.
US and European pharma-
coutical companies brought in a
World Trade Organisation agree-
ment called Trips, (trado related
intollectual  property  rights),
signing up every nation lo pro-
lect patents on new drugs for 20
years. In 2001, the industry was
forced to drop its court caso
against the South African pgov-
ernment for importing cheap

South Africa: 4.7 million people are infected; an estimated 200,000 peuplla will die this

drugs. In the same year, cam-
paigners won an exemption
clause to Trips: the Dola De-
claration, allowing developing
countries to ignore patents and
buy generic drugs in health
crises. The wrangling over pre-
cisely which countries and
which discases this applies to
has gone on for 14 menths, pre-
dominantly because of US stone-
walling. The pharmaceutical
lobby rocently provided $39
million to the Republicans, It
demands payback. It wants the
US to limit the scope of the
Doha Declaration.

In June 2001, the Global
Fund to fight AIDS, wberculo-
sis and malaria was sel up by
UN  Secrotary General Kofi
Annan o raise $10 billion a year
from rich countries to subsidise
treatment for the poor. So far
only $3.2 billien has been
pledged. Richard Feacham,
head of the Global Fund says
that when the HIV/AIDS pan-

for life

demic peaks in 2050/20060 it will
do more 1o destabilise the world
than any terrerist threats. While
the US spends  $200 billion or
more on war against Iraq, it has
so far donaled 4 paltry $500 mil-
lion 1o the Glebal Fund. Britain
has pledged $138 million to the
fund, spread over live years,

In South Africa. the Treat-
ment Action Campaign (TAC)
is al the forefront of ¢campaign-
ing around HIV/AIDS. Along
with trade unions and religious
groups, it organised a march
to condemn President Thabo
Mbeki's state of the natien ad-
dress in February that virtually
ignored the HIV/AIDS issue.
Last year a South African court
ruled that the government
should universally implement
its anti-retroviral treatment pro-
gramme in all state hospitals.
However this has not happened
and TAC has started a campaign
of non-violent civil disobedi-
ence to force the government to
acton the court ruling.

AIDS is destroying African
economies and eliminaling its
populations, While Jean-Pierro
Garnier, chief executive of Glaxo-
SmithKline, carned over £3.5
million in 2001, while the WTO
is deadlacked over exemptions
to the Trips agreement, hundreds
of men, women and childron are
dying of AIDS every day. There
can be no nico solutions in cor-
porate boardrooms and politi-
cians' offices in the imperialist
countries. The struggle to com-
bat the death and destruction
being wreaked on the oppressed
world by HIV/AIDS is a political
strugglo that will have to lake on
the imperialist drive for profit at
any human cost. ]
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While the forces of imperialism lead the world into ever-greater
barbarism, socialist Cuba is working to create the most cultured,
educated and humane society that has ever existed: a pathway of
hope for a better world. JIM CRAVEN examines the steps Cuba is
taking to deepen the revolution through socialist education.

nder capitalism people are
excluded from society by
many mechanisms: birth,
income, education, gender,
race, lack of access to power
and the media etc. These are inher-
ent in a class-based society, where
competition and individualism are
regarded as virtues. But under social-
ism these constraints do not auto-
matically disappear. Socialism is a
transitional stage. The class struggle
continues, It is the task of revolution-
aries to replace capitalist values and
structures with communist ones.

A better socialism is possible
In recent years Cuban revolutionar-
ies have admitted they could have
done much more to advance their
socialist society, even with the limit-
ed resources available during the
Special Period. In particular, they
have come to understand the central
importance of raising the education-
al and cultural level of all the Cuban
people, even beyond the cutstanding
levels already achieved. Only when

the people have knowledge and
ideas can they fully participate in
solving their problems and building
a better socialist society. Education is
crucial: for better child care and fam-
ily life; for handling the difficult
transition from childhood to teenag-
er; for improving health, diet and
hygiene; to satisfy cultural needs and
make people whole, rounded, fully
human beings; for political under-
standing to withstand imperialist
cultural domination and brainwash-
ing; for reducing privilege and rela-
tive poverty and hence the social
exclusion, crime and anti-social be-
haviour that stems from them.

Of course, bourgeois liberals and
academics also often talk about trans-
forming the world and ending pov-
erty through education. There have
been countless such national and
international programmes. The fact
they get nowhere is not simply due to
the mecessary resources not bein
made available, but that the somﬁ
relationships and economic class
interests in capitalist societies run
counter to any egalitarian, universal
advanced education system. In a
socialist society such as Cuba, work-

ing to eradicate class distinctions, the
possibility of success exists.

Education to transform
society

The Cuban vision is spectacular. In
a recent speech to an international
conference on pedagogy, Fidel Castro
put it this way: ‘In the last three
years, life has led us to a great Battle
of Ideas and the need to instil a criti-
cal rather than a self-complacent
view of our work and our historical
objectives.

‘There are new and higher chal-
lenges and an important lesson. We
are currently undertaking programmes
that we could never have dreamed of
in our early years as revolutionary
young radicals.

‘It is a fact that eradicating total
illiteracy within one year constituted
a feat; doing so with functional illit-
eracy took far longer. Now, with a
large human and ethical capital, a
great internationalist spirit and an

elevated political culture, any objec-
tive in education and culture, both

artistic and political, is within our
reach. These compact words merely
synthesise the essence of the educa-
tional revolution.

‘With fabulous means of transmit-
ting knowledge and culture, linked to
the introduction of new concepts in
the organisation and improvement of
the educational system, there is noth-
ing unusual in increasing three, four
or even five-fold, the knowledge that
our children, our adolescents and our
students are receiving,

‘Future developments in our edu-
cation will have notable political,
social and human connotations.

‘Today, ideas are the essential in-

strument in the battle of our species.

for its own survival, And ideas are
born from education. The fundamen-
tal values, including ethical ones, are
sown in this way. :
‘As education is the instrument
ar excellence in the search for
equality, well-being and social L =
tice, you can better understand why I
qualify what is currently taking place
in Cuban education in search of high-
er objectives as a profound revolu-
tion. It is the total transformation of
society itself, one of whose fruits will

7 s

~ are to achieve a qualilative change in

be a general integrated culture acces-
sible to all citizens.

The very material future of our
people is to be based on knowledge
and culture.’

100+ programmes

Over 100 programmes are underway
as part of this educational revolution.
They include extending higher educa-
tion to the whole population through
the televised University for All and in-
tensive courses for those who would
not previously have had the oppor-
tunity. Over 85,000 high school
graduates training as social workers,
80,000 unemployed young people
and thousands of redundant sugar
workers are already benefiting from
this programme, New municipal uni-
versities are planned and the number
of university students is set to rise by
50% in the next five years. The amaz-

ing aim within ten years is to raise
the average educational standard to

graduate level.

Improvements in' the school sys-
tem include reducing primary class
sizes to 20 and junior high school
classes to 15. Within two years an
extra 4,500 extra primary teachers
will be trained. A major programme
of classroom construction and school
refurbishment was completed in rec-
ord time last September, thanks to
the voluntary help and participation
of parents and the community. Every
school now has access to IT facilities
and 70,000 teachers have been trained
in their use. In a radical change to
educating those in the difficult 12 to
15 years age group, a less specialised,
more student-based approach has been

adopted and 30,000 high school

students have been recruited as class-
room assistants for their younger

" comrades.

To ensure an all-round, cultural
education every university must now
offer arts and humanilies courses.
Seven new arts schools are to be
opened in the municipalities and
4,000 new art teachers are to be
trained so as to ensure everyone has
the opportunily to pursue their lal-
ents and interests. Every village and

‘neighbourhood now has a cultural

centre where video films are screened
and discussed.

In Wlﬂ Cuba no-one Is to
be excluded .
But if these educational pro

mimes

ban socialism, we must remember
ly a means to a more

i d. The very concepl of
hat it means o be a member of soci-
5 to sformed. In capitalist
o own the means of
nd their associates — the
aro socloty, and the rest

on

n 28 February, as part of a
O'nalional security alert’, the
I Miami 5 — the five Cubans
incarceraled by the USA on trumped-
up spying charges — were all con-
demned to solitary confinement on
the orders of the Federal Bureau of
Prisons in Washington, the Depart-
ment of Justice and the US Attorney
General. Not only were all five sent
to the punishment blocks, known
as the ‘holes’, of their respective
prisons, they were put in the ‘box’
- reserved for those who breach
the ‘hole’s’ discipline code. However
none of the five has been accused of
any breach of prison discipline. Their
treatment is part of an arbitrary,
vindictive and politically motivated
campaign by the US administration.
The Attorney General has ordered
that these ‘special administrative
measures’ will not be reviewed until
24 February 2004, which means the
five will remain in isolation for a year
or more. This is not the first time
political prisoners have been arbitrar-
ily punished in the US because of
events in the outside world. After the
attacks on the Pentagon and World
Trade Centre many political prisoners
were put in punishment blocks and
solitary confinement.
The prison authorities are not al-
lowing the Cubans any visitors

and have cancelled the consular visit
to Fernando Gonzilez that had been

scheduled for 10 March. Two of the
men's wives have been refused per-
mission to enter the US and visit-
ors to Lompoc prison to see Gerardo
Hernandez and to Beaumont federal
prison to see Ramon Labanifio (in-
cluding Father Geoffrey Bottoms
from Blackpool) were turned away
despite having visits scheduled.

Not satisfied with solitary con-
finement for the Miami 5, the prison
authorities have resorted to sleep
deprivation torture by keeping the
lights on in their cells 24 hours a day.
The five Cubans are being denied
any contact with the outside world,
they are not allowed their post, any
access to their legal documents or to
contact their attorney. This cruel
treatment is a gross violation of
human rights, the US’s own constitu-
tion and the right to legal defence.

There will be a mobilisation of
support for the Miami 5 all around the
world on the weekend of 5 and 6
April and demonstrations outside
US embassies in many cities on
Monday 7 April. The fight to free the
Miami 5 and raise the profile of their
case has become even more urgent.

Join Rock around the Blockade
on a picket of the US embassy in
Grosvenor Square in London W1, 6-
7.30pm on Monday 7 April. Show
your opposition to the abuse and tor-
ture of the Cuban heroes held in the
empire’s gaols!

General election
in Cuba

General elections to the National

Assembly and Provincial Assemblies

were held in Cuba on 19 January. De-
spite calls by the counter-revolution-
ary Varela Project — much trumpeted
in the West — for a boycott, the turn
out for the elections was 8,115,000 or
97.61% of the country’s eligible vot-
ers, the highest in Cuban history.

50% of the candidates were nomi-
nated by the various mass organi-
sations such as the Committees for
the Defence of the Revolution, trade
unions, farmers’, students’ and
women's organisations. The other
50% were nominated directly by the
electorate. Both Party and non-Party
members were nominated. The Cuban
Communist Party does not itself
stand in elections.

Candidates did not have to be mil-
lionaires to stand for elections. On
the contrary all candidates received
the same publicity for their cam-
paigns — a simple CV - in another
measure to ensure that democracy is
what it should be: rule for the people
and by the people.

Cuba moves to
block US
interference

The Cuban government took strong
measures in March to block attempts
by the US to foment counter-revolu-
tion. Diplomats at the US Interests
Section in Havana will only be al-
lowed to travel outside the city aroa
with prior approval from the Gubans,
This follows months of extensive
trips around tho island by diplomatic
chief James Cason during which he
fagrantly violated normal diplomatic
protocol by interforing in Cuba's in-
tornal affalrs, Cason made high pro-
filo visits to Gubans opposod to the
socialist govornment, providing thom
with meoting facilitios and interna-
tional modia support. Many of these
peoplo are financed from US govern-

ment funds provided to front o
sations of the Miami mafia, :rrggﬁld

20 of them were later arrested and
charged by the Cuban authorities and
are now awaiting trial. Cason was

appointed last autumn by the notori-
ous Otto Reich (see FRFT 171).

Anti-Cuban
terrorists
rewarded in US

While the Miami 5 languish in soli-
tary confinement for working to pre-
vent US-backed terrorism against
Cuba, US authorities continue to
reward anti-Cuban terrorists.

A Miami Dade County judge mys-
teriously reduced from $200,000 to
$50,000 the bail of Antonio Cala-
tayud, a well-known and wealthy
leader of the Miami mafia charged
with defrauding Medicaid and low-
income patients out of $290,944.

Calatayud's many terrorist crimes
include participation in the RECE
organisation which bombed the
Cuban Trade Mission in Montreal in
1972, killing a diplomat, and the
planning and financing of the bomb-
ing of the Cuban Embassy in Paris in
1974. Calatayud was also a member
of the group which claimed respon-
sibility for bombing a Cuban pass-
enger plane in 1976, killing all 73
civilians on board.

i In nn:olhur incident, a Cuban air-
liner with 37 people on board was
forced to land in the United States in
March 2003 by six hijackers armed
with knives and hatchots. Instead of
totally condemning this criminal
action the US authoritios are to
impound the plane, having released
the hijackers from gaol, A US house-
wite, Ana Margrita  Martinez, is
claiming the plano as compensation
for boing deserted by hor Guban hus-
band, Juan Pablo Roque, a Cuban
agont who infiltrated the notorious
Brothers to the Rescuo, and had to
floe the US after warning Cuba that
the organisation was planning sabo-
tage flights over the island. This is
the second time the US has ignored
international conventions on hijack-
ing to’ give Martinoz and the Miami
mafia cheap anti-Cuban propaganda.

Ed Scrivens and Jim Craven
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‘Custody plus' will replace all short
prison sentences of under 12
months. It consists of a short period
in custody of up to three months, fol-
lowed by a longer period of proba-
tion supervision (minimum of six
months). The court can attach any of
a long list of specific requirements to
3 the supervision part of the sentence.
If both the court and the person being
sentenced agree, the prison part of
the sentence can be served as ‘inter-
OB mittent custody’.
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il | Determinate sentences
] As the rumours have suggested, peo-
ple convicted of non-violent offences
and sentenced to 12 months’ impris-
onment or more will be released
automatically on licence half way
through their sentence. However,
what has been far less well publi-
cised within prison is that the whole
of the second half of the sentence
will be spent on licence, with the
sentencing court able to recommend
a vast range of licence conditions. At
the moment, prisoners are released
either after completing half their sen-
tence (on parole], or two-thirds (at
—. their ‘non-parole date'). They are
" Anen on licence until the three-quar-
ters point, and, except in a minority

to supervision. In future all determi-
nate sentence prisoners will now be
subject to licence conditions up to
the expiry of their sentence.

of cases, they then ceasa to be-subject

Extended sentences

The Bill introduces a new scheme of
sentences for people who are ‘assessed
as dangerous' and are convicted of
‘specified sexual or violent offences’.
If the maximum sentence for the
offence is less than ten years they
will be given an ‘extended sentence’.

This is a finite sentence, but has a
licence period that is longer than the

sentence itself (an extra five years for
violent offences and nine years for
sexual ones).

Half way through an extended
sentence, a prisoner will be able to

apply for parole, and they will have
further opportunities to do this dur-
ing the remainder of their sentence,
however, if the Parole Board does not
agree to their release they will serve
the entire custodial sentence.

Imprisonment for public
protection/discretionary

life sentences

If someone assessed as ‘dangerous’
is convicted of a sexual or violent
offence for which the maximum sen-
tence length is ten years or more,
s/he will receive either a ‘sentence of

The prison system has been awash with rumours that the next Criminal Justice Act, currently at the Bill stage, contains a response by
the government to overcrowding which will result in prisoners being automatically released half-way through their sentences, instead
of having to apply for parole. In fact, although there are seeds of truth in this rumour, the Criminal Justice Bill is not a response to
overcrowding and its provisions are likely to result in yet another steep increase in the number of people serving lengthy prison
sentences. NICKI JAMESON reports.

imprisonment for public protection’
or a discretionary life sentence. In
either case the court will specify a
minimum term (similar to the current
“tariff’ or ‘relevant part’) to be served
in custody. After this point the pris-
oner can only be released if the
Parole Board agrees. Ten years after
release, those sentenced to impris-
onment for public protection will
be able to apply to the Parole Board
to have their licences rescinded.
Those serving discretionary life sen-
tences will be on licence for the rest
of their lives.

The net effect of all these meas-
ures will be a massive increase in the
number of people subject to some
form of custody or supervision. In
recent years the role of the probation
service has been rendered increasing-
ly draconian, and probation officers
have virtually ceased to assist with
welfare and resettlement, concentrat-
ing instead on policing people on
licence or community orders.
The implementation of the Criminal
Justice Bill will be bound to push
this trend still further, and the sole
function of probation officers will
become arranging for anyone consid-
ered to be in breach of their licence to
be recalled to prison. It is notoriously
difficult to appeal against recall deci-
sions, which are shamelessly operat-
ed on the basis of ‘guilty until proved
innocent’, and the prison population
will continue to increase.

The segregation unit at Full Sutton

ince 1994-5, when the Prison

Service instigated a delib-

erate policy of increased re-

pression against long-term
prisoners, the nature of segregation
unit regimes throughout the maxi-
mum security dispersal system has
become brutal and dehumanising. In
gaols like Long Lartin, Frankland
and Full Sutton control over prison-
ers in segregation is maintained by
physical violence and fear. Staff use a
strategy designed to create maximum
stress, which in turn is used as a jus-
tification for physically attacking
Prisoners pushed to the very edge of
psychological endurance and self-
control. Dr Bob Johnson, a doctor for
42 years, and one-time employee of
the Prison Service, said in a report
concerning the recent beating up of
Prisoner Charles Bronson in the seg-
Tegation unit at Full Sutton: ‘Perhaps
most troubling, there is the sugges-
tion of an under-culture of physical
brutality which may run something
. 2 follows — if a prisoner smashes
~ Property, then the staff are expected
!0 smash the prisoner.’ This strategy
- °f mentally winding prisoners up
- d then physically g‘eating them
- When they react is a strong character-
~ sing feature of all dispersal system
~ Segregation units at the moment.

By

Organise against

brutality

maximum security prisofj i York f§ ofik¢"again the focus of complaints

In 1994 FRFI highlighted the com-
plaints of prisoners in the Full Sutton
segregation unit who were experienc-
ing what amounted to a regime of ter-
ror. A gang of eight to ten prison offi-
cers were routinely dragging prison-
ers from their cells and systematical-
ly beating them, largely as a form of
group enjoyment. The police are cur-
rently investigating fresh complaints
about staff brutality in the Full
Sutton segregation unit, which prior
to any investigation of their own, the
prison authorities have predictably
refuted.

During the early days of the dis-
persal system some of the most high-
profile rebellions (Parkhurst 1969,
Hull 19786, etc) were provoked by ill-
treatment of prisoners in segregation.
The cumulative effect of those attl}ﬂ-
risings was a principle factor in ach-

jeving fundamental changes to the

running of segregation units in long-
term prisons. Since 1994-5, however,

and as a result of then Home Secret-

ary Michael Howard’s massive 0

slaught on the rights of prisoners
prisgn staff have seized back
power lo run segregalion

places of fear and gratuitous

Prison officer culture
been ‘with the vi

concerning staff brutality. This raises serious questions about the'treatment ofilong-term prisoners in segregation
units throughout the dispersal system. JOHN BOWDEN, currently at HMP Durham, reports.

threat and use of physical violence.
In the hidden world of the segrega-
tion unit that view is given open and
free expression. In some segregation
units so all-pervasive is the violence
that prisoners literally live in fear for
their lives.

Following the arrest and convic-
tion in 2000 of prison officers for bru-
talising prisoners in segregation at
Wormwood Scrubs, Director General
of Prisons, Martin Narey publicly de-
clared that in future such behaviour
would be rooted out and punished.
In 2002 I spoke with Narey and de-
scribed to him the behaviour of staff
in the segregation unit at Long Lartin,
He did absolutely nothing about my
complaint. In her mos! recent report

on Long Lartin, the Chief Inspector of

Prisons Ann Owers absurdly praised
the ‘professionalism’ of staff running

. trol should _b_e_mlin ned Y‘f‘! ﬂm’

amongst long-term prisoners ensured
that segregation unit staff were ever
mindful of the potential for collective
unrest and were. therefore, to a de-
gree, circumspect in their treatment
of prisoners. Today that wariness has
gone and abuse is widespread and
routine.

It took long-term prisoners in
Britain decades of struggle and sacri-
fice to shift the balance of power
slightly in their favour and stop the
brutalisation and murder of prisoners
in segregation. That struggle must be
pursued again by the current gen-
eration of long-term prisoners if the
thugs and sadists who now run
places like the Full Sutton segrega-
tion unit are to be stopped. |

Cheap — because
we use slave
labour

The Campaign against Prison Slav-
ery was launched at a conference in
Leeds on 1 February. On 5 April it
will be targeting Wilkinson’s, a com-
pany making stationery and house-
hold goods. Wilkinson’s claims to
have a ‘caring’ outlook and an ‘ethi-
cal’ view, and to work ‘in partner-
ship with local communities’. But
the reality is that rather than offer
jobs to the community, Wilkinson's
prefers to use the slave labour of a
captive non-unionised workforce in
order to keep its costs low and its
profits high.

Slavery has not been abolished in
Britain; behind high walls and
locked doors it still flourishes.
Working class people are forced to
toil in poor conditions, beyond the
reach of health and safety inspectors,
denied even the most basic employ-
ment and trade union rights, and
severely punished if they refuse to
work. In British prisons there have
been savage cuts in education budg-
ets over the past half-decade; any
pretence at rehabilitating prisoners
and empowering them with trade
skills has been abandoned. They are
now seen as a readily exploitable
labour force, a Third World colony in
Britain’s own backyard, cheap, non-
unionised, available, and literally
compelled to work.

If prisoners refuse to work, or are
not considered to be working hard
enough, they are punished — placed
in solitary confinement, brutalised,

denied visits, and can even end up
having days added to their sen-
tences. Private companies are mak-
ing enormous profits from prison
labour: £52.9 million in 1999, and
that figure is growing rapidly. They
use it because it is cheap — prisoners
may be paid less than £5 for a week’s
work —and for prisoners there are no
‘sickies’, no holidays, no union meet-
ings, no transport problems, and if
there's no work they can simply be
locked back in their cells. Prisoners
are treated in the way the bosses
would like to treat all of us.

Wilkinson's is one of many compa-
nies profiting from the slave labour of
prisoners. In Swansea prison for
example, prisoners forced to do pack-
ing work for Wilkinson's are paid lit-
tle more than £1 per day. This greedy
company would rather use slave
labour than give more work to its own
workers or employ new ones.

The issue of prison slavery is an
issue for all working-class people,
not least because it undermines
workers' pay and conditions gen-
erally. Not because prisoners are
somehow ‘stealing’ jobs — they have
absolutely no choice in the matter —
but because companies can drive
down the wages of their own
employees by using prison labour,
and it brings with it the threat of
short-time and redundancies. The
employees of Dysons, the vacuum-
cleaner manufacturer, for example,
were thrown out of work when
Dysons decided to use cheap non-
unionised labour in Malaysia, but
how many Dysons' workers know
that for some time the company had
been using cheap, non-unionised
labour at Full Sutton prison? Not sur-
prisingly the latter-day slave-masters
are desporate to keep their involve-
ment secret, from their own employ-
ees, and from the wider public,

Mark Barnsley

Contact the Campaign Agalnst Prison Slavery, The
Cardigan Centrs, Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS6 1LJ;
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riting in The Guard-
ian, Labour MP Tam
Dalyell described
Tony Blair as a ‘war
criminal’, but then went on to
say that ‘The Labour Party
will not tolerate a leader who
takes the country into an
avoidable war.’ Interviewed in
Al Ahram Weekly, the even
more left Labour MP George
Galloway tells us that the Lab-
our government’s foreign poli-
cy is ‘far from Labour’ but,
having said how opposed he
is to the war, goes on to say
that ‘I don’t want to leave the
Labour Party... Thope it will
not come to that’. But the
Labour Party has always been
a war party: it has always been
prepared to kill innocent peo-
ple to protect the interests of
British imperialism. Whilst
the Stop the War Coalition
continues to give the Labour
Party a platform, we must
campaign against those who
refuse to resign from the rot-
ten, racist and imperialist party.
On the 22 March national
demonstration, FRFI com-
rades held a public rally in
Hyde Park in front of a banner
which read: ‘Tony Blair drops
bombs, Tony Benn supported
sanctions. New Labour, Old
Labour are both deadly’.
There were heated exchanges

At the outbreak of war, London FRFI held a street meeting in Hyde Park

with Labour Party members;
but many, especially young
people, agreed with FRFL.

On the same day, other
London comrades travelled to
the US airbase at Fairford. Pol-
ice followed the three buses
carrying protestors into Glouc-
estershire. There, the local
police pulled the buses over,
stopped and searched them,
videoing their occupants. FRFI
comrades and some others pre-
dicted that the police were
going to turn the buses back, so

they set off to get to the airbase
on foot. As it turned out, they
were right: the police were
using tactics employed exten-
sively in the 1984/85 miners’
strike. The buses were turned
round and only a small pro-
portion of London protestors
actually got to Fairford.

A priority in anti-war work
must be building solidarity
with the Palestinian people.
FRFI continues to organise
regular M&S pickets and edu-
cational meetings in London,

highlighting Israel’s role in
defending imperialist inter-
osts in the Middle East. M&3
pickets have also continued
in central Manchester where
they have faced down harass-
ment from M&S management
and Zionists, one of whom
was arrested for possession of
a flick-knife. An FRTI M&S
picketer who spoke at the
15,000 strong Manchester anti-
war demonstration on 8 March
was the only speaker to de-
mand that Labour members
resign their membership. The
same message went out at the
22 March demo where the
Labour City Council —suppos-
edly anti-war — banned pro-
testors from rallying in Albert
Square. Later police stood by
when drunken football fans
attacked a Muslim family, and
instead arrested a young Mus-
lim woman, holding her for
four hours in Bootle Street
police station. FRFI support-
ers picketed the police station
until her release. On the same
day in Leeds, supporters atten-
ded a march of about 1,500,
and later held an M&S picket
in the city centre. They were
joined by about 40 of the dem-
onstrators in a lively and noisy
event. More pickets are plan-
ned. Leeds police were also
active: several plain clothes
officers joined the march and
later on hung around the picket
until they were photographed,
at which point they slunk off.
‘Star’ speaker at the march
was a Labour councillor, who
was challenged by many dem-

- alisml’ Room 61,/ 20 Kingsway, Leodon:
- We2 Nea o

onstrators shouting at him to

resign.

In Scotland, comrades par-
ticipated in spontaneous dem-
onstrations with local youth
outside the Scottish Labour
Party conference in Dundee
on the weekend after war
started, The left tried to pre-
vent this challenge, but failed.
Elsewhere, in both Edinburgh
and Glasgow, Scottish Social-
ist Party stewards held protes-
tors back from effective action.
In Edinburgh they stopped
young marchers from picket-
ing a police station to which
some of them had been taken
after they had been arrested.

As the war continues, anti-

SCOTLAND ;
Glasgaw public meeting Monday 7 Apx_il

Tpm: Stop the Warl Fight Labour [mperi-
alismi Room'7 Partick Burgh Halls, Burgh

" Hall Sireet (off Dumbarton Boad) Nearest

underground:station: Partick.

Dundee public meeting Thursday 15 May
“-7:30pm:: No. to’ imperialist warl -No to
¢ [abour Imperialism Room G1, University
 “Tewier, Dundee University, Perth Road,

Contact FRF) In Scotland: wrife to Unit 111;
36 West George Street, Glasgow G2 10E, or

emall frfiscolland€yahog.co.uk or phone "

7779785 520:

CLONDON
i public meeting: Wednesday: 23 April:7-:

 gpm: Stop the War] Fight Labour Imperi-
yeat Tibe Rokbor -

imperialists must join with
FRFI supporters in challeng-
ing the Labour left and their
admirers in the Stop the War
Coalition. We must create a
new movement which is anti-
imperialist and which there-
fore has broken with Labour.
When police start to prevent
effective protest from taking
place, we must build support
for those arrested, and organ-
ise to defend our rights, for it
is certain that the respectable
Jeft will not. We urge readers
to contact us to get involved in
puilding a real anti-imperial-
ist, anti-war movement.

Stop the War! No to Labour

imperialism!

12-2pm: nex{ dates are-T 2 April, 26 April,
10 May and 24 May. Phone to confirm.

FRFI Victory fo the Intifada group meet~
ings: Wedriesday 8 Aprilarid 7 May at
7pm in Room 575, St Clement’s Building,
Houghton Street. Nearest tube: Hoflborn.

For more information, pr:urie 02078371688
or e-mail victoryintifada@hotmail.com

MANCHESTER

FAFI anti-imperialist fonum Sunday 27
April 2pm: Stop the War! Victory 1o the
Intifadal Cross Street Chapel, Cross Stree,
Manchester city cenire.

Boyeatt Marks & Spencer: Pickets every
Saturday 12-3pm.’ Market Street.: Man-
chester; For details of these and othersin
Bolton and Leeds contact 07616 547066

‘dremail victory: ntifada@yahoo.cont

MIDLANDS ;
For details of reqular: antf-war stalls and

‘Marks: & Spencer pickets: contact 07803
1939713 or 020 7837 1688 or email mic-
landsreg@hotrmall.com: -

n 19 April, Rock around
the Blockade will be send-
ing its fifth brigade to
Cuba. The brigadistas are an
eclectic  group, including
Kurdish and Turkish refugees,
Scottish students, Asian youth,
doctors, teachers, squatters
and trade union activists. The
group is united by its commit-
ment to building a socialist
movement in Britain and eag-
erness to learn from the Cuban
example.
The visit, organised by Cuba’s
Union of Young Communists,
will include many discussions
with representatives of mass
organisations and the Cuban
Communist Party, as well as
opportunities to visit projects
such as schools, Pioneer Palaces
(children'’s palaces), an old peo-
ple’s home and family doctor’s
clinic to see the building of
socialism in practice. We will
visit the offices of Cuba’s com-
munist youth newspaper, Juven-
tud Rebelde, visit the Latin
American School of Medicine,
Cuba’s International School of
Sports and Physical Education,
spend time with social work

students involved in the latest

phase of Cuba'’s efforts to ensure
social inclusion for all, and

All over the world people are demonstrating for the release of the Mlaml 5

cupied by a US naval base. In
2000, a Rock around the Block-
ade brigade brought a sound
system as material aid for the
Union of Young Communists
(UJC). This year’s brigade will

be visiting the community

“who are still served by the
sound system in the form of a

 mobile disco that travels ar-.

arts of
nce, Mm th

ings and discussions, we look
forward to hearing more about
the ideological and practical
initiatives Cuba is involved in
at the moment as part of the

" Battle of Ideas. We will also be

discussing with Cuban com-
munists the campaign to fres
the Miami 5, locked up in

illegal and inhumane solitary
the confinement in prisons in the

US, as well as hearing Cuba's
pective on imporialism's

Rock around the Blockade round-up

Rock around the Blockade goes to Guba &

the Cubans some information
exposing the truth about capi-
talism.

We look forward to return-
ing to Britain inspired to
redouble our éfforts'to build
an anti-imperialist ‘socialist
movement here.

As well as raising awareness
about Cuba with a showing of
the excellent documentary EI
Che, about Che Guevara’s con-
tribution to the Cuban Revolu-
tion, we have been raising
money to support the UJC
with another hugely success-
ful Rebel Music club night
which made over £1,000 on 28
March., We urge all readers to
contribute to the fundraising
to help the UJC in their practi-
cal and ideological work with
the Cuban youth and help
maintain the Guantanamo
sound system.

Please send cheques, payable
to Rock around the Blockade,
to BCM Box 5809, London
WC1N 3XX,

We hope that you will all be
able to attend the report back
meetings that will be happen-
ing up and down the country
on our return. You will be able
to hear the latest news from
Cuba and reports of the politi-
cal debates going on there at
‘the moment, Please ring for

" details or send us your email

address so that we can let you
know of report back meetings

~ in your area. See box for
details of those arranged so

- Monday 7 April 6-7.30pm The Miami5. -
i are Innocent! No to solitary confinement!
. Damonstration to mark the appeal of the Miamni 5.

. Rock arotind the Blockade will be picketing the US Embassy In Grosvenor Square,
“London W1 10 demand freedom for the five men and protest against the lllegal

- and Inhumane conditions of their detention. Bring whistles, banners, loud volces
i and be prapared for streat theatre. .

i sunday 18 May 11am-5pm. London brigade report back
- Venue to be confirmed - ring or e-mail for tetalls.
= Came and hear eye-witness reports from the brigadistas about Cuban socialism

&
N

and the work the UJC Is doing with the youth, and discuss the current political
Jssues facing Cuba and the Cuban perspective on the imperialist onslaught

© ‘against Iraq.

. Lelcester brigade reportback meeting
* Sunday 25 May, 2pm

. Life in revolutionary Guba now

- Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Lelcester. E g

ol Mol ster. Everyona welcome. Tel: 07803 939

~ Rock around the Blockade will ba supporting FRFI Stop the War stalls on

Saturdays 12-2pm.

about how you can gat involved.

LA

{ELRR

 Phone 0207837 1688 or e-mall the campalgn on: office@ralb.org.uk for more

- Rook around the Blockade webste:wanwatb.org vk

I would like to help the work of Rock around the Blockade by
[ lolning Rock around the Blockade (€10 high waged/

£4 low waged/£2 unwaged, payabla to Rock around the Blockade)
[ belng sentdetalls of events in my areas

(] makingadonationg
Name

Address

e-mall

Retumn to Rock around the Blockado, B
i , BCM Box 5909, London WC1N
e-malk: org.uk or tel: 020 7837 1688 2
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"CHOOSE THE

i you befieve that the treachery
of the opportunist British labour
and trade union movement must
pe chafienged, then there Is no
pliernstive - Join the RCG!

1would like to join/receive
more information

about the RCG I:]
1 would like to join an

FRFl Readers &

Supporters Group D
Name

Address _

Tel -
SUBSCRIBE
to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain

FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!
| e

Subscription rates:

« Britain {inc N. Ireland): £6 for 6
Issves, £11 for 12 issves

» Europe (Air) : £9.50 for 6 issues,
£1B for 12 issves

* Rest of world (Alr PPR): £11 for 6
Issues, £21 for 12 issves

= Restot world (Alr-sealed): £16 for 6
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website:

write to

FRFI BCM Box 5009 London WC1N AXX  e-mall:
www.revolutionarycommunist.com and www.rcgfrﬂ.easynet.co.;lk

rcgfrfi@easynet.co.uk

Fighting against the war in Bolton

Aa yel another wat loomed on
the horizon, and hapes for peace
were fast [ading away, my friend
and | asked ourselves, as many
others may also have, “What can
we daT In times like this, you
can’l escape that foeling of
helplessnoss. that you're only a
small potato anyway.

So tay friend and 1 decided that
action, no metter how stmall. is
better than inaction. Your
existence can shape the world
through your choice to act and
through your choice not to acl.
Sometimes you can't help bul feel
complicil in the state torrorism
that is rampant today if you sit
back and let oppressed poople
everywhere get steamrollered. My
friend and I couldn't handle that,

How do you respond to such
crises? Well. you can picket.
Inspired by the dedication of
those that make up the Boycott
Marks & Spencer’s picket in
Manchester, Komal and 1 set ahout
otganising a picket of our own.
‘We hadn't done anything like this
before, but we thought it was

about time that such activities
tonk place in Bolton too. Yes,
Bolton seemed quite a quiet town,
but we had plans to make a whole
loada noise!

It was a sunny Saturday, and
people were busy shopping and
carrying on with their daily
routine. Strange. isn't it. that there

12 a whale nation being
annihilated by our government. a
governmenl that we collectively
clected, and yot this fact sits
comfortably with many people?
Yes. some of us can hear aboul the
horrors going on over thers, and
not feel compelled lo speak out,
ery out, scream. Is thero an ounce
of sanily, a shred of humanity lefl
inus yo!? What have we loarned
from slavery, the holocaust,
Vieltnam? Does the word
imperialism ring a bell, anyone?
Komal, me, and some socialists
boldly marched through Lhe city
centre and climbed up the steps of
Bolton Town Hall for all to see, for
all to hear. Megaphone in one
hand, and placard in the other,
Komael cleared her throat and
called the peaple of Bolton to
attention. Hello? Does anyone
care whal is happening to our
fellow human beings? So, there
we were, talking about facts. Goad
solid facts. Things that are only
words to some people, but are an
everyday reality for the tired,
hungry, desperate people of Iraq.
‘We talked about how Saddam ¢
Hussein was a buddy one day, and
when he didn'l dance to our tune,
he became an enemy. We lalked
about the devastation of a nation
through sanctions, the horrific
effects of depleted uranium. And
Blair speaks lies, blatant lies.
Apparently, he reckons we're

doing this to bring stabilily lo the
Middle East by taking away
Saddam Hussein's elusive
weapons of mass destruction.
Pardon mo for being pedantic, but
aren’l we forgetting something?
Whal aboul Tsrael? It might have
escaped your notice, bul lsrael has
weapons of mass destruction, and
will recklessly use them.

Komal and [ just wanted to tel]
people the truth, because we
weren't going to lel the politicians
shroud reality with their flowery
rhetoric, when what their words
were actually shrouding was the
corpse of Iraq. Se there we were,
urging people to stand up for
justice, not to back this terrible
war. Yes, we were speaking out,
and by-passers stopped, shopping
bags in hands, and lookod over at
us in amazement. Would you just
look at those two headscarved
Asian girls stood there, shouting
out about Iraq? Lots of people
came up to sign the petition
against the war,

Then, there was the aggressive
racism. Oh yes, Lhere is always
one. Well, actually, there were
several. The Lhing with the pro-
war people that we encountered
was that they didn't actually have
a single rational justification
whatsoever. That is what struck
me. 'Kill the black b******5!
They'll only bomb us anyway!’
Really? Who lold you that, I

wonder? What encourages you [n
these kind of slluatinns is the
though! of the Palestinians. In the
face of lanks, misslles, helicopter
gunships, they fight on, What s
stopping us?

[ decided to go down and talk te
somo of the young people who
were [lippantly shouting pro-war
comments. So, why de you think
that 11 September was a tragedy,
which It was, and think that the
killing of many more [raqls [s
okayf It was sad lo sco that [t was
simply racism, However, what
was encouraging was that they
were open to dialogue, and some
of the young peopls actually went
away rothinking thoir ideas. So,
the weapons Inspectors haven't
found any weapons? You're not
actually supporting Saddam
Hussein, but the [raqi people?

Things seem ta be changing.
We've seen the biggost
demonstration in history take
place in London. More and more
young people are scrutinising
what their government is doing to
defenceless people everywhere.

The Labour government may
have thought that we, the British
people, would let it get away with
murder. The Labour gevernment
can think again.

NAFISA
Bolton

lee House Books sell all kinds of
second-hand books. Qur special
interests include progressive fiction
and non-fiction from around the
world. We are always interested in
buying books - either single titles
or collections. Call 0116 292 1964
or visit our website at
wwicehousebooks.co.uk

IN MEMORIAM
Rene Waller
3 Agril 1913-22 March 1999

Rene Waller died aged 85 on 22 March
1999, She had been a fighter for
socialism all her ife. She joined the
Lahour Party in 1931 and formed a
branch of the Labour League of Youth
1o support Republican Spain. In 1937,
Rene joined the Communist Party. In
her 70s, she was a founder member of
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group
and was regularly on the picket out-
side the South African Embassy.

In 1991, aged 78, Rene joined the
RCG and was active within the pen-
sioners” movement. We remember
her enthusiasm in reminding us all
ﬁhmwmﬁwmmm’

IN MEMORIAM
June Taylor
12 June 1943-10 March 1997

June Taylor made an invaluable and
unstinting contribution to the
production of FRF from its launch
In 1979 until her sudden death In
1997. We miss her greatly as a
friend and comrade.

S et stidentawho protefisd
up and down the country overthe

Wﬂt sharp lesson
n British democracy. Not only is
the government bombing for
peace, but it is coming down hard
on the right to protest. In London
hundreds of pupils left school to
sit down in Parliament Square on
the day war started. They were
assaulled by the police who first
removed numbers from their
uniforms so that they could not be
identified. Pupils aged from 11
vears old were punched in the
{ace, had their arms twisted and
were dumped heavily on the
pavement Now school
headteachers in the London
Borough of Camden have met to
agree unanimounsly to punish

Clampdown on
school students

. .
upils if they s any mora o4 5
P thocissd: Halloms tn "‘
protest over the war in Iraq.
London Mayor Ken Livingstane

has sent a patronising letter to all
London teachers asking them to

be on the lookout for intolerance
directed at minority groups and

be sensilive about the war. The
real message being sent to

teachers and pupils is: be neutral

— which means shut up and don’t
do anything, don't ask questions,
agree with us, we know best, no
badpges, banners or statements are
allpwed. This js threats and
censorship. For this reason, in
wriling to your newspaper, [ sign
myself:

ACAMDEN TEACHER

Foﬂowing 11 Septomber 2001,
the US administration has
launched a domestic crusade
apains! Arab-Americans, an aitack
on basic freedoms unprecedented
since the infamous ‘Palmer Ralds'
in 1919. Then, repression sgalnst
the American left led to the
detention of more Lhan 6,000
people, most of them immigrants.
Like the Palmer Raids, the "anti-
terrorist’ campaign is direcied
principally agains! lmmigrants,
many of them undocumented.
Racial profiling has been a
major part of this assault.
Thousands of Muslims, South
Asians and Arabs have been
questioned and hundreds
arrested, including US citizens.
Jailed for many months on minor
immigration or lax charges these
men and their families are thun
forced to leave the country, while
even residents and citizens are
fleeing. A Muslim woman who
refused 10 remove her headscarf at

Chicago's O'Hare alrport was

Massive attack on civil
rights in the USA

subjecied to a body search.
Passengers of Middle Eastern ar
South Asian origin have been
removed from fights because
passengers claimed that they
made them ‘feel uncomforiable’,

Capadian refugee camps have
been crowded oul with theusands
of South Asians trying lo leave Lhe
US out of fear of arrest,
interrogation and detention.
Immigrants from 22 countries
who remaln have 1o regisler with
the INS, be photogrephed and
fingerprinted.

Last summer, Peter Kirsanow, a
Bush appolntee Lo the US
Commission on Civi] Rights, sald
tha! ‘not too many people will be
crying in thoir beer Lf there are
more delentions, more stops and
more profiling’. Hu added that, I
there is & fulure atlack in America
‘and they comv from Lhv same
othuic group thal sttacked the
World Trade Centre, you can
forgot ubout civil rights’.
Kirsanow is the former head of the

no coverage in the mainstream
media, thousands of school
students have mobilised all over
Scotland. On strike from school
and laking to the streets of
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dundee,
the pupils, alongside college and
universily students, rogistered
their protest by gaining control of
the streots and closing down Lhe
major city centres. These protests
and demonstrations have been
organised by Scoltish Socialist
Youth and have included
speakers such as Mark Thomas,
Tommy Sheridan and Keef
Tamkinson. Vast numbers of
people aro becoming politicised
and willing to engage in active
politics, and it would appear as
though this most valuable asset is
not being utilised to its full
potential.

Where past demonstrations
have, in most cases, seen only the
faithful of the ‘old lefl’ turn out —
the ‘usual suspects’ — tho advent
of another imperialist war on such
a grand scale has left the

Scottish school
st_udents oppose war

=~ ospite having received little or -

‘movement open to people from all
walks of life. This has allowed for
different trends to develop within
the movement. The pacifist
apposition to war in its entirety.
the opposition to war without a
second UN resolution (with the
oplion of pledging support to
British troops once war began),
and the opposition to war on an
anti-imperialist basis.

It is vital that these huge
numbers of people who walk the
streets in protest and defiance of
the imperialist British
government are nat left
disillusioned with the left option
within politics. Threats must be
carried out, the cities must stop. If
the anti-war movement wishes to
gain credibility it must prove that
it doos stand for something
concrele, and not changs its
outlook and opinion in lino with
the racist Labour Party’s actions.

No to imperialist war! Fight
racism! Fight impetialism!

LINSAY POWELL
Glasgow, Scolland

right-wing Contre for New Black
Leadership.

The 'Federal Burcau of
Intimidation’ (FBI) has held press
conferences aboul its prosecution
of poople gullty of hate crimes
againsl Arab-Americans. Bul,
bebind the scenes, the FBI is
working part of the same crusade.
It recently emerged that the
bureau's 56 fiold offices have
been ordered to develop
‘domagraphic’ (la racist) proflles
of thels localities - includlng
tallying the number of mosquus.
Thoso profiles are then usod Lo sol
goals for countor-terrorism
Investigations and secrel national-
socurily wirelaps in each region.

Even some consorvalives
have condemited this shredding
of the US Constilution, Yel the
wrotchod Democrat teadorship
has supported most of these
attacks. But many thousands of
Amvricans have been drawn

into the fightback against thom,
mast notably other Americans

of colour. Black organisations
and political loadors have
denounced the attacks; Japanese-
Americans have condemned

the detentions; Latinos have
joined tho protest against attacks
on Immigrant rights, Americans of
all colours, Including votetans of
tho Clvil Rights and anti-Vietnam
war struggles have joined the
rosistance agalnst war and
linked It te the struggle for
Immigrants’ rights and civil
liberties. Protests have included
supporting Immigrants visitlng
INS oflices, candlo-light vigils,
local marches, mostings in
church and community halls as
wall as jamining the While
House switchboard with phone
calls.

ANTI-WAR ACTIVIST
San Francisco

Palestine and
the public

Rnislng the public awareness of
Palestine and the problems of the
people there I3 never going to be
easy — constanl news reports of
Palestinlan ‘violenea’, which
handily omit the lsraeli tereor that
causes the violent retallation, will
anly keep people in the dark - but
thore Is hopo.

In the forum that is the public
outery against war on Iraq, there Is
an opportunity to bring the issus
of Palastine to the fore —
something some comrades and [
achieved successfully in Leeds on
Saturday 22 March, in Lhe
aftermath of war breaking out.

Woe organised a picket of Marks
& Spencer for 1.30pm - around
the time the local ant-war
demonstration was finishing -
outside the store in the city
centre, aiming to highlight its
sponsorship of the Israeli terror
campalgn. We amassed around 50
people and, with placards, leaflets
and petitions. it was impossible
not to notice us outside the store.

We also attracted two police
vans, a multitude of police
officers, plainclothes police
officers and eround four M&S
security guards all quietly
observing the picket. In contrast,
we were far from quiet! A team of
young Asian women led the
chanting. The noise of the picket.
aided by chants such as ‘Sharon,
Sharon, you will see - Palestine
will be frea!’ served to smash
down any public misconceptions
about this unjust world. That
Saturday proved that support for
the Palestinian movement is
getting stronger, that people can
only become more knowledgeable

and that we need to provide this
focus constantly. We need to
provide a voice for people and we
can do it. It’s only a matter of time
before the world wakes up - we
need to shout louder!

DANIEL WARDLE
Leeds

British and
US hypocrisy

I was disgusted with the brazen
hypocrisy of the British and US
governments in denouncing lraq
for breaking the Geneva
Convention by showing their
prisoners on TV and for fighting
the invaders in civilian clothes.
In Afghanistan the US tore up
the Geneva Convention and
shipped the prisoners off to cages
at Guantanamo Bay to be held
indefinitely without POW status,
charge or trial. Secrelary of
‘Defence’ Rumsfeld complains
that [nternational treaties
forbidding the use of 'calmative’
agents in warfaro are a
‘strajtjackel’. These were used in
the Moscow Lheatre siege last
yoar, killing 150. Tho British
media has published images of
dead [raqi soldiers and POWs
with guns hald o their heads,
This is a blitzkrieg war with the
Coalilion possessing weapons
whase number, sophisticalion
and destructive powert the
Lultwaffe's Horman Goering
could not even have dreamed of.
Thousands of cruise missiles are
fired at the pross of a button
bundreds of kilometres from their
targot. The modia are largsly
uncritical propagandists foc the
war, the death of ane professional
British seldiec lnvading leag is a
"trugedy’ while tho killing and
Infuring of so many hundred or
thousand [raql civilians and
soldiers is mentionod Lo passing

PALL ELLIS

North Londen
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In the run-up to the
imperialist attack on Irag, the
previous racist caricature of
the lazy, ‘bogus’ asylum
seeker has been
embellished by the new
caricatures of the ‘terrorist
asylum seeker’, who seeks
shelter in our benevolent
democracy, only to spend his
time plotting to poison or
bomb us, and the infectious
asylum seeker, who is
carrying TB, hepatitis,
HIV/AIDS and other
diseases. None of this
propaganda is accidental; all
of it suits the Labour
government, as it wages its

racist war in the Middle East,
and plans new measures 10

restrict immigration and
subjugate immigrants.
NICKI JAMESON reports.

n 7 February 2003 Tony Blair
announced on Newsnight
that the government would
be aiming to reduce asylum
applications to Britain by
30-40% in the next few months and
by 50% by September. This announce-
ment was a very transparent PR stunt
in advance of the release of the fig-
ures for asylum applications last
year. It served both to hype up the
‘problem’ of unwanted foreign en-
trants, and to make the proposed dra-
conian solutions appear to be a pro-
portionate response to the ‘crisis’.
During most of 2002 the number of
applications for asylum rose continu-
ously, with 19,520 applicants in the
first quarter, 20,400 in the second,
22,560 in the third and 23,385 in the
fourth. This peaked at 8,900 appli-
cations in October 2002, the month
which Blair has decreed the ‘bench-
mark’ from which the government

on asylum seekers

will proceed to make reductions it
can then publicly boast about.

The largest numbers of asylum
applicants in 2002 were from Iraq,
Afghanislan, Somalia and Zimbabwe.
The first three countries are the
scenes of recent or current imperial-
ist attack and invasion; the fourth is a
former British colony where the fall-
out from constitutionally enshrined
white privilege is still being played
out. It is no surprise that any of them
have produced large numbers of
refugees, and it will be even less sur-
prising when the current murderous
onslaught on Iraq results in yet more
Kurds and Iraqis fleeing to seek sanc-
tuary in neighbouring countries in
the Middle East and, if they can make
it, in Europe.

In advance of this eventuality, the
government has come up with a
bizarre proposal that it is attempting
to sell to the rest of the European

Union. Depending on which spin is
put on it, the plan is for ‘detention
centres’, ‘camps’, ‘protection areas’
or ‘safe havens' to be constructed.
These are not simply the Red Cross-
administered refugee camps which
spring up on the borders of any war-
torn country, and which are currently
being constructed in Jordan to house
those fleeing Iraq. The idea is that
Britain and any other west European
country that signs up to the scheme
pays a poorer nation, such as Albania
or the Ukraine, to run a detention
centre for it. Asylum seekers who
reach Britain will register their asy-
lum claim and, instead of then being
dispersed to some hostile part of the
country, or sent to Oakington, Camps-
field House or a British prison, they
will be flown to Albania where they
will be detained while their claim is
processed.

In the shorter term, Home Sec-

retary David Blunkett has announced
plans to forcibly deport thousands of
Afghan refugees, and has declared a
selection of countries to be ‘safe’ —
meaning that asylum applications
will automatically be rejected. He
has also implemented a requirement
that all visitors from Jamaica obtain
visas prior to travelling to Britain.

As Labour becomes more openly
bellicose, Home Secretary Blunkett
is himself becoming more and more
overtly racist, and less concerned
about any trappings of political cor-
rectness. This was abundantly clear
in his recent sickening adulation of
the editor of the viciously xenopho-
bic Daily Mail. Blunkett said that the
Mail, which is infamous for its sus-
tained vitriolic attacks on minorities
‘reflects the best of journalism’,

Blunkett has all the characteristics
of a petty tyrant and relies on the
support of the most fascist sections
of the press to support him when
anything goes wrong in his crusade
against immigrants. The Labour
Party’s plans to starve refugees were
recently dealt a blow in the courts
when lawyers acting on behalf of
refugees successfully challenged sec-
ton 55 of the Nationality, Immi-
gration and Asylum Act 2002. This
section deprives asylum seekers
of all access to state support if they
fail to register their asylum claim

the moment they arrive in Bri-
tain. Both the High Court and the
Court of Appeal found for toe
refugees and against the goverument.
Blunkew's response was predictably
to rail against the courts for being a
‘threat to democracy’ — a line loudly
echoed of course by the racist Daily
Mail. |

S: closer to fascism

' hancement Act, the US government

The USA Patriot Act of 2001 constituted the most dramatic expansion of state power
at the expense of civil liberties in the history of the United States. New legislation,
drafted in secret by the US Department of Justice and leaked by an insider, would
intensify even further the drive of the US government toward totalitarian state powers.

DALTON HILLIARD reports.

n January 2003 the Domestic Sec-
urity Enhancement Act, drafted
under heavy 'secrecy by the De-
partment of Justice as a redux to

the Pafriot Act of 2001, was

‘Total Information Awareness.

States citizens and residents, called

The proposed logislation is the lat-
est and most radical step in a shift
‘over recent years towards increasing-
ly extensive : Cou) tahfs

~ by kangaroo-court military tribunals,

person was charged with a terrorist-
rolated crime.
In late 2001 President George W

‘Bush issued an [Executive Order,

which authorised trials for foreigners

further undermining constitutionally
teed rights and the Genova
ion, Hundreds of individu-
re brought bound and gagged
ncentration camp in the impe-
of Guantanamo Bay,

they f.%':lpgnmin- today,

the Canadian government, until the
US forced Canada to begin turning
back asylum seekers at the border, an
order Canada has dutifully obeyed.
With,the Domestic Security En-

is attempting to legitimate unconsti-
tutional powers it has attempted to
usurp for itself already, with only
partial success. In one case, the gov-
ernment refused to permit Yaser
Esam Hamdi access to a lawyer or to
the evidence against him, despite the
fact that he is a US citizen. One court,
headed by Judge Robert Doumar,
found in Hamdi’s favour, comment-
ing: ‘I tried valiantly to find a case of
any kind, in any court, where a
lawyer couldn’t meet with a client.
This case sets the most interesting

recedent in relation to that which

as ever existed in Anglo-American
jurisprudence since the days of the
Star Chamber.’ An appeals court,
however, subsequently overturned
Doumar's decision, arguing that the
courts have no say in matters of
national security,

If approved, the Domestic Secur-
ity Enhancoment Act would allow the
government to avoid the courts alto-

other and would constitute the most
(gimmalic step yat along the path to-
ward totalitarian state powers in the
United States. Most significant, it

- would extend to US citizons what

has until now heen a gross abuse pri-

 marily of the civil rights of non-natu-
 ralised immigrants, Under Section 201
- of the logislation, the Department of

Justice, on its sole discretion and en-

- tiroly independent of the courts, would

have the authority to detain US citi-
zons accused of terrorism, without

disclosing any information on their
whereabouts, the reason for their ar-
rest or the charges against them. The
provision grants the government the
authority to revoke habeas corpus at
its whim, dismantling in the process
the most basic defence against the
state’s ability to ‘disappear’ its citi-
zens without legal recourse.

In addition, the legislation would
authorise a vast expansion of govern-
ment capacity to spy and invade pri-
vacy, by permitting blanket electronic
surveillance of citizens in times
deemed by the government to be ‘an
emergency’, by making it impossible
to sue a corporation that provides
confidential consumer information
to the government without consent
and by authorising the creation of a
universal database of information on
citizens, shared by the FBI, the CIA
and all other governmental agencies,

Despite tha fact that the proposed
legislation constitutes the most com-
prehensive assault on constitutional
rights and civil liberties in the nat-
ion’s history, the leak of the Domestic
Socurity Enhancement Act received
essontially no coverage in the corpo-
rate-owned media in the United
States. The proposed legislation
faced some mild criticism in the US
Congress, generally surrounding ‘the
complete veil of secrecy with which
the document has been drafted’. It is
generally assumed, however, that the
Department of Justice will wait to
introduce the legislation until an-
other terrorist attack has taken place,
all but assuring the approval of a
cowed and corrupt Congress and tak-
ing the United States a significant
step closer to fascism. |
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