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INTIFADA UNDER SIEGE

The end of the war in Iraqg has left the Zionist state in com-
plete military ascendancy within the Middle East. Iraq has
been crushed, US imperialism directly threatens both Syria
and Iran. Other Arab regimes, terrified of offending their
imperialist paymasters, preoccupy themselves with sup-
pressing internal opposition to their capitulation. Wringing
their hands in useless complaint, they have given the Zionists
a free hand to destroy the Intifada. Sharon is about to seize
the opportunity; he has been given a green light by the Bush
administration. The situation facing the Palestinian people is
now very grave, ROBERT CLOUGH roports.
Sharon’s strategy has become |

) mﬂrkablyc]aar,ovmﬂ:aputweek@
He has now ush’

Palestinian people might provoke
instability in the Middle East. No
longer: the Arab regimes have proved
that they are effective gendarmes
against their people even during the
onslaught on Iraq. Whilst the new
Palestinian Authority leadership des-
perately seeks negotiations, Sharon
will demand more and more con-
cessions in advance, knowing that
time is on his side, Meanwhile he
will continue to hit at the Gaza Strip
in an attempt to destroy the will of
the Palestinian people.

i IhB Wfﬂﬂﬂﬂ wall

pin of Sharon’s stratagg
tion’ wall which he
hi defence

ational

Israeli

(see FRFI 170).

When finished this western leg
will be 360km long; it will annex
10% of the West Bank to Israel, trans-
ferring 57 settlements with 303,000
settlers into Israel, together with
385,000 Palestinians who will be
granted neither residential status nor
citizenship. The first section, 114km
long, is being constructed in the
north and will be completed by July.
Long sections are medieval in style,
up to 30 feet high, with huge guard
towers every 300 metres or so. It will
fence in 17 villages and towns, hem-
ming in 110,000 Palestinians, Land
between the wall and the border will
be a closed military zone.

Qalqilya will be completely sur-
rounded by the 8-metre-high wall, its
48,000 population will only be able
~to get into and out of the town
 through a single checkpoint. Undor-
neath Qalqilya is the Western Aqui-
for wator system which provides
% of the West Bank's water re-
0s. Israel will confiscate this
plsms with 14 wells which rovida
0% of the town's water supp
Now the Sharon governmont has

made two key decisions about the
wall. The first is to re-route the west-
ern section so that it makes even
greater detours into the West Bank to
include the large settlements of
Ariel, Kedumim and Immanuel on
the Israeli side. The second is to add
an eastern section which will allow
huge swathes of the Jordan valley to
be annexed to Israel (see map on page
3), leaving Jericho in complete isola-
tion.

Sharon’s view is that ‘there will
never be a situation in which the
Jordan valley, a vital eastern security
sector for Israel, will not be in the
hands of Israel. That region will be in
the hands of Israel forever’ (quote by
Jonathan Cook, Electronic Intifada,
28 March 2003).

Four Palestinian bantustans will
bo created; Jerusalem will be
annexed in its entirety and Bethle-
hem will be surrounded. Whilst
Sharon denies the wall will be a new
border, in practice its cost (estimated
at a total of $2,000m for its 1,000
kilometre length) will make it an
enduring fixture.

continued on page 3



Welcome...

‘The politician is the cement in
this crazy house... We rationalize
the irrational. We convince the
people that the greater fulfilment
of life is to die for the rich. We
convince the rich that they must
part with some of their riches to
keep the rest. We are magicians.
We cast an illusion, and the illu-
sion is foolproof. We say to the
people - you are the power. Your
vote is the source of Rome's
strength and glory. You are the
only free peopie in the world.
There is nothing more precious
than your freedom, nothing more
admirable than your civilisation.
And you control it; you are the
power. And then they vote for our
candidates. They weep at our
defeats. They laugh with joy at
our victories. And they feel proud
and superior because they are
not slaves. No matter how low
they sink, if they sleep in the gut-
ter; if they sit in the public seats at
the races and the arena all day, if
they strangle their infants at birth,
if they live on the public dole and
never Iift a hand to do a day’s
work from birth to death, never-
theless they are not slaves. They
are dirt, but every time they see a
slave, their ego rises and they feel
full of pride and power. Then they
know that they are Roman citi-
zens and all the world envies
them.” (Howard Fast- Spartacus)

This is the kind of ‘democracy’
and civilisation in whose name
the British and US warmongers
used their military might to smash

the infrastructure and environ-
ment of Iraq, reducing its people
to slavery. This is the democracy
that gave fraudulently-elected
President Bush and the pro-
Zionist right-wing exiremists, the
Neo-Conservatives, the reins of
power in the strongest empire the
world has ever known. Their doc-
trine of US domination was devel-
oped into the National Security
Strategy in 2002. The ‘pre-emp-
tive’ strike on Iraq saw the reali-
sation of its military aspect (see
pages 4 and 6).

The parcelling out of Iraq’s nat-
ural resources to US and British
corporations sees its economic
aspect. Even before the bombing
had started, contracts were being
handed out to firms directly
linked to the Bush administration.
The British Labour government
anticipates one-fifth of the con-
tracts being awarded to its cor-
porate friends. Labour has its
own Working Group, as part of

Victory to the Intifada

the Development Fund for Iraq,
which includes Marconi, Balfour
Beatty and the CBI (see page 7).

The massive mobilisations

against the war gave hope that
the British people had woken up
to the mockery of parliamentary
politics and militarism under cap-
italism. Shamefully, it was the
Stop the War Coalition (STWC)
itself which sung them the lullaby
and sent them back into a blissful
sleep. They achieved this historic
con by making a respectable and
‘parliamentary opposition’ to the
war their key strategy. The mobili-
sation of the public was simply a
means to pressure Labour MPs to
heed their constituents and
speak out against the war — well,
at least a war without UN
approval - whilst promising ‘total
support’ to British forces once
invasion began. There was to be
no effective opposition to the
‘warmongering Labour govern-
ment and no risk of breaking with
the racist and imperialist Labour
Party (see page 5).

In 1907 Ramsey Macdonald,
the Labour Party's first Prime
Minister in 1924, justified British
imperialism as a ‘duty imposed
upon it to spread the blessings of
its civilisation over the Earth.’'
Bush and Blair's terminology, the
references to ‘good’ versus ‘evil’,
‘civilisation’, ‘democracy’ and
‘moral duty’, are present-day
echoes of British Labour Party
ideologues since the party’s
foundation. There is no ‘new’ and
‘old’ party, there is just the Labour
Party.

While the ‘war on terrorism’
terrorises the oppressed nations,

political parties and the media
have reached a consensus that
asylum-seekers and immigrants
are to blame for crime, terrorism
and disease in Britain. And with
no hint of irony they are also
blamed for the rising popularity of

fascist politics (see page 16). The
mainstream parties react to the
electoral success of the BNP by
reassuring the white electorate
that they can also respond to
racist fears about immigrants
whom they blame for their own
poverty and neglect, really the
product of cormupt councils.
Many STWC members supported
this effort by canvassing for can-
didates of the racist Labour Party,
to keep the BNP out (see page
10). To stop the rise of the BNP
we must also oppose the racism
of the state which fertilises it.

In Argentina, the people who
have lost everything to the
‘democracy’ of the IMF and the
World Bank have rejected the
parliamentary farce. In May, a
new president was sworn into
office with the lowest vote ever,
while the people, forced by
necessity, create their own grass-
roots forms of democracy and
collective resistance (see page
12). In Palestine the US, with
British support, imposes its
shameless ‘democracy’ through
the roadmap to (Zionist) peace
via puppet Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas, which means
more brutality and more slavery
for the Palestinian people (pages
1-3). Like Spartacus’ army of lib-
erated slaves, however, they con-
tinue to resist and rock the
empire.

For the imperialists, socialist
Cuba represents an island of
slaves who broke free from the
empire, creating its own form of
democracy which places social
responsibility and social reward
in the hands of the people, at the
grassroots level. The mass politi-
cal participation, the collective
ownership of wealth and univer-
sal provision of social welfare in
such a poor country is a powerful
ideological threat to the capitalist
world. The US is preparing to
attack Cuba. It faces an army of
11 million, an entire population
ready to defend its revolution (see
pages 8 and 9).

Wake up and join the resist-
ance in Britain: ‘Workers and
oppressed peoples of the world
unite, we have nothing to lose but
our chains!

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!
relies on your contributions, writ-
ten and financial. Please send
them to us at the address below.

website: www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co,uk
www.revolutionarycommunist,.com

Palestine round-up

New ministers: Mahmoud
Abbas and Mohammed Dahlan

1e imperialist media have
I portrayed the new PA gov-
ernment of Mahmoud
Abbas as one which is cleaner
and more democratic than its
predecessors. Yet, as we wrote
in FRFI 172, Abbas himself is
well known for being on the
take. When it came to the dis-
pute between Abbas and Arafat
about the appointment of
Mohammed Dahlan as PA inte-
rior minister, an argument that
threatened to scupper Abbas’
chance of forming a govern-
ment, the imperialists weighed
in on the side of Abbas and
Dahlan. Dahlan, however, has a
past as murky as that of Abbas.
Back in 1996, David Hirst
writing for The Guardian, cited
a Palestinian official who said
that the Israelis had penetrated
so deeply into the Palestinian
security forces that ‘some of its
leaders depend on them at least
as much as they do on Arafat’,
and that they could be used
to displace Arafat in the future.
According to the official, ‘The
Israelis are grooming Abu
Mazen [Abbas’ nom de guerre],
one of the secret negotiators

of the Oslo accord, to take
Mr Arafat's place, and they
will count on Mohammed
Dahlan, head of Preventive
Security in Gaza, to lead the
putsch’.

Seven years later, not only
were the imperialists able to
install Abbas as prime minister,
but the EU and Tony Blair told

Arafat he would have to
accept Dalhan as interior
minister.

In his 1999 book The End of
the Peace Process Edward Said
describes Abbas ‘as a catastro-
phically uninformed and igno-
rant man willing to give every-
thing up just to stay in power’.
Said also recounts his visit to
the West Bank in mid-
November 1998 which coincid-
ed with Sharon’s infamous
statement urging settlers to take
as many hills as possible, as
soon as possible, commenting
that ‘Abu Mazen, one of
Arafat’s numerous number
twos, says that Ariel Sharon is
no longer the same man who
invaded Lebanon, laid siege to
Beirut for two months, bombed
the city indiscriminately, was

responsible for §;
e fa-.
backer. I was surpriseq Lh::
Abu Mazen didn't alsg defenq
General Pinachet on the sa{m
grounds.’ .
Dahlan has been g

lauded in The New York%;;r;-:g
as a ‘tough Gazan’ why T
urged Arafat to crack dowp on
the resistance, and why ‘has
often dealt with Israel; ioh
American officials who hold
him in high respect’, Like
Abbas, he too built himself 5
villa in Gaza, one so lavish that
it began to sink into the sand
and had to be propped up with
special  supports. Dahlay’s
wealth came from his monop-
oly of the import of petrol intg
the Gaza and the inflated prices
he charged. His Preventive
Security Service spent much of
their time protecting Israeli
tankers. His forces were
responsible for the arbitrary
detention and torture of oppo-
nents of the Oslo agreements;
in November 1994 the Gazan
police force were responsible
for murdering 13 Islamists on
Black Friday. [ |

Bedouin: more ethnic cleansing
by the Zionists

Occupied Territories who are

subject to racist attacks by the
Zionists., A recent article by
Jonathan Cook chronicles the
attacks on the Bedouin who are
now subject to a renewed cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing,
specifically those who live in
the Negev in the south of Israel.
In 1948, the Bedouin were the
only Negev inhabitants. Now,
as a result of systematic cleans-
ing, the 130,000 Bedouin occu-
py just 2% of the land. Half of
them have been herded into
ghetto reservations.

In April, the Sharon govern-

It is not just the people of the

ment approved a five-year
$200m plan to cleanse the
remaining land of those who
have illegally returned to their
farms to eke out an adequate
living, ‘We see this plan as a
declaration of war on the
Bedouin community of the
unrecognised villages’ said a
Bedouin leader.

A key component is a rein-
forcement of the Green Patrols
which are supposed to prevent
illegal Bedouin farming, and a
tightening of the planning and
construction ordinances which
are crucial to dispossessing
them. New laws of trespass

against the 70,000 Bedouin in
45 unrecognised villages will
criminalise them with fines
and six months in gaol on a first
offence, two years on a subse-
quent one.

They will all be transferred
into three new villages freeing
up land for the settlement of
350,000 Zionists which is
being financed by the World
Zionist Organisation. As part of
the ethnic cleansing effort,
helicopters have twice used
chemical sprays on crops’at
the village of Abda, the first
time on 4 March, the second on
2 April.

Boycott M&S

- don’t listen

to Palestine Solidarity
Campaign leadership!

In . September 2002, 50,000

.| marched through the centre of

London in support of the
Palestinian people, On 17 May,
only a few thousand turned out

| for a rally in Trafalgar Square

called by the Palestine Soli-
darity Campaign (PSC). The
leadership of the PSC is drawn
from the same Labourist circles
a5 that of the Cuba Solidarity
Campaign and, in an earlier
riod, the Anti-Apartheid
ovement.
SC _,Secre,tgxy Betty Hunter
record as proposing to the
al aggregate that the
should support the
mndmep. ~as ‘the only

town'.

At a recent meeting in
Liverpool her colleague, Linda
Clair, specifically opposed the
Marks and Spencer boycott
campaign, saying that it was
alright to shop at M&S provid-
ed you did not buy Israeli
goods. Her appeal to M&S
shoppers was a succinct ex-
pression of her class alle-
glances. Such leaders are a
complete disaster for the move-
r‘:;atrﬁt: tt}im__y are concerned only

oir narro ivi
P ibe ‘ W privileged

FRFI urges those who want
to do something effective to get
out to picket M&S and reject

e advice of the PSC mjs.

- leaders! ™

BOYCOTT
MARKS &
SPENCER

sponsors of Zionism

Join FRFI pickets
outside M&S stores in
Manchester, Leicester

and London

BOYCOTT
ISRAELI
GOODS

For further details on the
campaign phone 020 7837 1688
or e-mail rcgfrﬁ@easynetco.uk




conlinued from page 1

The roadmap

President Bush's so-called roadmap
to peace seeks to force the Palestinian
people back lo the Oslo ‘peace’
framework which has proved so dis-
astrous for them since 1993. After
much procrastination, Bush finally
published the roadmap following
Mahmoud Abbas’ confirmation as
prime minister of the Palestinian
Authority (PA) on 29 April. Whilst
Abbas immediately accepted il as a
finished document, Sharon did not,
and stated thal the Zionists would
not undertake any of their obligations
in the plan such as stopping settle-
ment building until the PA had dis-
armed the resistance and abandoned
the right of Palestinian refugees Lo
return 1o their dispossessed lands in
Israel.

Colin Powell’s visil to the Middle
East in early May failed to secure
Sharon’s agreement to the plan, but
the focus of Powell’s attention was as
ever the Palestinian resistance: ‘We
must see rapid, decisive action by the
Palestinians to disarm and dismantle
the terrorist infrastructure’, he said,
for ‘withoul such action our best
efforts wili fail’,

Further negotiations between the
Zionists and the US administration

resuited in a formula whereby the US

could claim there had been no
~ <henges 0 the roadmap, bul the

Zionists could equally claim that in
approving the document they were
nol endorsing it in its entirely. As one
US administration official put it
‘The question is how o keep the con-
cept of the roadmap while changing
ils substance’; the draft of the road
map as released ‘might be pretty
dead. But the concepl of the roadmap
is not dead’. In a joint stalement,
Colin Powell and Condoleeza Rice

S e g
-
-

Aratat and Mahmoud Abbas

spoke of Israel's ‘signilicant con-
cerns’ aboul the roadmap and went
on ‘The Uniled Stales shares the view
of the government of Israel that these
are real concerns, and will address
them fully and seriously in the
implementation of the roadmap’.

Despite the overwhelming evi-
dence of the US’s partisan support for
Isracl, the PA leadership is desperate
for the US to force the Zionists into
substantive  negotialions,  since,
according to one minister, the PA
‘cannot reject (the roadmap) because
it will face a catastrophe.” Such a
capitulation represents the interests
of a tiny Palestinian comprador bour-
geoisie which is directly dependent
on Zionism and imperialism.

The fact is that US imperialism has
little interest in its roadmap, and key
figures in the Bush administration,
such as Richard Perle and Douglas
Faith in the Defence Daparlmont,
believe thal the West Bank and Gaza
belong to Isracl by biblical right.
Richard Cheney is on tho board of the
righl-wing Zionist Jowish Institute
for National Security Affairs; last
year Donald Rumsfeld spoke of the
‘so-called occupied territories’ in a
clear rejection of their international-
ly-recognised status.

A Zionist campaign led by tho
American-Israeli Public Affairs Com-

mittee has resultod in 88 (out of 100)
senators and 316 (out of 400) con-
grossmon sonding a lotlor to Bush
exprossing their rosorvations about
the pressure tho roadmap puls on
Israel. The message is clear: Sharon
will be allowed Lo string oul nogotia-
tions over the terms of the roadmap
Lo give the Zionists lime lo complete
the separation wall, letting lIsrael
annex 50-60% of the West Bank,
and forcing the Palestinians there
into what amount to concentration

camps.
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Route of the
separation wall

Land stolen
from Palestine
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| The wall at
Qalgiliya

Map showing route of Separation Wall on the West Bank and how it will create bantustans for the

Palestinian people

Zionist onslaught on Gaza continues
Whilst Mahmoud Abbas tries to per-
suade the Palestinian resistance to
give up armed struggle, the Zionists
continue to pound Gaza, targeting
Rafah in the south in particular. There
were 55 military incursions last
December, 77 in January and 91 in
February. The catalogue of deaths and
destruction includes invasions of Al
Tuffah on 18 February, which left 11
dead, and on 23 February of Beit
Hanoun which resulted in six deaths.
On 6 March it was Jabalya’s turn — 11
killed, and then on 17 March both
Nusseirat and Beit Lahia were hit,
leaving 11 dead.

When, on 20 March, Palestinian
police attempted to arrest Hamas mis-
sile instructors in a field by Jabalya,
the population spontaneously took the
side of Hamas; in the fighting that fol-
lowed one Hamas member was killed
and two police jeeps were burned out.
On 8 April, the onslaught continued:
ten were killed in an extra-judicial
assassination undertaken by helicop-
ter gunships in Asqoula; scores were
wounded.

On 11 April in Rafah, Tom
Hurndall, a British activist with the
International Solidarity Movement
(ISM), was shot in the head as he
attempted to help a young girl to safe-

ty away from Israeli fire. He is now
brain-dead; the Israeli army claims he
was caught in crossfire when an
Israeli sniper targeted a Palestinian in
camouflage firing a gun. All eye-wit-
nesses and video evidence show this
to be a lie: there was no such
Palestinian, and Tom was wearing a
fluorescent jacket. There has been no
formal condemnation of the murder
by the Foreign Office.

On 19 April, another incursion into
Rafah killed five Palestinians includ-
ing two children and wounded 30. On
29 April, hours before the Abbas gov-
ernment was confirmed, an Israeli hel-
icopter missile attack on Gaza killed
the local PFLP leader Nidal Salama
and a bystander. 1 May saw more car-
nage as Abbas was formally sworn in:
12 were killed in Shijaiyah in Gaza in
an attempt to assassinate Yusuf Abu
Hein, a senior Hamas figure.

The following day, Israeli troops in
an armoured personnel carrier (APC)
deliberately shot dead British camera-
man James Miller, again in Rafah. The
Israeli army claimed that he was
caught up in crossfire as they attempt-
ed to shoot someone preparing to fire
a rocket. Video evidence showed that
Miller was waving a white flag; his
colleagues say they had been under
observation for several hours, and that

the only shots that were fired were
from the APC.

Of 2,500 Palestinians killed since
the Intifada started, 250 have died in
Rafah, a third of them children. Itis a
free-fire zone for the Israelis, subject
to constant invasion, bulldozing and
house demolition, the scene of con-
tinuous machine gun and sniper fire.
The Zionist army is deliberately tar-
geting both journalists and interna-
tional observers to drive them away
so that it can carry out its murderous
campaign without any external wit-
nesses. The Zionists now require for-
eign visitors in Gaza to declare that
they have ‘mo association with the
organisation known as ISM nor any
other organisation whose aim is to
disrupt IDF [army] operations’
describing this activity as ‘criminal’.
The document also requires visitors
to sign a declaration that ‘I am aware
of the risks involved and accept that
the Government of the State of Israel
and its organs cannot be held respon-
sible for death, injury and/or dam-
age/loss of property which may be
incurred as a result of military activi-
ty’. This is in clear breach of the
Geneva Convention which regards
human rights in occupied territories
as inalienable.

Not that such considerations
would deter Israeli Chief of Staff
General Ayalon, who stated that “The
activists create the negative image
we have, because it certainly
strengthens the Palestinian story,
which, according to my understand-
ing, is fabricated in this context...I
have just given an order to remove
the organisation’s [ISM] activists
from the area, firstly, for their own
benefit — they are endangering their
own lives in a superfluous way and

are also crealing provocations that
hinder our freadom of action on the
ground. And so it's advisable that
thoy get out of the area’.
Theo reluctance of the Labour gov-
ernmont to challonge  seriously

Israoli accounts of the death of either

Hurndall or Miller is in stark contrast
to the speod with which they moved
against the family of a British suicide
bomber in early May. It demonstrates
how any campaign in support of the
Palestinian people must challenge
the Labour Party’s record of uncondi-
tional support for Zionism. With the
Palestinian people under an intensi-
fying siege, we must step up our sup-
port for the Intifada.

Victory to the Palestinian people!
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‘\.



he 2003 Irag War was short,
bloody and extremely nasty. It
lasted from the ‘shock and
awe’ of the first bombardment
of Baghdad on 19 March to

2 May when US President George W
Bush announced that it was over. In
effect, the war was more one-sided
and less costly to the imperialist
Coalition than anyone had predicted.
With a combined defence budget of
more than the total for all other coun-
tries in the world, there could be no
doubt that the US and Britain would
win. However, their victory does not
answer questions about the legitimacy
of the war or its aftermath.

The Coalition offered three main
planks of justification for waging war
on Iraq:

1. To stop the production and use of
weapons of mass destruction.

2. To halt the threat to western
democracies of rogue states and
international terrorism.

3. To liberate the Iragi people from a
regime of intolerable repression (a
very late argument).

1. Weapons of mass destruction
In the lead-up to the war, effectively
from September 2002, both the US
and Britain produced reports, said to
be the products of high-grade state
intelligence, on the production of bio-
logical, chemical and nuclear wea-
ponry. In the early months of 2003,
Prime Minister Tony Blair, argued that
such weapons were available and
ready for use ‘within 45 minutes’.

All the reports presented to the
United Nations Security Council were
later found to be fabrications, includ-
ing Jack Straw’s now infamous PhD
thesis, faked up as intelligence. US
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s
report based on fuzzy satellite pic-
tures, alleged that Scud missiles were
ready to launch. In fact the UN inspec-
tors had already reported that all but
two of the 819 Scud weapons known
to exist at the time of the first Gulf War
; i ‘desuoyﬂd 5 2

In the 1991 Gulf War, President George Bush Senior declared that: ‘America stands where it

9’
always has, against aggression, against those who would use force to re_plac,:e the rule of law’.
He was lying of course. The propaganda of the time claimed that this period, in the wake of.the
destruction of the Soviet Union, would be the opening of a New World Order of peace and jus-
tice: ‘... a rare transforming moment of history’, said US Secretary of State Baker. The Cold War
was over, the Soviet Union in retreat and the UN was functioning ‘as it should’: as a ‘bold peace-

keeper’, ‘without the shrill anti-western rhetoric of the Third World'.

It took little more than ten years to incubate this New World Order. With the most rece_nt \A_Iar
on Irag, the New World Order has emerged fully-formed, not as the promoter 9f peace, justice
and respect for the rule of law, but as the ghastly harbinger of barbarism, might is right and
global domination. Over the last decade the imperialists have ravaged Serbia, Kosovo,
Afghanistan and now Irag with their bombs. They have helped the Israeli occupiers to persecute
the Palestinians. They have consigned the entire African continent to the dustbin of history:
starvation, genocidal wars and genocidal diseases. All the paraphernalia of international rela-
tions, established as a result of the post World War Il settlement, has been compromised: inter-
national law and treaties, the United Nations, the Geneva Conventions.

one was going to disabuse them.

Both Saddam Hussein and Al Qaida
were nurtured by the US during the
1970s and 1980s as anti-communist
allies. The US supported the anti-
Soviet forces in Afghanistan to the hilt
and it was there that Al Qaida gained
strength. In Iraq, the CIA provided the
regime with the lists of people with
communist and democratic connec-
tions for the regime to torture and mur-
der. The massacres which followed the
Shi’a rebellion in the early 1990s, the
remains of which are now being un-
earthed, were not the first. Thousands
of communists had already been mur-
dered by Saddam Hussein with the full
support of imperialism.

Brutal though Saddam Hussein’s
regime certainly was, it was quickly
destroyed by the Coalition invasion,
The ease with which the Tegime was
defeated belied the fact that it was any
threat at all on an international scale.
Even the CIA announced that they did
not believe there was a connection
between Saddam Hussein ang the
Islamic fundamentalists.

3. Awar of liberation?
It was only in the late stage. i
argument that the Coaliﬁongbséggi lttg
offer the liberation of the Iraqi people
from br}ltal repression as an excuselgor
war, Prime Minister Blair eyen argued
that war would liberate the Iraqigltau-
ple from the torment of UN-impc}J)sed
sanctions — sanctions that the Labour
leu'!y had fully supported anq which
Blair acknowledged hLaq led to the
death§ of 130 children in avery thou-
;{[l]l’ll}g u’} tIlrlaq, and had left more than
a0 rfid. © population dependent op
Everyone knows haw fi
the sensibilities of the [:?rgol;ﬂ:}?si
nations are to the sufforing of
oppressed people! They had rosisted
the'urga to intervene in South Alvica
Namibia, East Timor, Burma, Ghily
Turkey or Israol/Palostine, to name but
a fow brutal regimos, When sanctions
against South Africa were Proposed,
e US and Britain argued for ‘con.
structive engagement’ (o change the
policies of the intransigent apartheid
st:;e.lBut in Iraq_ it was different: the
_ ﬁ . ‘E a?. must be liberated by imperial-
- The Iragi people did not
from their homes to WB]C(IJ'umf ?1111;
o invading troops as their saviours, not
even the Shi'ites who hated the
) regime. The destruction of the statue

was no time to get them out again or
make them useable, This is a far cry
from ‘45 minutes to Armageddon’.
The whole point of telling such lies is
that the p}ﬁ:,li_c believes them at the
time. At the outbreak of war 40% of
US population believed that
( Hussein  had  nuclear

used to connect
1international ter-
to the imperialist
y was he a brutal dic-
od by a ferocious and

| Guard, but his

rted Al Qaida and

Lies, damn lies
and more lies

of Saddam Hussein was a staged e
for the media, outside the hote] w
the media were housed, and involyig,
only a few hundred Iragis and gﬂi:
more US troops. They were, funnjly
enough, armed with ‘the Stars apg
Stripes flag that had been flying on the
Pentagon on 11 September 2001’ to
put over the dictator's heaq
Laughably improbable though all this
was the world media happily obliged
by spreading the lie. This was the only
pro-invasion activity going on. In real-
ity generations of Iragi people have
lived in fear of their government, and
they continue to live in fear of the
occupying forces.

At every stage the public has been
offered lies to cover up the real driving
force for war. The three planks which
justified the war have proved to be
utter lies.

To

The occupation
It is estimated that 2,000 Iragi civilians
were killed during the war and that
more than 5,000 were wounded. This
gives the lie to the Coalition's claims of
precision bombing of military argets
only. More than a month after the end
of the war, most cities still lack basic
utilities like electricity and cleaz
water because of the bombardment
and because of the \ooting which was
allowed to continue after the regimes
army had fled. It was significant that
while the troops claimed to have con-
trol of the oil fields in the south,lthe
cities were allowed to descend into
‘anarchy’. 5 d
In Baghdad the oil ministry W&
guarded while looters ransacked 30
other ministries, hospitals and e
museums. Food warehouses, power
stations and sewage plants essenld
for the restoration of civilian life bave
been left unprotected. As a result mil-
lions of tons of raw sewage bave beel}
discharged into the rivers every day.
There have now been outbreaks of
cholera and typhoid. Aid has bt‘t‘-f“
allowed into the country very 5‘0“1};
some of it blocked by US troops. Thj{
hospitals are overcrowded, the stall
unpaid and there are few medicin®s:
Demonstrations against Coahuui-
rule began before the war had r_'nd‘t‘g"
At the end of April 20,000 marchec hi
Nassariya against the meeting ¢& ]";
by the US-appointed governor “‘.r
Garner, an arms dealer and si_lPP‘“(“
of Zionist Ariel Sharon, to discuss 3
future Iraqi government. Garner d»‘:
already announced that that ,thcﬁ
would be no Islamic state
Liberty! Yes to Islam! No to Americ®
No to Saddam!’ were the slogans of th°
march. Many more marches have fol-
lowed with the same demands. d
As occupying powers, the US 3“_9
Britain have legal obligations (o FES[PIB'
and maintain law and order, to prov!
food, medical care and reliefassi&tﬂnc‘f
to the population and to protect proP
erty and natural resources. They hav®
failed in these obligations. :
What they haven’t failed to do 1%
begin ‘reconstruction’ funded by Irad
oil sales and set about establishlng.?
new governing regime which W! d
favour imperialism. The Unlles
Nations has been sidelined. On % 1
April Jack Straw said the UN shov
play a vital role in future weapons
inspections, In fact the Coalition 13°
set up its own weapons inspectors (e

‘Yes



by the military, and the UN inspectors
are being kept out. The US has doled
out millions of dollars worth of con-
tracts exclusively to US companies
(all supporters of the Bush administra-
tion). The exclusivity is justified on
the ground that the reconstruction
projects fall under the aegis of USAid,
and by US law all the contracts must
go to US companies. This is a fudge:
the money will come from Iragi oil.

The Coalition’s behaviour as occu-
pying power was illegal. Even the
Attorney General, hired legal spinner
for the British government, thought so.
So they had to pull back a little, with-
drawing Garner and the US-appointed
Mayor of Baghdad, and compromising
slightly on the future role of the UN.
The bidding for sub-contracts has
been opened up - the British are
expected to benefit, having been cut
out of Kosovo and Afghanistan where
all the contracts went to US firms. The
plan to dominate the region, intimi-
date the world and make profits along
the way is still in place.

In order to make their occupation
legal retrospectively, the US and
Britain had to stitch up a deal in the
UN Security Council. They have now
done this. A resolution lifting the
sanctions and legalising the regime
was passed 14-0 on 22 May, with only
Syria absent. The UN has been demot-
ed to take an advisory position;
instead of controlling the rebuilding of
Iraq it is invited ‘to collaborate with
the US in the formation of a new Iraqi
government’. Britain and the US now
have control of Irag’s oil and will make
sure that its wealth remains under
their control. “‘We don't touch it, and
the US doesn't touch it,’ promised
Blair, talking about oil on 7 March. A
complete lie, but the British govern-
ment is nothing but consistent.

Welcoming the UN resolution, Blair
told the most important lie of all: ‘It’s
been a very important day in the
United Nations because the interna-

tional community has_come back
~together'. We won't have long to wait
before the international imperialist
rivalries which have underpinned the
Iraq crisis are once again shattering
innocent lives. Carol Brickley

Children held in US
concentration camp

For 18 months, following the war on
Afghanistan, the US has held about 680
prisoners in illegally-occupied Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Very little is known about the
treatment or identity of the prisoners. They
are held in a concentration camp with no
limit on their detention, denied the protec-
tion of the Geneva Conventions which are
meant to govemn the treatment of prisoners
O e Sowsd ok Al Wk
have e: d con
families, and no contact with lawyers. If they
are brought fo trial, it will be at secret mili-
tary tribunals, where the sentence can be
death, without the right of appeal.

Two important new facts have come to

Every feature of the camp Is illegal in
order to strip them of any legal rights.

light. The detainees are of 42 different |
nationalities and some of them are children. |

Supporting Labour’s
imperialist war

How the campaign to stop

the war was sabotaged

Whilst opposition to the war on Iraq saw unprecedented numbers of ‘ordinary’ people take to the streets all over
the country, one thing was strikingly clear: the lack of any real opposition from within the Labour Party.
Although a number of individual members and a handful of councillors left the Party in disgust, not one so-
called ‘anti-war’ Labour MP resigned the ‘whip’. This was no real surprise for those with any knowledge of
Labour’s bloody history and the left’s contortions in justifying their continuing support for it.
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Labour has aliva‘)‘rsl been a party that
has defended the interests of British

Between 1914and 1945
e Labour supported the slaughter of
the 1914-18 imperialist war. :

» In the House of Commons, Labour

MPs applauded the execution of
James Connolly, a leader of the
1916 Irish Easter Uprising.

# The first Labo vernmen

ur

e Defended apartheid South Africa,
blocking all attempts to impose
sanctions in the UN.

e Sent troops into the north of
Ireland to defend the sectarian
state.

» Tortured suspected freedom fight-
ers in Aden,

Between 1974 and 1979, Labour:

¢ Continued to defend apartheid
South Africa in the United Nations.

* Supported the Shah of Iran as he

~ faced a mass popular uprising,

. B_ngn selling Hawk aircraft to
Indonesia during their genocidal

~ war against the people of East

Timor,

ruthless torture regime

5 %;En,lblican prisoners in the

~period Lahour has
rly. Its 1944 confer-
) expulsion of the
1o make way for a
it says hardly a
ting slaughter of
lﬁﬁ Wost Bank
unconditional
ts supposod ‘war
| ploy prior to
begged the US to
r a Palos-
upport for

tion after
Labour

supported the 1982 Malvinas/Falk-
lands war and, in 1991, the first Gulf
War. In the past six years in govern-
ment the Labour Party has waged more
wars than the Tories did in the preced-
ing eighteen. No Labour MP has
resigned in this period over this record
of incessant imperialist aggression.
The so-called Labour ‘left’, the likes of
Jeremy Corbyn and George Galloway
want to have their cake and eat it.
They want to be able to criticise the
Blair government but are determined
to remain as MPs representing the
racist imperialist Labour Party.

But what was the strategy of the
Stop the War Coalition (STWC) to pre-
vent British participation in the war?
It was to build a parliamentary
alliance between pro-imperialist MPs
who were tactically against the war
unless it was endorsed by the UN
because they feared it would damage
British imperialist interests in the
Middle East. At the heart of the
alliance were the Labour ‘left’ MPs
linked to STWC — George Galloway,
Jeremy Corbyn and Alice Mahon. To
establish  the alliance, STWC
Convenor, Lindsey German, a leading
member of the Socialist Workers Party
(SWP), signed a letter to Blair in
December of last year which appealed
to him not to engage in military activi-
ty against Iraq, without the ‘explicit
authority of the United Nations and
without an explicit decision of the
House of Commons to do so'. The let-
ter was also signed by Alice Mahon
and Jeremy Corbyn, and MPs from the
Lib Dems and Scottish and Welsh
nationalists. It was the basis on which
imperialist MPs such as Lib Dem
leader Charles Kennedy was invited to
speak from the platform at the huge
15 February demonstration, or, later
on, Michael Foot at the 12 April
march. Yet this strategy was doomed
to failure, The House of Commons
has never voted against imperlalist
war, and nor did it vole against war on
Iraq.

A key prop for the STWC's position
was crude anti-Americanism, which
allowed it to minimise British imperi-
alist interests in the Middle East.
Honce Socialist Worker referred con-
stantly ta Blair as 'Bush’s poodle’. In
January at an STWC conference,
Lindsey German, argued that ‘now is
the time lo put on more pressure and
break Blair from Bush. If Blair comes
to think war will split the Labour
Party, he will have to think again about
supporting Bush' (Socialist Worker, 18
January). For the SWP/ STWC, pros-
sure on Blair moant mobilising
‘respectablo’ and therefore pro-impori-
alist voices to urge Labour to be more
cautious in its gung-ho altack on Iraq
and not to follow the US. As Socialist
Worker on 15 March put it, ‘All thosa
who oppose war including MPs, min-
istors and cabinet members, have to
mako a stand, and now. They must bo

pressed to make clear to Blair that he
has a simple choice. That is between
his survival in office and support for
Bush's war’,

The culmination of this strategy
was the vote in the House of
Commons on 18 March for an ‘anti-
war' amendment worded so as to
appeal to any pro-imperialist MP who
had concerns about a possible attack
on Iraq; it stated that it ‘believes that
the case for war on Iraq has not yet
been proved...given the absence of
specific UN authorisation’, and then
went on to say that ‘in the event hos-
tilities do commence pledges its total
support for the British forces engaged
in the Middle East’. Even with this
craven pro-imperialist wording the
amendment fell and with it fell the
whole political strategy of the STWC.
All that Socialist Worker could do was
complain impotently about the ‘turn-
coat’ Charles Kennedy, leaving
SWP/STWC's John Rees to suggest on
TV that one reason for opposing the
war was to prevent the deaths of
British troops in Iraq.

The 15 February demonstration
then was historic in more ways than
one; not only in its size but also more
importantly in exposing the political
bankruptcy of the British ‘left’. The
SWP and their allies were incapable of
even beginning the task of politically
educating the movement on the real
nature of British imperialist democra-
cy and the role of the Labour Party.
Instead, Labour MPs that STWC pro-
moted as anti-war leaders such as
Jeremy Corbyn and Alice Mahon used
the anti-war movement to try to
recruit members to their war-monger-
ing Labour Party. At a press confer-
ence on 4 March, the Labour left
launched a ‘Reclaim the Party for
Peace’ initiative. Both Corbyn and
Mahon urged Labour members dis-
gusted with the war not to leave the
party and appealed to anti-war
activists ‘if you share our values, help
us reclaim the Labour Party for peace’.

This was followed up by a confer-
ence of ‘Labour Against the War’ on 29
March with trade union leaders Bob
Crow (RMT) and Billy Hayes (CWU)
amongst the main speakers. Both of
these union leaders had previously
issued militant-sounding declarations
against the war calling for industrial
action, but both failed to deliver, hid-
ing behind the anti-trade union laws
to cover their refusal to confront the
Labour government. Far from
denouncing the way these politicians
and trade union leaders touted for the
racist and imperialist Labour Party,
the STWC continued to promote them
on its platforms!

The SWP and its allies in the STWC
bear direct responsibility for the col-
lapse of the anti-war movement, from
the two million on the streets on 15
February to the 5,000 at the rally for
Palestine in Trafalgar Square on 17
May. There has been no political
development of the movement: the
same Labour ‘left’ MPs and trade
union leaders were promoted on the
platform of the 12 April national
demonstration as on 15 February.
Tony Benn could repeat his ridiculous
claim that Britain is essentially a US
colony to enthusiastic applause
whilst George Galloway could call on
marchers to fight for him to remain in
his reactionary, imperialist party. A
movoment that allies itself to the
Labour ‘left’, that seos electoral poli-
tics as the way forward is a movement
going nowhere.

The challenge that faces all those
who want to build an effective anti-
imperialist, anti-war movement is to
break out of the suffocating politics of
the Labour ‘loft’ and their allies in the
STWC. A new movement needs to
roach out to school students, the
youth and all those propared to fight
and ally with anti-imperialist forces in
Palostine, Latin America and other
oppressed nations confronting impe
rialism

Boh Shepherd
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‘Every ten years or so, the United States needs to pick up some
small crappy little country and throw it against the wall, just to

show the world we mean business.’
Michael Ledeen, holder of the ‘Freedom Chair' at the American Enlerprise Institute

‘At some point we may be the only ones left. That’s OK with me.

We are America.’
George W Bush, President of the United States

he Iraq war is supposedly over,

finished. In fact the opposite is

true: the war has barely begun;

Iraq was little more than a bal-

lle in a much bigger war, some-
thing far larger than Iraq, larger even
than the Middle Easl. Iraq is the over-
ture to a new world war. It is time for
the left Lo get serious, becauso ils
opponents cerlainly are: deadly seri-
ous. James Woolsey, former head of
the CIA describes the new war as
‘World War IV'":

‘... World War IIl having been the
Cold War. And I think that more
accurately characlerises the degree
of commitment that we are going to
have to be engaged in, and the
scope of whal we are going to be
engaged in now for some years.
This Fourth World War I think will
last considerably longer than either
‘World Wars 1 or 11 did for us, hope-
fully not the full four-plus decades
of the Cold War.’

No ambiguity here: we are in a new
world war, longer than any beforo it,
lasting maybe decades. Woolsey is one
of the gaggle of ‘NeoCons' — the ‘Neo-
Conservatives' who infest the US
Defence Department and who occupy
major foreign policy positions in the
Bush administration.

The NeoCons

The NeoCons are former liberals who
in the 1970s became involved with the
Reagan campaign. At the same time
corporations were increasingly in-
volved in politics, funding ‘think-
tanks’ (such as the American Enter-
prise Institute (AEI) and the Jewish
Institute for National Security Affairs
(JINSA)), university programs, cam-
pus newspapers and generally helping
tilt the culture of politics sharply to
the right. The NeoCons were instru-
mental in organising and promoting
this.

Once they had been recruited into
the Reagan administration in the
1980s, they helped sharpen their ‘con-
servative internationalist’ analysis

and programme. There these ‘think-

they experience The Rapture for, as
the bible says: ‘Christ will rise, then
we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord’. What hap-
pens to us, to the rest of the world is
irrelovant Lo these zealots — we are ‘the
Losl’. These are the ‘Rapture-ready’
nuclear suicide bombers who expect
to ascend to Heaven in a fiery chariot.

NeoCon Links

Given the alfinily belween Zionism
and right wing ideology within the US
ruling class, it is no surprise that so
many of the NeoCons are pro-Israeli
Jows.

NeoCon Elliotl Abrams, the top pol-
icy advisor on the Middle East, is a
racist: he opposes ‘mixed marriagos'
wilh non-Jews because they are ‘im-
mensely threatening' to the Jowish
community (imagine the uproar if a
top government official opposed mar-
riage betweon black and white).
Abrams opposes the ‘land-for-peace’
which has been at the heart of the
‘peaco process’. Richard Porle, until
recently Chair of the Defence Policy
Board and still a member, is a director
of the Jerusalem Post. Perle and
Douglas Feith joined in policy deliber-
ations for the ultra-right wing Israeli
Likud parly in 1996. JINSA, which
includes Ledeen, Perle and Wolsey on

Leading NeoCons in the
Bush Administration

Elliott Abrams — Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director on the NSC for
Near East and North African Affairs — the top
policy adviser on the Middle East

Richard Armitage — Deputy US Secretary of
State

John Bolton — US Under Secretary of State
for Disarmament Affairs and International
Security
Paula Dobriansky — Under Secretary for
Global Affairs
Douglas Feith — Under Secretary of Defence
for Policy
Zalmay Khalilzad - Special Envoy and
Ambassador at Large for Free Iraqis, Special
1 ant to the President and Senior

/ Free lragis, and

glonwhieie;

its advisory board, has close ties with
the Israeli military, retired US military
officers, US military (raining estab-
lishments and US armaments corpora-
tions who, via Israel, use Palestinians
for live fire testing of weapons
systems.

Although the links are less direct,
the NeoCons also dabble in Cuban
affairs. Before resigning to take up
positions in the Bush administration,
NeoCons Paula Dobriansky and Paul
Wolfowitz were involved with the so-
called National Endowment for Demo-
cracy (NED), which is a conduit for US
government funds to anti-communist
organisations such as the Democratic
Revolutionary Directorate. NeoCon
Vin Weber is currently Chairman of
NED and Michael Novak and Francis
‘End of History’ Fukuyama, both lead-
ing NeoCons, are directors.

NeoCon doctrine

The full scope of the NeoCons plans is
set oul in th® important book Present
Dangers, a programme or manifesto
for US world domination, published
in 2000 before Bush was appointed
president.

Organised around the idea that the
US should proactively oxorcise a
‘bonevolent hegemony’: ‘A stralegy
aimed at presorving American hoge-
mony should...[be]...more rather
than less inclined to weigh in when
crises orupt and preferably beforo they
crupt. This is the standard of a global
superpower that intends to shape the
intornational environment to its own
advanlage.’

This brings with it certain responsi-
bilities: ‘We must be propared to make
appropriate demands and claim
appropriate prerogatives for the
nation — this nation, at any rate — even
when others oppose or condemn
them. This is what it means to be
alone on top. The challenge we face is
to learn how to command.’

For someone to be able to command
there must be others prepared to obey.
While international law may be good
enough for others, the US can be more
flexible: ‘foreign policy decisions can-
not be subject to the kind of “rule of
law” that we want for our domestic
political process.’

The NeoCons can barely conceal a
desire to encourage civil war in China:
we ‘can either make it easier or more
difficult for [China]...our policy...
ought to be the latter, so that we can
hasten the day when the conflicting
currents of Chinese society prove
beyond the capacity of its dictatorial
government to manage.”

On Israel, the US should ‘avoid
pressures on Israel’. Generally, ‘The
next decade will present enormous
opportunities to advance American
interests in the Middle East, but not
for the most part through painstaking
negotiations of documents. ... Here, as
ur military strength and

use it will remain a key
to promote peace.’
lliance must be re-
0 should be used to

E s to create a sepa-
that is defined

US zealots prepare
for world domination

Secretary of Defence, Donald Rumsfeld. Inset: Paul Wolfowitz on a recent trip to Kabul

characterised by its generosity and
humane acts.’” The humanity shown
by the US Government loward the
people of Vietnam and the generosity
showered onto the citizens of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are, of
course, well known. ‘The record
shows that in the overwhelming num-
bor of instances America has been a
liberating force from oppression.
America is not interested in territorial
conquest, subjugation of others or
world domination.’ This is because:
‘the United States was built on a solid
moral framework of respect for the
self-interest of individuals in their
lives, liberties, and property.” They
forget the main prop: slavery.

NeoCon strategy

This NeoCon program was developed
into the National Security Strategy of
the US in 2002, with its doctrine of
pre-emptive attacks. The NSS prom-
ises to ignite a ‘New Era’ of global eco-
nomic growth ‘through free markets
and free trade'. The US will insist on
‘pro-growth’ legal and regulatory poli-
cies; capital-friendly tax policies; an
end to corruption (in other countries);
suitable financial systems; pro-busi-
ness fiscal policies; investment in
health and education (currently being
cutback in the US); free trade. It bab-
bles about capital being able to
improve living standards internation-
ally (something it has failed to do in
400 years). ‘We are committed to poli-
cies that will help emerging markets
achieve access to larger capital flows
at lower cost’. In other words, to find it
easier for US imperialism to make
profitable investments outside the US.

NeoCon policy

Doctrine, of course, is not necessarily
policy. So what is the distance
between policy and doctrine? The
answer is: not much, The attack on
Irag was clearly the doctrine’s first
serious trial. In order to close the gap,
Donald Rumsfeld, US Secretary of
Defence, has been re-organising the
military.

One of the characteristics of the
NaoCom.'f is contempt for facts. Incon-
venient facls are ignored. Rumsfeld,
dlsh'ustfu.l_ of the intelligence he has
been receiving, has created a new

__ihtall_igence_ organisation, the Office of
'Spamal Projects whose members style

themselves ‘the Cabal’. Instead of
evaluating and working from known
facts, this group sifts out facts which
fit their preconceived ideas, using
unreliable sources if they fit, ignoring
reliable ones which don’t and interpo-
lating any that are missing.

If there are not enough facts to
twist, NeoCons manufacture them.
For example, Richard Perle claims
that UN weapons inspectors were
‘expelled from Iraq’. This is an out-
right lie: the State Department’s own
Fact Sheet on Iraq says: ‘The inspec-
tors were mot thrown out of Iraq'.
Richard Butler confirms this: ‘On
November 10, 1998 ...the US govern-
ment...advised me, as executive head
of UNSCOM, to consider evacuating
UNSCOM staff from Iraq...1 told [act-
ing US representative to the UN]
Burleigh that I would immediately
order an evacuation.’ After the inspec-
tors had returned to Iraq, the obedient
Butler received further instructions
from Burleigh. ‘Repeating a familiar
script, I told him that I would act on
this advice’, again withdrawing the
inspectors. Similarly, the attack on
Iraq was justified by supposed posses-
sion of weapons of mass destruction
and links with Al Qaida, for which no
evidence has yet been produced.

Rumsfeld is also reshaping the mili-
tary to unquestioningly do what he
wants it to do. Although military disci-
pline is necessary in any conflict, it
usually accommodates disagreement
and discussion about how best to
achieve military objectives. Army
Secretary Thomas White has resigned
and Chief of Staff General Eric Shinseki
is on his way out. Both opposed invad-
ing Iraq. General Tommy Franks is
ideal for Rumsfeld — a complete yes-
man, During the planning of the attack
on Afghanistan, Bush asked Franks
what he thought about something
Rumsfeld had said. Franks replied:
‘Sir, I think exactly what my secretary
thinks, what he’s ever thought, what he
will ever think, or whatever he thought
he might think.’

The NeoCons have the philosophy,
they have created the doctrine, and,
with the ‘victory’ in Iraq and the reor-
ganisation of the US military, the
power to enforce their vision of US
world domination. Onward, Christian
soldiers. A new world war has begun.

Steve Palmer




he first Labour government

responded to crilicism of the

bombing in 1924. Labour MP

and pacifist George Lansbury
described the bombing as a ‘Hunnish
and barbarous method of warfare.’ In
The Royal Airforce in Iraq Peter
Sluglett states, ‘In August 1924 the
Labour Minister for Air presented to
Parliament “A Note on the Employ-
ment of Air Arm in Iraq”, apparently
an attempt at a blanket answer to these
criticisms. It described the circum-
stances under which RAF assistance
could be requested and administrative
procedures involved...The alterna-
tives to air control were dismissed as
impossibly unwieldy and expensive.
The Note claimed that air defence was
cheap, that it provided “a method of
control more effective and less costly
to life and suffering...”’ That is, less
costly to the Labour government and
to British troops who could kill with
impunity from the skies.

Old Labour, New Labour — it is
essentially the same racist, imperial-
ist, warmongering party: New Labour
is not some distortion, as George
Galloway and many on the left would
have it. The Labour Party at its outset
was racist and imperialist. In 1907 the
Independent Labour Party MP (later
the first Labour Prime Minister in
1924) Ramsay Macdonald wrote:

‘The Tropics can yield much to
keep the Temperate lands in com-
fort and to sweeten life for them,
and the Temperate lands have a
right to ask from the Tropics some
of their desirable productions...
The white nations which exploit
the Tropics economically assume
responsibility for the natives, and
how to fulfil that responsibility is
the kernel of the problem of
dependency government. This res-
ponsibility, however, may be
regarded from a worthier point of
view than as a consequence of eco-
nomic exploitation. A community
may well claim that it has a duty
imposed upon it to spread the
blessings of its civilisation over the
Earth. Morality has a universal
sway, and by reason of its imperi-
um the more developed nations are
brought into a position of some-
thing like guardian and teacher of
the less - developed nations.’
(Labour and Empire, 1907).

MacDonald, like Tony Blair, was a
devout Christian.

Thus did the RAF ‘spread the bless-
ings of civilisation® across Iraq in
1924. In 2003 Prime Minister Blair
repeats MacDonald's messagehof moral
superiority to justify colom‘_ahs!:a, ‘get-
ting rid of the regime was justified in
its own terms morally’. Blair's call to
ye-order the world’, as he pu_t it, is a
modern expression of socialist colo-
nialism. At the 1907 Stuttgart con-
ference of the Second Inten_:atxongl a
dispute emerged over colonial policy.
MacDonald, the British Labour Party
and Fabians attended the Fonference
and justified colonial policy on the

ounds that it ‘may have a civilising
offect’, The German Social Democratic
Party member, Eduard Bernstein,
using  similarly racist tones 1o
MacDonald, expressed the position
thus:

: lonies are there. We must
heats ith this fact. A certain

wil
g:;:g.il;nship_ of cultured peoples

over non-cultured peoples is a
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Recolonising
the Middle East

In the previous issue of this paper we said ‘In five of the past
nine decades the Royal Air Force (RAF) has bombed Iraq.’
This was wrong. The RAF was formed in 1918 and began
bombing Iraq, then Mesopotamia, in 1919. It bombed in 1919,
the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1990s and in each year this decade.
That is six not five of the past nine decades. The RAF bombed
Iraq at the orders of British Conservative, Labour and
Coalition governments in the service of the Empire and impe-
rialism. Trevor Rayne reports on the recolonisation of Iraq.

necessity, which should also be
recognised by the socialists...A
great part of our economic system is
based on the exploitation of
resources from the colonies which
the natives would not know what to
dowith...”

The British Labour Party, MacDonald
and Bernstein represented a privi-
leged section of workers, a labour aris-
tocracy, whose conditions of life were
‘sweetened’ by the ‘desirable produc-
tions of the Tropics’, by the profits of
imperialism. That is why in 1907 and
today the Labour Party has defended
British imperialism, for plain material
motives cloaked in moral justifica-
tions: today we are presented with a
‘humanitarian  imperialism’.  The
motion for socialist colonialism at the
Stuttgart conference was narrowly
defeated with the Russian delegation
leading the opposition to it. Labour,
the German Social Democrats and
their supporters proceeded to lead the
workers into the slaughter and pillage
of the First World War when Britain
first occupied Irag. So successful was
the RAF in Iraq that British govern-
ments swiftly deployed it in Palestine,
Aden, Egypt, Sudan, Somalia, Ireland
and against workers in Britain itself.

The recolonisation of the
Middle East

Commenting on this most recent inva-
sion of Iraq Le Monde Diplomatique
described the arrival in Baghdad on 21
April of retired US General Garner fo
head the Office of Reconstruction and
Humanitarian Assistance (with his
deputy British Major General Tim
Cross at his side) to run Iraq. It likened
their arrival to those of Clive in India
and Kitchener in Sudan. This is the re-
colonisation of the Middle East as the
RCG subtitled its 1994 publication
The New Warlords.

A week before he arrived in
Baghdad, Garner told the New York
Times of his model for Iraq: ‘Start with
Vietnam and the strategic hamlet con-
cept.” Garner worked on this pro-

amme in 1970-71; it was modelled
on the British in Malaya after 1945,
Heady with victory over the [raqi army
Garner went on reminiscing about
Vietnam, ‘We should have taken the
war north instead of waiting in the
south. Just like here. If Bush had b.ee_n
president we would have won'. This is
deranged even fora US general.

After less than a month Garner was
subordinated to one L Paul *Jerry’
Bremer LI Formerly serving the Us
diplomatic service in Alfghanistan,
Malawi, Norway and the Netherlands,
Bremer is described as ‘one of the
world’s leading experts on crisis man-
agemsm,

securily’. He is a director of Air

Products and Chemicals Inc., Akzo _
N?bel. the Harvard Business Sc'lggpl of Mlddle]!g#[,

New York etc. and was previously
Managing Director of Kissinger Asso-
ciates, ‘a strategic consulting firm
headed by former US Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger’. So these are
the credentials of the modern Clive
and Kitchener.

On 27 March, as the US forces
advanced towards Baghdad, the New
York Times reported that the US 101st
Airborne Division had named two
new forward bases in Iraq Forward
Operating Base Shell and Forward
Operating Base Exxon. Questioned
about this, the Pentagon saw no cause
for embarrassment and Exxon's boss
said it was ‘pretty neat’. While the
museums and hospitals were looted
and US troops goaded people on to
ransack universities, while ministries
of agriculture, transport, foreign rela-
tions, water and irrigation burned, the
ministries of oil and intelligence were
ringed by US tanks. The oil, the
pipelines, ports and airbases were all
secured. The oil flowed before the
water. As a commanding British offi-
cer put it, ‘Traq’s national treasure is
safe’ — by treasure he meant oil.

There has been no shame at the
speed with which international capi-
tal has moved to loot Iraq. The US and
Britain intend to privatise Iraqi oil and
state assets. Philip Carroll, former
Shell executive, has been put in
charge of an Advisory Team to manage
Iraq’s oil. Britain and the US, as the
occupying powers, are to manage
Iraq’s oil revenues through the
Development Fund for Iraq that they
have set up. Contracts have been
handed out to firms directly tied to the
current US administration: Halli-
burton gets operation of oil facilities,
distribution of products and extin-
guishing of fires, worth up to §7 bil-
lion over two years; Bechtel, the US
construction giant, gets $680 million.
Most of this money will be paid for
with Iragi government assets seized in
1990-91. The British Labour govern-
moent has set up its own Working
Group on Irag including Marconi,
Balfour Beally, Taylor Woodrow,
Alstom, the Health Network Asso-
ciation and the Confederation of
British Industries (CBI). They antici-
pate a fifth of the contracts in recogni-
tion of Brilain's military and new colo-
nial role. Japanese companies Mitsu-
bishi, Marubeni and Komatsu are also
in the bidding to ‘rebuild Iraq’, seeking
joint ventures with US partners as the
best way to gel in on the action.

The Iraqi people will remember that
from 1927 when oil gushed out of the
ground until 1972 when the oil indus-
try was nationalised they saw almost
no benefits from oil revenues, these
flowed into accounts of the Iraq

terrorism and homeland  Petroleum Company (BP) in London.

The US and British governments
intend 1o establish frec markets in the
This means privatisation,
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Blair, Aznar and Bush at the Azores summit before the armed invasion of Iraq. There has been repeated
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success for US and British military ventures in the recent period, averaging almost one a year for this

Labour government.

opening up economies to internation-
al capital. In Kosovo and Bosnia the
US and British imposed the same free
markets and privatisation. Today in
Kosovo there is over 60% unemploy-
ment and in Bosnia it is over 40% with
75% of the .people in poverty.
Corruption and gangsters rule — this is
the reality of the free market vision:
humiliated, degraded, colonised peo-
ple. The US is considering drafting in
cheap Filipino labour for the new
investment opportunities in Iraq.

A crisis of imperialism

Behind this brazen demonstration of
crude power we must not lose sight of
two factors. Firstly, the repeated suc-
cess of US and British military ven-
tures in the recent period, averaging
almost one a year for this Labour gov-
ernment. The loss ratios for the US
and British forces never exceed one of
their own to 100 of their target’s.
Secondly, the deepening economic
crisis of capitalism that propels these
military aggressions. Together these
spell great danger for the world. The
crisis of accumulation has two conse-
quences: the desperate pursuit of
resources and markels to augment
profits, and a tendency towards inter-
imperialist rivalry, Both increase the
trend to militarism and war.

With the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991 the US ruling class has
moved to dominate the world, The
British ruling class seeks a share of the
spoils through its alliance with the
US. The Middle East and Central Asia
are the arenas whore the US ruling
class believes it can stamp its domina-
tion over any potential rival - the
European Union, Japan, Russia, China
— by means of control over oil supplies
and transportation routes combined
with unmatched military power.

Also, the oil in the Middle East is
cheap: $2-3 a barrel comparad to $12-
15 in the Gulf of Mexico and North
Sea. Fantastic profits aro to be made at
prices of $20 a barrel, Iraq's proven oil
reserves are 115 billion barrols.
Possible reserves rise to 250 billion
barrels. War and sanctions preventod

Iraq developing 55 of its 70 known oil
fields. Pre-war production capacity of
2.8 million barrels per day could be
raised to 7-8 million barrels per day,
rivalling Saudi Arabia. But to exploit
these reserves meant that UN sanc-
tions had to be removed. Without
relinquishing their control over Irag
the US and British governments
devised a United Nations resolution to
allow the UN a role in monitoring oil
revenues. This was interpreted by the
French and Russian governments as
offering a prospect of getting some-
thing from their contracts with the for-
mer regime. The tesolution was passed
on 22 May, giving UN legitimacy to the
US and British occupation.

Meanwhile, evidence of the crisis
gripping capitalism mounts up. US
wholesale prices fell a record 1.9% in
April. Federal Reserve chair Green-
span warned that the US had so little
experience in dealing with deflation
that the possibility required ‘very
close scrutiny’. The US economy is in
danger of subsiding under an ava-
lanche of debt. According to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, Germany is
in ‘considerable’ risk of deflation.

So the world's three biggest capital-
ist economies, the US, Japan and Ger-
many are going into reverse. In 2002
US personal bankruplcies reached a
record 1.5 million and requests for
both emergency food assistance and
emergency housing were up by a fifth.
In the two years to February 2003, US
capital shed two million jobs: unem-
ployment and poverty grow.

Imperialism’s assault on the op-
pressed nations of the world is co-
ordinated with attacks on the condi-
tions and rights of the masses in its
heartlands. The drive to war and
reprossion will conlinue: escalating
savagery accompanies capilalist crises
until there is sufficiont death and
destruction for the system to be
rovived. If we do not accept this fate
we must ally with the oppressed
wherever they resist our ruling classes
and we must break the deathly grip of
the Labour Party on workers, ideas
and action in Britain.
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Rock around the
goes to Cuba

In April, Rock around the Blockade’s Battle of Ideas brigade visited socialist Cuba. Comrades returnpd inspired
by the example of collective organisation, social inclusion and mass participation that characterises Cuban
socialism and by the steps Cuba is taking, through its Battle of Ideas, to extend the Revolution at every level.
Here, they give their impressions of how socialism is working in Cuba.

For a report of the brigade’s activities, see page 14. For further reports see Viva Cuba newsletter 27

Economic reform in GCuba

An important issue has been address-
ing the issue of inequality created by
the legalisation of the dollar and the
dual economy that has existed since
the 1990s. Access to dollars has given
some workers, for example those
working in tourism, a better standard
of living than others. This had the
potential to divide Cuban society. The
problem is being addressed by a deci-
sion taken in consultalion with the
trade unions to pay a bonus in dollars
to workers who do not have access to
dollars like those in state services such
as health and education and those in
industries such as oil and nickel.

Steps are also being taken to raise
productivity without compromising
the moral and social basis of the revo-
lution. The recently introduced Per-
fection’ system aims to increase pro-

ductivity and salaries. Planning and
central control will remain in stale
hands. The agreed state quola will
remain the priority for the enterprise.
There will not be compelition of the
type seen between capitalist enterpris-
es but there will be a degree of decen-
tralisation, allowing enterprises to
open up new products and markels.
Any surplus will go back into society.
One portion will be paid to the state,
another will be for local projects
enabling workers to contribute to
developing socialism by their involve-
ment, for instance, in rebuilding

homes, schools, hospitals, or laking
part in projects for the disabled.
Socialist Cuba knows the problems
and is addressing them in a creative
and principled manner.
Hannah Caller

Power 1o the people

The people’s project

Before visiting Cuba, we wanted to
discover the thoughts of ‘ordinary’
Cubans about the revolutionary pro-
cess. However, if you define ordinary
as those outside the political system,
then you very soon realise that very
few people in Cuba fit this definition.

It is through their mass organisa-
tions that Cubans join the revolution-
ary process and have an effective
voice. For example, 80% of Cuban
women are members of the Cuban
Women’s Federation (FMC), working
on social projects that include educa-
tion of prisoners, working with trou-
bled families and dealing with issues
such as domestic violence. It was they
who put proposals concerning paid
maternity and paternity leave from
work to the National Assembly, where
they were debated before being made
law. This is part of the Cuban system of
popular power where the mass organi-
sations have the right to make legisla-
tive initiatives. y

At all ages Cubans can be a member
of a dedicated organisation. From 7-14
there is the Pioneers.. The UJC organis-
es people under 30 and has a member-
ship of one in three of the age range. It
works closely witl the Mid-Level
Students’ Federation (FEEM), for stu-
dents aged 14-19, and the Federation
of University Students (FEU). There
are other mass organisations for every
group in society, such as farmers,

artists and writers arid, of course, trade

unions for all workers. If we add to-

these the Committees for Defence of
the Revolution (CDR), of which 99% of
the population (from 14 years on) are
members, we can see that almost every
person in Cuba hasjimportant roles to
play in the organjsalion of society,
Such mass participation is in direct
contrast to life in Britain, where less
‘than 40% of inhabitants bothered to
take part in the recent elections, Cuba

. offers an insight into the way forward
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to a society that is run by and for its
people. For those on the right, who
refuse to accept that socialism can
work, Cuba stands in defiance. For
those on the left who are unable to pic-
ture socialism as a living process the
message is clear, visit Cuba and see for
yourself. We did.

Mark Suibhne

CDRs — at the heart of
the revolution

We visited a Committee for the De-
fence of the Revolution (CDR) in the
city of Guantanamo as well as a rural
CDR within the Imias municipality.

The CDRs are central lo the func-
tioning of all Cuban society. The vast
majority of Cubans over the age of 14
choose to participate in them, but
membership is not compulsory, The
few who don’t join are still entitled to
benefit from everything the CDRs do,
They organise everything within com-
munities from street parties to regular
blood donations; the care of disabled
people to the integration of prisoners
back into society; looking after the
local environment to being on call for
night-time emergencies. It was evident
when we met with the people from
both these neighbourhoods that it was
the incredible unity that binds these
communities logether that gives the
Cuban revolution its strength.

The Cubans are famous for saying
that they have no gold and they have
little o, their mosl valuable resource
is their people. Perhaps the most im-
porlant organisations within Cuban
society, the CDRs ensure thal no fami-
ly is left alone and isolated. They are
united within the revolution, assisting
each other to achieve the best possible
for their neighbourhood, their country
and their revolution. AR

g : - Linsay Powell
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Social inclusion in Cuba

Cuban society continuously promotes unity
amongst its own people, but also solidarity
with other peoples, as we saw at the May
Day rally in Havana which encompassed
people of all ages, colour and creed. In the
same way the many grassroots organisa-
tions In Cuba try to get everyone united and
involved in running their own society.

In particular, over the last 18 months, the
Cubans have sent out social workers, work-
ing in collaboration with the mass organisa-
tions, to every family to ensure the benefits
of the revolution are equally distributed and

that the voice of its people is heard. The
Cubans have identified that a small portion of
its population is not accessing what is avail-
able to the majority. This small percentage
(1-5%) may well be disabled, unidentified in
their needs or even social delinquents. The
aim of the revolution is to empower every
individual so that they can be responsible
citizens of Cuban society, including former
convicts. Unlike the British ‘justice’ system,
the Cuban authorities don't believe that stig-
tr}lat[sing ex-convicts is a form of rehabilita-
on.

I wondered how much of a problem rac-
ism was within Cuba, both within organisa-
tions and generally in the streets. While
walking around Havana and Guantanamo on
my own | found that | received none of the
peculiar looks that | often get in ‘multi-cul-
tural’ Britain. But also, when visiting old peo-
ple's homes and the chocolate factory or
when meeting with the UJC, | saw that, com-
pared to Britain, many more of the workers in
respansible positions are black.

At the passport checkpoint | deliberately
walked ahead of my comrades at Gatwick to
see whether it was true that non-whites are
mora likely to be ‘randomly’ checked. Sure en-
ough the officers at the alrport questioned
me about my travels. They also questioned
another comrade with an Arabic-sounding
name. This charade didn't happen in Cuba.
This made me realise how set Institution-
alised racism Is in the imperialist countries.

While this does not mean racism does not

_ exist In Cuba, the Cubans are confident that
“through education and the widest possible

inclusion, these problems will gradually have
less bearing on society. '

Mohammad Hussain
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Growing up in
Cuba

Over 50% of Cubans are under 30. These
young Cubans have rights and respansibili-
ties far greater than we could imagine in
Britain.

Cubans begin life in the most supportive
of environments. Mothers get a full year of
paid leave, with the guarantee of their former
job when they return and this is soon to be
extended to fathers as well. For the next five
years most Cuban children join their local
nursery, leaming co-operative ways of work-
ing and living through practices such as the
collective celebration of birthdays.

From 7-14, they enter the Pioneers'
movement, taking part in recreational, social
and educational courses at Pioneers’ Pal-
aces in everything from alternative medicine
to traditional music; from how to fly a plane
to baking bread — with a wealth of hands-on
experience. The Pioneers have their own
structures, based upon principles of solidari-
ty and co-operation. Their mass conferences
are run by the children themselves, to deter-
mine the direction of their movement. This
grassroots self-organisation results in bully-
ing being entirely alien to Cuban schools. The
power bestowed upon young Cubans to
influence their world in a positive way makes
unnecessary such destructive assertions of
self. Similarly, the selfish academic competi-
tion between individuals which puts such
pressure on students in Britain is not evident
in Cuba. Those having more difficulties are
helped by those achieving more easily. A
recent development now sees secondary
school students assisting younger students,
and university students assisting secondary
schools students. With maximum class sizes
of 20 in primary schools, and 15 in second-
ary schools, teachers can provide much
closer assistance than in Britain.

In the community the contribution of
Cuban young people to society is highly val-
ued and encouraged. By the time they reach
14 and become eligible to join the mass
organisations, they are already well versed
in the practices of participatory democracy
and collective working, and have a strong
sense of their important place in society, and
of their responsibility to build and defend the
Revolution.

Tom Vickers

Desde el corazon

 La Brigada ‘Batalla de Ideas’ wiee +
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tis in this context that the arrest
and gaoling in April of more than
60 Cuban ‘dissidents’ and the
execution of three hijackers —
which provoked widespread criti-
cism in the bourgeois press — must be
understood. During our slay in Cuba,
we were privileged to be able to dis-
cuss these issues with two leading
Cuban communists and long-time
friends of FRFI and Rock around the
Blockade. Rogelio Palanco is editor
of the youth newspaper Juventud
Rebelde and a frequent participanl
in the nightly televised round-lable
discussions on important current
events; Noel Carrillo is a member of
the Department of International Rela-
tions of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Cuba.

Hijackers executed

On 11 April, after a summary trial,
the three Cubans who had hijacked a
passenger ferry crossing Havana Bay,
held knives o passengers’ throais
and threatened to throw them over-
board, were sentenced to death and
executed. There was an international
oulcry, from Cuba’s enemies, obvi-
ously, but also from liberal support-
ers of Cuba. However, the Cuban
communists are clear that the actions
of the Uniled States had-left them
with no option but to act as they did.

Let us be clear. As communists, we
are opposed to the death penalty.
Indeed, it is not something the Cuban
Communist Party promotes, and there
had been an effective moratorium on
executions in the past three years,
with the possibility mooted, before
recent events, of removing il from the
statute books altogether. Polanco stat-
ed clearly that the death penalty is
not part of the philosophy of the
Revolution, but rather something they
had been trying to leave behind. It
was not a decision undertaken lightly.
Carrillo told us that Cuba respects
those who oppose the death penalty
but felt in the current situalion it was
necessary to prevent death and de-
struction on a far greater scale. Those
who condemn Cuba, including many
left parties, have ended up ‘somehow
playing the same music as the north
Americans’.
As Fidel Castro told the millions

who gathered in Havana’s Revolution
Square on 1 May:

‘The Cuban Revolution was placed in
the dilemma of either protecting the
lives of millions of Cubans by using
the legally established death penalty
to punish the three main hijackers of
a passenger ferry or sitting back and
doing nothing. The US government,
which incites common criminals to
assault boats or aeroplanes with pas-
sengers on board, encourages these
people, gravely endangering the lives
of innocents and creating the ideal
conditions for an attack on Cuba. A
wave of hijackings had been un-
leashed and was already in full
developmen; it had to be stopped.

- ‘We cannot ever hesitate when it is
a question of protecting the lives of
the sons and daughters of a people.
determined to fight until the end,
arresting the mercenaries who serve
the aggressors and applying the most
severe sanctions againsl terrorists
who hijack passenger boats or planes -
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[Revolutionaries] start out from the principle that this is a life or

dea.th struggle. If revolutionaries do not defend themselves,
their cause is defeated'. Fidel Castro, 25 April 2003
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The Rock around the Blockade brigade visited Cuba at a time of escalating tension in relations with the USA
following the imperialist onslaught on Iraq and the Bush administration’s stated aim of pre-emptive strikes ata
moment's notice in any ‘dark corner of the world'. For imperialism’s ‘dark corner’, read, in this case, the shining
example of socialism. In a world dominated by what Castro has characterised as the USA’s ‘Nazi-fascist
foreign policy, the Cuban Revolution stands in very real danger and is prepared to fight to the death for survival.
US strategy is to probe Cuba. It is engaged in a new Cold War, A false move by the Cuban government could set
off a process similar to that which began in September 2002 when the US started the countdown to the

invasion of Iraq.

or commit similarly serious acts, who
will be punished by the courls in
accordance wilh tho laws in [orce.’

The US government has, as an acl of
aggression, drastically reduced the
number of visas it issues to Cubans
wishing o travel to Lthe United States,
from the agreed 20,000 a year to only
700 in the last six months, At tho
same time, it is aclively promoting
illegal emigration. Yel it has warnod
thal any mass emigration from Cuba
lo the United States — as when Cuba
opened its borders in 1980 and in
1994 — will be treated as a 'national
security issue’.

The scarcity of visas has prompted
violent and criminal elements to re-
sorl to hijacking planes and ships in
an attempt to reach the United States.
This problem has escalated over the
last seven months with seven vessels
hijacked by Cubans armed with
knives, firearms and grenades. In one
case, a gang even grabbed an AK-M
rifle from a soldier and attempted to
storm a plane. The hijackers are
encouraged by the fact that when
they reach the USA, rather than being
returned to Cuba to face criminal
charges, they are bailed and released.
Cuba is clear that the USA is waiting
for an incident serious enough to
serve as a pretext for invasion. Since
the executions, the hijackings have
stopped and the point has been made
— not just to would-be hijackers, but
to the USA and the world: Cuba takes
the defence of its people and its revo-
lution seriously.

US promotes counter-
revolution

These are dangérous times for Cuba.,
Polanco told us the United States’
doctrine of prg-emplive action and
Cuba’s inclusion on their list of so-
called ‘rogue slates’ meant that the
situation in Cuba is the most danger-
ous for many years, Indeed, while we
were in Cuba, US Secretary of State
Colin Powell appeared on television
to announce that the island’s govern-
ment should bd eliminated. ‘We are in
one of the most risky and dangerous
moments not only for Cuba but for the
whole of humapnity,” said Carrillo. For
the Cuban Conpmunist Party, the inva-
sion of Iraq marks the end of the post-
war world nrat.i‘rr and the beginning of
a new and darlgerous one. It believes
the economic crisjs of US imperialism
is now so deep it cannot wait for

measures such as the Froe Trade Area .
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‘ldeas will overcome weapons': millions join May Day parade In Havana

of the Americas to enlarge its markets
and profits, but must launch wars to
defend the interests of US capital.
The system of international relations
has broken down completely leaving
the way open for such attacks. The
European Union has proved too weak
and divided to act as any kind of
brake on US aggression. No country
is now strong enough to stand in its
way, leaving Cuba totally isolated
apart from the international solidari-
Ly it receives,
The United States is searching for

a pretext to invade the island. Prop-
aganda used in the past — that Cuba
has been involved in international
drug trafficking, or possesses the
technology to manufacture biological
weapons — has been comprehensive-
ly discredited by the Cubans and ‘put
on ice’, as Carrillo put it, for future
use. Since the invasion of Iraq, the
USA does not need proof. After all,
where are those famous ‘weapons of
mass destruction’, the pretext for war
in the first place? ¢

~ Instead, US strategy has been to
foment dissent within the island it-
self. Since the arrival last September
of arch-reactionary diplomat James
Cason, the US Interests Section in
Havana has been used as a head-
quarters for Cuba’s fragmented and
mercenary opposition. Here counter-
revolutionary propaganda has been
produced and printed, subversion
planned . and millions of dollars
“handed. over to ‘dissidents’ of one

kind or another. Information provided
by these sources was regularly fed
through to the US administration to
be used as fodder for the tightening of
the Helms-Burton Act. As well as
wining and dining dissidents at his
home, in a brazen abuse of his diplo-
matic position, Cason has travelled
around the island meeting with
counter-revolutionaries and urging
them to set aside their differences and
unite around a 10-point programme.
As Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe
Perez Roque wryly pointed out, the
imperialists condemn Cuba for having
one political party uniting the people
around socialism, but are themselves
desperately attempting to create a sin-
gle party of counter-revolution. !
The hundreds of grouplets, rang-
ing from the Independent Press As-
socjation of Cuba to the Independant
Rafters’ Assaciation, are a key part'of
triqd and tested US strategy, used lin
the former socialist countries of the
Eastern bloc, to undermine revoju-
tion from within. As former CIA o;ﬁ-
cial Philip Agee has commented,
these ‘so-called independent inurli‘ul-
istb, independent libraries and cjvil
rights activists are not, nor were they
evir, independent in any sense wliat-
sopver’, Rather, they are complo&aly
in the pocket of the United Stdtes
ernment and supplied with mil-
lions of dollars to say what they.are
told to say, write what they are tolf to
write and lead comfortable and privi-
leged lives with no need to work.

From 1997 to 2002, $22 million was
channelled into Cuba via the US
Agency for International Develop-
ment — and this was but a tiny frac-
tion of money that finds its way into
Cuba to foment counter-revolution-
ary activilies.

All these activities were proved in
court by 12 Cuban intelligence agents
who had infiltrated these ‘dissident’
organisations. Two of them, ‘Octavio’
(Nestor Baguer) and ‘Tania’ (Qdilia
Collazo), had risen to become, re-
spectively, the chairman of the Inde-
pendenl Press Association of Cuba
and the president of the Pro-Human
Rights Party of Cuba. Their testimony
exposed the corrupt, bogus and mer-
cenary characler of these groups, and
the degree to which they are little
other than puppets of the US Inter-
esls Section.

Upon arrival in Cuba, Cason had
stated that his goal was ‘to speed up
the process towards a democratic
Cuba’ and urged ‘support for all those
who are contributing to this transi-
ton’. By March 2003 he was holding
meetings with counter-revolutionar-

ies every other day. Cason, in Casiro’s

words, had ‘attempted to transform
his headquarters and his own resi-
dence into a venue for organising,
instructing and directing mercenaries
who betray their homeland in the
service of a foreign power, or violate
other laws through acts that cause
serious harm to the country, expect-

ing total impunity’.

At the same time, in a move further
designed to provoke Cuba, Cuban
political prisoners, the Miami 5, were
being tortured in US gaols.

The Cubans decided it was time to

act — but not by expelling Cason or
closing the US Interests Section,
which would have allowed the US to
claim Cuba was taking hostile steps
against it. As Polanco said ‘We are a
guerrilla nation and must attack the
enemy’s flanks'. Instead, 65 counter-
revolutionaries (77 including the
Cuban ‘double agents') were rounded
up and tried under Cuban law against
receiving money or equipment from
the US government for the purpose of
implementing the Helms-Burton Law
and sentenced to between six and 28
years in gaol. In the face of liberal
furore, Cuban Foreign Minister
Felipe Perez Roque spelled it out:
no-one is punished in Cuba for
their ideas, but they will be punished
for criminal and counter-revolution-
ary activity and the US must under-
stand the consequences of its strate-
gy: 'These trials must be understood
as Cuba's behaviour when no
other option remained...given the
path of confrontation and provoca-
tion which the US government has
chosen to pursue in its relations with
Cuba.’

The Cubans do not believe|an in-
vasion is inevitable, but they are
armed and ready to fight. Since the
1980s, when Reagan came to power
on an anti-communist crusade, they
have been preparing to resist occupa-
tion with a guerrilla war of all the
people. An invader would face not

. just'the Cuban army, but the entire
people armed and ready to fight to
the death in defence of their Rav-
.olution. _

Ed Scrivens and Cat Wiener

FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISMI JUNE /JULY 2003 @ 9



. help
3

Direct rule from

London continues

PAUL MALLON

The stalemate over the Good
Friday ‘peace process’ con-
tinues. The Labour govern-
ment has postponed elections
to the Northern Ireland
Assembly from May to the
autumn. Direct rule from
London continues. In the
meantime the part publica-
tion of the Stephens’ Report
into collusion between Brit-
ain and Loyalists has ex-
posed the reality of Britain's
dirty war against the Nation-
alist working class. MMore
recently the headlines have
been filled with sensation
over ‘Stakeknife’, the infa-
mous British agent. All of this
is designed to destabilise the
Republican Movement.
On 13 April, the IRA issued a
private communiqué regarding
IRA disbandment to the British
and Irish governments and to
David Trimble, the leader of the
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP).
However, the absence of an
explicit commitment failed to
satisfy Trimble and the British
government. On 23 April Prime
Minister Tony Blair publicly
responded by misquoting the
IRA’s statement and asking for
three points of clarification on
its position. On 6 May the IRA
reissued its 13 April statement
and provided further clarifica-
tion of its position. In its state-
ments, the IRA attempted to
meet the demands set out by
the British government by reas-
suring Unionists that it ‘poses

no threat to Unionist people or
to the peace process’. It also
stated that it had sanctioned a
further, third act of decommis-
sioning of arms and offered
apologies and condolences to
non-combatants caught up in
the conflict. None of this has
cut any ice with either the
British government or the Loy-
alists.

Meanwhile, on 17 April, just
15 pages of a 3,000-page report
into collusion between British
forces and Loyalist death
squads were published. Metro-
politan Police Commissioner
John Stephens' report gives a
glimpse of the realities of the
nature of British rule. It con-
firms - ‘widespread’ collabora-
tion between Loyalists and
Britain's occupation forces in
the systematic campaign to ter-
rorise the Nationalist commu-
nity, It shows how British
agents targeted Republicans for
the Loyalist death squads and
provided them with intelli-
gence to undertake their mur-
derous activities. Then in mid-
May a British intelligence
report was leaked which pur-
ported to reveal the identify of
Britain's main agent within the
IRA, ‘Stakeknife’. The timing of
this revelation was calculated
to distract attention from Brit-
ain's role in running Loyalist
death squads and to destabilise
the Republican Movement.

In FRFI 171 we said that
‘nothing short of a significant
statement from the IRA on dis-
bandment will restore the

devolved inslitutions. The Re-
publican movement is once
again being compelled to save
the peace process’. This remains
the case. Elections to the de-
volved assembly will only take
place when it is suitable to the
British government and when it
is satisfied of a stable and ac-
ceptable outcome. Were the el-
ection to happen now, Ian
Paisley’s Democralic Unionist
Party (DUP) would gain at the
expense of Trimble and the fav-
oured UUP. This would have
resulted in severe problems for
the assembly since the DUP
would refuse to share power
with Sinn Fein in the executive,
forcing the collapse of the as-
sembly, in effect unravelling the
whole Good Friday Agreement.
As Britain’s dirty war in
Ireland demonstrated, British
imperialism cannot play a pro-
gressive role in Ireland. This
current crisis in the peace
process follows a long estab-
lished pattern: first, the Union-
ists complain about some part
of the process; second, the
Republicans call on the British
government to honour  the
process; third, the British gov-
ernment compels the Republi-
can Movement to make yet fur-
ther concessions. That the
Republican Movement will fur-
ther compromise its position
and the Nationalist working
class is clear. The question then
becomes, what are the forces
that will emerge to defend the
rights of the Nationalist work-
ing class? |

Labour, the BNP and

the left

BOB SHEPHERD

Buoyed by the intense racist
witch hunt of asylum seekers
led by the Labour govern-
ment and its media allies
such as The Sun, Daily Mail
and The Express, the BNP
announced it would stand
candidates in over 200 coun-
cil wards in the 1 May coun-
cil elections. It also sought to
capitalise on local despair at
Labour’s record. The reality
for many on white working
class ghetto estates is deepen-
ing poverty, neglect, Labour
council cuts, corruption and
incompetence. They can see

 how under Labour the gap

between rich and poor has

 widened, and how levels of

child poverty have increased.
‘With so little, they envy any
to asylum

what probl

ers, how tough it is on working
class youth and how intolerant
it is of all political protest.
Labour are the official racists,
the BNP the unofficial racists
who can be used as an auxiliary
arm of the state should it be
necessary.

Rather than confront the
racism of the Labour Party,
however, the left chose to duck
the issue and call for an ‘anti-
Nazi’ vote. The Anti-Nazi
League (ANL) issued a national
leaflet headlined ‘Don't vote
Nazi’ — although its content had
nothing to say to those who
might contemplate supporting
the BNP. Instead it was an
appeal to Labour voters to turn

out and vote for their local

Labour candidate since there
was only a handful of wards
where the Socialist Alliance
was prepared to battle it out
direct with the BNP: ‘No matter

ems we face’, ils
aragr g

argued, ‘the

w is  anti-working class

Nowhere did the ANL men-
tion the Labour Party, even
though it was clear that a BNP
vote would be a protest against
Labour. If we are to believe the
ANL, then even if we are ‘fed
up' with our Labour council,
‘fed up' with the Labour gov-
ernment, we must still dutiful-
ly turn out ‘in massive num-
bers’ to vote for the racist, anti-
working class Labour Party so

If we are to believe the
ANL, then even if we are
‘fed up’ with our Labour
council, ‘fed up’ with the
Labour government, we
must still dutifully turn
out ‘in massive numbers’

to vote for the racist,

Party

SP refuses to

challenge Labour

MICHAEL MACGREGOR

On 1 May, the Scottish
Socialist Party (SSP) won six
seats in the Scottish parlia-
menl, one less than the
Greens. The election saw
Labour's vote fall as it lost six
seats, ending up with 50. The
SNP too was a loser, down
eight seals to 27. With only
half the eligible voters taking
part, the SSP received
128,026 votes in the regional
lists which are derived from
the ‘second vote' system of
proportional representation,
or 7.68% of the total.

Although at first sight the SSP's
result was impressive, the fact
is that at no point in the elec-
tion contest did the SSP cam-
paign on the principled basis of
demanding a ‘no’ vote for the
Labour imperialists — the only
basis on which any electoral
intervention by socialists and
anti-imperialists would have
been acceptable. Far from it:
the SSP deliberately avoided
such a challenge by encourag-
ing Labour vaters to vote for the
SSP with their second vote.
Thus its leader Tommy
Sheridan urged ‘every Labour
voter. in Scotland to give us
their second vote’ (SSP website
30 April). He went even further,
saying ‘I would appeal to

Labour voters: even if you want
to vote for your local MSP, give
us your second vote, as a sec-
ond vote for Labour would be
wasted'.

In Dundee the SSP candi-
date withdrew from the elec-
tion in favour of a sitting
Labour MSP, John McAllion,
getting a free run in a marginal
constituency. He was described
by the SSP as a 'socialist’ who,
because of his anti-war stance,
merited this selfless leg-up
from other socialists. As evi-
denced above, the SSP do not
actually oppose Labour. They
were in the business here of
flogging  Labour  bundled
together with the Scottish
Socialist Party. The electorate
could have it both ways: vote
for the war party and the anti-
war party at the same time!

On 15 February, as part of
the massive wave of interna-
tional protest against war,
500,000 people marched on the
Scottish Labour Party confer-
ence in Glasgow. This was 10%
of the entire Scottish pop-
ulation, and an even greater
proportion of the potential
electorate. However, what is
clear from the election results is
that Labour's support for the
war did not alienate its voting
base amongst well-off workers
and the state-employed middle

class. The refusal of the SSP to
take up the challenge to Labour
was crucial in letting Labour off
the hook. The SSP’s endorse-
ment of Labour has set back the
struggle for socialism, central to
which is complete oppasition
to imperialism and, in this par-
ticular and violent context,
complete opposition to British
imperialism and the Labour
Party.

By contrast the Lothian Mus-
lim Voting Committee was ex-
plicit and forthright in urging
Muslims to vote tactically to
oust Labour MSPs in protest at
the war, whilst a pre-election
FBU poll in Scotland showed
that only 1% of members would
vote Labour as compared to 63%
in 1999 (quoted in Socialist
Voice 24 April). This shows how
sections of the working class
were more advanced than the
SSP in their understanding of
the Labour Party. The SSP is
now completely committed to a
parliamentary strategy; it hopes
to win 150-200 seats at the next
council elections, ‘helping us to
sink deep roots in every commu-
nity in Scotland’. New Labour in
Scotland will have its own Old
Labour opponent: an SSP for
whom anti-imperialist princi-
ples are to be sloughed off when-
everit is an electoral necessity.ll

washout. In Burnley, a higher
than national average turnout
elected seven BNP councillors,
giving it a total of eight and
making the BNP the second
largest party in the council. In
Oldham, BNP leader Nick
Griffin was amongst ten BNP
candidates, None of them won,
but most came second in their
wards, ANL posters plastered
around Oldham portraying
Griffin as Hitler didn't stop 993
people voting for him, second
alter the Labour candidate who
got 1,684 votes. The Socialist
Alliance itself stood four candi-
dates; all got derisory votes. In
the one ward where it chal-
lenged the BNP directly, Chad-
derton South, Socialist Alli-
ance came last with 30 votos
whilst the BNP was second
with 773 voles. In Burnley the
Socialist Alliance slood two
candidates: both faced BNP
candidates and both camo last
with 38 and 96 voles respoc-

. ~ tively. Nationally the Socialist

Alliance stood 161 candidates.
Most received less than 100
yoles, In one Manchester ward,
riden, it managed only 14

votes, in another, it got just 12!
Out of 161 candidates, only one
Socialist - Alliance candidate
won; only one other polled
more than 20% of the vate.

FRFI has consistently ar-
gued we cannot fight racism
and the rise of fascist ideas if
we do not confront British
imperialism, the racism of the
British state and the Labour
Party. Any other strategy is
doomed to failure. It is the
Labour Parly in government and
running local councils that is in
reality creating the conditions
for the rise of fuscist support.
Tho BNP portrays itself as boing
against the corruption of Labour
at local and national level. The
pro-Labour Party strategy of the
Socialist Allianca reinforcos tho
BNP’s credibility as anti-estab-
lishment and capable of fighting
in the interests of the while
working class,

On 15 February, two million
turnad out to demonstrate
against war on Iraq, Ton weeks
later, the electoral achievement
of the Socialist Alliance is just
one council seat! What a spec-
tacular achievement! Tied to

the Labour Party, the left has
completely squandered  this
historic opportunity. This has
not prevented Socialist Worker
from speaking of ‘breakthroughs
for sacialists’ and ‘socialist olec-
tion successes' in its analysis of
the elections. The fact is that the
electoral strategy of the SWP
and their left allies is a complete
farce and reveals their political
bankruptcy. They are mare in-
terested in relating to the inter-
ests of sections of the Labour
Party than to the interests of the
working class and opprossed,
and in consequence will build
nothing,

The alternative won't come
through olectoral politics but
through the creation of an anti-
racist, anti-imperialist and anti-
Labour movement, a movement
that can represent the interests
of the poor, working class and
oppressoed and link their strug-
gles here with the struggles of
lhe‘ oppressed  worldwide
against imperialism. The only
choice for the left during the
olections was to say no to
Labour, no the BNP, and to
organise the fightback, |
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Education Notes

They’ve lost the

they’ve

SUSAN DAVIDSON

Head teachers and education
ministers are locked into a
public slanging match about a
missing £500 million of fund-
ing that is needed to run
schools over the next year.
The government claims that
local education authorities
have held on to the cash, but
they say they have passed it
on or spent it on educational
vaisinn. Many schools face
huge budget deficits and
heads warn that after cutting
down on training, mainte-
pance and repairs ‘the only
thing left to trim is staff”.

So, at a time of teacher shortage
sp severe that many inner city
teachers have an automatic
‘reward and retention’ payment,
schools are going to be sacking
staff. A last-minute offer by
Fducation Secretary Charles
Clarke to allow schools to divert
money from repairs to staff
salaries or to barrow from richer
neighbouring schools to pay
this year's salary bills is a panic
response that only highlights
long-term underfunding.

The shameful spectacle of
accusation and counter-accusa-
tion by politicians and adminis-
trators over the missing cash is
the inevitable result of a budget

lost the

[

money and

plot

system that has been deliberate-
ly fragmented. This Labour gov-
ernment has set out to turn state
provision of the education sys-
tem into ‘grace and favour'
funding. Apart from the basic
Education Formula Spending
Share (EFSS) which is itself an
arbitrary allocation of basic
funds to education authorities,
finance is targeted to support
government policies. An initia-
tive is announced, to ‘fast-track’
teachers, for example, and lo! a
pot of money is ear-marked for it
which must not be spent on any-
thing else. Some major funds
have been swallowed up in this

way. One such initiative, the
national numeracy strategy, has
been described as ‘a £44 million
failure’ by the Times Education-
al Supplement in May, after
research showed that it has
made very little difference to
pupil attainment.

The reason education minis-
ters cannot point to the missing
£500 million is that there is no
missing £500 million. There is
no creative accounting here.
The money has simply been
spent, or is due to be spent, on
initiatives already announced.
Changes in teacher’s pay, pen-
sions and national insurance

Firefighters’

leaders

capitulate under
Labour threats

JIMCRAVEN

At the end of May the execu-
tive of the Fire Brigade Union
(FBU) agreed to end their
industrial action. This was
the second time that the exec-
Utive had tried to end the
Mne-month-old dispute. In
March FBU delegates angrily
jected their executive's

Clsion and voted over-
wh_"lmﬁlgly to continue with
o bacuii'on.

G 00! occasions And
Gﬂc‘lﬁst- FBU leader, claimeg
that he had won major conces-
:j[l:ns from the employers. In

Y he said, “The proposed
;if%mem differs significantly
lhm Previous offers’. In fact,
1¢ offer was the same 16% pay
h;ml!rfease spread over two and a
\ab) Years that had been on the
nule for several months. The

Y difference was some un-
*Pecified promise from the Lab-
X government and employers
i ges in working condi-
th:: could be negotiated rather

% Imposed, together with a

Suggestion that future

B3y formulas might be linked to
Professiona) salaries rather than

ua] eamings. ; s

John Prescott. Prescott has con-
tinued to force through a law
aimed at preventing firefighters
from taking further industrial
action and threatened to impose
a settlement, warning them that
it could be less than what was
already on offer and that the
government wouldn't provide
an extra penny. Prescott’s deter-
mination to crush the firefight-
ers’ struggle by any means,
whether through legislation or
the forces of the state, demon-
strates what the government has
in store for workers who try to
stand up for themselves in
Labour's Britain. ;

The only exceptions will be
those who must be relied upon
to operate that state machinery.
While Prescott threatens to re-
move the right to strike from
firefighters, Labour Home Sec-
retary David Blunkett has pro-
posed that prison officers be
given back the right to strike,

FBU delegates are due to
meet on 9 June to consider their

executive’s recommendations. If

ide tc hrist’s
they decide to reject Gilc
.sugnisslan' and continue their

and changes in povernment-
required job evalualion proce-
dures simply cost more. Some
charges previously borne by
central government are now
transforred to schools. For ox-
ample, support for Newly
Qualified Teachers (NQTs), who
are only allowed Lo teach a 90%
curriculum is being withdrawn
leaving schools to find the extra
cash needed to pul teachers in
front of classes. Most education
authorities will experience a cut
of about 1.5% in real terms this
year.

Badly miscalculating fund-
ing in this way is the by-product
of turning state funding into a
magic wand to wave at any time
the reactionaries start to rum-
ble. Bad pupils! — set up special
units. Bad parents! — sel up spe-
cial fast-track courts to punish
them. Bad head teachers! — ‘take
them out’, as minister Stephen
Byers suggested, and set up a
leadership college. This govern-
ment has lost the plot.

Universities - what are they
good for?

You've got to laugh. Having set
the target of 50% of the age-
group to get a university level
education by 2010 (currently
38%), and having agonised over
whether it is elitist for posh uni-

varsities to charge ‘top-up’ fees,
Education Secretary Charles
Clarke is suddenly overcome by
doubt. What is it all for? he asks.
And why should the state fin-
ance scholars al universily any-
way? We could keep a few
‘medieval seckers-after-truth as
an adornment to our society’,
but such a ‘community of seek-
ors-after-truth’ should not be
funded by the state. This was
not an attack on historians, or
even medieval historians, but
on the whole idea of the study
of the classics and the humani-
ties. State funding, proposes
Clarke, should go to those who
‘help the economy to deal with
challenges posed by rapid glob-
al change’. He must mean
applied science, lechnology and
business studies (including
accountancy, which he definite-
ly needs to improve on). We
suppose he would include the
modern Janguages of major trad-
ing nations but not mother-
tongues or ancient languages.
The view that the purpose of
education is to service capital-
ism and turn out an efficient
and disciplined working class is
as old as state education itself.
We would expect no other view
from that ex-leftie, ex-public
school lick-spittle of privatisa-
tion, Charles Clarke.

Live from the Globe Theatre

One of the main reasons why
this government is so discredit-
ed is the tendency of its leaders
to announce policy on the hoof,
as it were. Whenever we see a
photo opportunity of Blunkett
with the police or Blair with

school pupils we brace our-
selves for another ‘iniliative’,
like droppings from a rabbit.
From the stage of the Globe
Theatre, Blair announced the
new London schools strategy,
also known as ‘a package of rad-
ical reforms designed to raise
standards in the capital over the
next five years’. What the Prime
Minister means is that 20 new
schools will be built to replace
the crumbling, cash-starved
buildings of the 1890s that
house so many of the capital’s
pupils. His elector detector has
picked up the rumblings of dis-
content from better-off parents
who are angry that they cannot
get their kids into the more
desirable schools of their
choice.

Fighting back

There's nothing like shortage of
cash to really get people going.
Fury at the funding fog fired the
Spring conferences of the Na-
tional Union of Teachers (NUT)
and the National Association of
Head Teachers (NAHT). The
NUT has come out against the
government proposal to use
Teaching Assistants, some paid
as little as £6 an hour, for whole
class teaching as a strategy to
relieve work load. The NAHT
has come out against govern-
ment targets to raise SATS test
results, claiming that the effect
of teaching to the test for 7, 11
and 14-year-olds is damaging to
schools and the welfare of chil-
dren. Yes, it’s time for the spin-
ning to stop and the fight back
for a democratic education sys-
tem to begin. | |

Foundation hospitals: a step
towards privatising the NHS

ROBERT CLOUGH

The outcome of the recent
debate in the House of Com-
mons on foundation hospitals
was a foregone conclusion: a
smaller than expected number
of Labour 'MPs salved their
consciences by voting against
it, whilst the Labour govern-
ment took a further step to-
wards opening up the NHS to
private healthcare providers.
Previous issues of FRFI (eg
FRFI 161, ‘Privatisation acceler-
ates’) have argued that Labour’s
commitment to continued pri-
vatisation is to enable the cre-
ation of British multinational
service providers which are of
sufficient size to compete on the
world market. Its enthusiasm
for privatisation has made it a
keen supporter for the Genoral
Agreement on Trade in Services,
This will open up any govern-
ment-provided service, includ-
ing health, to privatisation.
British  private  healthcare
providers such as BUPA are
minnows compared to US coun-
terparts: they have to grow sub-
stantially if they are to become a
force in the world market. "I‘ha
creation of foundation hospitals
will enable this to happen.
Foundation hospitals cannot
be considered separately from
other changes which form part of
the government’s 10-year NHS

New NHS: on the way to elite hospitals and privatisation

fixed amount independent of cost
or volume of patient throughput.
Under the new system, a national
tariff will be set for almost all non-
amergency procedures which can
be allocated to a Health Resource
Group, The tariff will be weighted
to promate ‘efficiency’ ~ the use
of daycase surgery is an example.
Hospitals will then charge
according to this tariff, If they
carry out more activity, they will
get extra income which they can
retain; if they under-achieve, they
will lose income. They will be
able to charge social services for
any delays in discharging patients
because of shortage of residential
placements. This will enablo
‘money to follow the patient’ —
but within it are the seeds of pri-
vatisation. This will become more

~ qvident as the tariffs are refined Lo

support from m
trade union

~ adjust for patient risk. Hospitals

odel services not
population
will max-

ill bo ablo'

to minimise risk by selecting
low-risk patients, and by trans-
ferring as much risk to patients
and their GPs as possible.
Commissioners will agree on the
need to transfer risk to patients,
but will be driven by cost con-
tainment rather than income
maximisation, It is the patient
who will suffer in this system,
particularly those with chronic
and/or multiple conditions -
mainly the elderly.

This sets the scene for foun-
dation hospitals. To date pri-
vatisation has been achieved
through the contracting out of
ancillary services and, more
recontly, the Private Finance
Initiative which added new
hospital building to the private
domain, This has allowed com-
panies such as Jarvis, Siemens,
Carillon and Rentokil to start
fleecing the NHS: PFI schemes
on average require a 30% bed
loss to become affordable.
Under the new legislation, NHS

hospital trusts can apply to
become foundation hospitals.
They will be able to raise money
on the open market subject to
limits set by a regulator. Cru-
cially they will be able to sub-
contract clinical services to pri-
vate providers. The legislation
also allows any private sector
body to become a foundation
trust and run NHS services: the
Department of Health is lining
up companies such as BUPA and
the US firm Kaiser Permanante
to run ‘failing’ hospitals.

In promoting foundation
hospitals, Health Secretary Al-
an Milburn stressed that the bill
would address the question of
universal access and equity. In
fact the prime duty of foundation
hospitals will be to function ‘effi-
ciently, effectively and econo-
mically’. The fact that the legis-
lation gives foundation hospitals
unlimited powers to enter into
joint ventures with the private
sector whether to raise money or
provide clinical services means
that services will fall outside any
local control or public accounta-
bility. The scone is being set for a
US madel of healthcare funding
and provision, and the principal
characteristic of US healthcare is
its utter lack of equity or univer-
sality.

Readors who want to know
more about the privatisation of
the NHS should read an excel-
lent paper by Allyson Pollock,
Foundation hospitals and the
NHS Plan, from which this arti-
cle is drawn. It can be found at
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/spp/download/
health_policy/Foundation_hospitals_
NHS_Plan.doc
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- Yet during the first round of the
~ presi e polit-

he ruling class brought the

presidential election forward

by six months to forestall grow-

ing grassroots action. Now,
under slogans of ‘no more social
spending’ and ‘security is a priority’,
the state has directed more intense
attacks on the organisations of the
poor. Last June the Federal Police
received 6.45 million pesos from
Buenos Aires City government to buy
firearms, vehicles and computers.
Picket organisations, which protest
by blocking major routes, are now
heavily targeted. On 19 February
police blocked the piqueteros for 10
hours from marching to the Ministry
of Welfare to demand reactivation of
social programmes. In March police
brutally attacked 89 families residing
in Padelai, an abandoned building in
San Telmo occupied for 19 years.
During the eviction residents and
supporters were teargassed, shot
with rubber bullets and beaten, 86
were detained and 40 injured, among
them minors and elderly.

With this reassertion of state
power, the preliminary round of the
presidential elections took place on
27 April. To the immense relief of the
establishment, the three Peronist
candidates collectively received
60% of the mandatory vote. This
meant that a deal could be cut to
force the corrupt and discredited
Menem to withdraw. With Menem’s
withdrawal, the 18 May second
round was quickly called off.

The Governor of Santa Cruz
Province, Nestor Carlos Kirchner,
was sworn in without further ado,
but with the smallest-ever vote,
instead of the anti-Menem landslide
predicted. Kirchner is now a presi-
dent under the shadow of his spon-
sor, outgoing President Duhalde,
using Duhalde’s economy team.

The establishment will continue
its brutal assertion of control.
Argentina’s unemployment rate is
officially at least 21.5% and 22 mil-
lion of its 36 million people (around
60%) live in poverty. This compares
to 40% in December 2001. Real
wages fell 40% last year. Thus in the
city of Rosario, middle class areas
have collapsed into dependence on
food parcels. Thousands of Argen-
tineans are fleeing to Spain, For the
first time in 200 years, malnutrition
is a serious problem, causing daily
deaths among children and the old,
in the world’s fourth biggest food
-exporter. Officially 15% of children
are below ‘normal’ weight for their
height. The situation is unfavourable

compared even to the crisis in the
1930s, when Argentina’s
dropped by 14% in three years.

dential elections, no la

Argentina:
Nnew president,
continuing misery

The Argentinean ruling class, led by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has been
on the offensive. It has slashed the living conditions of the population to such an
extent that Argentina, through a policy of starvation (see FRFI 169), is actually
increasing its foreign currency reserves (now $10.5 billion) and paying back state
debts. Exports of wheat, soya, corn and meat increased during 2002, with a current
balance of payments surplus of $8.8 billion, whilst hunger ravaged the country. The

GDP

gross domestic product fell 15% and half a million jobs were lost over the last year.
Accordingly, in January, an IMF deal saw $6.6 billion of debt ‘rolled over’ again, with
loans covering obligations up to August. The IMF vultures are ‘optimistically’ plan-
ning an intense squeeze over two years, whilst 20% of children are already malnour-
ished. ALVARO MICHAELS reports.

the streets to fight ‘crime’ and auto-
matically supported US foreign poli-
cy) and Nestor Kirchner (a provincial
governor and creature of President
Dubhalde) gain most votes.

The middle class

After international ‘creditors’ (for-
eign banks), the middle class voteis a
priority for the ruling class. It must
be thrown the first available crumbs,
redirected from the labour of the
poor. For the moment they are given
straws to clutch at. A successful cat
and mouse game has been played
with their frozen dollar bank
deposits, which they demand back
through the courts. The state in turn
deposits bonds in the banks to sus-
tain their operations — paper ‘pro-
mises’ to replace dollars owed to
international lenders. In this way the
middle class is tied to the establish-
ment. Yet to pay back state debt
Kirchner must now force even greater
suffering on the workers than Pre-
sident Duhalde imposed. The recent
tragic floods of 8 May in Santa Fe
province, with up to 1,800 dead,
130,000 homeless, 2 million hectares
of land spoiled and property losses of
$970 million, cannot be properly
addressed. Without absolute austerity
for the poor and increased returns for
the rich, the estimated $100 billion of
private Argentinean capital stashed
abroad will not return. Indeed new
President Kirchner ‘saved’ the public
finances of his own oil-rich province
by transferring savings to accounts in
Switzerland and Luxembourg and
implementing severe spending cuts.

The struggle from below
Though many workers retain illusions
in Peronism, the state still has to deal
with the growing class consciousness
of those with least to lose. Over the
last six years Los piqueteros — pick-
eters — havel organised extensively
amongst the unemployed, forced to
live in misery in shacks on the out-
skirts of bigger towns and cities. They
were central to the mass movement
that deposed the government in 2001.
By blocking the major roads they
te to provide them with a
ittance — 150 pesos a month ($45) for
those men or women piqueleros who
iger than Mi‘i or
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For the first time in 200 years, malnutrition s a serlous problem, causin:

s g £

g dally deaths among

children and the old, In the world's fourth biggest food exporter.

The poor have built new forms of
social organisation and protest. They
have their own security arrange-
ments to combat police infiltration.
Everyone participates locally in each
of the slum districts. Countrywide it
acts broadly as three movements, but
has also attracted political or social
activists dispossessed of their previ-
ous posts and ambitions. So lower
middle class activists have been
drawn in, with a range of narrow,,
partisan and dogmatic ideas, The
destructive petty bourgeois habits
and sectarianism of such seclions
have hindered the movement, often
driving away the unemployed work-
ers and preventing them from devel-
oping their national political activity,
driving them back to their communi-
ties and local action. We find a mix of
political standpoints attracted to the
original activities of the piqueteros
movement,

There are three main trends, The
first of these is the Pickets Block
wi has many militant commu-
‘Trotskyists, who view their
ons as part of a popular revo-
T! ond is the Anibal

( ition 'whtlﬁh se0s the

the unemployed in places like
Quilmes and Lugano. In all the
groups the women push hardest and
march at the front. The third is the
CTA, with ex-priest and Provincial
Deputy Luis D’Elia and trade union-
ist Juan Carlos Alderete as spokesper-
sons. It is involved in the actual state
and provincial elections. It does not
want to break off such a public dis-
cussion or weaken its membership
with ‘aggressive’ picketing. Along-
side it marches the Class Combat
Current (CCC).

Despite the pigueteros National
Programme (see FRFI 165) there are
tactical arguments arising from differ-
ent political arguments, for example;
whether to completely or partially
block major routes during a protest;
whether to attack the police directly
when threatened; whether to wear

.hoods when in action. In these exam-

ples the CTA and CCC opt to allow
public transport to pass to allow

neighbours to go to work, but also not

to upset the lower middle classes
whom they see as potential allies in
their struggle. The other two groups
allow no one to pass. For them, with
75 children dying of hunger each
day, the fight is for life itself. Entire
families march, pross cameras are
unwelcome. Fighting tho police is
always a case of solf-defence. Tho sys-
tem in which they live is violent. The

police aim to destroy the effective-
ness of their pickets and marches and
so deny them justice. A constant
economic demand is for larger pay-
ments for the unemployed and these
are co-ordinated right across the
country.

The large assemblies that make
daily decisions, especially concern-
ing the next picket site, are constant-
ly aware of police threats, threaten-
ing phone calls, provocateurs in dis-
guise, false arrests and gun threats to
intimidate. Homage to the memory of
the 30,000 ‘disappeared’ under the
dictatorship is common at the large
assemblies. They prepare to face a
time when the state pittance may be
withdrawn. Conscious of the threat
of manipulation, they reject plans
from above, insisting that all spend-
ing be in the interest of everyone in
each community. But any movement
to create a new political party has
now missed the curtailed election
campaign. In February the govern-
ment reopened a case brought last
June charging the piqueteros with
threatening national security in a fur-
ther move to drive away paotential
support.

Factory occupations
reversed

On 18 December 2001, the workers of
Brukman’s textile factory took it over
after the owners abandoned it. From
1995 Brukman had difficulties even
with nine-hour days, overtime usual-
ly of two more hours and work taken
home on top. Piece wages were cut.
On 18 December the workers
demanded an end to this constantly
increasing exploitation and the
directors fled. ‘We say that it wasn’t
us that took the factory, but the facto-
ry that took us,’ said Celia, a worker
there for nine years. On 20 December
2002, supported by the National
Pickets Movement and the Anibal
Veron Coordination, they attempted
to meet at the Ministry of Labour to
demand nationalisation under work-
ers’ control. They were tear gassed.
Two months later the police attacked
the women and their children in an
attempt to dislodge them. As the
presidential elections loomed, on 17
April 300 infantry took over the fac-
tory for the third time in 16 months,
and three days later attacked a count-
er-demonstration of 3,000 workers,
wounding 30 and arresting 100 work-
ers. The workers continue to fight for

the return of their factory.
Workers have occupied many
other factories, such as Zanon

Ceramics where the workers have
been threatened for weeks with
imminent eviction. In April 2002, at
Carapachay (the bankrupt Medved
Panifacacion 5 Bakery) the police
attacked workers within two hours of
their occupying the closed factory.
With neighbourhood assemblies and
left groups outside, and workers bar-
ricaded inside, the police were
repulsed for 45 days. The left parties
and part of the local assemblies want-
ed the local authority to pay wages
and provide raw material — a local
‘nationalisation’, a demand seen as
naive by the occupying workers
when the state could not even pro-
vide medicines for the hospitals. The
workers formed a co-operative, El
Aguante, formalised by a legal order
from the provincial chamber of
deputies, forcing the local authority
to provide a start-up subsidy.

This sort of solution cannot be a
general one. Subsidising the occa-
sional small business after expelling
the local capitalist, when the whole
oconomy is strangled, will not solve
the problems of the urban proletariat
or the suburban slum dwellers, In
these actions however, the lessons
are being learned that must see
lha. development of a national
political party that can fully express

and defend the de d
workers. e u:
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life mean life

On 7 May Home Selcretal’y Da\”d BlUﬂkeﬁ announceq lowest tariff for murder will now be
plans to St lengthy fixed minimum periods for prisoners ‘
convicted of murder. He has been seething with anger
ever since the House of Lords ruled Jast November that
the then procedure was incompatible with human rights
legislation, and this is his revenge. Having lost the power

to overrule individual

NICKI JAMESON reports.

urder convictions result in
the imposition of a man-
datory life sentence, and
in the past, once this had
been passed, the trial judge made a
recommendation for the ‘tariff, the
minimum period to be served before
release could be considered. This
was then scrutinised by the Lord
Chief Justice, who might make a dif-
ferent recommendation. The final
say lay with the Home Secretary,
meaning the ultimate decision was a
political one. Following a lengthy
legal challenge by life sentence pris-
oner Anthony Anderson, the Lords
ruled that this procedure was incom-
patible with the European Conven-
tionon Human Rights.
Under Blunkett’s proposed amend-

-_ment to the Criminal Justice Bill, the

David Blunkett, Home Secretary S

15 years. This means it will no longer
be possible, in cases such as those
where victims of domestic violence
are convicled of the murder of their
violent partners, for very low tarilfs
to be given in order to reflect the spe-
cific circumstances.

The minimum period then rises
lo 30 years for those convicted of

_ judicial decisions, Blunkett has """
decided instead to exert wholesale demagogic control. -

pfpo]ice or prison officers,

involving firearms or explosives,

* forgain (ie in the course of a burgla-

Iy or robbery, or contract killing),

‘intended to defeat ends of justice’,

such as killing a witness,

* on grounds of race, religion or sex-
ual orientation,

* single counts of sadistic or sexual
murder of an adult,

° multiple ‘ordinary’ murders of a

type that would otherwise have a

starting point of 15 years.

And to 50 years (in effect a ‘whole
life’ tariff) for those convicted of:

* two or more murders that show a
‘high degree of premeditation,
involve abduction of the victim or
are sexual or sadistic’,

¢ murder of a child following abduc-

tion, or involving sexual or sadis-

tic conduct,

a second count of murder,

terrorist murder, that is to say,

killing with a political motive.

‘Eampaigning against
prison slavery

The Wilkinson’s Day of Action mind-numbing work trimming rub-
was held on 5 April, with pickets of ber mouldings.

n pimping prisoners’ labour to
greedy companies, the Home Of-
fice relies on assuring, not only
cheapness and reliability, but also
anonymity. Few of the companies ex-
ploiting forced prison labour would
be comfortable with their employees
and customers knowing about it. A
Primary aim of the Campaign Ag-
anst Prison Slavery is therefore to
secure reliable, up-to-date informa-
Hon on these companies — which
companies are contracting the work,
what its nature is, and how much (or
l‘al_her how little) prisoners are being
Paid —and to target and expose them.
The very fact that the secrecy can be
broken and prison slavery be put on
the agenda will in jtself have an
effect on the Home Office’s ability to
sell prisoners’ labour,
We are already finding that this is
8 highly controversial issue with the
Public, and we have had a great deal
of support. These are capitalist com-
Panies who care about the illusion of
Selt-image, they don’t want to be
ed to slavery, they don’t want
Customers boycotting them, and they
Serainly don't want people picket-
ing their stores.
Al the first Campaign Against

% Pﬂsﬂq Slavery conference on 1 Feb-
a2y it was decided to hold a Day of
Action t highlight the use of prison

ery by the large high-street chain
Vilking Son’s, who despite g to
y themselve ~a co

the Nottingham, Worthing, Leeds,
Birmingham, and Luton stores. We
distributed thousands of leaflets, put
up posters, held up banners and plac-
ards exposing Wilkinson’s and gener-
ally made our presence felt. All the
actions were extremely successful in
terms of public interest and support,
and Wilkinson’s management were

clearly very upset by them.
Encouraged by the support, more
Wilkinson’s pickets were quickly
organised — on May Day in Leeds,
Birmingham, Stratford and Bie_:ck-
wood (Gwent) on 3 May in Worthing,
and on 10 May at Headingley. More
are planned: for example, on Sat-
urday 24 June there will be a nahor'xal
icket of Wilkinson's in Leeds city
centre, which we’d like as many peo-
ple as possible to attend. The Bir-
mingham group plans to pickel
Winson Green prison o highlight the
issue, and the Leeds group hopes to

icket Armley.
Pm%l(iere areyWilkiuson's stores all
over the country, so it is easy gnough
for activists to organise their ow?
actions. Just a few people with Ie&il -
] d placards helps to highlight
this company 18
: sure.

i dglng. Lot’s

paper party hats at Full Sutton was
the Bishop Auckland firm, Thomp-
sons Xmas Company, but prisoners
there are currently working for Ard
Electronics (tel: 01282 683000). In-
dustrial Rubber plc (Fielder Drive,
Fareham, Hants; tel: 01329 287955) is
exploiting prisoners at several pris-
ons, using them to do particularly

A relatively recent development
in the prison slavery market is the
use of prisoners to operate comput-
ers. In Rye Hill, for example, internet
company Summit Media pays pris-
oners £9 per week, but charges its
customers over £50,000 for two to
three weeks’ work. On its website
Summit Media stresses its reliability,
but this sits incongruously with its
use of slave labour. Readers may
recall the fuss a couple of years ago
when data from the 1901 census was
posted on the internet; people were
keen to find out what their ancestors
were up to and the site was proving
hugely popular. However it was
quickly closed down when it was dis-
covered thal the data it contained
was worthless —hardly surprising con-
sidering prisoners had been forced to
input it

There’s a lasson to be learned from
this: prison labour is only oxploitablo
because il is judged reliable by greedy
companies. By joining togother in tho
Campaign Against Prison Slavery,
activists on both sides of the bars can
hopefully change things and reject
prison slavery and the Prison Indus-
trial Complex.

If you have information on compa-
nies using prison labour and/or would

ke Lo get involved in the campaign,
( et in touch.
- Mark Barnsley

Although public outrage at premedi
tated, sexual or sadistic murder is
totally comprehensible, the selting of
the minimum sentence so high is dra-
conian. Tariffs are minimum terms,
not maximum ones. After they have
expired, lifers can only be released if
the Parole Board agrees they do not
pose a risk of committing further vio-
lence, and very lew are actually re-
leased al the point at which their tar-
iff expires. Most are detained longer,
some far longer, on this basis of per-
ceived risk.

The final say on release was until
recently also the prerogative of the
Home Secretary, but in May 2002
the European Court ruled it was a
breach of human rights for a politician
to decide a prisoner’s release date.

Blunkett is an unashamed pop-
ulist. Before the Anderson case had
even concluded, he announced that
it was his view that ‘life means life’
and that if the judgement went
against him, he would simply change
the law, His public stance of taking

on the old-order judges and lords is

playing to the crowd of the worst
type, setting himsell up as the ‘com-
mon man’ against the hewigged old
fuddy-duddies who are out of touch
with reality. And, of course, such a
characterising of the judiciary is

completely reasonable — for years the
working class has suffered in court at
the hands of ancient, unaccountable,
unknowledgeable buffoons with the
power to sentence them to long peri-
ods in prison. But the Blunkett solu-
tion is not to implement democratic
reform of the legal system or increase
trial by jury. He has no problem with
judges when they are handing out
long sentences; he only worries about
them when they tell him it is unlaw-
ful for the government to starve asy-
Jum seekers or retain personal control
over the release of prisoners. His
response is not that of the reformer —
it is that of the thug, the demagogue,
the politician who accrues all power
to his person and office and leaves
none to any other institution outside
his absolute control. .
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Since the end of April, there have
been daily demonstrations outside
Canterbury prison, calling for the
release of Kong Kok Mun (known as
Jacky), who would have been released
by now, had he not fallen foul of a
ruling that the time he spent in
prison awaiting trial does not count
against his sentence because he was
being held as an immigration detain-
ee, and was technically ‘on bail’ for
the minor criminal charge he faced.
The demonstrations were organ-
ised by Jacky's partner, Colin Avis,
after he had unsuccessfully explored

Free Kong Kok Mun!

KONG

GISIN

every conceivable angle from which
to judicially challenge the decision.
The public and local press have
been very sympathetic, with many
people genuinely shocked that the
three months Jacky spent in Brixton
prison simply do not count in the
way remand time normally does. But
some members of Canterbury prison
staff have been less impressed and on
30 April Colin was assaulted outside
the prison. - |

For further information contact
colin.avis@virgin.net

Double iemnity

Since the European Court of Human Rights
ruled last summer in the case of Ezeh and
Connors that it was unlawful for prison gov-
ernors to add extra days onto prisoners' sen-
tences as a disciplinary punishment, there
has been a sharp increase in the use of cel-
|ular confinement as an alternative.

The number of days' cellular confine-
ment that can be given has been increased
from 14 to 21. In addition, a range of other
new punishments has been made available
to prison governors. There is a new punish-
ment of being removed from your wing or
unit for up to 28 days, and the maximum
stoppage of earnings has increased from 42
to B4 days for a single offence.

The Prison Service could not be seen to
be weakened by the European Court ruling
and it came as no surprise that as soon as
governors stopped being allowed to add
extra time onto a prisoner's sentence for
atrocities such as refusing a direct order or
having an extra sachet of butter, additions
were made to the existing bag of tricks at
their disposal.

- However, with the Introduction of inde-

pendent adjudicators to try disciplinary of-
U2 ok FIGHT RACISMI FIGHT IMPERIALISMI JUNE /JULY 2003 © 13

fences previously dealt with by governors,
the Prison Service has far from lost its most
effective weapon, as adjudicators can give
all the same range of newly strengthened
punishments that governors can, in addition
to being able to give punishments of up to 42
extra days imprisonment
Cellular confinement has, for many years,

left a sour taste in the mouths of prisoners,
who see it as a way of the system extracting a
pound of flesh when the evidence to support
the charge is very weak. Although the finding
of guilt may be overlumed on appeal and
struck from the prisoner’s record, the punish-.
ment will already have been served. Under the '
new system, governors decide whether an
offence is likely to merit a punishment of
added days and should therefora be referred
to an independent adjudicator. With an
increased number of days' cellular confine-
ment, and a new non-retractable punish-
ment of ‘removal from the wing', many pris-
oners will be wondering whether, in cases
where the evidence is weak, governors will
avold referring them to the adjudicators and -
will deal with them themselves instead.

John Shelley, HMP Whitemoor
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he last two months have
seen the consequences
of the complete failure of
the anti-war movement
to break with Labour. Socialist
Worker has made George Gall-
oway’s right to remain in the
racist imperialist Labour Party
its principal campaigning
theme. There has been com-
plete dishonesty in account-
ing for the collapse in support
for the anti-war movement;
defeats have been shamelessly
branded as victories — for
instance the Socialist Alliance
election fiasco on 1 May. The
1 May demonstration and sur-
rounding direct action events
in London were a damp squib.
50,000 demonstrated in Lon-
don last September in support
of Palestine — the pro-Pales-
tine rally in Trafalgar Square
on 17 May this year mobilised
less than a tenth of that num-
ber. The strategy of the social
democratic left, its pandering
to pro-imperialist politicians,
its capitulation to the Labour
Party, have proved a disaster.
There is no alternative but to
build an anti-imperialist
movement which is anti-
Labour. This is what FRFI is
committed to doing through its
work against the illegal occu-
pation of Irag and in support of
the Palestinian Intifada.

n April members and sup-

porters of the Revolution-

ary Communist Group and

Rock around the Blockade
spent two weeks on a solidari-
ty brigade in Cuba. After two
days in Havana the brigade
travelled across Cuba to the
easternmost  province  of
Guantanamo before returning
to the capital.

We visited primary schools,
the international schools of
medicine and sports, the
school for social workers, a
Pioneers’ Palace, clinics, an
orphanage, a nursery, an old
peoples’ home, a chocolate
factory that was first opened
by Che Guevara and organisa-

tions for arts and music. On

the streets and in local organi-
sations we talked to students,

young people, children, jour-

nalists, religious believers and

workers; we held discussions

with members of local Com

FIGHT RACISA!

the racist, imperialist Labour Party.
Over the last two months,
FRFI has continued to picket
Marks and Spencer stores up
and down the country. Within
London the target has been the
Marble Arch flagship store,
with pickets taking place every
other Saturday. The London
FRFI/Victory to the Intifada
(VTI) group has also held fort-
nightly forums to educate peo-
ple about the illegal occupa-
tion of West Bank and Gaza,
and the murderous Zionist
regime. Marks and Spencer is

Rock around the Blockade roun

The RCG in Hyde Park at the 12 April anti-war demonstration, calling for a break with

an openly pro-Zionist compa-
ny, and we say it must be the
focus of any campaign to boy-
cott Israeli goods. At the 17
May pro-Palestine rally, FRFI/
VTI supporters handed out
thousands of M&S leaflets and
urged people to disregard the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign
leaders who openly oppose a
boycott of Marks and Spencer.
These leaders wish to talk
about boycotts, but don’t want
to do anything effective.
Presumably they find it too

mittees for the Defence of the

fund-raising in Britain to be

ensure the Guantanamo UJC

could pay for repairs and
spare parts and keep the van
on the ; also

Battle of Ideas brigade in Revolution Square, Havana.

full of enthusiasm about Cuba’s
remarkable social programmes

had recently returned from
Baghdad, where he and other
members of the Cuban diplo-
matic mission had remained
during the bombing.

~ The brigade has come back

ith a deeper understand-
the imminent threat

s from the US and

LONDON

FRFIVictory to the Intifada Group
piscussion meetings on Palestine,
imperialism and the Middle East:
Next meetings: Wednesday 28 May,

For further details, look at
www.dunac,uk/durham‘soclalforuml
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on the picket of M&S in
Market Street. We have re-
ported several times on the ob-
sessive behaviour of Licenc-
ing Officers, particularly that
of one Andrew Butcher. For
some months it has been
quiet, but in mid-May he
issued a total of eight sum-
monses against regular pick-
eters; these relate to a picket
last December. Seven of the
summonses have been served
on one person. Of these, no

Holborn.

Next pickets of Marks and Spenicer at
Marble Arch, end of Oxford Street:
Saturday 7 June, 21 June, 5 July and
19 July. 12-2pm

FREI meeting with investigative jour-
nalist Greg Palast at LSE on
Wednesday 18 June: ring 020 7837
1688 to confirm time and venue.

Join the FRFI stall at the Respect
Festival on Saturday 19 July, The
Dome; North Greenwich, London SET0.

Victory to the Intifada! Picket of
Marks and Spencer, Market Street,
Manchester City Centre, 12-3pm
every Saturday.

For more info contact,
Victory_Intifada@hotmail.com

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!
anti-imperialist forum,

Sunday 22 June

2-5pm, Percival Suite,

Cross Street Chapel, Cross Street,
Manchester City Centre:

Cuba in the vanguard of the struggle
against imperialism: reportback from

than six relate to placards  Forinformation phone 07815617746 :
}fgi‘;cha}?icketers hangpon rail-  0r02078371668. the recent brigade to Cuba.
ings in front of the store —one  pupHAM L
for each placard! The council - gagpeagors Group:How doracism  manchesterfrfi@revolutionary
claims .Lhat this amounts to and Imperialism affect ma? communist.com
fly-posting even though the 7 305m yonday16 June, Durham  or phone 07816547 06.
placards are taken down at the yjqversity, Eivet Riverside Building,
end of each picket. The other  Room 155, New Elvet, Durham. Contact ~ GLASGOW

summonses relate to the cam-
paign stall. Even though there
has been agreement for some
time on where picketers can
place the stall so that it does
not cause an obstruction,
Butcher still wants his pound
of flesh. Picketers are launch-
ing a campaign to defend the
right to protest in the city cen-
tre; the first court hearing is on
11 June. Please support us.

Brigadistas’ comments

Ata nursery we saw all the children enjoying a
birthday party for everyone who had had a
birthday that month — a collective birthday party
—a first step for children to learn solidarity.

Emre

In Cuba we saw a sociely that is not based on
the capitalist concept of value, but one where
peaple are valued for their abliities and the

contributions they make to a better society for

everyone.
Pam

‘My arms are blg enough to embrace all the
children in this home but my heart embraces ail
the children of the world. Mariolo, father of the
Guantanamo orphanage — ex-freedom fighter in
Africa; ex-metal worker —a glant of a man in

every respect,
Jim

It was overwhelming fo visit a soclely that values
people and cherishes children. The confidence
and wellbeing of children and the consciousness

of the people were astonishing.
Fiona

Seslng soclallsm In practice was an inspiration,
something precilous for the future of humanity; It
must be defended more than ever in these times

of threat,
Ed

 Spending even a short time In a soclallst country
 that has lits Inferests firmly rooted In the people

“has had a profound Impression on my dedication
revolutionary movement in Britain.

07813 073846.

Come along to the first Northeast
Saclal Forum in Durham City, 20-23
June 2003. The event will revolve
around six conferences based on the
tenets of the DUSF; universal free edu-
cation, sustalnability and the environ-
ment, anti-oppression, anti-discrimi-
nation, people over profit, and interna-
tional co-operation.

FRFI readers group meetings: every
other Thursday, 7.30pm. Next dates: 26
June, 10 July, 24 July, 7 August

All at Woodside Halls,

Woodlands Road near St George Cross
underground

For more details on Scotiand FRFI

activities and weekly stalls and events
¢all 07779785 529

www;fatb.org.uk

nezuelan Revolution

deo on he attempted coup

@ 020 7837 1688 or 07815

0 07816 547 06

s of ofer Cuba events around London

ival Sul
] 6

n Venezuela

617746 or e-mail office@ratb.org.uk

i Cubaop the frontline: reportback from the Battie of Ideas brigade
Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester

of this and other Cuba events in the Midlands phone 07949 256

ail regmidiands@hotmail.com

Ite), Cross Street, Manchester City Centre

report back at the

) reportback In Newcastle

uents phone 07813 073 846

529 or e-malil frﬂscutland@yah 00.co.uk

in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dundee
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Caml Brickley’s lead article in
FRFI (April/May 2003) on the

conlext of the present invasion of

Iragis brilliant — concise yet

easily readable by a wide range of
people. Ihave photocopied it and

distributed it to a number of
’rldplpscents with whom [ am
privileged to work. A copy has

alsobeen

placed in the

Mathematics staffroom of our
local comprehensive school.

Thank you FRFI and thank you,

Carol Bri

ckley.

PBUFESSURTHEO MACDONALD
ehampton
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Gan printing dollars stave off
US economic crisis?

Thanks to David Yaffe for his
excellent article in FRFI 171. As
he points out, the USA needs a
constant influx of foreign capital
to maintain the overinflated and
privileged lifestyles of the US
American masses.

Such an influx should be
impossible, considering that,
since 1970, the US produces less
and less basic substantial goods
and the weakness of the US dollar
with respect to the euro. ‘Should’
be that way, if free trade governed,
but not if the neighbourhood'’s
only armed bully has anything to
do with it.

Absent from the article, 1
suggest, is the fact that the US
dollaris today's ‘preferred
currency of international
exchange’. So the US needs no
foreign capital influx, but only to
set the presses rolling.

A ream of top quality paper and
the best printing may cost the US
government $20, at most. Whereas
transformed into $20 bills it's some
$14,000. More still if made into
$50, $100, or $1,000 bills. Since
after Nixon the US dollar needs no
gold or silver or any backing other
than lead — military force.

An article in The People May-
June 2003 (www.slp.org) and a
similar article by Vic Ratima,
Northstar Compass last issue
(www.northstarcompass.org),

shows what happened to ‘evil
Saddam’, not for gassing Kurds or
gunning down potenlial rivals,
but for daring to replace dollars
with euros as the preferred
exchange currency; and the
implication that other OPEC
nations (eg Venezuela or Mexico)
might do the same - simply
because the euro is backed by real
wealth, unlike the dollar.

If even one third of nations
made the conversion lo euros, the
US economy would collapse
instantly.

Yes, you can expect Minuteman
IIs (each with a 300 kiloton
nuclear warhead) to fly before that
is allowed.

Another pipedream is President
Chirac's pretension, endorsed by
Tony Blair, that ‘post-war Iraq’ be
turned over to the UN for
administering. No way, José! It
shall be 100% the sacred duty of
gigantic US conglomerates like
Bechtel, Halliburton (Brown &
Root), Fluor, Schlumberger and
the like, who will ‘reconstruct
Iraq’, in exchange for oil, pay its
labour force with false currency
(dollars) and retain the last speck
of profit therefrom.

And who will oppose them!?

ANA LUCIA GELABERT
#384484, 1401 State School Rd,
Gatesville, Texas 76599, USA

David Yaffe replies:

Thanks for your most interesting letter.
With much of It | am in agreement. On
the question of money, however, | have to
take Issue with your analysls.

Money Is not amere token or symbol, It
cannot be expanded at will because it
has to act as a store of value. Its strength
depends on the relative strength of the
economy whose currency itis. This
applies to the dollar as any other
currencies, as was demonstrated in the
19705 with the devaluation of the dollar
against gold.

Paper money — cash — Is mainly used
by consumers in everyday transactions
but not on a significant scale by
businesses. Cheques, or credit/debit
cards — orders to the bank to adjust their
clients’ accounts — have replaced money
even for the mass of retail transactions.
Most business and many retail
transactions take place as a result of
credit—mutual promises to pay a given
amount at a given time. The vast majority
of credits are cleared against each other
over a set period, through the bank,
without the use of paper money. So
rolling the printing presses does not
provide the main means of expanding
exchange. The only real money
manufacturers are the banks, which take
the risk of expanding credit over the
amount of their deposits. The
government through the Federal Reserve
or central bank may or may not
encourage this process. The current low
interest rate policy of the Federal

I rcglrfl@easynet.co.uk

Reserve Is a desperate attempt to
encourage more economic activity
through borrowing In the US because of
the Impact falling profitabllity is having
on the US economy.

As a result corporate, household and
more recently public debt have
dramatically grown and overall debtin
the US economy has reached
unprecedented levels. Foreign investors
hold a substantial part of US corporate
and public debt In dollars because of its
previous strength and security. However
as credit growth outruns profitable
apportunities in the US economy and the
dollar falls in value, the holders of dollar
debts will want to sell them. The dollar
will depreciate further. So there are
limits to the growth of credit and hence
‘printing money’.

As you correctly say, if significant
foraign holders of dollars exchange them
for euros, the US economy would
dramatically deteriorate and the
standard of living of US people would
rapidly fall.

I think you underestimate the
economic strength of imperialist Europe
and, therefore the importance of the
euro’s rise against the dollar —since the
start of 2002 the dollar has fallen close
to 24% against the euro. This is why the
US has been forced to assert itself
militarily against ‘old Europe’ through
the brutal assault on Iraq. However,
military power in the final analysis has to
be backed by a strong economy. The US
economy faces a severe economic crisis.
The other European powers are not
simply going to prostrate themselves
before the now not-so-almighty
dollar or before the military ambitions of
the Bush administration.

We face turbulent times.

Imperialists
out of
Ireland

and Iraq!

In April, a series of anti-war

PSC scabs on Marks
& Spencer boycott

Ou 16 April, we wenttoa
public meeting on Iraq, which
featured two speakers, one
‘human shield’ returned from Iraq
and a woman called Linda from
the PSC.

During her speech, Linda from
the PSC advocated the boycott
Israeli goods campaign. Maybe
she was seeking to stress a point
about produce and goods as
opposed to the targeting of
businesses, but she referred
specifically to Marks & Spencer.
She said: ‘You can go into Marks &
Spencer, if you like. The pointis
to avoid buying the Israeli goods.’
She then said that although Marks
& Spencer give a lot of money to
Israel, so did many other
companies and some much more

than M&S.

Ithought her comments a little
odd, because M&S was the only
business she mentioned by name.
I wondered why she needed to
mention M&S, or indeed any
company at all, given that this
was irrelevant to the point she
was making. Of course, she’s free
to disagree with the M&S boycott
as a strategy, or to favour an
alternative, but given that there is
anationwide M&S boycott and a
highly successful weekly picket
in Manchester, specifically, T
think she’s pushing it by
‘encouraging’ people to shop in
Marks & Spencer.

BARBARA and KIM
Liverpool

No to war in Aceh

Tho Indonesian government has
rejected a peaceful resolution to
the 27-year conflict and instead
declared martial law, launching a
full-scale military operation
against the people of Aceh.

The last time the Indonesian
government declared martial law
was in 1999, when its military
and military-backed militia
waged a campaign of terror in East
Timor after the local population
voted overwhelmingly for
independence.

Today, the people of Aceh are
calling for peace and their own
democratic right to a peaceful
process of self-determination,
through a UN-facilitated
referendum.

Contrary to reports in the
mainstream media, calls for self-
determination are not being led by
armed separatists calling for an
Islamic state but rather by a broad-
based, non-violent civil society

movement that includes farmers,

fishermen, women'’s
organisations, student groups,
religious leaders and
businessmen.

The people of Aceh are not
harking back to a traditional past,
but to a future of peace and
prosperity through democracy
and social justice. This future will
not come as long as the
Indonesian military continues to
act with impunity against the
people of Aceh, Papua, Maluku
and its own citizens throughout
the archipelago.

It will not come as long as
governments around the world
(including the US, Britain and
Australia) continue to give
military aid to Indonesia.

PIP HINMAN
Action in Solidarity with Asia and the
Pacific, Sydney, Australia

Stop the arms trade! Shut DSEi!

sjmonstmte against Europe’s largest arms fair

2September 2003, London Docklands

. more information contact Campaign Against Arms Tra
Mall dsei@caat.demon.co.uk  Web: www.caat.org.uk

de Tel: 020 7281 0297

Spanish political
prisoner writes...
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strating outside this travesty of
justice and turn the event into an
international tribunal against
imperialism, against capitalism
and against fascism.

JAIME SIMON QUINTELA

Centro Penttenclario, Sevillall, Spain
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US hands off Cuba

According to the 17 April New
York Times the Bush regime is
considering new measures to
tighten the US blockade of
socialist Cuba. ‘The harshest
sanctions involve restricting or -
eliminating the transfer of cash
payments, called remittances, to
friends and relatives on the
island...’ Bush is also enforcing
limits on US citizens who travel
to Cuba by ending direct charter
ts between the countries.

The pretext for the latest us
aggression is the gaoling of 65
opponents of the Cuban ;
Revolution in early April and the
execution of three men who :
hijacked a ferry. The US House of
Representalives adopteda.
bipartisan resolution,
unanimously condemning the
measures the Cuban Revolution
has taken to defend itself.

What the media downplaysor
avoids mention:

the US government assistance to

ing altogetheris

" these ‘dissidents’; 32 of them met

with US diplomatic personnel at
the US Interests Section in
Havana, A number of the
defendants distributed a
magazine called Revista de Cuba,
printed at facilities of the US

_Interests Section. Some of them

were funded by the ‘American
Centre for International Labour
Solidarity’, a gratesquely

‘misnamed outfit fanded by the

US government whose aim is to
persuade foreign investors not to
invest in Cuba, and much, much

. maore. .

Cuba’s real crime, as ever, is to

. stand as an example of social

progress: health, education and
land reform programmes that the
rest of the Latin America can
scarcely dream of under the boot
of the IMF and the World Bank.

‘These are only possible in the .

‘Third World by breaking with
imperialist dqminallunvﬁnd ‘

-taking the road to socialism. . -

Meanwhile the US holds large
numbers of Afghan prisoners of
war at the illegally occupied
Guantanamo naval base in Cuba,
with many more Arab and
Muslim prisoners without any
contact with lawyers in the US.
And of course, the Miami Five,
imprisoned for seeking to uncover
Cuban exile terrorist plots backed
by Washington.

Now more than ever it is
necessary to step up solidarity
with the embattled people of
Cuba, to whom the imperialists
would love to do what they have
just done to Iraq. But the Yankees
should take note: an armed,
organised, mobilised people can
stand up to anything the Empire
can throw at them.

Solidarity with the Cuban
Revolution! US Hands off Cubal

MIKE WEBBER

demonstrations took place in
Ireland. On 7 April, around
3,000 protesters from throughout
Ireland and beyond, including
political parties and groups

from across the political
spectrum, converged on
Hillsborough to protest against
the war summit.

Along the route, the northern
leadership of the Irish Trade
Union Congress led by Peter
Bunting deliberately attempted to
install a platform to prevent the
march from continuing to
Hillsborough. Several hundred
marched on, only to be met with
a solid line of police in riot gear
and jeeps who were determined
to defend the imperialists.
Chants were shouted such as
‘Police defend the terrorists!” and
others about the suffering of the
Iragi people. Then the activists
pulled back and instead blocked
the M2 motorway for about two
hours. Meanwhile, Bernadette
McAliskey and Eamonn McCann
made passionate speeches to
the crowd. Speakers from Sinn
Fein and the SDLP and Peter
Bunting were understandably
booed off the platform. Most
people felt absolute anger
towards the political parties,
particularly towards Sinn Fein

who were supposedly anti-
imperialist but yet were wining
and dining with their imperialist
masters.

The following day, Irish people
again demonstrated their utter
contempt for this war of
aggression by engaging in a sit-
down protest, bringing the whole

city centre to a virtual standstill.
The trade union leaders typically
highlighted their compliant
pature by calling for participants
to desist as it would further strain
their cosy relationship with the
repressive RUC/PSNI. They even
went as far as to publicly disown
those dedicated activists who
were determined to make their
voices heard.

The colonial police force
immediately moved in to forcibly
remove us, lashing into protesters
as young as 14 —and even a blind
man. Despite their efforts to block
cameras from filming their fascist
actions, later that night TV
pictures clearly exposed police
brutality. The injured included a
16-year-old boy with a suspected
broken arm. After facing an hour
of determined resistance to
oppression the police eventually
withdrew, to the cheers of the
crowd. Bernadette McAliskey
said: ‘Victory to the people!’ The
14 protesters arrested were kept in
a police van for several hours and
denied access to a phone; nor
were they told why they had
been arrested. After about five
hours some were charged and
others released. It is clear from
this episode that whatever the
name or badge any Six County
police force goes under,
it is naturally going to be
used as an oppressive tool
of the British state against those
who have a conflicting political
view.
We have shown that we in
Ireland were prepared to make
our voices heard and stand in
solidarity with the Iraqi people
against illegal Anglo-American
occupation of their land.,
Imperialists out of Ireland and
Iraq!

SEAN MATTHEWS

Aylesbury

Belfast, Ireland
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n 19 May 2003 the front-
page of rabid right-wing
tabloid The Sun screamed
‘Asylum exposed - Sun
man posing as refugee is
smuggled into Britain...and gets free
home, food and travel’. Disturbing as
the widespread take-up of The Sun’s
view is, the front-page headline of
‘liberal’ broadsheet The Observer a
day earlier was far more frightening:
‘Immigrants “behind crime wave” —
police’.
Chris Fox, the president of the
Association of Chief Police Officers,
(ACPO) told The Observer’s grovel-
lingly uncritical political editor
Kamal Ahmed how ‘mass migration
has brought with it a whole new
range and a whole new type of
crime...Every time you get a new
group you get more tension. The
Eastern European, Afghanistan, Mid-
dle Eastern movement has had the
most effect —it is such large numbers
of people...this is a very small
island...we have to be very careful
how we let the mix develop.” Xeno-
phobja is mow completely main-
stream, and comparisons with the
anti-Semitic propaganda of Nazi
Germany have ceased to be exagger-
ated or ultra-left.

The latest wave of hysteria fol-
lowed local election victories for the
British National Party (BNP) and the
publication of a Home Affairs Select
Committee report into ‘Asylum Re-
movals’. The announcement by
David Blunkett on 22 May that the

number of new asylum claims in the
first quarter of this year was 32%
down on the last quarter of 2002 has
done nothing to change this. Instead
it has whipped up a storm of its own,
with the Tories loudly claiming
Labour has fiddled the figures, artifi-
cially inflating the earlier numbers
and not counting immigrants issued
with work permits in the asylum sta-
tistics. All this is of course true, and
some of it ridiculously obvious; how-
ever, it is also the case that the num-
ber of applicants has fallen because,
as the government boasts, applica-
tion is harder, access to welfare bene-
fits has been further reduced and a
so-called ‘white list’ is in operation,
whereby applications from some
countries are automatically rejected.
The Select Committee report on
‘Removals’ (forcible deportations
focussed on Home Office and Immi-
gration and Nationality Directorate
(IND) inefficiency. There is absolutely
no doubt that the IND is indeed com-
pletely incompetent, with the vic-
tims, rather than the victors, of this
incompetence, being people claim-
ing asylum. But in the absence of the
Home Office providing any remotely

Killer cops

JIMWILLS

The High Court has overturned the evidence from witnesses and allowing

* Chan, ruling that he pr
el
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Racist government
spawns racist press
and fascist councillors

There is now a sinister consensus between all political parties and

virtually every section of the media, that asylum-seekers and immigrants
are to blame — for everything. Immigrants have always been used as a
convenient scapegoat by the British ruling class, in order to deflect
criticisms by the poor and working class about lack of homes, jobs and
facilities. But now they are also being held responsible for crime, terrorism,
disease, and, with no hint of irony, for the rise in popularity of fascist and

racist parties and ideas. NIGKI JAMESON reports.

reliable statistical information about
deportations, the Committee chose to
rely instead on testimony from the
highly ! dubious ‘independent think-
tank’ Migration Watch UK.

Migration Watch UK contends
that, in addition to the numbers of
those claiming asylum, 25,000 peo-
ple enter Britain illegally per year
without ever being detected, and that
35,000 visitors on student or other
temporary visas overstay but do not
claim asylum. They also claim that
90% of those who seek asylum in
Britain succeed in remaining here,
mostly illegally. They arrive at this
figure by deducting the numbers of
known removals from the numbers
refused asylum, then adding back on
to this sub-total all those granted asy-
lum or exceptional leave to remain.
They then add on an arbitrary num-
ber of dependants in order to arrive at
this ‘statistic’.

It may be true that a significant
number of people who are refused
asylum manage to stay in Britain
after their claims are rejected, But
they should not in any way be con-
fused, as is deliberately done by The
Sun, MigrationWatch UK and the
government, with those who receive
state support while their claims are
being processed. These failed refu-
gees will not be receiving housing
benefit or the pittance of food sup-
port given to dispersed would-be asy-
lum seekers, they will be living
entirely illegally, forced to work in
the worst conditions for the least pay,
constantly looking over their shoul-
ders, for fear of identification, deten-
tion and deportation.

jury 1o consider a verdict of unlawful
killing and the failure to investigate
eﬁecﬁvi;ly whether a crime of murder
or manslaughter had been committed.
He also criticised Chan for disallowing

BEHIND THE MATRIX..
NIGEL SLATER...LUC
BABY...MARIELLAFH

Immigrants
‘behind crime

MigrationWatch UK is headed by
Sir Andrew Green, a former Foreign
Officer adviser on the Middle East.
Its board includes a Christian funda-
mentalist, a supporter of the ‘Opti-
mum Population Trust UK’, which
campaigns for recognition that the
UK’s sustainable population level is
30 million, and a professor of hepa-
tology whose ‘chief concern is the
increasing frequency of Hepatitis B,
HIV and other infections due to fail-
ure to test immigrants from countries
with high infection rates’,

tazer stun-gun. From a range of up to
21 feet, this weapon fires two barbed
darts at the victim, Wires attached to
the darts carry an electric current of
50,000 volts (yes, fifty thousand), elec-
trocuting the victim for five seconds.
Despite police claims these weapons
are ‘less than lethal force’, they have
caused deaths

The Select Committee warns that
‘unsustainable’ and ‘unchecked’ im-
migration to ‘developed countries’
could ‘overwhelm the capacity of the
receiving country, leading inevitably
to social unrest, It also could, and
there are signs that this may already
be happening, lead to a growing
political backlash which will in turn
lead to the election of extremist par-
ties with extreme solutions.’

In FRFI 167 (June/July 2002) we
wrote of the parliamentary debate on
the Asylum and Immigration Bill:

battle sight. The effect will be more
‘strikes’ and more injuries.

The plastic bullet being introduced
has already been condemned by the
European Parliament, the United Nations
Human Rights Committee and Amnesty
International. Labour MP Kevin McNa-
mara has tabled over 20 parliamentary
questions on the ‘lethality and injury
potential’ of these misslles. As on many
things, the talking shop of Parliament

- just won't talk, and he hasn't got any-
‘where, However, the Defence Scientific

d  Advisory Council (DSAC) has issued a

statement, and we endorse McNamara's

emark that ‘it makes chilling reading’.

‘All the parties agreed that the two
biggest threats to British social cohe-
sion were: 1) unwanted immigrants
and 2) fascists. And they agreed that
the best way to deal with the fascists
was to restrict, ghettoise and expel
the immigrants; thereby...reaffirm-
ing that racists don’t need to vote for
the unpalatable face of the far right
in order to express their views, as
they can vote for any of the main-
stream parties with precisely the
same result. This tactic did not pre-
vent the BNP from winning three
[local council] seats in Burnley. On
the contrary, it legitimised its racism
in the eyes of disaffected white vot-
ers. A vote for the BNP wasn't so
extreme after all.’

A year later, with a total of 16 BNP
councillors elected, and the extreme
right parties no longer even make it to
‘twin-evil’ status in this debate —
immigrants are now depicted as the
main enemy, with unpalatable fas-
cists reduced to an unwelcome and
dangerous side effect.

Immigrants do not make racism.
Nor, in reality, does the BNP, which
merely feeds off it. The thugs and
fascists of the BNP and other far-
right parties are the unofficial
expression of official policy. The
existence of a climate in whick vill-
fying and attacking immigrants is
completely acceptable and respec-
table is entirely down to the parlia-
mentary Labour Party, its wars, its
laws, its supporters and its spokes-
persons in the media. The British
government has just waged a one-
sided war against the people of Iraq,
and there are to be more wars, impe-
rialist wars for global domination by
the US and Britain.

And wars create refugees. It is no
coincidence that the three areas cited
by 'ACPO as creating mass immi-
gration into Britain are the sites of
the last three major imperialist on-
slaughts — the Middle East, Afghan-
istan and Eastern Europe.

Imperialism exports capitalism by
force and dominates oppressed peo-
ples; racism is the domestic expres-
sion of imperialism. Those targeted
by imperialism are the poor, the
oppressed, the dispossessed of the
world. They are under attack in their
countries of origin and under attack
when they flee and seek sanctuary
within the belly of the imperialist
beast. |

The DSAC confirms that; ‘The use of the
L21A1 is likely to increase the inci-
dence of some intra-abdominal injur-
ies'. It also admits that if this projectile
hits a human head ‘head on' it can
embed itself in the skull.

The nationalist community in Ireland
can testify just how deadly these ‘less
than lethal' weapons are. Scores have
been killed and hundreds crippled and
maimed. It is a Labour government
which has introduced these horrific
weapons, and ‘old’ Labour's record in
Ireland proves it won't hesitate to use
them, as capitalism goes deeper into
crisis. =




