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FIGHT RACISM!

Revolutionary Communist Group

Cowboy hats, fur coats, fireworks, nine dress balls and
sparkling wine celebrated the second inauguration of
President Bush. The 55th presidential inauguration
cost a record $40 million plus $17.3 million for security.
To the singing of ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ and
invocations to ‘God and freedom’, Death rode out from
the multitude. If anyone in Baghdad wanted to watch
the proceedings on TV they were frustrated by power
cuts. TREVOR RAYNE reports on the reality behind the
window dressing of imperialism in Irag.

The US and British governments pres-
ent the 30 January elections for a
national assembly as a step towards
democracy for Iraq. They are not dem-
ocratic nor do they transfer power
from the occupation armies to the
" Iraqi people. The elections, devised by

the occupation forces, are intended to

confer legitimacy on the occupation,
to consolidate an Iraqi cal
alhance willing to rwgotsate Wi

ties and from his president to posipone
the election for security reasons, He
refused because the US government
told him to. Three weeks before the
elections the commander of US
ground forces said that significant
parts of four of Irag’s 18 provinces
were not secure enough to hold a vote.

- The Independent’s Robert Fisk pomls

out that these four pro

of many polling stations were to be
kept secret until polling day. Inter-
national observers stationed them-
selves in Amman, capital of Jordan.

With the US troop presence
increased by 12,000 to 150,000 and
the British contingent raised to 9,000,
the elections took place in a battlefield
where Iraqi deaths run at approxi-
mately 100 a week, which the occupy-
ing power refuses to count, On 22
January the interim government
announced emergency powers, impos-
ing a night-time curfew over the clec-
tion period, bans on travel and use of
cars, closure of Baghdad International
airport and increased powers of arrest,
Polling stations were 1o be ringed by
conseculive circles of Iraqi police,
then Iraqi troops and, where decmed
necessary, an outer circle of occupa-
tion forces, No vote held under such
conditions reflects the will of the Iraqi
people.

The director of Irag’s new intelli-

:  gence services said, ‘I think the resist-

IheIUS mlhlary 1

es! :
00 0 people’. This resistance now
an erag f 70 attacks on

ther 600 were wounded in Fallujah,
this is a casualty rate of 10% of the US
troops sent into the city — a proportion
far higher than the US military has
experienced in combat in recent years,
On 7 December the US military
admitted to its 1,000th death in com-
bat. By 21 January this had risen to
1,070 dead. There are over 10,000
occupation troops in Baghdad. They
seldom venture out from their bases.
Over 1,000 Iraqi National Guard and
1,000 police have been killed. In
January the governor ol Baghdad and
the deputy head of the city’s police
were assassinated. The Iraqi forces,
constructed by the occupiers, are
hopelessly infiltrated, Whatever their
different politics the resistance groups
are backed by many Iragis and
whether the imperialists like it or not
one of the newly elected body’s chiel
responsibilities (if only to itself and its
survival) will be to negotiate with the
resistance. It is scheduled to write a
new constitution before 15 October
and hold elections for a new govern-
ment in December 2005.

Last year a Coalition Provisional

“Authority poll showed that 82% of
Iraqis wanted the occupation [orces

ut'elthcr immediately or after the
2005 elechon Most of the

IMPERIALIST WAR
Tragedy and farce p1/3
PALESTINE
Democracy under
occupationis a
contradiction in terms p2
TSUNAMI
Disaster compounds
imperialist devastation p6
GLOBAL WARMING
Profits before action p7
Capitalist car culture p7
LABOUR
Labour tramples on human
rights p8/9
CUBA VIVE
Cuba and Venezuela |
Agreement p10 E
Resolution 92 p10
LATIN AMERICA
Colombian ruling class under
US orders p11
REVIEW
Anti-Apartheid: a study in
opportunism p12
US CRISIS
State of the Empire: p16

+ news, prisoners fightback
round-up and letters

main parties say they want a timetable
for the occupation forces’ withdrawal.
The Sunni population will not vote;
two of its organisations, the Muslim
Scholars® Association and the Iraqi
Islamic Party, called for an electoral
boycott in December. The two leading
Kurdish parties, in an alliance for the
election, expect to gain 73-85 of the
275 seats. Their main concern is to
retain semi-autonomous powers and
get a share of the oil reserves near
Kirkuk and Mosul. The Kurdish par-
ties are the main supporters of the
occupation. Their militias are armed
and trained by Israel.

In a proportional representation
election based not on constituencies
but on total share of the vote, the bulk
of the seats will go to the Shi’ite Iraqi
List led by Prime Minister Allawi and
the United Iraqi Alliance endorsed by
Grand Ayatollah Sistani. Allawi's slo-
gan is ‘A strong leadership, a secure
country’. His law and order platform
combines with defence of Iraq’s bor-
ders against Syria and Iran and the
prosecution of the Saddam Hussein
regime officials, Allawi characterises
his main Shia opponents as serving
Syria and Iran. e unveiled his slate
of candidates to a small audience of

continued on page 3



alestinian elections:

emocracy under
occupation -
a contradiction in terms

The outcome of the Palestinian presidential
election on 10 January was never in much
doubt; the winner, Fatah’s Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) was the favoured candidate of
imperialism and the Zionists. The only
unknown was the turnout, how many of the
poor and oppressed would boycott the
election? Could Abbas, after the election,
declare with any credibility that he had

a real mandate from the people?

BOB SHEPHERD reports.

e final result saw Abbas gain
483,039 votes, 62.3% of the
turnout. His nearest chal-
lenger Mustafa Barghouti,
leader of the Palestinian
National Initiative (PNI), but running
as an independent, gained 153,516
votes, 19.8% of votes cast. Of the
other candidates, the representative of
the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine gained 27,118
votes (3.5%) and the Palestinian
People’s Party, the former Palestinian
Communist Party, gained 20,774
votes (2.68%). Three independent
Islamic candidates won a further
36,457 votes between them — 4.71%
of the total vote.
This seems to be a resounding vic-
tory for Abbas, but figures from the
Palestinian Central Elections Com-
mission (CEC) show the real state of
affairs. Out of a total of approximately
1.8 million eligible voters, the turout
was only 46%. The vote for Abbas
totalled just over 28% of all eligible
voters — not, then, a resounding man-
date to push through the agenda of
imperialism. This is in complete con-
trast to the last election for President
in 1996, when on a 75% voter turnout
Yasser Arafat won 78% of the vote.
It is clear that the call to boycoit
the election by Hamas and Islamic
Jihad had a significant effect.

The main candidates
Mahmoud Abbas was the favoured
candidate ofunpenahsm One of the

refugees and the right of return, the
Understanding said: ‘Whereas - the
Palestinian side considers that the
right of Palestinian refugees to return
to their homes is enshrined in interna-
tional law and natural justice, it recog-
nises that the prerequisites of the new
era of peace and coexistence, as well
as the realities that have been created
on the ground since 1948, have ren-
dered the implementation of this right
impracticable’. In other words, the

right of return no longer applied.
Mustafa Barghouti was the main
opposition candidate. He is the leader
of the PNI, which he set up in 2002
alongside Edward Said. He is influen-

they term the ‘militarisation ol the
Intifada’. They have been politically
linked with the ISM and pacifist cam-
paigners from the USA and Europe
who are also opposed to the Intifada.
Barghouti represents the middle class
who returned afler Oslo who have
been excluded from positions of
power by the old PLO elite running
the PA.

Running of the election
Israel did not stop its repression and
killing in the period leading up to the
election. On 4 January, only five days
before the election, the Israeli army
killed seven children in Gaza, blown
to smithereens by an Israeli tank shell.
A few days before the election a 17-
year-old election worker was shot
dead by an Israeli sniper in Gaza as
she put up election posters. The day
before the election the Israeli newspa-
per Ha'aretz carried an article head-
lined ‘Quietly carrying on building’
reporting how settlements are expand-
ing across the West Bank. According
to the article Israel is drawing up plans
to expand 120 settlements with the
agreement of incoming US Secretary
of State, Condoleezza Rice.

It was in this context that Israel
agreed to a token withdrawal of some
checkpoints and roadblocks in the 72
hours before the election to allow free
movement of candidates and voters.
However, this did not extend to Rafah,
the main border crossing between
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Egypt and Gaza, where thousands of
Palestinians have been prevented for
over a month from re-entering Gaza
and were excluded from the election

process.
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Zlonist settlers kick and taunt a Palestinian woman in the street in Hebron, West Bank

employed post office workers were
charged with the task of verifying the
identities of potential voters. Ballots
were cast in Israeli-provided boxes,
which were then taken to be counted
by Israeli-employed postmen. Armed
Israeli police, both dressed in military
gear and plainclothes guarded the sta-
tions, and on the whole the area was
tightly guarded by Israeli security
forces’.

The majority of Palestinians from
East Jerusalem who did vote had to
travel outside of the city into the West
Bank to vote at polling stations there.

As it became clear that voter tumn-
out was rather low, the CEC, under
pressure from Fatah, agreed to change
the voting procedure to allow people
to vote who weren’t on the electoral
register or residential roll to cast a bal-
lot, and to extend the voting time for a
further two hours. This resulted in at
least 30,000 votes being cast by peo-
ple not on any register and by PA

security forces bussed in to vote in the
last two hours of voting. All these were
the natural constituency of Abbas.

Repercussions from this blatant
attempt to boost Abbas’s vote came on
15 January with the resignation of 46
members of the CEC. This was in
protest at widespread voting irregular-
ities and intimidation by PA officials.

Election response

In their analysis of the election the
Palestine Information Centre, which is
associated with Hamas, declared that
Abbas had to ‘improve the living con-
ditions of ordinary Palestinians, the
bulk of whom have fallen prey to
poverly and unemployment, as well as
fighting the phenomenal corruption
permeating through the entire PA
apparatus’.

This position reflects the class base
of much of Hamas’s support, the poor
and oppressed of Palestinian society.
It is clear though that Abbas will be
unable to deliver any permanent relief
for the oppressed as he represents the
interests of the Palestinian bourgeoisie
whose class interests demand they
come 1o an arrangement with imperi-
alism and the Zionists.

The response to Abbas’s victory
from the US, Israel and Britain was
predictable and reinforced what the

RO

Palestinlan families continue to suffer dalty harassment by the Israeli army

imperialists want from him. Bush
invited him to visit the White House
and told him he was ‘committed to
helping him tackle key issues like
security, terrorism, economic growth
and building democratic institutions’.
He urged Abbas to ‘take on’ armed
groups such as Hamas. In response to
the resistance attack on the Gaza bor-
der crossing, which killed six Israeli
security workers, the Israeli justice
minister, commenting on the
‘restrained’ Israeli military response,
said ‘In order to try to prevent the next
attack we have to try to strengthen
Abu Mazen as a leader, based on the
assumption he can control the terror
groups’. Britain was reported to be
funding and advising on the setting up
of an elite 750 strong police unit in
Gaza.

It is clear what imperialism wants
from Abbas, the neutering of the arm-
ed resistance and the ending of any
militant opposition to Israeli occupa-
tion. However the low voter tumout, a
large part of which was in response to
Hamas and Islamic Jihad calling for a
boycott, shows that this will be no

easy task. Abbas’s tactics are to use
this short period following his election
victory, when he still has some author-
ity, to attempt to negotiate for both
Hamas and Jihad to call a ceasefire.

In pursuit of this he was engaged in
intensive negotiations with both
organisations in Gaza in January and
they agreed to suspend armed actions
to allow him time to negotiate a com-
prehensive ceasefire with Israel.
Hamas demanded as a response to any
ceasefire the release of all Palestinian
political prisoners. However Israel has
consistently refused to agree to any
official ceasefire with the armed
resistance and as Khaled Al Batch,
spokesperson from Islamic Jihad,
slated, ‘In the last funda (ceasefire)
we gave time to Abu Mazen to discuss
what Palestinians would get from
Israel. Sharon said he had no interest
in the /unda and what he gave us was
more assassinations...This time il
there is no position from the Ameri-
cans guaranteeing that Israel will
respect the hunda, then we will have
no choice but to go on protecting our
people, because there is no one stop-
ping the Israelis’.
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continued firom page 1

US security guards. At a press confer-
ence Allawi handed out $100 notes to
invited journalists. The main parties of
the United Iraqi Alliance are the
Islamic Al Daawa, the Supreme
Council for Islamic Revolution in Iraq
(SCIRI) and the secular Iraqi National
Congress led by Ahmed Chalabi.
Their candidates reflect the traditional
leadership of Shi’ite society: promi-
nent tribal and religious figures. They
say they oppose both the occupation
and the armed resistance. It can be
expected that they will seek to
enshrine religious codes in law, for
example those governing women.
Followers of Mogtada Al Sadr, whose
Mahdi militia fought US and British
troops last year, are on the United
Iraqi Alliance list. The leader of
SCIRI is Abdul Aziz Al Hakim who
spent most of the past 20 years in Iran
which trained and armed the Badr
Brigade that Al Hakim leads. Allawi’s
defence minister called United Iraqi
Alliance ‘an Iranian list’. King
Abdullah of Jordan joined in, accus-
ing Iran of infiltrating one million
people into Iraq to vote.
Bush administration neo-conserva-
uves had a plan for Iraq based on the

', named afler Ber-
nn:d Lewis, \nsmmm of the Middle

AND FARCE
IN IRAQ

Iraq, ‘It is not possible right now to
say that by the end of 2005 we’ll be
down to such and such a number. It
really is dependent on the situation’.
When asked by President Bush how
the war was going, Powell is quoted as
responding ‘We’re losing’. Bush
asked Powell to leave.

Presidential inaugurations and flag
waving cannot long hide the dismal
reality of the US and British positions
in Iraq. In December the Pentagon
said that over 5,500 US soldiers had
deserted since the war started. Some
have gone to Canada seeking refugee
status, just as in the generation before
55,000 crossed the border rather than
g0 to Vietnam. Part-time soldiers of
the US National Guard comprise 40%
of the US contingent in Iraq. National
Guard recruitment is down. In Dec-
ember the US National Guard announ-
ced it was tripling bonuses for new
recruits and soldiers re-enlisting afler
it was revealed that it had fallen
10,000 below its standard strength of
350,000. The general at the head of
US reserves said current deployment
policies meant his units were ‘rapidly
degenerating into o broken force’.
Extended tours of duty are sapping
morale. Only minor punishments were
imposed on 18 US soldiers who dis-

obeyed orders to drive unarmoured
fuel s in October. In this t

East. This imagined a westernised
polity imposed from above, much in
the manner of Kemal Ataturk’s
Turkey. This is proving to be a com-
plete folly of strategic thinking driven
by ideological prejudice.

Time for a rethink

In so far as they have a withdrawal
strategy the occupation forces intend
to replace themselves with reliable
Iraqi forces, while retaining a military
presence to ensure that US and British
multinational corporations  control

Iraq’s and the Middle East’s oil. As yet
120,000 Iraqi troops out of a target
273,000 have been trained and many
are unreliable. Before his departure
from office the US Secretary of State
Powell said of US troop numbers in

the revelation that Secretary of
Defence Rumsfeld had letters of con-
dolence to fallen soldiers’ families
signed by auto-pen caused outrage.
The US military intends to add robots
armed with machine guns to its occu-
pation army.

According to Newsweek magazine
the US is rethinking military tactics in
Iraq. ‘What everyone agrees is that we
can’t just go on as we are. We have to
find a way to take the offensive
against the insurgents. Right now we
are playing defence. And we are los-
ing’, observed a senior US military
officer. Under consideration is ‘the
Salvador option’. This refers to the
use of death squads in Central Ameri-
ca 20 years ago, supposedly to target
resistance leaders. In El Salvador over

80,000 people were killed or disap-
peared and one million made refugees
out of a population of 5.5 million. The
Salvador option would result in simi-
lar population liquidation exercises on
the scale of Fallujah all across Iraq.

British rotten apples

On 18 January, during the court mar-
tial of three members of the British
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers for
assault and indecent conduct, photo-
graphs of abuse of Iraqi prisoners
were published. The photographs
were taken several months before the
events at Abu Ghraib were recorded.
Torture conforms to the needs of an
occupation force in alien and antago-
nistic territory. Labour Prime Minister
Blair condemned the photographs as
‘shocking and appalling’. Chief of the
British Army General Jackson “utterly
condemned’ the abuse. Foreign
Secretary Straw said the photographs
were ‘disgusting and degrading...but
this kind of activity was confined to a
tiny handful of British soldiers’.
Leader of the Opposition Howard said
the photographs in ‘no way reflect the
true character of Britain’s armed
forces’. Liberal Democrat Kennedy
lamented that circulation of the photo-
graphs would ‘increase the dangers
for our troops’.

This ‘few rotten apples in the bar-
rel’ line is nonsense. As is the way
with apples and barrels, a few bad
apples suggest the whole barrel is con-
taminated. Precisely because the
British armed forces have a long his-
tory of imperialist ventures into other
peoples’ territories they have a long
history of the use of torture. The mal-
leability of human beings in the serv-
ice of racism and imperialism is
exhaustively demonstrated across the
former British colonies and Ireland.
The almost identical sadistic humilia-
tion of prisoners at Britain’s Camp
Bread Basket with those at Abu
Ghraib, forced use of public naked-
ness and simulated homosexual acts,
indicates cultural and psychological
profiling of men in Arab culture. The
purpose is to find the most precise
way of causing maximum psychologi-
cal pain thereby extracting informa-

tion from the captive as efficiently as
 possible. It is publishing the photo-

gmphs that the military sees as a
onsequently, soldiers are
red by their officers to hand
rsonal photographs taken in

igh court has accepted
through torture by
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Baghdad before the elections

of Territorial Army soldiers do not
agree with the war.

For the US people the war on Iraq is
costing over $1 billion a week, plus
the pain of having sons and daughters
killed and maimed and the loss of
democratic rights. For the US ruling
class the war threatens its interna-
tional credibility as the unrivalled
global power and US dominion over
world oil supplies. It faces a choice,
whether to reduce its military commit-
ment with the minimum loss of credi-
bility or whether to escalate with the
risk of a greater defeat. The needs of
US capital dictate that it must contend
with and subdue rival imperialist pow-
ers and overcome any political threat
to its domination. Any withdrawal
from Iraq would only result in greater

US bellicosity elsewhere until the US
ruling class is challenged both with-
out and within the US. For now there
are serious misgivings about the Bush
administration within the US state.
The CIA and FBI are responsible for
leaking information about the govern-
ment’s encouragement of torture at
Guantanamo and in Iraq, and the role
of Zionists acting as spies within the
US administration.
In Britain the Labour Party and

government think that they can put

the massive anti-war demonstration
and sentiment behind them and win a
spring election comfortably. They
must be challenged and the war must
be made the electoral issue — this is an
opportunity to break with Labour
imperialism once and for all. [ |

As US military convoys sped
around Iraq’s capital in April 2003
car bumper stickers appeared in
the US: Boys go to Baghdad,
men to Tehran. Seymour Hersh's
report in The New Yorker sug-
gests the men may get their
chance yet. A former senior intel-
ligence officer told Hersh, ‘The
Bush administration is looking at
this as a huge war zone. Next
we're going to have the Iranian
campaign. We've declared war
and the bad guys, wherever they
are, are the enemy. This is the
last hurrah. We've got four years,
and we want to come out of this
saying we won the war on terror-
ism'. Hersh was told that US
special forces are already in Iran
targeting sites for air strikes and
commando raids. Vice President
Cheney has elevated Iran, one of
the original ‘axis of evil', to ‘the
top of the list'. The Pentagon did

. not deny the claim that US sol-
diers were inside Iran.

Iran is thought to be three
years away from being able to
produce a nuclear bomb. A
nuclear-armed Iran is ‘unaccept-
able' to the US government and
Israel. Iran has 70 million people,
nearly triple the number of Iraq. It
Is predominantly Shia and can
exercise influence over Iraqg's
‘Shia people as well as the Shia

~ population of Saudi Arabia,
whose territory contains large oil

TARGET TEHRAN

reserves. Iran itself has 8% of the
world’s oil reserves and gas
reserves second only to Russia’s.
40% of the world’s traded oil
passes through the Strait of
Hormuz that Iran can block. Iran
borders or is close to lIraq,
Afghanistan, Saudi  Arabia,
Kuwait, Russia, Pakistan, India,
Turkey, and the Caspian Basin: it
is strategically critical for Central
Asia. Tehran supports groups in
the Middle East that the US and
British governments consider as
terrorists.

Inside the US the same people
who drew up the Helms-Burton
Act against Cuba and the 1998
Iraqg Liberation Act, stipulating
regime change, propose an Iran
Freedom and Support Act, with
the backing of the American-
Israel Public Affairs Committee.
These reactionaries want to
restore the monarchy, under the
ousted Shah's son who lives in
Virginia. Britain, France and
Germany are seeking to lure the
Iranian government away from its
nuclear programme with offers of
trade benefits. Foreign Secretary
Straw sald in November, ‘| don't
see any circumstances in which
military action would be justified
against Iran, full stop’. No doubt
his Prime Minister will remind the
Foreign Secretary that circum-
stances can change unexpect-
edly.
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Housing crisis
hits most
vulnerable

BARNABY MITCHEL

Today six million people live
in roughly 2.5 million council
homes. Half of the five mil-
lion council homes that
existed 20 years ago have
been sold off thanks to the
Right to Buy scheme intro-
duced by Margaret That-
cher’s Tory government and
continued under Labour. In
1970 172,000 council homes
were built for working class
people in Britain. In 2001
only 487 council homes were
built. The number of newly-
built social houses for rent
has fallen from 42,700 in
1994-1995 to around 21,000
in 2002-2003. This desperate
shortage of affordable hous-
ing for the poorest people in
Britain is forcing ever more
people into temporary hous-
ing or homelessness.
In FRF] 177 we reported on the
council housing crisis. The gov-
ernment continues to blackmail
council tenants all over Britain 1o
‘choose’ 1o have their homes sold
off to private companies, offering
just three options: 1o sell their
home to a housing association
(RSL) or a private finance con-
sortia or to set up an Arms-
Length Management Organisa-
tion (ALMO).

Tenants have rejected the three
government ‘options’ in one in
four of the votes so far. Tenants

in housing transfers, donated
£10,000 to Labour in 2002.

Registered Social Landlords
(RSLs) are not-for-profit organi-
sations, but they are private sec-
tor landlords in legal terms.
‘When homes are transferred, ten-
ants become less secure assured
tenants. RSL rents are on average
17% higher than council rents.
According to a report by the
Citizens Advice Bureau pub-
lished in 2003, possession orders
given to social landlords by local
courts are increasing by 12%
every year.

Labour plans to sell off even
more social housing. Alan
Milburn, Labour’s election su-
premo, proposed plans to extend
the Right to Buy to all Housing
Association tenants as part of
Labour’s election manifesto.
Other members of the govern-
ment have been more cautious,
fearing opposition from within
the Labour Party and trade
unions before the election. The
result is the ‘Social Home Buy
Scheme’, which opens up hous-
ing association properties to par-
tial purchase by residents. Over
time residents can buy outright.

This plan is, like ALMOs, pri-
vatisation by stealth.

The official number of home-
less households has topped
100,000 for the first time; an
increase of 7% over last year and
an increase of 123% since the
Labour took office in 1997 —
representing over half a million
people without a proper home.
This ignores unregistered home-
less people and those living in
sub-standard or overcrowded
homes in the UK. The rate of
homelessness among the UK'’s
black and ethnic minority popu-
lation is disproportionately high.

In December 2004, the gov-
ernment announced cuts to the
Supporting People budget, which
is where the majority of funding
of projects for 1.2 million vulner-
able people comes from, includ-
ing the homeless, viclims of
domestic abuse, people with
mental health problems and the
elderly. Budgets for all 150 coun-
cils administering the £17 billion
scheme were cut in December
2004, in most cases by 5%. As
more people become homeless,
so support for them is being
slashed. |

Call-it capitalism

BARNABY PROBERT

UK call centres now employ
more people than the coal,
steel and car industries com-
bined with a growth in recent
years that has excceded all
forecasts. In July 2000, the
Financial Times reported
that analysts Business Stra-
tegies expected employment
in UK call centres to rise to
005,000 by 2008. By the first
quarter of 2003, a Sector
Skills Council survey esti-
mated 867,000 call centre
employees, a  three-fold
increase on 1998 figures.
Many telephone operalors are
paid less than the minimum wage
before commission, in an indus-
try where incidents of racism,
abuse and summary dismissal are
rife and rarely come before
industrial tribunals. In January
2004, a Health and Safety
Executive report compared some
call centres to Victorian mills,
with little trade union representa-
tion. Incomes Data Services, in
its seventh annual report on the
UK call centre industry, claims
‘call centres without a recog-
nised trade union now form a
minority of the industry’. But
their survey of 300 centres was
largely confined to financial
services, public sector and not-
for-profit  organisations  with
large inbound customer service
call centres serving industries
already benefiting from union
representation.

But in the many small or
medium-sized call centres to
which large companies outsource
their sales or marketing work,
high staff turnover and lack of
trade union representation leaves
workers powerless to challenge
ofien illegal practices and work-
ing conditions.

Even call centres serving
industries with a strong history of
union representation can face
difficulty in securing recogni-
tion. More than half of the 466
staff at BSkyB’s Livingston call
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centre signed a petition support-
ing broadcasting union Bectu. By
the time balloting for recognition
began, over 100 staff had joined
the union. However, afier man-
agement threalened to move the
call centre abroad if Bectu won
recognition only 47 employees
voled in favour. At the Firstinfo
railway call centre in Plymouth,
posters advocaling union recog-
nition were removed from
noticeboards.  When manage-
ment at a large broadcasting call
centre such as BSkyB Livingston
show such determination to
scupper recoghition, what hope
is there for workers in smaller,
less regulated call centres with
no union involvement?

The guarantee of evening or
weekend work close to home
means that many single parents,
students and others are economi-
cally conscripted into this type of
work. Flexible working hours are
a perceived benefit of call centre
employment. In reality, the pic-
ture is varied. At one Plymouth
call centre an employee was
refused a transfer to the day shift
so that he could spend time with
his partner and child in the even-
ing on the basis that ‘absence
makes the heart grow fonder’.

One call centre which does
guarantee flexibility is Heathmill
in north London, which pays
commission only and allows staff

to clock in and out at any time of
the day or night. Potential staff
are lured with the promise of
50% of commissions paid in cash
at the end of each day on con-
firmed sales. Should confirmed
sales cancel at a later slage, any
commission paid is deducted
from the employee’s bank
account at the close of the month,

One sales campaign involves
calling the United States on
behalf of a global pay advance
loans company. Pay advance, or
‘pay day’, loans are a multi-bil-
lion dollar industry condemned
by the Consumer Federation of
America as ‘legal loan sharking’.
It is legal because you are
charged an extortionate fee,
rather than an excessive interest
rate. The $200 loans sold from
Heathmill’s call centre cost an
$89 fee on pay day after the first
fortnight, a further $89 fee if
repayment of the balance is
deferred to the end of the next
fortnight, and also a $35 ‘mem-
bership fee’. So on a $200 loan
taken over one month, $213 fees
are deducted from the borrower’s
wage cheque — equivalent to an
annual interest rate of 1278%.
Using a casual workforce in a
British call centre to sell loans to
desperate people in the States
shows how global capitalism
uses the low paid to fleece the
low paid. | |

Blocked projects

100 years ago progressive teach-
ers and socialist groups struggled
to establish a state education sys-
tem free from religious control.
Labour is attempting to reverse
that. Sir Peter Vardy, described
by the Times Education Sup-
plement as a ‘Christian funda-
mentalist car dealer’, has been
handed two large local secondary
schools ~ Emmanuel College in
Gateshead and The King’s
Academy in Middlesborough.
The Vardy Foundation, which
runs the schools, accords equal
status to ‘creationism’ and theo-
ries of evolution, Both schools

are favourites of Tony Blair. 200 -

more such schools, known as
City Academies or private state
schools, are planned. For a fee of

~ £2m, payable in random instal-
~ments, private benefactors are

handed effective  control  of
brand-new state schools, select-
ing the governors, appointing the
senior management and manag-
ing the school’s practices without
having to worry about the
national curriculum. The initial

£20m for each school is paid by
central government, as are the
annual £5m  running  costs.
Academies are not bound by
national agreements on teachers’
pay and conditions. Shamefully,
several Labour councils have
backed these plans. However,
parents are fighting back. In
Conisbrough near Doncaster, Sic
Peter Vardy and the elected
Labour mayor made a grab for
Northeliffe comprehensive
school. Unimpressed with the big
sell, the glossy brochures and
patronising promises of success,
parents and teachers organised
protest  meetings,  Parents
expressed horror at the prospect
of their children being educated
with ‘these extreme kind of
Christian ideologies' and without
any kind of local accountability.
The parents won and North-
cliffe was saved. But Blair and
his grovelling MPs will not stop
their relentless  sell-off  and
giveaway of state schools
unless more parents protest and
organise,

Susan Davidson



Ireland:
Unionists step up
pressure on Sinn Fein

PAUL MALLON

On 20 December 2004, a
Belfast bank was robbed of
£26.5m. Unionist politicians
swiftly claimed that the TRA
was behind the raid. The alle-
gations have served to put
even more pressure on the
Republican movement fol-
lowing the failure of talks in
December to restore the Stor-
mont assembly when Union-
ists demanded that the IRA
allow the decommissioning of
its weapons be recorded on
photographs. For the Repub-
lican movement this was a
step too far — for the moment,
at least.
On 6 January 2005, Police
Service of WNorthern Ireland
(PSNI) Chief Constable Hugh
Orde waded in to support the
claims of IRA involvement in the
robbery. In doing so, Orde fol-
lowed in the tradition of the old
RUC: he had absolutely no evid-
ence for what he said. Raids on
several Republican homes yielded
nothing. They showed however
that PSNI approach to policing is
no different from that of the old
RUC. Despite this, the claims
have impressed the SDLP and the
Irish government, who now also
see the IRA as the guilty party.
The whole episode has embar-
rassed Sinn Fein because it needs

1o sustain its alliance with these
bourgeois forces.

Documents released by the
British and TIrish governments
show how far the Republican
movement was prepared to go to

ieet Unionist demands in Dec-

ember. The IRA leadership was
prepared to ‘conclude the process
to completely and verifiably put
all its arms beyond use’ and to
‘move to a new mode that reflects
its determination to see the transi-
tion to a totally peaceful society
brought to a successful conclu-
sion.” The IRA publicly restated
these positions on 9 December.
Following this, Sinn Fein was
also prepared to endorse and par-
ticipate in police boards.

During the talks Sinn Fein
President Gerry Adams became
the first Republican leader since
Michael Collins to meet the head
of the police of the Six Counties
when he travelled to London for
a two-hour meeting with Orde on
29 November. Adams stated that
“we want all these matters sorted
out. We want this to work. We
are stretching ourselves and our
constituency’. The reality on the
ground indeed shows how far his
constituency is being stretched.
On 5 December, an 18-year-old
nationalist escaped with his life
following a knife and claw ham-
mer attack by a loyalist mob in
north Belfast. He required 40 sta-

ples to back and arm wounds.
Eight days later, a 15-year-old
girl was beaten unconscious as
she walked home in a vicious
sectarian attack by a loyalist
gang using cars 1o scoul the area
for potential targets.

Discrimination lives on

Since its establishment, the econ-
omy of the Six Counties has been
propped up by heavy subsidies
from British imperialism in order
to maintain loyalist supremacy
and privilege. The pattern contin-
ues 1o this day. Catholic workers
are still nearly twice as likely to
be unemployed than Protestants.
One in three jobs in the north is in
the public sector — the highest
proportion anywhere in Britain.
The service sector has grown as
manufacturing jobs have been
lost, and it is now very dependent
upon continued public sector
growth. Any cut in public expen-
diture would therefore have a sig-
nificant impact on employment
and with it loyalist privilege.
With the Six Counties’ economy
under strain, there is a sense of
loyalist instability, and this has
stimulated the sectarian attacks
regularly reported in An Phob-
lacht/Republican News. Catholic
communities across the north
cannot allow their guard to drop
when confronted by this supre-
macist tradition in unrest. =

If they do this to their
own, what are they doing
to the Iragis?

THOMAS ATKINS

Since 1990 1,800 soldiers —
more than two a week — in or
around military bases in
Britain have died of ‘non-
patural’ causes, It is true that
over 170 First Gulf War vet-
erans have committed suicide
— five times as many as were
killed in combat — but the
majority of the deaths in-
volve teenage recruits, serv-
ing in rear echelon units.
There are harrowing allegations
of murder, rape, racism and tor-
ture inflicted upon youngsters,
not by an enemy force, but by
their own non-commissioned
officer (NCO) instructors.

Thirteen soldiers are alleged
to have killed themselves at
Catterick, Yorkshire, since 1996.
Lance Corporal Derek Mc-
Gregor, it is said, killed himself
in 2002. He had been beaten
senseless by military police just
prior to his death and the post
mortem revealed black eyes, cuts
to his stomach and bruising to his
legs and scrotum,

The most horrifying allega-
tions come from the Royal
Logistic Corp training depot at
Deepcut in Surrey. To date there
are at least 173 accusations of
serious misconduct — including
eight allegations of rape, includ-

ing gang rape, and 61 of other
assaults.

Some incidents mirror the
sexual humiliation of Iragi
POWs by Coalition troops:
recruits, male and female, forced
to stand at attention stripped
naked, in the middle of the night,
whilst darts were thrown at them;
a female soldier urinated on;
another forced to strip naked and
run around the parade square. A
female soldier who reported
gang-rape was threatened by reg-
imental police until she withdrew
the charge.

June [995: Private Sean
Benton, whilst on guard duty,
was found with five gunshot
wounds to his chest, fired from
his own 5.56mm SA80 assault
rifle, Ballistic experts report that
only one round was fired from
close range, yet the army insist it
was suicide. The army laundered
his shirt before forensic police
could examine it.

November  1995:  Private
Cheryl James, 17, whilst on
guard, was found with a gunshot
wound to her head. The army
says it was suicide. They ‘lost’
the bullet before it could be
examined.  Witnesses  claim
Private James was being forced
to have a sexual relationship with
an NCO.

September  2001:  Private

Geoff Gray, 18, whilst on guard,
was found with two gunshot
wounds to his head — yet five
bullets were missing from his
SA80 magazine. Ballistic experts
report it is impossible to shoot
yourself twice in'the head with a
SAB80, yet the army claims it was
suicide and has ‘lost’ the records
of the issuing of weapons the
night he was killed.

March 2002: Private James
Collinson, 17, whilst on guard,
was shot upwards through the
chin, The army says he killed
himself. The army cleaned his
SA80 before it could be checked
for fingerprints,

The families of the dead sol-
diers are campaigning for a pub-
lic inquiry which is being resis-
ted by the government.

As Leon Trotsky, who found-
ed the Soviet Red Army, ob-
served, ‘an army is always a
copy of the society it serves —
with this difference, that it gives
social relations a concentrated
character, carrying both their
positive and negative features to
an extreme.’

Therefore, if a society is
racist, its army will be extremely
racist. The same with class
privilege, sexism, homophobia,
brutality and all the rest of the
muck and filth of capitalist
society. 5]

————

Bhopal - still
waiting for justice

ANDREWALEXANDER

In the carly hours of the
morning on 3 December
1984, methyl isocyanate
(MIC), a lethal toxic gas,
leaked from a chemical plant
in Bhopal, India. Within the
next 24 hours 8,000 people
had died. A further 15,000
were to die over the next few
years with an estimated
500,000 Ieft with chronic and
debilitating injuries. Twenty
years on and a person still
dies every single day from the
effects of the accident.

It was quite possibly the biggest
industrial accident in history. An
avoidable accident, resulting
from the relentless pursuit of
profit that capitalism has spread
around the world. Throughout
the 1970s India increased its
exposure to the free-market
and sought more foreign direct
investment. A lot of it was
found through the transformation
of world agriculture labelled as
the ‘Green Revolution’, which
brought to India agricultural
multinationals such as a com-
pany called Union Carbide.

Within the conditions created
by capitalism individual corpora-
tions can take full advantage of
the cheap labour and lax safety
laws that exist within poor coun-
trics, this is exactly what Union
Carbide did in India. Union
Carbide, now owned by the US
chemical giant Dow Chemical,
created in Bhopal a plant that
was lacking in the most basic of
safety procedures. This was not
because the expertise did not
exist for the correct and safe han-
dling of dangerous chemicals,
but because the finance was not
injected to enforce such stan-
dards. The Bhopal factory was
designed as a copy of a Union
Carbide plant in West Virginia,
but without the same comput-
erised safety equipment and lev-
els of training. Many of those
working in the plant expressed
concern about safety but their
words fell on deaf ears amongst
the management, situated safely
away in the US. Even in the sum-
mer of 1984, a Bhopal-based
Journalist wrote an article on the
dangers of the plant for a leading
Indian  newspaper entitled:
‘Bhopal on the brink of disaster,’
yet the article spurred no action
from Union Carbide or the Indian
government alike. In fact, despite
the warnings and anxieties, it has
become clear that a refrigeration
unit, which could have prevented
the accident, was turned off in
order to save a mere $40 a day.

If Union Carbide’s actions
before this horrific accident
weren't bad enough, their actions
aflerwards eclipsed them in their
inhumanity, As soon as news of
the accident broke, Union
Carbide withheld key medical
information on the leaked gas
and dispensed unsound medical
advice in order to keep to their
official line that MIC was ‘noth-
ing more than a potent tear gas.’
The President of Union Carbide,
Warren Anderson, under interna-
tional pressure, went to Bhopal
to see the devastation caused, He
was arrested by the local police
but after four hours of pressure
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IE DEMAND HIS EXTRADITION ¥
S EROM THE UNTED STATES

Demonstrators call for the extradition of Warren Anderson, Chairman of

Union Carbide

from the US government was
released on bail and fled straight
back to the US. He now lives in
luxury in New York and Florida,
safe in the knowledge that he’ll
probably never be extradited to
India for his part in this crime.
Union Carbide (now Dow) has
vet to take responsibility for the
accident, claiming that they only

part-owned the plant with an
Indian subsidiary and can’t
accept responsibility, this is a lie.
They finally conceded a paltry
compensation deal worth $470m
with the Indian government in
1989, washing their hands of the
poison they have left behind. The
compensation package is worth a
meagre $500 per victim over a
20-year period, which even in the
cash-starved slums of Bhopal is
nothing more than a cruel insult.
Furthermore, the plant has
still to be dismantled despite con-
tinuing to pollute the water sup-
ply and even though it would
only cost a mere $30m to decom-
mission, according. to a
Greenpeace report. Surely Dow’s
yearly sales of $32.6bn should
stretch to cover the pollution that
is debilitating and killing to this
day, causing children to be born
with hideous and painful disfig-
urements? We should compare
this to another scene of death and
destruction, the World Trade

Centre, and see the double stan-
dards in rebuilding after tragedy,
or after the Lockerbie bombing,
in  which victims’ families
received £4m. To add further
insult to injury, the Indian gov-
emment retains almost half the
compensation money in the
Indian national bank. It is the
Indian government, along with
Union Carbide and their imperi-
alist US cohorts who should be
held responsible for the continu-
ing and unnecessary suffering in
Bhopal. Perhaps it is because the
Indian ruling classes know little
of the debilitating pain, breathing
difficulties, neurological disor-
ders, depression and poverty of
the victims near the plant. But
then, why would a government
that propagates an economic sys-
tem that condemns 5,000 of its
citizens to death every day from
malnutrition and preventable dis-
eases care about the victims of a
tragedy that occurred 20 years
ago? Imperialism ties the inter~
ests of the ruling classes in the
oppressed nations with the
oppressor nations, and it is the
poor who end up trampled upon
by both. Twenty years on and jus-
tice is still being awaited by the
people of Bhopal. Unless there is
any radical shift in the political
system in India, they may well
have to wait even longer. | |
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Tsunami: disaster compound

imperialist devastation

On 26 December 2004, a huge earthquake off the northern coast of Sumatra triggered one of the most
powerful tsunamis in living memory. Within 15 minutes, it had swept nearly 220,000 people to their
deaths in the north Sumatran province of Aceh. Half an hour later, 8,000 died on the coast of Thailand
around the tourist resort of Phuket. Within a further hour, another 10,000 had died along the coast of
eastern India, and more than 30,000 in Sri Lanka. The scale of destruction was massive: the city of
Banda Aceh, with a population of 400,000, was almost completely destroyed, one in seven of its
population dead. 4,000 miles away, tsunami waves hit the coast of eastern Africa, leaving 150 more

dead. ROBERT CLOUGH reports.

aves 30-40 feet high pul-
verised towns on the
shores of Aceh, Sri Lanka
and Thailand. In Acch,
mosques were often the
only buildings left standing as the
waters receded because they were
built of stone or concrete. 800,000 are
now homeless in Aceh; in Sri Lanka,
100,000 fisherman have been left
unemployed as thousands of fishing
boats were smashed to pieces. Tens of
thousands of fishermen in Thailand
are also affected, and up to 100,000
people may lose their jobs because of
the impact on the tourist trade.
The dreadful pictures from Aceh,
Thailand and Sri Lanka generated a
huge outpouring of basic human soli-
darity throughout the world. In marked
contrast was the response of the lead-
ers of the two most powerful imperial-
ist powers, George Bush and Tony
Blair. The former took three days to
offer any public comment on the dis-
aster. Blair was in Sharm el Sheikh on
the Red Sea having his customary
multimillionaire-funded holiday. The
leader who had taken two hours to
respond to the deaths of John Peel and
Jill Dando and little more than three
hours to that of Princess Diana, waited
four days to offer any public comment
on the tsunami victims.

Hollow promises of aid

No less mean-spirited were the aid
offerings from both the US and Brit-
ain. The initial US offering was a pal-
try $15m; when Jan Egeland, UN Un-
der-Secretary of humanitarian affairs
called this ‘stingy’, Secretary of State

dures would be an impossibility.

Would an early warning system
have made a difference?

In the aftermath of the disaster, it was revealed that the principal countries
bordering the Indian Ocean had decided in 2003 not to invest some $4m in an
early warning system. It is not enough, however, to have the technology; more
important is to have clear and practised procedures for evacuation. Cuba has
shown how it can be done with the evacuations it has to organise in anticipa-
tion of the frequent hurricanes that hit the island. But these are possible
because Cuba has a socialist system where protecting the lives of working
class people is the first priority, and where there is as a conseguence a high
level of social organisation. In societies ravaged by imperialism, such proce-

ment... We will not walk away... we
will work with you to (find a way) out
of the miserable poverty that is your
present existence’, his sole purpose
was to gain support for the forthcom-
ing war on Afghanistan. Yet the record
is that only 3% of aid to Afghanistan
has been for reconstruction, whilst
84% has been to pay for the military
occupation. It is estimated that no
more than 20% of promised aid has
reached Afghanistan over three years
after the end of the war. To date, only
$29m has been spent on aid to Iraq out
of the billions supposedly available.

The media and the tsunami
Once it became clear that there was
huge sympathy for the victims of the
tsunami, the media went into top gear
to prevent it from acquiring any politi-
cal character. As John Pilger says,
these were ‘worthy’ victims — unlike
the 100,000 Iragis who have died as a
result of the murderous onslaught on
their country. Hence the press has de-

e The US has promised $350m in
aid. The cost of a F-22 Raptor
fighter jet is $225m. The total
cost to date of the US war on
Iraq is $148hbn, a daily rate of
$270m, or three-quarters of
promised tsunami aid.

Britain’s promised aid has now
risen to £200m. This compares
to the £1bn military aid it gave
to Indonesia to buy Hawk jet
fighters.

The $4bn promised by the
international community in
emergency aid compares to
the $44bn spent on debt
repayments last year by
Thailand, Indonesia and India,

and why they are as they are. Tales
fabricated by the Indonesian military
about the Aceh Freedom Movement
threatening to abduct relief workers
have been recycled uncritically, as have
stories about Tamil Tigers ‘abducting’

perialist nations cancel the debt of
those most affected by the tsunami,
the shutters went down. Gordon
Brown’s much-publicised tour of
Africa in early January promising an
end to world poverty was revealed as
a hollow PR exercise; all that was on
offer from the Paris Club was the tem-
porary suspension of debt repayment.
These minimal levels of aid are,
however, typical. In 1990, the UN ag-
reed an aid baseline for Western coun-
tries 0f 0.7% of GNP. Few have met it;
Britain’s contribution is 0.34%, that of
the US a miserable 0.17%. As it is, aid
is always used to promote the strategic
interests of the donor country. For in-
stance in the US, the 2004-09 joint plan
between the State Department and
USAID aims to ‘align diplomacy and
development assistance’ with Bush’s
2002 National Security Strategy, the
document which makes the case for
pre-emptive wars and the need to sup-
port global intervention. Two criteria
are seen as critical: ‘relevance to US
national security’ and ‘greater aid ef-
fectiveness’. One outcome is that aid to

Aceh is the northernmost prov-
ince of Sumatra, home to a
population of four million. For
nearly thirty years, the Aceh-
nese people have fought the
brutal Indenesian state for their
freedom. The liberation strug-
gle started in 1976; in 1990
casualties escalated when the
Suharto regime turned Aceh
into a free-fire zone. Between
1990 and 1998 at least 4,000
civilians were murdered. Tor-
ture was routine, as was the
practice of leaving mutilated
bodies by the roadside as a
warning. There was a brief re-
spite when the Suharto regime
fell; in 1999, a million Acehnese
attended a rally demanding a
referendum on independence.

~In May 2003 martial law was

imposed, foreigners were ban-
ned from the province and
countless checkpoints set up;
in early December 2004, Indo-
nesian army chief General Su-
tarto announced that the army

Aceh

had killed 3,215 Acehnese in
the intervening 18 months. The
overwhelming majority of these
were civilians.

It is not only torture and re-
pression that Acehnese people
face. Indonesian troops use
checkpoints to extort money
and possessions from the
Acehnese people. The military
also receives money from Ex-
xon-Mobil to protect its massive
gas plant in the province; this
earns the Indonesian govern-
ment $1.2bn per annum, most
pocketed by officials in Jakarta.
It is one reason why the Aceh-
nese people are demanding
their independence. The mil-
itary is now hoarding aid to sell
it on the open market. It is also
checking refugee camps and
taking away anyone suspected
of being a supporter of the Free
Acehnese Movement (GAM).
After the tsunami, the army
killed seven Acehnese at Lam-
pook trying to recover motor

cycles and other belongings
from the beach. GAM has
offered a ceasefire and negotia-
tions to discuss the best way to
get aid to survivors. The
Indonesian army claims that
GAM s threatening to kidnap
relief workers and steal the aid.
Indonesian President Yudhoyno
assured the world that ‘the
security operation conducted
by Indonesia’'s military and
police will protect, secure the
humanitarian efforts’. However,
chief of the UN operations in
Aceh, Joel Boutroue, retorted
‘We don't believe relief workers
are targets. | don’t see at this
stage any hampering of our
movements’. The reality is that
the Indonesian army is deter-
mined to crush the Acehnese
people and will rely on the
imperialist media not to ask
too many questions about its
methods.

Victory to the

Acehnese people!

tory teaches us that promised
yway never arrives in full since
ially announced for the pur-
cal expediency. Hence
lair declared at the 2001
Party conference: ‘To the Af-
people, we make this commit-

voted pages to pictures of the destruc-
tion of Banda Aceh — but few to the
destruction of Fallujah and the 6,000
estimated to have died. The press has
scarcely mentioned the 12 million
children who die each year from mal-
nutrition and other poverty-related
diseases in countries such as Indo-
nesia and Sri Lanka. Nor has it seri-
ously described the grinding poverty
that is the consequence of imperialist
neo-liberal policies, or the destruction
of natural defences which made the
impact of the tsunami even worse: the
Thai mangrove swamps that could
have impeded the waves had they not
been uprooted to make way for shrimp
farms to earn foreign currency; or the
Sri Lankan coral reefs which have
been devastated by illegal coral min-
ing, again to meet export demand. It
has not questioned why millions of
people had to live in huts and shacks
which could be so easily swept away,
or why the health services have been
privatised so that they are only avail-
able to those who can pay.

Instead the media have focused on
individual human stories which, har-
rowing though they are, do not tell us
anything about the general conditions
of the people affected by the tsunami,

children from refugee camps in Sri
Lanka. The reality is that Tamil Tigers
have proved highly effective in organ-
ising reconstruction. When Colin Pow-
ell visited Aceh days after the tsunami,
the media reported his horror, but did
not tell us that aid flights into Banda
Aceh had to be suspended for hours
for the benefit of his security arrange-
ments. Nor have there been reports as
to the unpopularity of the Sri Lankan
government’s acceptance of 1,500 US
Marines to help relief work. Instead
the media wants to present the story as
one about the passive victims of a nat-
ural disaster who are grateful for
whatever support may come their way
The truth is that millions face even
more desperate conditions than they
did before the tsunami. They will be
forgotten once media attention turns
elsewhere. Their countries will con-
tinue to be bled dry as debt repay-
ments Kick in again. The aid they
receive will be outweighed not just by
debt repayments but by the unequal
terms of trade. Cancelling the debt of
the developing countries is therefore
just the first step in ending imperialist
domination; we need to join wilh
those who are struggling against op-
pression throughout the world. |



he theoretical basis for cli-
mate change can be ex-
plained with what is known
as the greenhouse effect.
When the energy from the
sun reaches the earth, some of this
energy is absorbed by the earth’s sur-
face, some of it is reflected back
towards space unchanged, and some is
absorbed and then re-emitted as heat.
In a greenhouse, the glass acts as an
insulator preventing the absorbed
energy from leaving so that it heats the
greenhouse and its contents. Water-
bearing objects (such as plants) absorb
this heat and produce water vapour.
Since water vapour also traps heat, the
greenhouse becomes warmer still.

This explains global warming. In-
dustrial capitalism has generated huge
quantities of the warming gas carbon
dioxide. Other gases rise in the atmos-
phere and serve as a glass-like barrier
reducing the proportion of energy re-
flected back into space. In 200 years
carbon dioxide concentration in the
Earth’s atmosphere has increased by
35% — one third of this in the last 40
years alone — and global average tem-
peratures have risen by 0.6 degrees
centigrade.

The greenhouse efTect tells us that
this sharp rise in the concentration of
warming gases in the environment,
added to heat absorption by water-
based objects such as the polar ice-
caps will make the average tempera-
ture rise uncontrollably. It has now
been discovered that the rate of carbon
dioxide accumulation in the atmos-
phere has suddenly jumped without
any simultaneous jump in carbon

emissions. ‘A ‘feedback’ mechanism,
where the effects of global warming
start to speed up the process itsell]
‘could be kicking in much earlier than
anticipated, with the potentinlly disas-
trous consequences of extra rapid cli-
mate change’* This includes the ac-
celerated release of methane, 23 times
more effective than carbon dioxide at
trapping heat in the atmosphere, from
melting permafrost, causing further
temperature rises. It is estimated that
by the end of this century average

profits

action

In a world dominated by imperialism, the needs of the ruling class are not only
always put before those of the mass of the people, but also before the needs of
the environment. Any attempt to alleviate climate change or global warming by
the G8 or the EU or any other amalgam of imperialist powers needs to be seen in
this context. LOUIS BREHONY reports.

temperatures will rise by between 1.4
and 5.8 degrees centigrade.

By summer 2070 the Arctic ice cap
may have disappeared: it has alrcady
shrunk by 15-20% in the past 30 years
alone and the trend is speeding up.
Local environment, Inuit and other
communities will be seriously harmed,
and natural energy sources will be
harder to reach. By 2050 sca levels
may rise by half a metre. This would
mean that 20% of Bangladesh will
disappear beneath the sea displacing
15 million people, mostly poor pecas-
ants; the fertile lands of Egypt’s Nile
delta will be submerged leaving 7 mil-
lion homeless and 12% of the coun-
try’s arable land under water; and 30
million will be displaced in castern
China with the destruction of its allu-
vial plains. Hurricanes and cyclones
will become both more frequent and
more severe. According to the UN,
one billion people live under threat of
severe flooding, and by 2050 this
number will have doubled. Even de-
veloped nations will be threatened,
particularly the Netherlands and the
uS’s Mlsslmppl delta, although these
countries can afford 1o spend large
sums of money on sea defences.

Britain is also affected. The coun-
try was totally unprepared for the vio-
lent tropical storms and floods that hit
southwest England in summer 2004
and the north in January 2005. In
the most recent storms winds hit at
over 124mph, virtually unheard of in
this part of the world. As a result of

this sharp tumn towards catastrophic
weather, insurance claims have dou-
bled in last six years, forcing the
British Association of Insurers to
admit that ‘we are starting to feel the
beginnings of climate change’ (spokes-
person Dr Sebastian Catovsky on Sky
News). A report by the British Meteor-
ological Office suggests that large
parts of Britain, including London
Docklands, will soon be in peril.

The Kyoto protocol
The Kyoto Protocol aims at getting
the richest capitalist countries to cut
overall emissions of gases such as car-
bon dioxide 5.2% below 1990 levels
by 2008-12. It has to be ratificd by
countrics accounting for 55% of
developed nations’ greenhouse emis-
sions to take effect. The protocol is
completely inadequate. But even this
conservative step is too much for the
Bush administration  which has
refused to ratify it in order to help
maintain US impenalism’s position as
the world's dominant  cconomic
power. The US is the world's biggest
polluter. Between 1980 and 2001, US
carbon dioxide emissions increased an
average of 0.9% per year. Russia
recently approved the Protocol on 3
November 2004. Putin’s government
is aiming to present Russia as a
cleaner, friendlier capitalism in order
to make and sustain new alliances as
inter-imperialist rivalries develop.
Tony Blair recently became Presi-
dent of the imperialist G8 and is mas-
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By summer 2070 the Arctic Ice cap may have disappeared

querading as the head of global
capitalism’s efforts to tackle global
warming. In an article in The Econom-
ist on | January he boasted of Brit-
ain's supposedly progressive attitude
towards pollution. He leapt to the
defence of British Petroleum, one of
the world's biggest polluters. What he
didn’t mention is the fact that *green’
Britain is actually set to miss one of its
own, conscrvative, targels
cut in carbon dioxide levels that is
supposed to be achieved by 2010. In
response he sought a 3% increase in
the amount of carbon dioxide Britain
would be allowed to emit under Euro-
pean legislation and followed this up
by a public threat to sue the European
Commission if Britain did not get ils
way.

At the Davos World Economic
Forum, Blair revealed the true limits

the 20%

GI.OBAL WARMING

before

of any attempt at climate control in an
imperialist world when he warned
that governments could not be ex-
pected to push through changes that
would seriously damage their eco-
nomic prospects. ‘If we put forward as
a solution to climate change some-
thing that involves drastic cuts in
growth or standards of living — it
matters not how justified it is — it sim-

ply won’t be agreed to’, he said. This
is the truth. Profit and unsustainable
living standards come before action
on the environment on imperialism’s
agenda.

The annual Climate Change Con-
vention takes place in February and
the key question is supposed to be
what concentration of carbon dioxide
could be reached ‘without a dangerous
rise in temperature’, The current EU
estimate is twice the pre-industrial
level. This it believes would lead to a
maximum global temperature rise of 2
degrees centigrade. But this is still an
enormous rise, and it reflects only the
short-term eflect. Sea levels will rise
for 300 years even if carbon emissions
ceased now. This is all in the name of
profit. Only with the destruction of
imperialism and the building of
socialism, a society that values the
needs of the majority rather than a
small elite, can the environment be
saved from man-made destruction.

* The Independent, 27 December 2004

Capitalism’s car culture

If all cars in Britain in 1998/1999
were lined up nose to tail, they would
go around the world twice. There has
been a decrease in children walking
and cycling to school and an equiva-
lent increase in car journeys. Car
travel accounted for four fifths of the
total distance travelled in Britain in
1999/2001 with 60 to 84 per cent only
having one occupant. Britain has the
lowest cycle use per person in Europe.
~ The Criminal Justice Act 2003
i wide changes to the sen-
0 powm f the courts and

tencing Guidelines
lari £

Environment
Air pollution causes 12-24,000 prema-
ture deaths per year in Britain. It plays
a part in childhood asthma and respira-
tory disease and has been implicated as
one possible contributory factor in
sudden infant death syndrome.

1t is widely agreed that greenhouse
gas emissions must be cut by 60%
by 2050 in order to avoid catastro-
phic climate change. Between 1990
and 2002, greenhouse gas emissions
from British road freight rose 59%.
Road transport causes one fifths of
Britain’s carbon dioxide emissions
and the improvement in fuel effi-
ciency for individual vehicles is
balanced out by the growth in traffic
volume. At the 1997 Kyoto summit,
industrialised countries agreed to cut
overall emissions of carbon dioxide

. by 5% by 2012. The agreement in

Bonn in 2001 by about 180 countries
vill lead to a cut in levels by just 2%.
art of the European Emission
ading Schemc, trade in carbon cred-

s'm.‘bu_y"spare’ emission
X otherbigger companies

ge carbon dioxide em-
nes of carbon dioxide

Public transport

Public transport fares in Britain are
the third most expensive in Europe
and the bus services in Britain receive
less government subsidy than in any
other country in the EU. With respect
to fatalities per passenger kilometre,
buses, coaches and trains in Britain
are seven times safer than cars.

A double-decker bus carries the
same number of people as 20 fully
laden cars and a double track urban
railway can move 30,000 people per
hour in each direction compared to a
two-lane road which can only move
3,000-6,000 people per hour in each
direction. Bus mileage in London is
currently higher than at any time since
1960s and the growth in London,
Brighton, York and Southend has
masked falls elsewhere. Figures for
Britain show that 89% of British house-
holds have a bus stop within six min-
utes walk of their home and half the
British population are within 30 min-
utes walk of a train station. However,
in 1998/99 52% of households had
access only to one bus per hour and
ten per cent have no daily service.

The real cost of motoring has stayed
the same since 1975 while the real cost
of public transport has risen by 50-80
per cent. In capitalism’s endless need
to search for more profits, satisfying
the multinationals which dominate the
oil, car and road lobbies is more im-

portant than people’s health and safety.

Hannah Caller



House of Lords judgment
Nine men who had been detained
without trial in British prisons and
mental institutions since shortly after
the passing of the Anti-Terrorism,
Crime and Security Act (ATCSA)
2001 contested the lawfulness of their
detention. They had lost previous
legal challenges, so appealed to the
Lords for a definitive ruling.

Britain is a signatory to the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR). Article 5 of the Convention
forbids detention without trial, while
Article 15 allows signatory states to
opt out of certain of its other provi-
sions in very specific emergency cir-
cumstances. These were defined in a
1969 ruling as there being an ‘actual
or imminent’ public emergency,
threatening ‘the whole nation’ and the
‘continuance of the organised life of
the community’, for which ‘normal
measures or restrictions...are plainly
inadequate’.  Following the 11
September 2001 New York attacks,
the British government claimed that it
faced such an emergency. It therefore
derogated from Article 5 of the
Convention, in order to give itself the
power to imprison indefinitely sus-
pected terrorists against whom there
was intelligence information, but
insufficient actual evidence to bring
any kind of criminal prosecution.

The House of Lords was told that
there was no evidence of ‘a real and
imminent danger to public safety’ in
Britain, and that no other country in
Europe, including Spain, which suf-
fered a major terrorist attack in
Madrid in March 2004, had consid-
ered it needed to opt out of Article 5 in
the wake of 11 September 2001.

The judgment focuses in particular
on the government’s discriminatory
and irrational decision to apply indefi-

Confident
Communities in a
Secure Britain -
July 2004 - main
measures

® Fixed penalty notices for
increased range of minor
- crimes, including under-age
 drinking, petty theft, shoplift-

~ ing and misuse of fireworks
® ASBOs to be processed
- within hours, less restriction
~ on media reporting of those
who break them, specialist
-social behaviour courts

Labour tramples
on human rights

nite detention only to foreign nation-
als, while British citizens deemed to
be *suspected terrorists’ continued to
be dealt with only under the Terrorism
Act (TA) 2000. Though massively
draconian in itself the TA does not
allow for indefinite imprisonment
without charge.

Furthermore, under the ATCSA
powers, foreign nationals detained as
‘suspected terrorists’ could be re-
leased if they agreed to be deported.
One of the first men to be detained did
this. That the remainder did not do so,
indicated to the Lords just how
strongly they feared torture if they
returned to the countries from which
they had sought asylum in Britain. Yet
if their intemational terrorist potential
was so great that it justified their
indefinite imprisonment, surely it
would have been highly irresponsible
for the British government simply to
allow them to leave, thus potentially
endangering the citizens of other
nations?

The House of Lords ruled that the
derogation from Article 5 should be
quashed and the relevant section of
ATCSA declared incompatible with
Articles 5 and 14 (discrimination) of
the ECHR. The judgment consists of
the opinions of nine Law Lords, one
of whom, Lord Hoffman, makes it
clear that in criticising the discrimina-
tory nature of ATCSA, he ‘would not
like to give the impression that all that
was necessary was to extend the
power to United Kingdom citizens as
well.” He concludes that ‘The real
threat to the life of the nation...comes
not from terrorism but from laws such
as these.’

European rights and British
wrongs

Britain was one of the first signatories
to the post-Second World War Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights,
but it was not until the Human Rights
Act (HRA) came into force in 2000
that the rights enshrined in the
Convention became part of British
domestic law. Prior to then anyone
who wanted to complain that the gov-
emment had infringed the rights set
out in the ECHR had to take their case
to the European Court.

The implementation of the HRA
means that Jaws passed and decisions
made in Britain have to be compatible
with the ECHR and breaches of it can
be ruled unlawful without the need to
go to Strasbourg.

Already incensed at the many times
Britain had been found guilty by the
European Court of violating the rights
of prisoners, subjecting poll tax non-
payers to unfair (rials and torturing
Irish people, the Tory Party, Daily
Mail, Sun et al opposed this further
‘European interference’ in British
affairs. Indeed, although it was
Labour that brought in the HRA, it has
turned into a millstone around Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s neck and he has
uoted as wishing he could opt

3 (prevention of torture)

On 15 December 2004 Labour Home Secretary David Blunkett resigned, following an
investigation into the allegation he had fast-tracked a visa application for his rparried
lover’s nanny. He thus missed having to comment on the House of Lords ruling the
following day that indefinite detention of suspected terrorists under his Anti-Terrorism,

Crime and Security Act was discriminatory, disproportionate and incompatible with thg Human
Rights Act. This judgment was a blow to Labour; however, with or without Blunkett as its front-
man, the government will continue to pursue a vicious authoritarian agenda, trampling on human
and civil rights, and has already set about finding new measures to compensate for this setback,

NICKI JAMESON reports.

Demonstration against detention without trial outside the Royal Courts of Justice

als and discrimination, and it protects
freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion or conscience, freedom of assem-
bly, the right to marry and the right to
family life. As imperialism moves
deeper into crisis and the ‘dictatorship
of the bourgeoisic’ becomes more
overt, these protections are now com-
ing under attack, with the more viru-
lent section of the middle class appar-
ently happy to sacrifice its own demo-
cratic rights and freedoms in order to
defend its privilege.

Rolling back rights - whose
law and order?

The ATCSA detainees’ lawyers drew
not only on the ECHR, but on what
Lord Bingham describes as ‘the long
libertarian tradition of English law,
dating back to chapter 39 of the
Magna Cara ]215, given effect in the
ancient remedy of habeas corpus,
declared in the Petitions of Right
1628, upheld in a series ol landmark
decisions down the cenluries and
embodied in the substance and proce-
dure of the law to our own day.’

Laws in any state are made by those
in power and are designed to preserve
the status quo, We live in an unequal
society and our laws are designed (o
keep the rich rich and the poor poor.
‘Equality before the law’ is essentially
a myth. However, the development of
law over the centuries since (he

‘Magna Carta, as the bourgeoisie grad-

ually tc ower away from the

some fundamental rights. These have
been to the advantage of the working
class as well as to that of the bour-
geoisie.

Such reforms are now under attack,
in particular those implemented in
response to the mass movements of
the post-war period. In July 2004 the
Home Office launched a five-year
strategic plan entitled Confident
Communities in a Secure Britain.
Blair announced that it marked the
end of ‘the 1960s social-liberal con-
sensus on law and order’ that had
enabled some to take ‘freedom with-
out responsibility’, The results of this
‘consensus’ he is so quick to dismiss
include the abolition of the death
penalty, outlawing of race and sex
discrimination, legalisation of abor-
tion and decriminalisation of homo-
sexuality.

Destroying society - policing
the crisis

Over the past 25 years, since Con-
servative leader Margaret Thatcher
came to power, there has been a mas-
sive shift away from a society in
which a sizeable section of the work-
ing class could rely on lifelong
employment, affordable housing and
welfare provision. Public services
have been privatised and are un-
ashamedly run for profit; large sec-
tions of manufacturing industry have
been destroyed; trade union member-
ship and organisation are now largely
the domain of white-collar workers;
council housing has been sold ofT; free
health and education progressively

“ run down,

This onslaught on previously rela-
tively stable working class communi-
ties has resulted in unprecedented
levels of alienation, poverty, crime,
vandalism, family breakdown and
drug abuse.

Fear of the worsening of the situa-
tion means the government is able to
win popular support for draconian
policing measures. The real reasons
such measures are so vital to the state
is that they assist in the preservation
of inequality, shield the middle class
from having to deal with the uglier
face of a divided society, and ensure
that any resistance from the oppressed
can be easily put down. However, if
stated overtly, this reasoning would

clearly be unpopular with working
class voters and further increase thejr
disenchantment. Therefore, the vast
network of repressive laws and pun-
ishments that is being assembled is
%ntmduced under the guise of provid-
Ing assistance equally to everyone,

with particular emphasis on the respite

it offers to beleaguered working class

communities.

All modem repressive states have
used similar tactics to gain the support
of the more privileged section of the
working class.

Firstly, the state and its media create
‘bogeymen’ of various varieties, to
deflect anger away from the real prob-
lems of poverty, inequality and
destruction of services. These can
vary from paedophiles or ‘terrorists’
whose threat is vastly exaggerated in
order to whip up increased fear, to
those who are actually doing no harm,
such as asylum seekers, ‘benefit
cheats’ and teenagers. Camden
Council in north London recently
commissioned a highly subjective
MORI poll of local residents, in which
it listed four types of ‘anti-social
behaviour’ and asked if residents had
witnessed or reported them. The four
types of behaviour were dropping lit-
ter, ‘drunk or rowdy behaviour’,
‘teenagers hanging around® and ‘peo-
ple sleeping rough’. There was no
suggestion that the hypothetical
teenagers or rough-sleepers were actu-
ally doing anything anti-social; it was
their mere existence that residents
were being asked if they had wit-
nessed, and if so reported.

Secondly, and connected to this,
there is a deliberate overlapping
between what are variously labelled as
‘anti-social behaviour’, ‘crime’, ‘dis-
sent’ and ‘terrorism’. So, the impris-
onment of the ATCSA detainees
because ‘they cannot be deported’
becomes “all asylum seckers are ter-
rorists’, while the use of the Anti-
Soeial Behaviour Act 2003 on politi-
cal protesters renders peaceful dissent
‘anti-social’, and the constant inter-



change between different powers to
stop and search under the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and
Terrorism Act 2000 conflates all these
headings and obscures the usc of both
sets of powers as a general means of
harassment of young black and Asian
men in particular.

Thirdly, problems of crime and dis-
order are presented as due, not to
poverty and alienation, but to a lack of
sufficiently strong policing. The state
then offers the possibility of ‘tough’
solutions to this problem. Many work-
mg class people, whether they
actually believe this portrayal of the
problem or not, are understandably
desperate for solutions to crime in their
communities; local newspapers are full
of community campaigns for increase«
policing, more CCTV cameras and
more ASBOs. Anyone who complains
can then be vilified as a ‘liberal’ and
decried as ‘out of touch with reality’.
Civil nghts organisation Liberty
recently felt compelled to apologise to
residents on a Brent estate where it had
taken up a case against the ‘naming and
shaming’ of a group of young men by
the local council.

Fourthly, the government relies on
the oft-repeated myth that *if you are
not doing anything wrong, you have
nothing to fear’. This same nonsensi-
cal mantra has been repeatedly used in
response to crticism that stop-and-
search, omnipresent CCTV, the
removal of the right not to have your
silence when arrested held against you
in court, DNA testing etc are repres-
sive and attack fundamental rights.
Hundreds of well-known wrongful
convictions give the lie to this; not to

mention the thousands about which
we know nothing. This same nonsense
1s currently being parroted in relation
to the introduction of ID cards, facial
mapping and a database that will track
every child.

Good riddance to Blunkett
David Blunkett became Home Secre-
tary in 2001. His predecessor, Jack
Straw, appeared until then 1o have
been the most authoritarian and right-
wing Home Secretary in living mem-
ory, outdoing cumrent Tory leader
Michael Howard, who previously
appeared to have been the most dra-
conian incumbent of the post
Blunkett’s ‘achievements’ in office
under the joint pretexts of fighting
international terrorism and preventing
domestic crime and disorder include:
® Anti-Social Behaviour Orders —
widespread and growing use, both
against individuals and covering
whole areas, where groups can be
dispersed and a 9pm curfew is in
place for under-16s.
© Enlarged police force, with increas-
ing range of powers at every level,
reaching down to local ‘community
support officers’ and street wardens
who can hand out on-the-spot fines
for offences such as riding a bicycle
on the pavement (£30), being drunk
and disorderly (£40) or buying alco-
hol for a minor (£40).
® Terrorism Act 2000 — 701 arrests
between 11 September 2001 and
December 2004, resulting in just 17
convictions, although hundreds of
people arrested under the pretext of
terrorism were subsequently char-
ged with minor criminal offences or
immigration violations.
® Asylum seekers —repeated atlempts
1o remove welfare benefits, despite
popular opposition and adverse court
rulings, disperse them around the
country and imprison them in vari-
ous types of detention centre.
® Sentencing — longer minimum peri-
ods for life sentence prisoners,
weekend custody, more electronic
tagging. :
® Extradition — one-sided treaty with
the US allowing suspects to be sent
to the US with no proof of any
criminal offence. i
® Prisons — highest ever recorded fig-
ure for imprisonment in England
and Wales — 75,544; nearly 11,000
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under-21-year-olds  in  prison;
17.000 prisoners sharing cells built
for one person; prison places cost-
ing the tax-payer an average of
£37,305 per annum.

As Blunkett left office, ironically
ousted as a result of the sole occasion
on which he had assisted a low-paid
overseas worker to come to this coun-
try, he snivelled that he had been
driven by love. Meanwhile, pro-gov-
emment commentators somewhat
bizarrely lamented the passing of a
champion of the working class. Lab-
our hacks and anonymous ‘friends’
harped on about how gritty, northem,
working class David Blunkett truly
understood the man in the pub and on
the street and could represent their
views in a way that Tony Blair could
only dream of.

Blair’s lack of connection with the
working class is of course not at issue,
so although Blunkett’s claim to cham-
pion the poor is based on a fabric of
lies (see letters page), it is undoubt-
edly true that Labour ministers from
working class backgrounds do play a
vital role for Labour. While Blair
courts business and the middle
classes, Blunkett or Deputy Prime

Under Labour, police are being given
increased powers of repression

Minister John Prescott can speak
directly to the labour aristocracy.

Parliament and the courts

With Blunkett gone and Charles
Clarke only a day in post, it was lefi to
‘Blair’s babe’ junior minister Hazel
Blears to argue weakly against Chan-
nel 4’s Jon Snow, when interviewed as
1o what the government would do now
about the Belmarsh detainees, ‘Parlia-
ment will decide’ she repeated over
and again as Snow equally doggedly

repeated that the Lords are the ‘high-
est courl in the land’ and they have
‘ruled against you®

The Lords had indeed ruled that
Labour’s law was unlawful, that it
should not have been made. But it was
now down to Parliament to unmake
that law. The courts enforce the law
and high courts such as the Lords act
as a watchdog to ensure the laws
passed are compatible with other laws
alrcady in place, and with interna-
tional conventions. Here they found
that the law made by Blunkett was not
compatible. But, unless the detainees’
lawyers make a successful application
under the ancient law of habeas cor-
pus for them to be freed immediately,
they will remain in prison while
Parliament unmakes the unlawful law
and makes a lawful one instead.

On 26 January new Home Secretary
Charles Clarke announced his plans to
replace indefinite detention with ‘con-
trol orders’. These orders, which have
quickly been nicknamed “anti-terrorist
ASBOs’, will be applicable to both
foreign nationals and British citizens,
suspected of terrorism. Clarke descri-
bed ‘a range of controls restricting
movement and association or other
communication with named individu-
als; the imposition of curfews and/or
tagging; and restrictions on access to
telecommunications, the internet and
other technology. At the top end, con-
trol orders would include a require-
ment to remain at their premises.’
These orders are strongly reminiscent
of the banning orders and house arrest
of apartheid South Africa, and ironi-
cally are still likely to require deroga-
tion from part of the ECHR.

During his time in the Home Office

Blunkett repeatedly fell out with the
Jjudiciary, including the Lord Chief
Justice and House of Lords. None of
these institutions are bastions of liber-
alism, but they played the role
assigned to them, scrutinising the law
and government decisions when
requested, and inconveniently told the
Home Secretary that it was unlawful
to starve asylum seekers and incom-
patible with the ECHR for him to
retain personal control over the re-
lease dates of prisoners. His response
1o the latter ruling (again by the House
of Lords) was that ‘life means life’
and, as he could not retain control
over when life sentence prisoners who
had completed their ‘tariff” (minimum
period) should be released, he would
indeed change the law, forcing judges
to impose longer tariffs in the first
place.

Announcing the ‘control orders’,
Clarke made his stance clear as to who
should wield the power to detain: ‘I
believe that this is a proper Executive
responsibility that should be borne by
the Executive — in this case, by the
Home Secretary — and not by the
courts’.

The future

The Queen’s speech at the opening of
Parliament on 26 November 2004
announced 30 bills and draft bills,
some proposed in the Confident
Communities plan in July, and others,
such as ID cards, which had been
touted around for several years.

The Identity Cards Bill will create a
national register and powers for com-
pulsory ID cards; passports and driv-
ing licences to include fingerprints
within five years. Other bills in the
pipeline include: a Higher Education
Bill — introducing £3,000 top-up fees;
the Criminal Defence Service Bill,
which will cut legal aid spending and
reduce defendants’ access to legal rep-
resentation, and yet another Immigra-
tion and Asylum Bill. This will give
asylum seekers only one chance 1o
appeal; families will have benefits
stopped if their claims fail; children
from these families will be taken into
care, and asylum seekers can be
forcibly returned to ‘*safe’ countries if
they have already lodged claims there.

In addition, the government an-
nounced the setting up of the Serious

Brian Haw has held a picket against the war In Iraq for the last three years. A new law is
being introduced to prevent his demonstration outside Parliament

Organised Crime Agency, a sort of
British FBI, compulsory drug testing
of people arrested and ‘ further legisla-
tion to tackle anti-social behaviour’.

Also on the way are plans to
imprison people considered to have
‘dangerous and severe personality dis-
orders’, whether or not they have
committed a criminal offence, while
the ‘extended sentences’ and other
provisions which have already been
made law by the Criminal Justice Act
2003 are due to come into force in
April 2005.

Before he left office Blunkett, had
even planned to put a clause into the
Organised Crime Bill which would
have the express purpose of evicting
Brian Haw, who has nrotested outside
Parliament against British warmon-
gering for the past three years. The
clause bans permanent daytime dem-
onstrations and megaphones in Parlia-
ment Square and makes it a criminal
offence to defy the law. Appropriately,
the measure was announced not by
Blunkett but by one-time anti-apart-
heid direct action demonstrator, Peter
Hain, now Leader of the House.

When the emergency
becomes routine

One of the most worrying pieces of
legislation in the pipeline is the barely
discussed Civil Contingencies Bill.
Like the TA and ATCSA, this purports
to be a response to ‘serious threats to
the nation’, be they man-made or nat-
ural, and gives government unprece-
dented power in ‘an emergency’ to
prevent people from leaving or enter-
ing any area, to deploy troops, ban
gatherings, requisition property and
disregard existing legislation.

Local and regional authorities will
be required to draw up detailed plans
for dealing with ‘events’, ‘situations’
and catastrophes’. This will involve
the creation of a new tier of regional
civil defence organisations, described
as ‘resilience bodies’ to co-ordinate
the response on a local and national

level. Regional Co-ordinators will be
assisted by Regional Military Com-
manders, police Chief Constables and
Regional Controllers from a local
council. This group will have colossal
power to impose its will on the region
it oversees. This is a blueprint for mar-
tial law.

A brief glimpse at the British polic-
ing methods employed in the north of
Ireland, or in colonial Hong Kong tells
us that as soon as a police force has
‘emergency powers’ it will not save
them for emergencies, but will use
them routinely. Statewatch magazine
points out that the new law will ‘allow
governments enormous discretion and
allow them to mix ongoing business
in normal times with powers that
are intended to deal with peacetime
emergencies. This new “normality™
could see parts of cities or whole
towns subject to exceptional laws and
controls in the same way that emer-
gency laws have been in place in
Northern Ireland for more than thirty

years’.

The dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie

In the 20th century fascism only arose
when capitalist states could not other-
wise continue in the face of strong,
communist or socialist working class
resistance. However in Britain today,
as indeed in the US, it appears that the
ruling class has concluded that even in
the absence of any such movement,
the level of disintegration and alien-
ation caused by a deregulated econ-
omy and stark inequality is potentially
so great that in itself it poses a serious
danger to the continued operation
of capitalism. It has therefore set
about reversing earlier reforms, con-
fronting such rights as are provided
for under European and British law
and building up a mighty repressive
apparatus. We need to inform our-
selves about this build-up, guard
against complacency and prepare for
the struggle ahead!

Use of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders
against political protesters

e Pro-Palestinian activists outside Caterpillar construction company's
offices In Solihull arrested under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act

® A Rugby man who has campaigned against the council over health
and safety and corruption, was served with an ASBO, which he then
broke, leading to his imprisonment

® Anti-DSEI protesters - two adults and a baby prevented from holding
a banner and handing out leaflsts outside Reed Exhibitions, the
organiser of DSEI (Defence Systems and Equipment International);
the world's largest arms fair, under blanket ASBQ in force in
Richmond town centre

e Anti-McDonalds protesters in Leicester Square, central Londan, dis-
persed using Section 30 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act

® Manchester Victary to the Intifada group threatened by local councll
and police with Imposition of an ASBO. In the event the Public Order
Act was used Instead.

Useful campaigning or informative links:
http://statewatch.org/asbo/ASBOwatch.html.
www.defyid.org.uk

February/March 2005 FIGHT RACISMI FIGHT IMPERIALISMI

©




CUBA AND VENEZUELA

building a new movement in Latin America

On 14 December, Hugo Chavez, President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and
President Fidel Castro of Cuba signed a document to extend and modify the Integral Co-
operation Agreement of 30 October 2000. Beyond the economics, this social programme
sets the basis for continental action, mutual support against imperialism and cooperative
trade between oppressed nations, within the framework of the Bolivarian Alternative for
the Americas (ALBA). JUANJO RIVAS reports.

2005 is the deadline set by the
United States for the implementa-
tion of the neo-liberal Free Trade
Area of the Americas (FTAA) — or
its carbon copies on bilateral and
regional levels. The FTAA aims to
‘denationalise’ the economies of
Latin America, subordinating them
to the dictates of foreign capital. By
their example, Cuba and Venezuela
have put themselves at the head of a
hemispheric movement of resist-
ance to imperialist interests, for the
benefit of the poor and against the
seemingly invincible might of mar-
ket-based solutions.

The Integral Co-operation Agree-
ment commits both countries to:

® open state bank subsidiaries on
each other’s territories;

® encourage the development of joint
cultural projects;

e offer preferential treatment and
facilities for aircraft flying from
one to the other;

® work together to eliminate illiter-
acy and improve health care in
other underdeveloped countries,
using the methods which have
proved so successful in Venezuela;

® climinate non-tariff barriers on all
imports originating from each
other’s countries.

In addition, Cuba:

® offers a guaranteed price for oil
from Venezuela, of at least $27 per
barrel, whatever the volatility of
the market;

® eliminates any restrictions on Ven-
ezuelan state investments;

e offers 2,000 scholarships per year
to Venezuelans for any advanced
studies including scientific re-
search, and as many as necessary
for studies of medicine, for the
next ten years;

Presidents Castro and Chavez

® puarantees to support over 15,000
medical professionals participating
in the Barrio Adentro health mis-
sion in Venezuela;

® makes available the use of its
installations and anti-doping con-
trol equipment to Venezuelan ath-
letes.

In return, the Venezuelan government
will:

® collaborate with Cuba in biodiver-
sity investigation studies;

® develop agreements with the island
in the sphere of telecommunica-
tions, including the use of satel-
lites, air facilities and maritime
transportation;

e fund productive or infrastructral
projects relating to the energy sec-
tor, electricity industry, asphalting
of roads, port development and so
on, as well as scholarships for stud-
ies in the energy sector or any other
of interest to Cuba,

Venezuelan technology in the en-
ergy seclor may prove crucial, as four
new prospects for oil exploration are
to be opened on the north coast of
Cuba. During a five-day trial period
in December 2004, 1,000 tons were
extracted from the submarine soil
with excellent results. The next months
will see the start of ‘experimental pro-
duction’, to be followed by an eval-
uation period, and by 2006 production
should start in earnest; exploration so
far suggests reserves of 100 million
barrels. This, together with the guar-
anteed supply from Venezuela, could
help Cuba to overcome the long-term
energy crisis suffered as a result of
the US blockade and collapse of the
former Soviet bloc. Cuban oil pro-
duction for 2004 was 75,000 barrels
a day.

The ALBA agreement must be
viewed in the context of a broader
attempt to transform Latin American
societies, by making them more just,

educated and participatory, and by
increasing solidarity between them. It
is no coincidence that President Chavez
should have chosen the third Summit
of the Association of Caribbean States
in December 2001 to propose the cre-
ation of the Bolivarian Alternative for
the Americas. It involves several revo-
lutionary, democratic and indigenous
organisations of the Latin American
continent. It rejects the blind market
policies imposed by imperialism and
its financial institutions, setting as its
main target ‘to ensure the elimination
of social inequalities and promote
the quality of the life and effective
participation of the peoples in the
shaping of their own destiny’. ALBA
also encourages economic co-opera-
tion rather than competition between
the nations involved, in order to com-
bat poverty and preserve cultural iden-
tity. Some specific projects include a
continental plan to fight illiteracy, a
Latin American plan providing free
health care and a regional scholarship
plan for those who need them, the
integrated development of communi-
cations and transportation, the cre-
ation of a television network, Telesur,
to disseminate Latin American news,
energy integration through the cre-
ation of Petroamerica and the promo-
tion of culture and identity with par-
ticular respect for indigenous cultures.
It also aims to consolidate regional
blocs to struggle for the democratisa-
tion and transparency of the UN and
its agencies.

These demands cannot be met
under capitalist rule, but will bring the
oppressed people of Latin America to
take an active part in creating their
own history, to achieve their ‘second
and genuine independence’. Bolivar-
ianism represents the struggle for
social transformation and a serious
challenge to imperialist domination. It
is the spreading of the Cuban ‘Battle
of Ideas’ and the Venezuelan ‘Bolivar-
ian Circles’ to the hemispheric level,
putting the working class at the front
of the movement as active and politi-
cally educated leaders, rather than
passive victims of their fate. As a
Venezuelan woman who was taught to
read and write thanks to this pro-
gramme put it, ‘If the Revolution is
lifting me out of ignorance, then [ am
arevolutionary’, |

y James Cason, sported a calculated

 Insult o the Cuban people In the guise of s

lights. These featured an lllumi-
talning the number 75 — a
the US-sponsored sples and
ed by the Cuban government
response, the Cubans placed
billboards outside the bullding, with
‘ of tortured Iraqi prisoners at
stikas and pictures of
 detainees — a stark reminder of
human rights abuses of Imperi-
young Cubans held a 'tri-
outslde the US Interests

Help without fanfare after
the tsunami

0n 9 January, a brigade of 24 Cuban special-
Ists arrived in Galle, a pravince In the south of
Sl Lanka severely affected by the tsunami
which devastated large swathes of the coast
of southeast Asla on 26 December. It is stil
not known however many of the areas
80,000 Inhabitants were Killed in the tsunami
and [ts aftermath. The mortality rate contin-
ues to rise. The Cuban brigade consists of 16
doclors, two nurses, two hyglene technicians,
three techniclans from  Labiofam (Cuban
pharmaceutical laboratories) and one electri-
cal engineer In charge of an electrical plant,
The Cuban team have already attended thou-
sands of patients and have been counting on
the voluntary assistance of Sri Lankans who
have graduated as medics in Cuban universi-
ties.

This brigace was not publicly announced
untll 24 January, despite dally reporting on
the disaster and on the International ald
efforts and desplte televised Round Table dis-
cusslon dedicated to the tsunaml. By not
announcing thelr contribulion to the rescue
efforts In the aftermath of the disaster Cuba

“distanced Itself from the hypocritical trum-

pet-blowing of the imperialist countries who
portrayed themselves as saviours whilst
furthering thelr hegemonic agendas of domi-

HB

s, nation,

Resolution 92

Following measures intro-
duced last November in
Cuba to purge the domestic
economy of the US dollar
note (see FRFl 182) a new
law, Resolution 92, reintro-
duces a degree of financial
centralisation to Cuba not
seen since the early days of
the Revolution. HELEN YAFFE
reports from Guba.

Resolution 92 was announced on 29
December 2004, following a two-day
session of the Cuban National As-
sembly in which President Fidel Castro
reported on recent trade agreements
signed between Cuba and China, and
between Cuba and Venezuela. Castro
also reported two other important eco-
nomic projects; investments by a
Canadian firm into nickel production
and the recent discovery of signifi-
cant oil reserves in Cuba. These trade
accomplishments are vital to offset
the effects of the ever-tightening US
blockade and, along with the conver-
sion to peso convertible in the dom-
estic economy, they will significantly
increase the foreign financial flows to
Cuba.

In order to optimise these inflows
and control foreign currency expendi-
ture, Resolution 92 withdraws fin-
ancial autonomy from Cuban entities.
From 1 January and over the next few
months the peso convertible incomes
of all Cuban entities are being frans-
ferred into a single account in the
Gentral Bank. The Bank controls how
these resources are allocated and all
financial transactions will have to be
previously approved, before any serv-
ice is received rather than at the point
of payment. Incomes received as the
Guban dividend in mixed enterprises
and other joint business will also be
deposited in this account.

From 1 February the committee
which is responsible for approving
transactions in foreign currency will
also approve operations in peso con-
vertible. Cuban banks will not process
any transaction in either national or
foreign currency for Cuban entities
which has not been previously autho-
rised by the committee of approval.

The new regulation concludes: ‘The
measures established by this resolu-
tion aim not only to guarantee a more
efficient use of the resources in for-
eign currencies but also to provide
more guarantees to the foreign com-
mitments of Cuban entities.

Resolution 92 is a rational response
to the concrete conditions in which
Cuba is forced to trade; a massively
unequal intemnational market and the
illegal US blockade. Cuba trades with
multinational corporations and other
powerful financial institutions which
have funds larger than some poor
countries; by centralising its financial
resources Cuba will be better able to
respond to rapidly changing condi-
tions and to have a stronger base from
which to negotiate and make invest-
ments vital to the economic and social
well-being of the Revolution. For ex-
ample, the nickel industry is vitally
important to Cuba, but prices in the
international market fluctuate widely,
With concentrated financial funds avail-

able when needed the Cuban govern-
ment can respond intelligently to these

fluctuating conditions. [ ]
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Colombian ruling class
- under US orders

The current aim of the Colombian government is clear: prolong the role
of Colombia as a US client state, prolong the presidency of Uribe, prolong
the attack on the revolutionary opposition. Peace and justice are not on
the agenda, unless it is ‘peace’ brought by the Colombian Army, its
terrorist accomplices in US special forces, independent contractors and
the fascist paramilitary AUC. Any opposition to control of Colombian
assets by private US interests must be destroyed; this is essential in the
case of FARC (the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) and the ELN
(National Liberation Army). ALVARO MICHAELS reports.

On 13 December, Colombian police,
assisted by corrupt Venezuelan na-
tional guards, abducted Ricardo
Granda, foreign minister for FARC,
from Caracas. He was taken to the
Colombian border and detained by
Colombian police. The Venezuelan
government delayed a public response
to consider the implications, before
giving details that included the
£800,000 bribery of security officials.
In September 2004 Interpol - had
rejected a Colombian request (o put
Granda on its international wanted list
because the charges were seen as
political.

On 12 January the Colombian
defence minister tried to cover up,
stating that the arrest took place in
Cucuta, Colombia on 15 December.
Later that day Colombia admitted
paying a bounty for the capture!
Venezuela withdrew its ambassador
from Bogota. President Chavez de-
clared the suspension of business
negotiations between the two coun-
tries ‘until there is redress’ for this
violation of’ Venezuelan sovereignty.

Colombia justified hiring bounty
hunters 1o snatch  ‘state  enemices
abroad’ in a nine-point briefing. It
claimed that Venczuela shelters “ter-
rorists’. Since US funding is nine-
tenths of the law, nothing must stand
in the way of US demands. This ille-
gal and deliberate provocation -
‘divide Colombia and Venezuela and
rule’~ has all the hallmarks of US
direction. Naturally, the US ambassa-
dor in Bogota backed Uribe’s nine
points *100%".

US repression

The US-funded and guided assault
against FARC in southern Colombia
continues. On 13 January, 20 military
personnel were killed when a US-
donated Black Hawk, part of an assault
mission of seven aircraft, crashed near
Manguipayan. As part of ‘Plan
Patriota’, begun in 2004, and intended
to destroy FARC and the ELN, 16,000
troops invaded south east Colombia. In
preparation General James T Hill of
US Southem Command met at least
ten times in Miami and Colombia with
Colombian military leaders. He pro-
posed raising the number of US troops
and private contractors from 400 to
800 and from 400 to 600 respectively.
This was approved in March 2004.
The extermination campaign has been
funded to 2006. Its aim is to push
armed resistance to imperialism to the
Ecuador border, where 21,000 Ecua-
dorian troops are assembled to kill
those trying to cross the border. The
US base at Manta co-ordinates the
strategy in Ecuador.

The declared aim is to eradicate the
narcotics trade. Thousands of hectares
have been poisoned with powerful
herbicides, destroying small farms
and seriously damaging the health of
small farmers and farm workers. In
fact it is the government-aligned AUC
that runs the narcotics trade and pene-
trates and manipulates every level of
government. The AUC’s leader, Man-
cusi, was invited to address Colom-
bia’s The Centaur block of

Ay,

the AUC has begun planting 30,000

hectares with African palm as a
counler-insurgency move on collec-
tive land seized from black communi-
ties in ‘el Choco’. They then received
state credits for planting, The govemn-
ment intends to legalise the past theft
of land from small farmers in regions
such as Catatumbo, Arauca and Uraba
to produce export crops. Monoculture
will be enforced on the land to supply
the US and European markets.
Colombia will become dependent on
US-produced staple products. In fact,
46% of all US non-military aid con-
sists of agricultural surpluses, with the
purpose of destroying domestic sup-
plies and suborning the politics of the
recipient country.

Whilst Uribe hands over senior
prisoners from FARC to US courts on
trumped-up narcotics charges, the US
pardons such Cali cartel figurcheads
as Harvey Weinig, who laundered
S$100m, AUC gangsters on US lists are
not handed over. Uribe has an open
alliance with the AUC to create a
stronger state. AUC “demobilisation”
means a legal wdentity for each mem-
ber, plus a monthly pension for two
years, They retain all arms and uni-
forms. They are being incorporated
into the Colombian army, police, pri-
vale security groups or into paid bands
of civilian informants set up by the
previous President. 4,000 AUC mem-
bers have been transferred in the last
two years, On 17 January a new
mobile brigade was created out of four
counter-guerrilla battalions to defend
electricity and petroleum installations.
30,000 extra troops are planned,

reaching 380,000 police and military

Bush and Uribe

(about two and a half times that of the
British Army and police). In January,
Human Rights Watch in Washington
demanded that foreign donors refuse
to pay Colombia to demobilise the
AUC unless its members are first pun-
ished for past erimes. The World Bank
has already approved $200m to sup-
port Unibe's assault on labour, which
will encourage bosses to employ AUC
thugs without question

Meanwhile the US keeps pressure
on it clients. A declassified 1991 US
Defence Intelligence Report reveals
that US intelligence considered the
then Senator Uribe to be involved in
the narcotics trade and that he partici-
pated in Pablo Escobar’s parliamen-
tary campaigns, Escobar headed the
Medellin cartel. The report also shows
that Uribe attacked all attempts to
extradite Colombian drug trafTickers
to the US. This, in the case of the
AUC, he continues to do. The report
also says that Uribe's father, Alberto
Uribe Sierra, subject to a US drug traf-
ficking warrant, was killed by rival
tralTickers over a $300,000 debt and
not killed by the FARC as the
President regularly claims. Bush paid
a flying visit to Cartagena on 22

November to stress continued support
for Uribe, the only South American
president to send troops to Iraq.

Breaking the US grip

On 1920 November 2004 the
Colombian section of the Congress of
Bolivarian Peoples met in Bogota and
declared its opposition to neo-liberal
globalisation and the purchase of the
most important sectors ol the econ-
omy by multinational corporations, It
denounced ‘Plan Colombia’, the “An-
dean Initiative” and ‘Plan Pucebla
Panama’ as expressions of US imperi-
alism. The second full Congress in
December in Caracas reiterated these
statements, calling for an international
movement within Latin America and
the Caribbean to struggle against US
imperialism and its rejection of inter-
national law and human rights. The
Congress supports the Social Charter
presented by Venezuela to the Org-
anisation ol American Slates and the
creation of a new South American
Union of Nations.

Operation Dragon
The heroic fight of Colombian labour,
subject to continuous assassinations,

El Alto residents celebrate the government U-turn which forced the cancellati

W St

on of the privatised water contract

Bolivia: ‘They are not allowing me to govern’ — President Mesa
Massive political protests closed two of the biggest cities, Santa Cruz and El Alo, the sprawling working class sateliite of La Paz, on

owned power company is the next target for the opposition.

e A

30 December, President Mesa's government provoked the protests by raising diesel and petrol prices by 23% and 10% respectively.
Demanding full nationalisation of the country’s raw materials, oil, gas, and water, Santa Cruz farmers staged hunger strikes and sit-
ins in government offices. To end street blockades and to re-open the route to La Paz's airport the state said it would scrap the pri-
vate management of the EI Alto water supply by France’s Suez corporation and reduce fuel price rises by 6%. Many warkers have
‘water for ten years and connection charges in El Alto cost about six months’ wages for poor workers. The Spanish-

can be seen in disputes with Coca-
Cola. On 27 March 2004, Sinaltrainal,
the union in the Coca-Cola bottling
plants, announced the suspension ol a
hunger strike against the killing and
intimidation of union members. The
hunger strike had lasted for 276 hours.
Agreements had been reached with
the company’s Colombian president
Jaramillo which allowed for a further
delegate meeting on 2 April 2005
from all the plants involved and a
promise of no reprisals against hunger
strikers and removal of sanctions
against them. There would be two
weeks' paid leave and medical treat-
ment for the hunger strikers so they
could recover, plus publication of a
notice in a national daily newspaper
demanding that the protesters’ claims
and the lives of the workers be
respected. Sinaltrainal thanked the
many labour and international solidar-
ity groups that had supported the
hunger strikers. Opposing the workers
we find Ulster Unionist leader David
Trimble who, at the First International
Conference of Terror Victims, held in
Madrid on 27 January 2004, backed
Colombian vice president Francisco
Santos. Trimble said, *One of the great
curses of this world is the human
rights industry... They justify terrorist
acts and end up being complicit in the
murder of innocent victims'.

The Colombian state has prepared
Operation Dragon directed against the
trades union Sintraemcali and its
allies. According to a Colonel Villate,
who has been detained by the
Attorney General, the paramilitaries
and military, with full knowledge of
the Interior Ministry, devised this
plan. Documents found in Cali and
Medellin exposed a hideous plot to
assassinate up to 80 opposition acti-
vists and politicians. The documents
revealed the complicity of the Military
Intelligence Organisation, the Cah
Metropolitan Police and the Ministry
of the Interior, Central to the plan was
the assassination of the leadership of
Sintracmcali. Intelligence gathering
had been commissioned by  their
employers at Emcali and by the
Superintendent of Public Services.

State economic policy

Presidente Uribe's government priva-
tised important companies such as
Telecom, national radio, television
organisation Inravision and the Agri-
cultural Credit Savings bank, weak-
ened social expenditures of the
National ~ Petroleum  Corporation
Ecopetrol and undermined the Nation-
al Institute of Social Security and 130
other economic organisations.

The signing of a Free Trade Agree-
ment by Colombia with the US will
ruin fishing and what remains of
national industry. It will remove work-
ers’ access to health, education and
other public services. Colombia’s bio-
diversity, water and all natural re-
sources are to be privatised. lts indige-
nous cultures are being destroyed. La
Contralorla (Colombia’s equivalent to
the National Audit Office), reported
that official poverty increased from
55% in 2002 to 64% in 2003. Some
20% are in absolute poverty. In May
2004 the United Nations described
Colombia as the western hemisphere’s
worst ‘humanitarian situation’. Three
million people have been forced from
their homes over the last 10 years.
Two million people are internally dis-
placed by counter-revolutionary ter-
ror, This reserve army of labour holds
the aspirations of all other workers in
check.

A 2004 referendum to extend
Uribe’s term of office was defeated
and he turned to an ever-anxious bour-
geois Congress to force through a
change in the law. Legal opposition
against him is now centred upon the
forthcoming presidential election. The
last, in 2002, was extremely violent,
with AUC terrorists manning voting
stations, forcing voters to mark votes
as instructed. The same can be
expected this time.
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‘ Zlife and death struggle that was going
on in Sc i y

‘Anti-Apartheid

a study in opportunism

Anti-Apartheid. A history of the move-
ment in Britain. A study in pressure
group politics.

Roger Fieldhouse. The Merlin Press,
ISBN 085036549X, 2005, 546pp, £20

ieldhouse recounts: on 1 Janu-

ary 1960 a special Cabinet

Committee chaired by Prime

Minister Harold Macmillan

and attended by the Secretary
of State for Commonwealth Relations
(the Earl of Home), the Secretary of
State for the Colonies (lan Macleod),
the President of the Board of Trade
(Reginald Maudling), the Minister of
Labour (Edward Heath), met to dis-
cuss the newly-formed British Boy-
cott Movement which had declared its
intention to build a consumer boycott
of South African goods. Despite the
fact that the Labour Party and TUC
had publicly announced their support,
the Tory government was reassured
to hear from Heath that the TUC had
privately told him that they had no
intention of calling for industrial
action. On this basis the Commitiee
concluded that the campaign posed no
real threat. The TUC’s assurance and
a private word in Lord Home’s ear
from one of the campaign’s founders
led the government to tell the South
Africans that the boycott was ‘no
more than an irresponsible political
manoeuvre’.

Already, in 1960, this infant Anti-
Apartheid Movement had sealed its
alliance with the British labour aris-
tocracy and set the tone of the cam-
paign for the next 30 years: British
imperialism’s boat would not be
rocked.

Roger Fieldhouse has written an
exhaustive, and exhausting, account
of the British Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment (AAM), examining its archives,
interviewing some of its officers and
activists, reviewing its relationships
with the liberation movements, politi-
cal parties and the British govemn-
ment. The book examines the minu-
tiae of letter-writing, meetings held
with ministers, junior ministers, civil
servants over more than 30 years. It
ends up as an apologia for a move-
ment that prided itself on its moral,
liberal stance, but in practice betrayed
its cause, censored and alienated its
supporters and covered up for the
world’s most ardent apartheid prop —
British imperialism.

There is no sense in this book of the

dy of the
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are brutally resisting change?’ Labour
won the general election in 1964, and
Wilson found no difficulty in continu-
ing both trade and the ‘bloody traffic’
of weapons to the apartheid regime.
Labour Ministers like Barbara Castle
and David Ennals had been in the
AAM leadership, only to ditch all pre-
tence of action when in power. By
1976, with the next Labour govern-
ment in power, Britain was South
Africa’s biggest export market with
23% of apartheid’s exports coming to
the UK. It was not just that successive
Labour governments failed to act
against apartheid, they invariably
played an active role in supporting the
regime. On every possible occasion
when a vote arose at the UN either
proposing sanctions against South
Africa or opposing its illegal occupa-
tion of Namibia, the British govern-
ment, Labour or Tory, used its power
of veto.

When the Tories were in power, the
AAM made great efforts to influence
the government. During the Thatcher
years their correspondence was an-
swered by under-secretaries and their
representations met with  studied
insults.

Did any of this cause the AAM to
review its role? Not a bit. It even per-
formed somersaults to keep its uncriti-
cal fellow travellers in the Communist
Party of Great Britain off its platforms
in order not to offend its Labour Party
allies. It would happily welcome any
renegade Tory or Labour MP regard-
less of their parties’ support for apart-
heid (see pp216ff). Plus ¢a change:
ih_&-‘l,p—callcd Stop the War campaign
of today does very little to stop the
war in Iraq but is committed to giving
any Parliamentarian a voice. What
neither the AAM nor today’s Stop the

War campaign will ever do is really
challenge British imperialism

Fieldhouse argues that Thatcher
was opposed to apartheid but simply
disagreed on the question of how best
to defeat it. It takes a curious sorl of
political tunnel-vision to suggest that
Thatcher’s constructive engagement
policy was anything other than a ploy
to continue British imperialism’s sup-
port for the apartheid regime. She had
proclaimed, after the 1985 Common-
wealth Summit in Nassau, that she had
conceded only a ‘tiny little bit’ to pres-
sure from the Commonwealth and
argued that sanctions would harm the
black majority. At the time Britain
headed the league table of foreign
investors in South Africa, with £12
billion invested. Winnie Mandela
responded in the only fashion possi-
ble: ‘We regard it as complete racism
that she should think for us’. It is a
great pity that Professor Fieldhouse
and sections of the AAM did not share
this view.

Fieldhouse does not hesitate to dish
dirt on behalf of the AAM. For ten
years from 1982 the RCG was cen-
trally involved in City of London
Anti-Apartheid Group (City AA)
which built a vibrant campaign
against apartheid, centred on protests
outside the South African Embassy in
Trafalgar Square. City AA directly
involved hundreds of young people,
of all backgrounds, races and creeds in
solidarity with the liberation struggle
in South Africa. It held two non-stop
pickets of the embassy (one lasting 86
days, another lasting almost four
years) calling for the release of all
political prisoners in apartheid gaols.
It held regular protests, mobilised the
support of all sections of society
(including MPs and councillors), but
made no concessions to British impe-
rialism whatsoever. It operated in a
completely democratic fashion: all
participating organisations and indi-
viduals were free to speak on its plat-
forms; all participants could distribute
and sell literature; all its members
were encouraged to attend and partici-
pate in its meetings which were held
weekly. It gave active support to all
the liberation movements without dis-
tinction: the African National Congress
(ANC), - Pan-Afficanist - Congress,
Black Consciousness Movement, and
indeed any forces fighting apartheid.

When City AA was started by
myself, Norma Kitson, wife of South
African political prisoner David

- Kitson, and their children Steven and

Amandla, the work of the AAM in
London was moribund. Norma was
pirational in this work. She had
previous decade trying to get

done for the prisoners and
he had done the rounds of
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RCG comrades on the march against apartheid

segregated by race and David Kitson
was one of these prisoners. Black
political prisoners were mostly kept
on Robben Island. Before the picket
had even begun the AAM was circu-
lating rumours that Norma was only
acting in solidarity with white prison-
ers — a ludicrous accusation. This was
the AAM that could not generate
enough enthusiasm to hold a London
committee meeting. Norma did more
to educate thousands of young people
about the realities of life under apart-
heid, the names of all the prisoners
and the history of the liberation strug-
gle, than any of the AAM’s paper
pushers and timekeepers ever did. The
picket was successful: afier 86 days
and nights, the prisoners were moved.
But the AAM’s hostility to City AA
had only just begun.

Fieldhouse gives a garbled account
of the events that followed which
resulted in City AA’s disaffiliation,
nodding only occasionally in the
direction of the truth, that City AA
built a campaign involving thousands,
and built a worldwide reputation
through its four-year-long non-stop
picket. Fieldhouse accuses the RCG
of using ‘Trotskyist entry tactics’ — the
sort of ignorant abuse that the AAM
dished out. The RCG is not Trotskyist
and was openly and legitimately affili-
ated to the AAM.

Fieldhouse’s account is also mealy-
mouthed. When David Kitson was
released from gaol after serving his 20
year sentence, the ANC tried to force
him to condemn Norma and City AA.
He is an honest man and he refused.
As a result his ANC membership was
suspended (along with Norma’s) and
the funding for his job at Ruskin
College — his only income after 20
years in prison — was withdrawn by
the trade union TASS (led by Ken Gill
of the CPGB). Fieldhouse uses these
events to illustrate ‘the symbiotic rela-
tionship’ between the AAM, the ANC
and a sympathetic British trade union.
He describes the affair as ‘unedify-
ing’, when any honest person would
be revolted by the double-dealing, dis-

- honesty and treachery that under-

pinned the whole affair.

Any normal standards of journalism
or academic history would demand
that, before accusations are made in
print, some attempt' be made to check

- the truth or investigate the standpoint

of the accused. Fieldhouse didn’t

~ bother, No one associated with the

"RCG or City AA was interviewed
before Fieldhouse assembled his

- ‘facts’. This is how the lies of the past

are exhumed and given the badge of

) history. Fieldhouse accuses City AA
of assaulting a SWAPO representative

at an AAM AGM when the only peo-
ple assaulted were City AA members.
City AA is accused of being violent,
when it was nothing of the sort. He
even goes so far as to dredge up a
forged press statement attacking
SWAPO in 1989, suggesting it was
issued in revenge against SWAPO.
The press statement was investigated
at the time by City AA and a Guardian
Jjournalist and traced back to the South
African Embassy. Fieldhouse would
not know this: he didn’t ask.

Why was it so important for the
AAM and ANC to undermine City
AA? Why were they so afraid of sup-
porting the anti-racist struggle in
Britain? Why were they opposed to

direct action? Why did they allow the
Labour Party to pretend it was anti-
apartheid, when it was the opposite?
One might be tempted to think it
doesn’t matter; it is all water under the
bridge. But there are two very good
reasons why it does matter. Firstly,
South Africa has achieved a bourgeois
revolution: the black majority have
the vote. But the ANC government
stopped there. The Freedom Charter
was ditched and the mass movement
demobilised as soon as the ANC was
elected. The result, 10 years on, is that
the working class and oppressed still
live in squalid squatter camps and
townships on the edges of cities, the
rural poor languish without land, the
working class toils while the black
and white elites protect their privi-
leges in gated communities behind
high fences. Millions have been con-
signed to death by the AIDS pan-
demic, unchecked because of the pre-
Jjudices of Thabo Mbeki. The South
African Communist Party plays lick-
spittle and settles its comfortable bum
in the back seat of bourgeois rule. This
is the measure of what the ANC and
the AAM have achieved. Because of
movements like the AAM, the Labour
Party and its wealth of hacks remain
in place to administer British imperi-
alism and betray the working class in
the 2lst century, time and again,
Because of the AAM, we know what
opportunism looks like.

The second reason why this history
is important is that we saw the power
of the working class in Soweto in
1976 and in the uprisings of the 1980s.
In our own way, fighting apartheid in
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group
we learned the lessons of struggle. It is
in our consciousness for the future
when the working class is conscious
of its destiny again. We know what
revolution can look like. Fieldhouge
can have the AAM, we prefer life,

Carol Brickley, formerly convenoy of

City of London Anti-Apartheid Group




Damning inquest verdict into
death of Sarah Campbell

On 25 January 2005, an inquest jury at Warrington,
Cheshire, delivered a scathing verdict on the death of Sarah
Campbell, who died in Styal Prison, aged 18, on the first day
of her sentence on 18 January 2003. The jury concluded
that the prison had failed in its ‘duty of care’ towards Sarah
and listed a catalogue of specific failings that had
contributed towards this. ERIC ALLISON reports.

arah was known to be ‘at

risk’ when she entered Styal,

following her conviction for

manslaughter at Mold Crown

Court. The prison could
hardly have been unaware of her vul-
nerability, given that, during an earlier
period during which she was re-
manded in custody, Sarah had self-
harmed some 30 times. Indeed, a com-
munity psychiatric liaison officer at
the court was so convinced that Sarah
would attempt to take her own life in
prison, he telephoned, wrote and faxed
Styal, to warn them.

When Sarah arrived at Styal on 17
January 2003 the prison had experi-
enced two recent deaths of women.
(And a further three were to follow, in
a 14-month period.) It would be imag-
ined therefore, that prison staff would
have been alert to the danger. If they
were, then they expressed their con-
cern in a callous, inhuman manner.

Because she had pleaded guilty,
Sarah perceived herself to be in dan-
ger from another prisoner. She asked
to go on protection in Butler House,
the prison’s vulnerable prisoners’ wing.
Instead, they put her down the block.
(And 1 do not go along with, ‘segrega-
tion unit’ any more than I go along
with, ‘care and control area’, or what-
ever namespin they want to put on
their wretched prisons within prisons.)
They also opened up a 2052SH Form
(self-harm log) on her. Incredibly,
somebody wrote on the card outside
her cell, ‘R53’, meaning Rule 53 — in
other words, awaiting adjudication.

The following moming, Sarah was
observed and logged ‘acting strangely
and bizarrely’. Help should have been
at hand, in the guise of the then
Deputy Governor at Styal, Mrs Jean
Craven, who had taken adjudications
that morning. She offered to take
Sarah’s lunch into her, and presum-

ably fulfil her role as duty governor,
checking on the welfare of an at risk
prisoner who had been put down the
block.

In evidence, Mrs Craven admitted
that she did not see Sarah’s face dur-
ing the visit, only her back, nor did
she bother to read the 2052SH Form
which explained how vulnerable the
18-year-old was.

Later that day, Sarah was found,
choking in her own blood and vomit,
having ingested a huge quantity of
prescribed medicine. The jury heard
that there was a delay of between 20
and 40 minutes in calling an ambu-
lance. (There was some debate as to
whose responsibility that was.)

Professor Alexander Forrest, one
of the country’s leading experts on
toxicology, said in evidence that
‘Sarah could have taken some of the
tablets on the Saturday morning’. Gov-
ernor Craven ‘saw’ Sarah at lunchtime.
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Ronnie Easterbrook

The last FRFI Prisoners Fightback page featured the brutality that goes on in British prisons’ segre-
gation units. Alan Porter wrote to us from Frankland prison about 73-year-old Ronnie Easterbrook,
who had been moved between the ‘health care’ unit and segregation unit so many times he had
refused to leave the seg unit again. Ronnie was convicted in 1988 of the attempted murder of a
policeman during an armed robbery that was set up by the police and a TV programme and in which
the only person who died was his fellow would-be robber who was shot dead by the police. He has
campaigned relentlessly since then for his conviction to be overturned, refusing to become involved
in applications for parole or early release. Ronnie writes:

fter some months in the

health care here I was put

down the seg for refusing

to go on ‘normal location’,

since I’m not a normal pris-

oner. It is now on my record that I am
and have been held illegally — though
an official at Whitemoor referred to it
as ‘held in the interests of the state’.
Aﬁer four days in lhe 3

use the phone, and here the shower is
only two paces away.

I still get asked to move but I got
sick to death of their games. They
know full well I am held illegally; it
was actually admitted in the doctor’s
office at Whitemoor, yet still they try
to break me down to conform (surren-
der to unremitting perseculion)‘ and
people still wonder how guards in the

cconcentration camps could throw peo-
plc in furnaces. It’s very simple, the
: cgmmand, mh_mdmdual

ago due to muscular degeneration as
a result of these intermittent hunger
strikes for my rights, so I have rec-
ently increased my vilamins intake,
expensive in here, but I don’t want
food in disguise. Dying at 73 is no big
deal but infirmity is another thing
altogether.

They say I am strong-willed, yet
being right, even when one can prove
it, as [ can, is just a state of mind. If
one had no principles it would be dif-
ficult, perhaps impossible, to carry on,
but as I have always had good princi-
ples there is no question that I would
ever accepl the burden a corrupt state

i and judiciary have placed upon me.

Thank you for continuing to send
mire the strength of

1d that seems 1o be slip-
y towards a disaster yet
e fglly .visible; but m_1e
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Sarah's mother, Pauline Campbell

Of all the evidence I heard during
the inquest, nothing enraged me more
than that of the then ‘suicide preven-
tion co-ordinator’ (a decent woman,
according to ex-Styal prisoners, I have
spoken to). She was asked by a juror
(and this, apparently working class,

Jury asked some of the most searching
questions an inquest will ever have
heard), about the ‘attitude’ of staff,
towards the problem of self harm in
prison. She replied that, ‘Some staff
thought, “If someone wants to commit
suicide, what right have we got to stop
them?” What about your Duty of
Care, for starters, you unnamed staff?

It would be some consolation to
the mother and friends of Sarah
Campbell, and to the relatives of those
prisoners who died before and after
her, if lessons were to be learnt from
the deaths. Judging by the flood of
vulnerable people, men and women,
who continue to pour into our prisons,
I am not about to hold my breath in
anticipation of a change of policy or
practice.

Sarah Campbell had been con-
victed of a serious offence. She was a
heroin addict, with a history of psy-
chological problems. She took part in
a criminal enterprise in which a man,
who was going about his business,
was aggressively verbally entreated to
give her and her friend money, for
heroin. The man suffered a heart
attack and died. That was a tragedy
for his family and a dreadful sign of
the times. What happens to prisoners,
when they are treated in a callous and
inhumane manner is a tragedy for
the whole of society. Such treatment
betrays the memory of victims, past,
present and future.
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Britain show thelr solldarity.

Far over four years Turkish political prisoners have been engaged in an unremitting
struggle against the state's moves to isolate them and destroy their ability to
continue political organisation and education when they are Incarcerated. This
struggle has claimed the lives of 145 prisoners, with many more seriously injured
by physical brutality or irreversibly damaged by hunger strikes. The Turkish
government is now attempting to pass a new law to compel political prisoners to
wear a speclal uniform. The prisoners see this as an attempt to humiliate and
criminalise them and will resist it. The campaign continues! Here supporters in
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Screws to get new
weapons

At Pentonville and Ranby prisons,
prison staff are carrying out a trial
of new, ‘modern’ batons that ex-
tend from five to 18 inches in
length, as opposed to the current
eight-inch truncheons with which
they are routinely armed,

Also in the pipeline is the is-
suing of synthetic pepper spray
to ‘Control and Restraint' riot
squads. A Prison Officers Associ-
ation National Executive member
apparently told The Times that the
spray wlill ‘only ever be Issued in
the most serious incidents such as

a Strangeways riot situation..

New sentencing measures

The overhaul of sentencing made
law by the Criminal Justice Act
2003 is due to come into force in
April. From then, anyone convicted
of a non-violent crime and sen-
tenced to between one and ten
years will automatically be re-
leased at the half-way point. This
widely publicised element of the
package Is its only positive feature.
However those released in this
way will then be on licence for all
the remaining time of their sen-
tence, not just until the three-quar-
ters point as previously. For every-
one else the picture is bleaker, with
a range of discretionary life sen-
tences and ‘sentences for public
protection' meaning that anyone
the courts perceive to be danger-
ous will be sentenced to an inde-
terminate period in prison with a
specified minimum but no speci-
fied maximum period.
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Manchester

The Manchester picket of Marks
and Spencer has experienced a
sustained attack at the hands of
the Manchester police over the
last two months, aided and abet-
ted by a gang of Zionists.

In FRFI 182, we reported
that Manchester Chief Constable
Michael Todd had used Section
14 of the 1986 Public Order Act
banning us from picketing M&S
between 29 November and 3
January. The letter ordered us to
confine our protest to the Peace
Gardens half a mile away be-
tween 12pm and 3pm and to have
no more than 20 participants. This
was not just a ban on the picket:
it was a ban on Manchester Vic-
tory to the Intifada (VTI). When
we picketed the offices of Man-
chester Evening News on Wednes-
day 1 December for their censor-
ship of our letters, the inspector
on duty claimed that we were
breaching the terms of the ban.

The police made no effort to
respond 1o two letters of protest
we sent in the week prior 1o 4
December. On 4 December itself,
nine supporiers were arrested as
a result of the ban and were later
charged under the Public Order
Act. Five were banned from the
city centre during Saturday day-
time until mid-January whilst
three others were initially banned
from the centre altogether. The
following weeks, these support-
ers held successful M&S pickets
in Bolton and Rochdale to help
expand the campaign. Meanwhile
we are challenging the legality of
the ban through a judicial review.

On the first Saturday after the

i

As soon as the police ban ended, pick

ban ended, 8 January, 25 support-
ers returned to Market Street to
claim the right to protest. The
police allowed Zionist thugs
completely free rein to harass,
intimidate and threaten VTI sup-
porters in the hope that they
would provoke the sort of inci-
dent that would allow a total ban
on the picket. Members of the
public reacted strongly against
the intimidation, many deter-
mined to make a point by signing
our petitions and taking leaflets.
The following week, Sergeant
Redfern decided afier lengthy
discussion with two Zionists that
she found our Palestinian flag
‘offensive’ and demanded that
we take it down. When we re-
fused, she seized the bamboo flag
pole and broke it over her knee.
When we brought out another
flagpole, she confiscated that
without any legal authority. The
following week, again following
Zionist complaints, police con-
fiscated two of our placards
which declared ‘Victory o the
Intifada’ on the absurd grounds
that this constituted an ‘incite-
ment to racial hatred’. These plac-
ards have been present on all
pickets since they started more
than four years ago.

It is vital that we defend the
right to protest in support of the
Palestinian people particularly
given the orchestrated attempts of
Zionists to suppress pro-Palestin-
ian groups on university campuses
up and down the country. A meet-
ing called by the Palestine Solid-
arity Group (PSG) at Leeds Univ-
ersity on 11 December received a
catalogue of these attacks:

world

® The Birmingham University
Students’ Guild initially de-
nied students the right to set
up a Palestinian Society as it
‘would create a forum for
racism and extremism’. Zion-
ists have blocked stalls and
the Guild President has warned
the society not to use the
word Palestine on ils website
‘because this may imply tak-
ing a side in the Isracl-Pales-
tine dispute’.

e The Warwick Students Union
took down Friends of Pales-
tine society posters afler a
complaint about the use of the
word ‘apartheid” but afier pro-
tests had to allow them to be
put up again. This union then
unsuccessfully attempted to
ban a society debate, alleging
it would be ‘a catalyst for
increased harassment and vic-
timisation’.

® When Leeds PSG held a well

supported event on campus
against the apartheid wall, the
union got security guards to
tell protestors to remove
the wall on the complaint of
a Zionist. Subsequently the
Union wanted to censor the
use of the term ‘racist Zionist
state’ in leaflets and has ban-
ned pro-Palestinian events.

e At SOAS, London, an event

called to boycott Israeli aca-
demic institutions, this time
with Student Union support,
was atlacked by the Jewish
Society (J-Soc) in six news-
papers, including The Times.
Zionists have called for MPs
1o investigate Palestinian be-
haviour on the campus.

Rock around the Blockade round-up
| is possible

7 Afil’i,".:f T

For information about pickets of
M&S in Silver Street and other
events call: 07813 073 B46

MANCHESTER

Regular Saturday pickets of
M&S, Market Street
Manchester City Centre, 12-3pm
For more information emall:
victory_intifada@hotmall.com

ROGHDALE

Regular Saturday pickets of
M&S, Rochdale town centre 12-3pm
For more Information emall:
victory_intifada@hotmail.com

For more Information on other
FRFI events In the northwest
email: manchesterfrfi@
revolutionarycommunist.com
orring 07816 547 066

Every Monday:

Salford University FRFI society
Stall and discussion

To contact the society, email:
salfordfrfi@hotmail.com

MIDLANDS

For information on activities email:
midlandsreg@hotmail.com

5 March 1-3pm

SHEFFIELD

Picket of M&S, High Street
Saturday 12 February 12-3pm
For further details email
midlandsrcg@hotmail.com

GLASGOW

Saturday 26 February and
Sunday 27 February:

Protest against the slaughter
in Iraq, Donald Dewer Statue,
Buchanan Street

For further details of this

and other FRFI activities in
Scotland

phone; 07779 785 529 or email:
friiscotland@yahoo.co.uk.

LONDON

Every Thursday:

Picket of M&S, Oxford Street
(Marble Arch End), 6-8pm

Street stalls every Saturday,
1-3pm For details email:
victoryintifada@hotmail.com or
call: 020 7837 1688

Wednesday 9 February, 7pm
LSE FRFI society meeting

e e AT
Eve nts nomuem i peicdd roport haok oo
Picket of M&S, St Peter's, near Palestine
Broadmarsh Shopping Centre Room G1, 20 Kingsway, WC2
DURHAM Saturday 5 February and Saturday ~ Nearest tube Holborn.

Wednesday 23 February, 7pm

LSE FRFI society meeting to
organise an anti-imperialist
contingent on the Stop the War
march (19 March)

For room details, contact LSE FRFI
society email: frfi_[se@yahoo.co.uk

Monday 14 March, 7.30pm
Meeting on Venezuela

With Nora Castaneda, leader of
Women's Development Bank

Joint meeting with Global Women's
Strike

For details call 020 7837 1688

Stop the War March

Saturday 19 March

1pm, central London.

Join FRFI on an anti-imperialist
contingent,

Karl Marx’s London -

a gulded walk

Sunday 20 February

Meet 3pm Piccadilly Circus,
Subway 1 exit (above ground)

All welcome — £5 donation to

FRFI Fighting Fund

For more details or to reserve a place
phone 020 7837 1688 or email
regfrfi@easynet.co.uk

® Zionists from J-Soc blockaded
a VTI stall outside Manches-
ter University. Steve George,
General Secretary of the Stud-
ents Union, asked us to re-
move it from University prop-
erty. Later a Zionist punched
a VTI activist and tried to
kick our stall over. On seeing
this George told us he was
phoning the police as we were
causing a disturbance.

e [SE Student Union represen-
latives tried to force the FRFI
society to remove a Victory to
the Intifada banner from a
stall. Supporters had to point
out to them that the stall was
on a public highway over
which the Union had no jur-
isdiction. Threats by the union
to launch an investigation with
the police came to nothing.

The Socialist Workers® Party and
the rest of the left have com-
pletely failed to defend pro-Pal-
estinian activities on university
and college campuses. Indeed,
the SWP representative at the
Leeds meeting who came from
Manchester University told us that
there was quite a ‘progressive
atmosphere’ on his campus and
that Steve George ‘is a good guy
who could be talked round.’ Such
illusions are no defence against
Zionism and its racist allies.

or call us on 020 7837 1688, For
regular information from and
about Cuba, join our egroup by

- emailing viva_cuba-subscribe@

~ yahoo,co.uk. You can become a

- member of Rock around the

London

London Victory to the Intifada
(VTI) pickets of Marks and
Spencer on Oxford Street every
Thursday continue to be lively,
colourful and loud, attracting
new demonstrators every week.
Betar fascists were unable to sus-
tain their counter-protest over the
New Year, and they have been
unable to mobilise significant
numbers since. VTI is also hold-
ing regular pickets of M&S in
Camden Town and Holloway
Road. In addition, members have
supported pickets set up inde-
pendently in Brighton and met
with . picketers of M&S in
Stratford-upon-Avon.

On 9 December London VTI
organised a protest action against
the British-Israeli Chamber of
Commerce Annual Dinner. Along
with Israeli ambassador to Bri-
tain, and the British ambassa-
dor to Israel, the guest of hon-
our was none other than Stuart
Rose, Marks and Spencer chief
executive. 60 people kept up a

noisy protest throughout the
evening.

Scotland

FRFI comrades in Scotland

Jjoined other anti-war groups and
activists in Glasgow for a re-
freshingly open and demacratic
event on 11 December to discuss

Blockade to support our work
and receive the newsletter by fill-
ing in the form below. We would
be grateful for all donations to-
wards the sound system for the
uic,

and plan protests against the oc-
cupation of Iraq. Organisations
present included Troops Out,
Glasgow; Troops Out of Iraq
Network; Faslane Peace Camp;
Glasgow Palestine Solidarity
Campaign and other individuals
from Scottish CND. It was a
meeting of people from different
political backgrounds who were
involved in some real way in
opposing the war against the Iraqi
people.
The following weekend, com-
rades from RCG/FRFI joined
with others in the streets of cen-
tral Glasgow in a Weekend of
Action against War on 18 and 19
December, With Christmas the
following Saturday, we let thou-
sands of people of know about
the 100,000 Iragis who had
already perished in the imperi-
alist onslaught. Support for our
stand was excellent as we chal-
lenged the media lies about Iraq.
RCG/FRFI  supporters  also
joined a Bloody Sunday com-
memorative march in Glasgow
on 22 January, where the SSP
were conspicuous by  their
absence. Despite Loyalist and
fascist opposition the march
made its way through Glasgow
city centre to remember the vic-
tims of the British Army mur-
ders on the streets of Demy in
1972,

ou the Blockade
concessions

Saturday 19 February, 1-3pm,
Camden Market, Camden, north
London. Street stall against the
US blockada of Cuba. Meet out- -
side Camden Town tube,

Sunday 10 April: Sponsored bike
ride to ralse funds for Cubap
youth, For detalls and a sponsor-

ship form contact the campaign
on the details above. o
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If you believe that the treachery
of the opportunist British labour
and trade union movement must
be challenged, then there is no
alternative — Join the RCG!

| would like to Join/recelve
more information

about the RCG &
1 would like to join an

FRFI Readers &
supporters Group

Name

Address

Tel

email

SUBSCRIBE

to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain
FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!
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Subscription rates:
« Britain (inc N. Ireland): £7.50
for 6 issues, £14 for 12 issues
= Europe (Air): £11 for 6 issues,
£21 for 12 issues
« Rest of world (Air PPR): £12.50
for 6 issues, £24 for 12 issues
« Rest of world (air-sealed):
£19,50 for 6 issues, £38 for 12
issues

» Libraries and institutions: dou-
ble individual rates

Make cheques/POs payable to
Larkin Publications.
Add £5 for foreign currency cheques.

I wish to subscribe to
FRFI beginning with issue

Name

Address

| enclose paymentof £ for

_ issugsatrate
Return this form to: FRFI,
BCM Box 5909, London WCTN 3XX
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website: www.revolutionarycommunist.com and www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk

Shed no tears for

In the wake of David Blunkelt’s
overdue resignation, a picture has
been painted of ‘an honourable
man brought low by love’. I first
met David Blunkett in 1974, and
later suffered under him when he
was leader of Shefficld City
Council, Neither his dishonesty,
nor his corruption, nor his right-
wing views are recently acquired;
he’s simply been better in the past
at hiding them. First and foremost
though, Blunkett has been a
ruthless careerist — no wonder, like
Margaret Thatcher before him, he’s
blubbing now.

Thatcher was a great political
ally to Blunkelt in his ShefTield
Council days; he could cover up
the corruption and incompetence
of his administration by blaming
cverything on central government.

More than half the council’s
own 32,000 employces earned
basic pay below TUC guidelines,
and 10,000 were paid less than the
Council of Europe ‘decency

threshold’. Women got a
particularly bad deal, earning far
less than their male colleagues, and
getting fewer promotions. There
was also racial discrimination, with
only 1% of council employees
being black, and rumours of a
‘colour bar” in the Town Hall's
heavily subsidised restaurant,
where no black person had ever
been employed.

Blunkelt presided over a huge
homeless problem in ShelTield,
while massive numbers of council-
owned properties lay empty,
sometimes for decades. Early in
1983 ‘Peace City’ was somewhat
embarrassed to find that a group of
young peaceniks had squatted one
long-empty council-owned
building and turned it into a ‘peace
centre’. In response, Blunkett’s pal
Roger Barton, then Chairman of the
‘Nuclear Free Zones Committee’,
personally went round and cut ofl
the electricity. Blunkett promised
the young pacifists that they would

Blunkett

not be evicted - a promise he
quickly broke.

Another embarrassment came
when a British Rail guard blew the
whistle on the transportation of
nuclear waste through the area,a
fact the council had tried hard to
keep quiet.

Blunkett’s administration also
waged a long and bitter war against
travellers, even evicting lthem in
the middle of a TB epidemic.

While Blunkett and his cohorts
railed in public aboul the
corruplion ol Tory politicians in
Whilchall, ShelTield City Council
Jjunkets were legendary.

A big part of maintaining the
illusion was the notion of ‘squaring
up to Thatcher’, so [rom lime to
lime various *stands’ were made.
One was over ‘rale-capping’, when
ShefTield and several other Labour
councils refused to set *a Tory
rate’, How Blunkett and his pals
pulfed and panted, before
crumbling at the very first

opportunity. The inside word was
that Blunkett had been instructed
1o back down personally by Labour
leader Neil Kinnock, who was
waging a war against Militant
Tendency, particularly in Liverpool
where they controlled the anti-rate-
capping council. Blunkett's reward
was to become MP for Brightside,
one of Labour’s most solid seats, at
the next General Election.

Another ‘stand’ was against bus-
fare increases. The city’s famously
low fares had actually begun to
increase a few years carlier, but in
1986 Thatcher's deregulation of
public transport threatened to send
them spiralling. Blunkett again
capitulated, and, as always, aimed
to crush any uncontrolled dissent
ruthlessly. As a member of a group
opposed lo the fare increases I was
sent to prison [or pulling up a poster
advising passengers not (o pay. |
wasn’t prosecuted by the police but
by the Labour council, for not
having planning permission!

Blunkett has long had a vicious
tongue, and as his former cabinet
colleagues witnessed recently, is
not slow 1o use it. He once
famously accused single mothers

of deliberately getling pregnant to
jump the council housing queue.

I1is own current lixation with
acquiring a family, even ilit's
somebody clse's, sits uncasily with
his past history. The day after his
election as an MP, he announced he
was leaving his wife and children
in ShefTield and moving in with his
‘research assistant’ in London.
FHe’s now finding out that middle-
class women don’t disappear into
the background so conveniently

Like Thatcher, the only person
David Blunkett is able to shed tears
for is himsel[; snivelling that he'll
“try to have something of a
Christmas’, he sounded like Albert
Steptoe. Whatever now happens to
Blunkett, he certainly had a better
festive scason than the families of
the record 93 British prisoners who
killed themselves in 2004, those
locked up without trial in prisons
or detention centres, or the vast
number of other victims of his
reign as Home Secretary. Shed no
tears for Blunkett — he can shed
them himself.

MARK BARNSLEY
Leeds

Eight years’ isolation

Tlmnk you for the latest issue of
FRFL. It’s always a pleasure to read
your fantastic paper. You wrote in
the last issuc about segregation in
the gaols so please find enclosed my
latest statement about my situation.

In October 1996 following a bank

robbery 1 was provisionally arrested
by the police and placed in isolation
custody in Stuttgart-Stammheim
prison. Following several court
cases | am now serving a sentence
of nearly 17 years, following
which I can be further detained in
‘preventative detention’ at the
whim of the Justice Department.

1 am a so-called ‘Redskin’
(RASH = Red and Anarchist
Skinhead) and a person of plain
words. 1 refuse to show lalse
remorse for my actions. Instead 1

continue to speak my mind, both
personally and politically. This
includes a refusal under any
circumstances to co-operate with
the Justice Department. A few
years ago the prison informed me
my solitary confinement
conditions would only be relaxed
if, firstly, 1 entered into dialogue

with prison staff, and secondly
agreed to ‘denounce violence’,
promising in particular.not to incite
fellow prisoners, or plan any
rebellion or breakout.

I have now been in solitary
conlinement for almosl eight
years, That means 24 hours a day
alone, with the sole exception that [
see prison officers when meals or
mail are brought. In recent years
the daily hour in the yard, actually
meant to be spent alone as well,
has been relaxed in that another
inmale in solitary can come into the
yard. This is not due to humanity
but practical constraints; there are
too many prisoners in isolation.

1 am most bothered by the
inability 1o be active. In these limes
of increasing repression and
upheaval, instead of being able to
join the struggle, 1 sit behind bars. 1
attentively follow political
developments at national and
international level. Much of my
everyday experience in prison
(spying, searches, permanent
observation) is being progressively
introduced outside as well and |

ask mysell whether if and when |
return to ‘freedom’ I will not simply
be exchanging one prison for a
much greater one. This makes it all
the more important to me to offer
resistance, to defend autonomy, to
expose repressive structures in the
political and justice systems and in
business, o call them by their
names and to stand firm in
resistance against them, by [ighting
for a [ree and just world.

1 am an carly riser. Mostly [ am
awake at four in the morning.
Through the bars of the windows 1
see here and there the moon or
Venus twinkling, smell through the
open window the cool of the night.
Freedom surely consists not only
of the possibility of being able to
freely be somewhere else when
you feel like it, but also in not
allowing one’s intellect and
imagination to be locked away. Not
even the justice system can take
from you this inner freedom.

THOMAS MEYER-FALK
c/o JVAZ3117, SchonbornstraBe
32, 76646 Bruchsal, Germany

Privatising
health

| see that the process of
privatisation that is taking place is
causing alarm amongst NHS trust
chief executives. Having given
their full support to the concept
that private provision is a crucial
component of the modern NHS,
they are finding that it now
threatens their interests.

The reason is that the
government is determined to press
on with new private sector centres,
and wants to award 31 new
contracts in 2005. The problem is
that there is already spare capacity
within NHS hospitals and NHS
treatment centres, with some in
London already mothballed for
lack of demand, for instance

A light in the darkness

Seuson ’s greetings. Darkness
may seem to characterise the
social, political, economic,
environmental landscape with the
evils of global empire rampant and
the recoronation of George the
Lesser just past. But the winter
solstice marks the return of the
light! Literally, the extra daily
minutes of solar inspiralion may
feel like small comfort against the
chill of winter. Figuratively,
however, nature’s example of a

turning point and promise of an
upward cycle is a much greater
inspiration. Already there are
bright sparks in the blackness.
Larry Giddings, my co-defendant,
is out. Ray Levasseur (Ohio 7) is
out! Proud (Veronya Bowers,
former Panther), if not out is
almost out. Marilyn Buck has a
parole date! And the depredations
of globoperial capital are
engendering broad consciousness
of the nasty nature of the new

world order. Behind all the winter
year-end holidays is the solstice
and its celebration of light and
progress toward renewed growth,
So, whatever gloom may lurk, we
all have at least the promise of
illumination and maybe a little
warmth to celebrate May y'all
enjoy the time and thanks for
being there these many calendars.
It must be like 20 now. The future
holds promise!

BILL DUNNE

10916 -086, US Penitentiary,
PO Box 019001, ATWATER,
CA 95301-0910, USA

An outrage in Venezuela

Whal is the world coming to?
On 8 January soldiers and
peasants occupied the 32,000-acre
El Charcote estate of the Vestey
Group in Venezuela, ‘We
campesinos are not the invaders —
the invaders are the English,”
according to Alfredo Rodriguez.
‘We’ve been in Venezuela for just
over 100 years and we hope to be
there for some time yet,’ riposted
Lord Vesley. Formed in 1897, the
Vestey Group was once the world’s
biggest family-owned multinational.
“They did not live on their income,
they did not live on the interest
from their investments; they lived
on the interest on the interest,
wrote journalist Philip Knightley
of the Vesteys. The Vestey Group
has cattle ranching and sugar cane
interests in Venezuela, Brazil and
Argentina. The original Vestey
company founders moved to
Argentina to avoid British income
tax. Vesteys supplied McDonald’s
with beef.

Lord Vestey — ‘Spam’ to his
chums ~ has a fortune of $750
million and a 5,000-acre estate in
Gloucestershire. With racing and
hunting as hobbies, Lord Vestey is
described as a friend of Prince
Charles. In Venezuela 60% of the
land is owned by 1% of the peopie.
80% of the land is owned by 5% of
landowners.

The British press described the
occupation of the Vestey landas a
‘seizure’. Venezuela’s government
says it is ‘intervention’ to
investigate Vestey’s claims over
land titles and whether the land is
being fully used. Readers might

care to cheer the beleaguered Lord
up and revive his dwindling empire
by dining at the Oxo Tower in
London or, if your pockets do not
stretch that far, dissolve a little
more of the famous cube in your
gravy: both owned by the Vesteys.

TREVOR RAYNE
South London

First they came for the

communists

In 1945 Martin Niemoller wrote:
‘First they came for the communists
and I didn’t speak up because 1
wasn’t a communist, then they
came for the Jews and I didn’t
speak up because [ wasn’t a Jew,
then they came for the Catholics
and I didn’t speak up because I was
a Protestant, then they came for me
—and by that time there was no one
to speak up for me.’

Victory to the Intifada held their
weekly picket of M&S in London
on Thursday 26 January, the 60th
anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz by the Soviet Red
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Army. We were proud to be joined
by a group of Turkish communists
flying red banners bearing the
hammer and sickle — it seemed
particularly fitting. Despite some
passers by and the Betar (Zionist)
counter-picket calling us anti-
Semitic, speeches on the picket
made it clear that we stand against
fascism, against racism, against
imperialism and in support of all
those fighting for liberation from
occupation and for self
determination for their people. We
feel revulsion about the murder of
Jews, Gypsies, Slavs, communists,
people with disabilities and gay
people under the Nazi regime in
Germany. We feel revulsion at the
Israeli state’s ongoing humiliation,
murder and torture of the
Palestinian people, denied basic
human rights in the land of their
forebears. These two statements
are not mutually exclusive.

We welcome onto the picket all
those who stand against racism and
fascism. We welcome those who
fly any flag that stands for the
struggle against racism, tyranny
and prejudice. Long live the
memory of the valiant Soviet
fighters who fought against and
defeated the fascist Nazi regime
and liberated the death camp at
Auschwitz.

Victory to the Intifada!

Long live socialism!

HANNAH & JIM
Victory to the Intifada
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‘Freedom’ - for capital
When, in his inauguration speech,
Bush spoke of bringing freedom to the
world, he means freedom for capital to
exploit the world, freedom for US
imperialism to oppress nations and
peoples, freedom for the US military
machine to impose US policy any-
where that refuses to pay obeisance to
the Empire. Bush has no intention of
supporting political freedom in the
United States, never mind in the pup-
pel regimes in Pakistan, Uzbekhistan,
Saudi Arabia or anywhere else. He is
putting in place a team that will
repress at home and aggress abroad.

The brutal empire

Attorney General Ashcroft oozed the
instincts of a tyrant from every pore,
but even he is surpassed by his re-
placement. Alberto Gonzalez, Bush’s
lawyer when Governor of Texas, en-
sured that death-row inmates’ appeals
to the Governor were automatically
turned into execution warrants, mak-
ing Texas execution capital of the US.
In the White House he was the princi-
pal legal architect attempting to
legalise torture. Gonzalez is the man
to lead and justify the forthcoming
assault on civil liberties.

Although the advances in civil
rights in the US have only been the
fruit of struggle, it is the US Supreme
Court which, for the last 50 years, has
been the main battleground for the
advance and defence of civil rights.

=+ However, eight of the nine justices are

o

now over 63, with several likely to die
or retire soon. Bush will appoint ex-
treme rmight-wingers, opponents of
civil rights and abortion. They will be
the ideal complement to Gonzalez.
The new Secretary of State is Con-
doleezza Rice. If all you have is a ham-
mer, everything looks like a nail; Rice
is a case-hardened cold-war warrior
who sees any challenge to US im-
perialism as a threat to be hammered.

The brittle empire

But, behind the Emperor’s bluster, the
United States is in crisis. Despite talk
of recovery, profits fell in the third

State of the Empire
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quarter of 2004; capacity utilisation
and employment have not yel regained
their 2000 level, wages increase slower
than inflation, the number of jobless
workers grows. Stock markel indica-
tors point to share prices being over-
valued while house prices are inflated
by as much as 35% — sure signs of a
speculative bubble waiting to burst.

This crisis has masqueraded as a
feeble recovery only because of debt-
financed expansion of consumer and
government spending. Total debt is
now 300% of national income com-
pared to 160% in 1980. An orgy of
morigage-refinancing has enabled
consumers to borrow massively: mort-
gage debt has grown fourfold since
1995. Consumer debt now stands at an
historical high of 54% of consumer
income.

Projected government spending on
the Iraq war until the end of 2005 is

New Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez, responsible for legalising the torture of Iragis and

exchange

$300bn. Its budget deficit was $412bn.
This has been financed by foreign
lenders and has covered a $650bn
international current account deficit.
Yet 80% of these security purchases
have been by central banks, which hold
70% of their assets in US dollars. The
People’s Bank of China recently
announced it had increased its dollar
exposure last year by $207bn — one
third of the current account deficit.
Although the US administration
ignores the consequences, its creditors
do not. This massive foreign borrow-
ing has led to a decline in the dollar
rate, devaluing dollar
reserves. A recent survey showed 70%
of Central Banks reserve managers
had increased their exposure to the
Euro. In the last three years OPEC
members have cul the proportion of
their dollar deposits from 75% to
61.5%. Thailand is considering reduc-

ing its dollar reserves from 80% to
50%. More ominously, although cen-
tral banks increased their reserves by
66% over the last four years, they
expect this (o slow to around 20% in
the next four. Put simply, this means
that the rest of the world is unwilling
and unable to continue to prop up US
capitalism. There is no way that the
US can fill the gap with exports, since
it has already exported its manufac-
turing industry. If it cannot borrow,
the only altemnative is a massive de-
flation of the US economy. This spec-
tacular crisis will puncture the stock
and housing bubbles and drive up
unemployment and poverty. The rip-
ples of this crisis will be a tsunami
across the world.

Behind the Emperor's bluster, the United States is in crisis

The military
The prospects for the Empire, then,

are deepening crisis, destruction of

political liberty and more military

report: brutal but
rittle

With Emperor George Bush entering his second term, what is

the state of his empire? What are his policies likely to be? What
can the rest of the world expect from US imperialism? From the
United States, STEVE PALMER reports.

attacks. Yet, despite supposedly hav-
ing the world’s most powerful military
machine, Bush has pushed it to its lim-
its, to a point where senior officers are
concerned it will be a broken force in
the near future, The entire US army is
bogged down in Iraq — it is either
there, on its way there, or on its way
back for a brief break. Up to 5,000 US
soldiers are thought to be absent with-
out leave. Retired soldiers over 50 are
being called up; reservists, who
legally can be deployed no longer than
a year, are having their terms extended
by another year. Relatives hold bake-
sales to buy adequate flak jackets and
armour for their vehicles! This is not a
force which can dominate the world.
Despite its bragging and brutality,

Bush’s empire is brittle. Its crisis is
bringing forth increasing fightbacks
abroad and at home. Emperor Bush’s
rule is going to be very shaky. |

Labour maintains terrorist scare
to strengthen police state

friends and family. Throughout the
period they underwent persistent beat-
ings, death threats and psychological
torture. Moazzam Begg was locked in
solitary confinement for 19 months.
His solicitor, Gareth Peirce, said ‘He
looks like he has been to hell and
back’. Feroz Abbasi was kept in isola-
tion in a cramped cell without win-
dows for 18 months. Even his guards
were withdrawn in order to deny him

‘any human contact, He suffered hallu-

cinations and mental breakdowns,
Martin Mubanga was kept in shackles
for such long periods that he wet him-
elf and was then forced (o clean up
“urine, All the men reported
iven injections that

before being released the next day.
This cruel fiasco had nothing to do
with gaining information, The police
were not going to find out anything
that the torture at the Guantanamo
Camp hadn’t already revealed. The
police action had no purpose other
than to maintain suspicion of guilt
against the four men and thus try to
justify their torture and imprisonment.
This is in line with the wider strategy
ol US and British imperialism to gen-
erale an exaggerated fear of terrorist
threat in order to carry out their mili-
tary plunder abroad and to curtail civil
liberties at home.

There are still 553 people impris-
oned at Guantanamo, including at least
six British residents whom the Labour
government has refused to represent.
Conditions and treatment there are so
desperate that there have been 34 sui-

‘cide attempts by prisoners since Janu-

ary 2002 and almost 500 incidents of

self-harm in the last two years alone.
In Britain there are still 12 people

being held without charge or trial in

British prisons supposedly on suspi-
cion of involvement with terrorism.
This is despite a ruling by the Law
Lords last year that such detention
without trial contravenes the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights
(see article on centre pages). The
Labour government now plans to cir-
cumvent the Law Lords’ ruling by
replacing detention without trial with
control orders. These are planned to
involve strict surveillance, curfew,
clectronic tagging, banning access to
the internet and mobile phones and
placing people under house arrest, The
measures are likely to be applied not
only to the ‘suspect’ but to his friends
and family as well. The new Home
Secretary Charles Clarke is also still
considering the proposals of his
predecessor, David Blunkett, that
some trials may be held in secre,
without juries and with detence law-
yers having to be security vetted. A])
these proposed measures would apply
to anyone suspected of *acts prepara-
lory to terrorism’; a definition sg
loose as to include just about anyone
who questions the power of the state,
Which is precisely, of course, what
they intend, Jim Craven
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