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Since the beginning of 2008, 37 countries have seen
street protests and riots in response to spiralling food
prices. In Haiti in April such protests forced the resigna-
tion of the prime minister. In Egypt, thousands fought riot
police in pitched battles over bread prices. There have
been wolent protests in Cote d'lvo:re, whilst food price

left 40 people dead.

price survey published this April
showed that the price of a basket of 24
staple items has risen by 15% in a
year. The survey, by price comparison
website MySupermarket.co.uk, show-
ed that an average family spending
£100 a week on food last year will

‘now have to find an extra £780 to put

the same items on the table this year.
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2007, 81 million tons (20% of the
entire US corn crop) was used for fuel
and it is expected that in 2008 this will
increase to between 100-110 million
tons. Writing about the dangers posed
by biofucls in 2007, Fidel Castro
warned that such policies would con-~
demn ‘to premature death by hunger
and thirst more than three billion peo-
ple of the world.” He also argued that
‘the sinister idea of converting food
into combustibles was definitively
established as the economic line of
foreign policy of the United States’.
The choice to produce food increas-

ingly for fuel has been driven by

demand for cheaper alternatives to the
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Development announced in April that
the industrialisation of food produc-
tion cannot resolve the global food
crisis. This represents a major rebuttal
of the British and United States gov-
ernments’ preoccupation with pro-
moting GM crops and biofuel produc-
tion. While people around the world
starve, agribusiness profits boom. The
United States registered record agri-
cultural export revenue in 2007 of
$85 billion.

In Britain the food crisis has priced
many items out of the reach of ordi-
nary working class people and is
undermining basic dictary require-
ments. As Josette Sheeran, the head of
the UN’s World Food Programme,
said in February, ‘There is food on the
shelves but people are priced out of
the market. There is vulnerability in
urban areas we have not seen before.”

Hugo Chavez is right to say that
‘the problem is not the production of
food...it is the economic, social and
political model of the world. The cap-
italist model is in crisis.” The demand
for bread will inevitably acquire a rev-
olutionary significance for the poor of
the world. |



Welcome...

If you live in Britain you might
be forgiven for thinking that the
war in Iraq and Afghanistan is
over. The mainstream media
and government have adopted
a policy of silence about the
atrocities of the occupation.
The closest we get to ‘news’ on
the subject is visits from the
heirs to the throne to the
battlefield or a passing statistic
hidden in an inside column of a
newspaper, usually regarding
the latest British casualty of the
war. There is little reporting
about the Iragi deaths, that
now exceeds a million people,
or about the mass exodus of
refugees to Syria and other
places. There is scant refer-
ence to the failure of Bush's
‘surge’; the pessimism of the
US military leaders; the attacks
on the apparently safe Green
Zone or the renewed uprising
by the resistance from Basra to
Baghdad. In Fight Racism!
Fight Imperialism! we report
this news and more on pp6-7.

There is another brutal
occupation which gets little
coverage. That is Israel’s occu-
pation of Palestine which has
just reached 60 years. About
this Middle East confiict we are
told a lot, yet nothing. In the
bourgeois media we have been
told about the imeconcilable
differences between the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis, how
the former are the terorists
who just aren't open to a
peaceful solution, or at best
that both sides are as bad as
each other and just aren't
willing to sit down and sort
things out. The reality of course
is a brutal Zionist occupation
that has destroyed the lives of
generations of Palestinians,
who have seen their land stolen
and been forced, like the Iragis,
to take refuge around the
world. This onslaught contin-
ues to receive the full support
of the US and British govemn-
ments. On p11, we report the
effects of the occupation and
the truth about imperialism’'s
support for the racist Zionist
regime together with the
struggle by Hizbullah in
Lebanon against the puppet
government of Siniora.

What we have heard in the
news is a lot of anti-Chinese
sentiment, triggered in large
part by the protests at the

Olympic torch relays. We
haven’t though been told about
the violence of the rioters in
Tibet towards other ethnic
groups or about the history of
the reactionary theocracy that
lived off the backs of the
people (p10).

We've also heard a lot in the
press about the turmoil of the
Labour government following
its hammering in the Crewe bi-
election and in the recent local
elections. We have been told
about the personalities in-
volved, such as Cameron vs
Brown or Ken vs Boris but little
substance behind the election
results (p2). With predictions
that house prices may suffer
double-digit per cent falls both
this year and next, and oil
prices projected to rise beyond
$200 a barrel, Labour’s elec-
toral coalition is disintegrating
(p2). As the economy gets
worse it is the poor who are
being forced to pay, both here
and in the US (p3).

It is always the poor who are
forced to pay for the capitalist
crisis. As a few continue to live
in unprecedented luxury the
majority are paying the price.
Many are going hungry and are
finding it difficult to pay for
essentials such as bread and
rice. This is not because
enough food can't be pro-
duced, but because the mech-
anisms of capitalism has
restricted both the production
and distribution of simple food
stuffs, causing shortages and
spiralling prices (p1).

Even in a wealthy country
like Britain basic services are
also under attack and are being
eroded. Rather than foot the
bill for a quality health service
the ruling classes are opening

health provision to the market
(p5). Profits will be prioritised
over quality of health care
for all.

There is an alternative to
this madness. In socialist
Cuba good health care and
nutrition for all are the main
priorities. We are now seeing
the strengthening of the revo-
lution with greater access to
communications technology,
despite the best efforts of the
US blockade to limit such
developments (p12). Cuba's
example is of vital importance
to the developing revolution-
ary democratic movements in
Latin America. However, they
face stiff opposition from the
bourgeoisie, particularly in
Bolivia, where the ruling class
is threatening to split the
country rather than be defeat-
ed by the popular government
under the leadership of Evo
Morales (pB). On the other side
of the world the rich have
taken a battering with the
communists winning elections
in Nepal. This victory follows a
decade of hard struggle by the
Nepali people against a brutal
monarch and  imperialist
attacks (p9).

The world is on the move.
The direction it moves in is
very much up to us. There is a
famous saying that ‘know-
ledge is power.' This is false.
Knowledge by itself is worth-
less — but when combined with
action then there is the power
for change. At the back of this
paper you will find details of the
work that we are involved in,
the attacks that we are fighting
by supporters of the Labour
Party and crucially the work we
have planned for the future.
Join us in action!

email; editorial@rcgfrfi.plus.com

www.revolutionarycommunist.org

solidarity with Cuba’s socialist example together give us our
distinctive voice. We need both to sustain that voice and renew and
develop the facilities that enable us to translate our words into
actions and campaigns that will help develop the new movement,
For this we need your money, and once again we ask you to please

FRFI £10,000
Fund Drive

FRF1 is asking you, our readers to sponsor us in our annual fund :
drive. The deepening economic crisis has triggered a political crisis
for the Labour government. It has thrown into relief the urgent need 1
to build a socialist, anti-imperialist movement in this country since
the Tory alternative will be equally reactionary. Our consistent stand
against Labour imperialism, our support for the oppressed and
working class throughout the world, our engagement in the fight
against racism and in defence of democratic rights in Britain, our
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Labour faces
electoral meltdown

Labour is on course for a massive defeat at the next
general election after its candidate for the Crt.awg and
Nantwich by-election saw her inherited majority of
7,000 turn into a massive 8,000 defeat on 22 May. Tory
Edward Timpson, heir to a £50m fortune, trounced
Tamsin Dunwoody, daughter of the late Labour MP
Gwynneth Dunwoody with a 17% swing. Labour’s
defeat follows on from its disastrous showing in the 1
May council, London mayoral and Greater London
Assembly elections. The election coalition that sup-
ported Labour through three general election victories

is disintegrating.

The local elections were the
first test at the polls for Labour
since Gordon Brown took over
as prime minister. They were
held during the row over the
abolition of the 10% income tax
band, in the midst of two un-
popular wars, rising fuel prices,
the nationalisation of the bank-
rupt Northern Rock bank and an
increasing credit squeeze. You
could almost hear the middle
classes and the labour aristo-
cracy crying out the words of
the Old Testament prophet
Jeremialh ‘The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, yet we are
not saved.’

Overall Labour won 24% of
the vote, 1% less than the Lib
Dems, making it, for the mo-
ment, the third party. Labour
lost 334 council seats and with
them control of nine councils —
it now runs 18 councils com-
pared to the Tories® 65. It lost
six councils in Wales, most until
recently considered rock-solid.

London

Its highest profile local election
defeat was in the London’s
mayoral contest as Ken Living-
stone lost by a substantial mar-
gin to Tory Boris Johnson with
a gap of 6.1% on first-prefer-
ence votes.

The Lib Dem candidate in the
mayoral election was ex-cop
Brian Paddick. Paddick claimed
to be the best qualified to fight
crime. What he did not mention
was that in a three-month period
in 2001 whilst he was police
commander in Brixton three
civilians were killed and a teen-
ager maimed for life by the
police, In fact the Lib Dems,
Labour and Tories fell over each
other boasting about how many
cops they would put on the
streets, buses and underground.
Crime slatistics do not drop with
more cops, they rise because the
extra cops find more ‘crime’.

Boris Johnson is a racist bigot
who has called black children
‘piccaninies’ and complained
about the ‘the tyranny of black
majority rule’ in South Africa.
He described the MacPherson
inquiry into the murder of
Stephen Lawrence as a wilch-
hunt when it concluded that the
Metropolitan Police were insti-
tutionally racist. He hates work-

ing class people, expressing this
in tirades against people from
Liverpool and Scotland. This
Eton and Oxford-educated toff
is bad news for London’s work-
ing class and oppressed.

Livingstone, for the eight
years he was mayor, loyally
served the City grandees and
Labour government. In 2004
when the RMT tube workers
were on strike over pay,
Livingstone said that if he were
an RMT member he would cross
the picket line and break the
strike. In 1999 he hailed the
NATO bombing of Belgrade. In
2000 and 2001 he demonised
London May Day demonstra-
tors; the marchers were attacked
by cops and over 1,000 people
were illegally held captive for
over nine hours at Oxford
Circus. He justified the cold-
blooded killing of Jean Charles
de Menezes in 2005, the most
heinous crime of Labour’s
domestic ‘war on terror’.

Labour won the last three
general elections because it was
able to create an electoral coali-
tion which included the ruling
class, large sections of the mid-
dle class and affluent layers of
the working class. Now the bet-
ter-off feel that their privileged
position is under threat. House
prices are projected to fall by
7% this year and 9% in 2009,
with The Times (21 May) warn-
ing that it is looking ever more
possible that these falls may be
in double digits. The price of oil
continues its relentless rise,
with Goldman Sachs predicting
it will exceed $200 a barrel.
These more affluent sections are
looking to the Tories as they no
longer believe that Labour can
manage the economy for their
benefit. They are being joined by
sections of the poorer white
working class. Livingstone won
the support of the large number
of ethnic minority voters in
London, but lost heavily in the
white working class cstates,
where there was huge anger at
the loss of the 10p tax band and
the reality of continuing inequal-
ity, increasing concern about the
NHS and widespread opposition
to immigration which is por-
trayed as costing jobs and hous-
ing opportunities.

There is little that Labour can

ching up London on behalf of the privileged

do to change the trend. The
economy is threatened with
recession. Oil prices continue to
rise. It cannot stop the fall in
house prices, particularly now
the Bank of England says it will
maintain interest rates at the
current level through next year.
Nor should socialists bemoan
its possible fate. As George
Monbiot says, this is the most
right-wing government since
the Second World War (The
Guardian, 20 May). It does not
deserve the slightest support.

However, as the general elec-

tion approaches, we will doubt-
less witness the spectacle of
self-proclaimed socialists com-
ing to Labour’s rescue. Already
Guardian columnist Seumas
Milne is urging the government
to adopt policies which ‘reverse
its haemorrhage of support and
lay the ground for a bettcr
future’. (The Guardian, 22 May)
In the London mayoral election,
the Galloway wing of Respect
called for a vote for Livingstone
and had his picture on its
leaflets. The SWP wing of
Respect, the Left List, stood a
candidate, Lindsay German, but
supported Livingstone as a sec-
ond preference. Helpfully, Soc-
ialist Worker explained where
you had to put your cross to do
this. SWP leader John Rees
agrees with Milne, saying we
should ‘insist that Labour can
help to save itself if it begins to
defend those who elected it
Even now Gordon Brown can
reverse Labour’s decline by
making three announcements —
that the troops will come home
from Iraq and Afghanistan, pri-
vatisation will end and a pro-
gramme of council housing will
begin® (Socialist Worker, 24
May). We remind Milne and
Socialist Worker that at the cen-
tre of the coalition that brought
Labour to power was corporate
and banking capital.

The left will also use the
bogey of the BNP to re-build
Labour’s fortunes. That the
BNP has done well electorally
over the last few years is not in
doubt. It now has 100 council-
lors nationwide compared to 16
four years ago, and it has a seat
on the Greater London Assem-
bly because it got just over the
5% threshold. It has attracted
support from both the poor
white working class and the
newly-threatencd more affluent
layers. But its political influence
is extremely limited: it is the
government which sets the racist
agenda with a succession of ter-
rorism and asylum acts, and the
creation of an atmosphere of
hostility towards immigrants
wherever they come from.

Jimmy German &
Robert Clough



Britain: digging an
even deeper hole

Immediately after the March 2008 Budget a signifi-
cant number of Labour MPs began to protest against
the removal of the 10p starting rate of tax, which was
due to come into operation in April 2008. This had
been announced a year earlier in Gordon Brown's
last Budget. As we pointed out in March 2007, over a
year ago, this would hit millions of low-paid workers
(see FRFI 196). Could it be that these same Labour
MPs had not realised its significance at the time due
to the theatrical declaration at the end of Brown’s
budget speech that the basic rate of income tax
would be cut in April 2008 by 2p to 20p in the pound -
the lowest basic rate for 75 years? Labour had been
pandering to middle class voters throughout its
decade in office, and this, after all, was one over on
Tory leader David Cameron. DAVID YAFFE reports.

By March 2008 many Labour
MPs were becoming uneasy as
Labour’s popularity rapidly
waned throughout the country.
Alastair Darling’s first Budget
heightened their fears. Their
parliamentary seats and their
privileged lifestyles could eas-
ily go in a couple of years if
Labour lost the votes of mil-
lions of low-paid workers. Frank
Field, a right-wing Labour MP,
led the protest and the govern-
ment was eventually forced to
listen with local government
and London Assembly elec-
tions imminent. The results of

those elections were devastat-
ing for Labour. Livingstone
lost the London mayoral elec-
tion to Boris Johnson and
Labour was driven into third
place in the local government
elections with only 24% of
the vote. With the by-election
due in Crewe and Nantwich
soon after, the government was
forced to take panic measures.
In what essentially was a mini-
budget only two months after
the Budget, Darling introduced
£2.7bn tax cuts designed to end
the rebellion over the removal
of the 10p tax band and im-

Prime Minister Brown and Chancellor Darling: digging deeper holes

prove Labour’s chances in the
forthcoming by-election (all to
no avail, see page 2).

The tax cuts, through an
increase of the persomal tax
allowance by £600 to £6,035,
will be worth £120 a year on

average to around 22m basic
rate taxpayers. The level at
which the 40p tax rate is paid
has been lowered so that higher
earners paying that rate will not
gain or lose from the change.
17m basic rate taxpayers unaf-

fected by the removal of the
10p band will receive a tax cut
costing £2bn and described by
Darling as ‘support for those
on middle incomes’. 80% of
the 5.3m houscholds which lost
from the removal of the 10p
band will now be fully com-
pensated at a cost of £700m.
However, around |.lm low-
paid workers carning between
£6,634 and £13,355 will still be
worse off by up to £112 a year.
Nevertheless, Frank Field end-
ed his protest, saying the meas-
ures taken were wonderful,

In the wake of very poor elec-
tion results, this somewhat des-
perate attempt to bribe the elec-
torate will sce Darling digging
an even deeper hole in public
finances than that left by his
first Budget. If the tax cuts for
most taxpayers this year are not
repeated for the next financial
year and low-paid losers from
the removal of the 10p band are
compensated only through tax
credits, 18m households will be
worse off by around £3 a week
in the run-up to the next general
election. If the gains are made
permanent, public sector net
debt will rise above 40% of
GDP, breaching one of the gov-
emment’s self-imposed, neo-
liberal fiscal rules.

The overall situation can
only deteriorate. The govern-
ment is relying on hopelessly
optimistic growth forecasts to
allow it to stay within the limits
determined by its fiscal rules.
A day after the ‘mini-budget’,
the Govemnor of the Bank of
England, Mervyn King, argued
that there could be no interest
rate cuts before 2010 if infla-

tion were to be kept in check.
Inflation will rise far above
government targets over the
next two years, “The nice [non-
inflationary  consistently ex-
pansionary| decade is behind
us’ he said. Inflation has
already reached 3%, well
above the 2% target, and with
food prices up 6.6% and energy
prices 8.3% over the last year
and continuing to rise, millions
of workers can expect a signifi-
cant fall in real take-home pay,
which will slow down con-
sumer spending and growth.
King does not rule out the
British economy sinking into a
recession. The continuing cri-
sis in the housing and mortgage
markets, record oil prices, the
rising current account deficit
and falling pound can only
make matters worse.

Brown told the Institute of
Directors at the beginning of
May that, despite the fiscal cri-
sis, he intends to cut corporation
tax even further. Darling told
the annual CBI dinner on 20
May that ‘T am determined that
British business will not be the
fiscal fall guy’. The reform -
that means privatisation — of
state welfare will continue as
Brown’s draft Queen’s Speech
in the middle of May so clearly
demonstrated. David Cameron
even claimed that the speech
had been stolen wholesale from
the Tory Party. Public sector
workers face significant wage
cuts and more workers are being
driven into poverty. The coali-
tion that came together to elect
the Labour government in 1997
for three consecutive terms of
office has fallen apart. | |

Since the last issue of FRFI the Bank of England has
tossed $100bn onto the roulette table of finance capi-
tal - secured against almost whatever manure the
banks want to get off their books. Banks and financial
institutions continue to announce write-downs: AlIG,
the world’s largest insurance insurer, announced a fur-
ther $9.11bn write-down; bond insurer MBIA revealed
a $3.6bn write-down and Fannie Mae announced
losses of $4.4bn. All managed to sweeten the pill by
announcing plans to raise more credit. Citibank an-
nounced it would get rid of $400bn of ‘non-core’
assets. Wall Street loves optimism, so looked on rela-
tively tolerantly as the billions were tossed onto the
bonfire. Since the Fed's sponsored buy-out of Bear
Stearns, dealers have begun to assume that it both will
step in and can bail them out of any mess. US corre-
spondent STEVE PALMER reports

Some questions

Q: Will it all be over next

month?
A: No, this
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US credit crisis:
passing the buck

the precipice, throwing $50bn
onto the table. Meanwhile,
troubled mortgage borrowers
have been roasting on a spit for
months and months with plenty
of verbal assistance, but mere
crumbs of real help.

Second, it is quite useless to
look to the opinions of the cap-
italists and their lackeys for
any guidance. In fact it seems
we’ve been over the worst for
the last 18 months. In Novem-
ber 2006, Alan Greenspan, for-
mer Chairman of the US
Federal Reserve Bank told the
New York Times, when asked
about the housing market: ‘It
looks as though the worst is
behind us’. In September 2007,
Sam Molinaro echoed: ‘the
worst is largely behind us’, Sam
was a Chief Financial Officer;
by the end of March his job and
his bank — Bear Steams — had

disappeared. ‘Over Lhc worst'
‘tumed the

Wall Street, New York

buys many securitized mort-
gages, tucked $32.4bn of paper
losses into a ‘temporary’ cate-
gory. This means they don’t
have to be counted in the com-
pany’s net income or capital.
Which is just as well, since the
losses are about double the
company’s stock market valua-
tion,

This kind of quiet massaging
of numbers is going on at many
financial institutions. But what
gets forced down like this,

~sooner or later, will get cough-

ed back up. Remember to look
shocked when these ‘surprise’
losses Slmt to surface, the fall

foreclosing on houses, whose
‘owners’ can no longer afford
the mortgage, takes somewhere
between 9 and 15 months to
actually happen, meaning that
the consequences of subprime
for the housing market are
going to continue into 2010.
Also, ‘subprimes’ are only the
first stage in the mortgage
problems. There are another
couple of mouthfuls of alpha-
bet soup the money market is
going to have to swallow:
‘option ARMs’ and ‘HELOCs’.
‘Option ARMs’ are another
variety of adjustable rate mort-
gage, which start to reset in
volume in 2010 through 2012,
leading to further losses in
derivatives. HELOCs  are
‘Home Equity Lines Of Credit’
— loans taken against outstand-
ing equity in homes, secured
loans, with a term of 5-25
years. Borrowers can borrow
up to a limit, a limit which is
now being drastically reduced
because the fall in house prices
is shrinking the available
equity, Some people are find-
ing that they now owe more
than the equity in their house.
Even if they were able to sell
the house, they can’t cover
their borrowing. Add to this the
increasing inflation (petrol
prices at the pump have risen
by more than 10% in the last
month) and the pressure to
default, even for prime borrow-
ers, is going to soar.

It ain't just mortgages ...
The ripples from the crisis con-
tinue to spread outwards and

- tumn into waves. In contrast to

the relative complacency on
Wall Street, a sense of fright,
ggmg on panic, is starting to
over States and municipal
yation whwh mgh! fin-

the auction-rate market
used to be a cheap source

of finance. The rates get period-
ically reset by an auction and,
since this market seized up in
January, they have shot up,
sometimes to 25% or higher,
and borrowers have found that
they can only get out by taking a
significant ‘haircut’ — penalty
Ioss — of up to 50%. The law-
suits have started to fly; some
banks have grudgingly returned
some money; others are defiant.
Worst of all, citizens are going
to be paying the price — cuts in
services, higher local and state
taxes, deeper borrowing. Cali-
fornia has issued ‘pink slips’ —
US term for redundancy notices
— to 18,000 teachers, further
eroding the already poorly func-
tioning public school system.

They'll fix it, somehow ...
No they won’t, because they
can’t. What’s going on here is
an updated version of ‘pass the
parcel’. ‘“They’ means the gov-
emment. What has happened
so far is that the US Federal
Reserve and the British Bank
of England have lent out tens
of billions of dollars in ex-
change for securities of dubi-
ous quality — they have assu-
med the risks, or, at least, some
of them, from the banks. They
can’t make the risks go away,
only pass them on to the work-
ing class ‘somehow’. It took
the US Federal Reserve about
36 hours and $50bn to stop the
financial system collapsing.
Yet millions of homeowners
have been tuming into ex-
homeowners over the last year
and are still waiting for Con-
gress to vote them any serious
relief. So long as they can keep
this up, without resistance, cap-
italism will get through this.

* Jonathan Well, ‘Freddie Mac suffers
bout of temporary insanity’, www.
bloomberg.com
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Trevor Phillips
batting for Britain

Forty years ago, in April 1968, Conservative MP Enoch Powell gave a speech in
Birmingham attacking immigration from the British Commonwealth into Britain. He
declared, ‘We must be mad, literally mad as a nation to be permitting the annual flow of
50,000 dependants.. . it is like a nation busily engaged in building its own funeral pyre’.
Forty years on Guyanese-born Trevor Phillips OBE, on the same date and in the same
place, put forward the opposite position: immigration is what will save the British
economy in today’s competitive and globalised world. SUSAN DAVIDSON reports.

he intervening 40 years saw
the rise of the Commission
for Racial Equality (CRE)
which institutionalised ‘mul-
ticulturalism” and ‘ethnic diversity’
into a large, well-resourced non-
governmental organisation. Almost
every group of immigrants in Brit-
ain was encouraged and funded to
establish its own community centre
and full-time paid workers, hire
translators, celebrate cultural festi-
vals and present a sort of corporate
face to the rest of society. All this
had little to do with the fight against
racism. In fact it effectively margin-
alised the anti-racist struggle, even
though all social indicators contin-
ued to show, as they do today, that
immigrants are among the poorest
of the working class in Britain.

By the time Trevor Phillips was
appointed as head of the CRE in 2003
times had changed. Labour had been
in power for six years, and British
armed forces had been at war for five
of them. Hostility to the British Mus-
lim population was officially encour-
aged in the so-called ‘war on terror’.
The international turmoil caused by
wars for oil and precious resources in
Africa led to an increase in asylum
seckers to this country. Thousands
more migrants were to follow, seeking
work, at least temporarily, from the
new accession countries of Europe.

Trevor Phillips with his gong, eamed for
serving the interests of British imperialism

It was then that the Labour govemn-
ment decided a change of direction
was necessary for the ‘race relations
industry’, as it had come to be known.
The CRE was closed down and in
September 2006 Trevor Phillips was
appointed as Head of the Equality and
Human Rights Commission, which
has overall responsibility for race, dis-
ability and gender equalities.

But there were other warning signs
to give notice that the CRE had had its
day and that its very existence had
become an imitation to core Labour
voters. By 2006 a growing chorus of
commentators claimed to speak out
for ‘the white working class’. A flurry
of books, memoirs and biographies
were published celebrating the much
whiter working class community of
the 1950s. Such selective views of the
past sentimentalised long-disappeared

The death knell for the CRE, however, was the violence between white and Asian youths
that erupted on the streets of Bolton and other northern cities in 2001

skilled workers as essentially conser-
vative, patriotic and British — uscful
characteristics when the ruling class is
engaged in ever more military aggres-
sion abroad. Prime Minister-to-be
Gordon Brown, in particular, was
quick to use ‘Britishness’ to enhance
his own populist image. ‘British jobs
for British workers’, he declaimed to
the TUC conference.

Margaret Hodge, Labour MP for
Dagenham in Essex, argued that the
white working class could turn to the
British National Party (BNP) because
it perceived the government as privi-
leging immigrant communities over
native whites.

The death knell for the CRE, how-
ever, was the violence between white
and Asian youths that erupted on the
streets of Bolton and other northern
cities in 2001. Reflecting on these
events in 2005 Trevor Phillips con-
cluded that Britain ‘is sleepwalking
into segregation’ and that the CRE
had been totally ineffectual in ad-
dressing the fundamental structural
problems of communities in Britain.

In his Birmingham speech Trevor
Phillips offers a new way forward for
Britain. He rejects the racism of
Enoch Powell and the BNP which is
based on the notion that assimilation
of the races is impossible and repatria-
tion the only answer. He rejects the
special pleading of the ‘white working
class’ lobby and finally he casts off
the multiculturalism of the former
CRE which, he now says, ‘encouraged
divisions in British society’. Instead,
Phillips speaks on behalf of British
capitalism in a globalised world in
which national competitiveness is an
urgent need and in which the planned
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immigration of skilled workers is part
of the solution.

Phillips first describes a Britain
where integration of the races has
worked well on the whole, citing a
rate of intermarriage in Britain that is
higher than that of the rest of Europe
and the US, while ‘official surveys in-
dicate that 81% of people in England
agree that their local area is a place
where people of different backgrounds
get on well together’.

He claims, however, that this Brit-
ain is threatened, both by those who
whip up antagonism to immigration
and from immigrants who do not
accept integration and British values.
Speaking on behalf of British capital-
ism, Phillips argues that future eco-
nomic competitiveness and growth
depends upon adaptation to the needs
of multinational corporations.

Using Britain’s Premier league
football as an example, Phillips un-
folds his vision of a race-blind global
interchange of workers. Football is
‘watched by half a billion people in
over 200 countries...its revenues are
touching two billion. Its foreign stars
can eamn in excess of £100,000 every
week — but their good fortune does not
depress the wages of home-grown tal-
ent. We have an effective system of
controlling entry: and none of the
teams for which the foreigners play
needs some kind of bureaucratic mul-
ticulturalism to effect their integration
to their club. No-one has had to aban-
don their flair and brilliance to fit in.
In fact the migrant players have for
the most part played by the rules...
[and] become better at their jobs for
learning British ways’.

From the Premier League Phillips

draws the lesson that ‘the need for
skilled labour is more important than
anxieties about cultural difference’. In
today’s globalised world, he claims,
the importation of skilled workers is
vital for the economic benefit of a
modern Britain and in this we are in
competition with the US, Australia
and Canada who are already sweeping
in clever foreigners from other nat-
ions. Britain needs ‘tens of thousands
of qualified care workers from the rest
of Europe, Africa and clsewhere’ if
British women are not to be forced out
of work to return to work in the home.
Already, ‘we know that there would
be no NHS without foreign doctors,
nurses, cleaners and administrators...
no Crossrail in London, no Olympics,
no new wave of housing...without im-
migrant carpenters, electricians and
bricklayers’.

‘Immigration is part of our future,’
says Philips, approvingly quoting Tory
leader Cameron’s view that ‘skilled
foreign workers expand our economy
and make us more competitive’. He
urges the British government forwards
to a new social contract: ‘Managed
Immigration, Active Integration’. He
urges the interests of big business.

The immigrant communities for
their part will have to make an ex-
change. They must learn English and,
for example, play by the rules on the
equality of women and children under
the law — though a flexible view on
arranged marriages should be taken. A
reasonable, accommodating sense of
British fair play ‘is the essential atti-
tude of British people to difference’.

The ‘white working class’, for its
part, will just have to accept that the
needs of big business come first. In ex-
change they should get more funding
to expand and develop the infrastruc-
ture of schools, homes and services in
areas which are unfairly carrying the
burden of increased immigration. Such
monies must be presented as public
investment for the community as a
whole. That, says Phillips, is the way
to manage the anxieties of the white
working class. Their concerns must be
addressed but not by ending immi-
gration: ‘We should not try to unlock
the potential of our own citizens by
locking out the citizens of other coun-
tries’.

Phillips’ speech is a grovelling
manifesto on behalf of British capital-
ism. He speaks in the interests of the
ruling class about the economic bene-
fits of utilising migrant skills and
labour. He urges the greedy seizure of
talents, developed and paid for by
other countries, in the interests of the
British state. His talk of British fair
play, British law and British decency
ignores the reality of Britain at home
and in the world. This is a country
which is conducting an illegal war and
occupation in Iraq and Afghanistan
and supports Isracli violence against
the Palestinian people. The British
companies on whose behalf he speaks
so eloquently are involved in the ex-
ploitation of resources in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo and else-
where. In Britain employers have
sweated legal immigrant labour in the
picking fields of Norfolk and the
British state has criminalised asylum
seekers fleeing from imperialist of-
fences against humanity abroad. The
public service sector is being deliv-
ered into the hands of the capitalist
class by an ongoing programme of
privatisation and the British state is
increasingly persecuting the Muslim
community and limiting the right to

protest. Yet this is the boss for whom
Phillips is advocate and negotiator,
Like a castle made by a child from
building blocks, the combined reality
of the profit motive, British imperial
interests and cutbacks in public spend-
ing will knock his house down. The
only planned economy is a socialist

economy and Trevor Phillips, true ser-
vant of the British ruling class, would
not like that | ]

‘Our schools are not for
sale’ campaign fights back
The local elections in England on 1 May
resulted in the first victories for anti-
academy campaigners voted onto local
councils. Academy schools, we remind
our readers, are state-funded private
schools.* These hybrid monstrosities
were dreamed up from the office of
Prime Minister Blair but are the direct
result of Gordon Brown’s Private Fin-
ance Initiative (PFl). Academies are
being created by taking state schools
out of the control of local education
authorities and giving them, together
with public land, building contracts
and employer rights to private compa-
nies like Harris Carpets and organisa-
tions like the Church of England.

In Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, nine

councillors, eight independent and one
Liberal Democrat, were elected on an
anti-academy platform and now hold
the balance of power on the 36-seat
district council. The Barrow councillors
are opposed to Cumbria Council's
plans to close three of the town's sec-
ondaries and open a new academy in
September 2009, sponsored by BAE
Systems, two local businessmen, the
local sixth form college, FE college
and university.

Cumbria County Council is follow-
ing the Labour Party line that ‘stan-
dards’ will be raised through the in-
spiration and efficiency of the private
business sector. Presumably Cumbria
regards the armament manufacturer
and international sales company BAE
(that is currently dodging charges of
corruption and bribery about a multi-
million pound arms deal with Saudi
Arabia) as a shining example of free
enterprise and fit for purpose to spon-
sor a secondary school. Local people,
however, have shown that they op-
pose both handing their schools over
to private interests and the closure of
three local schools to create one super
school as a private finance showcase.

In Calderdale, West Yorkshire, a
BNP councillor was elected after
campaigning against plans to open a
Church-sponsored academy in Hali-
fax. Calderdale NUT secretary Sue
McMahon said, ‘If the main parties had
done more to reflect local people’s
opinions in opposing this academy,
then the BNP might not have gotin’.

Deaf to the protests of local people
the Labour government remains daz-
zled by the private sector and hostile
to local government. Times are chang-
ing however. At this years NAHT
(National Association of Head Teach-
ers) conference, the government was
warned that schools are now more
wary about the benefits of private
business links. It was said that no
school would trust the British Airports
Authority (BAA) and the companies
that run Heathrow'’s Terminal Five to be
in charge of cloakrooms and bags, nor
Northern Rock to do the school dinner
accounts.

Susan Davidson

*See FRFI pamphlet Education Notes,
available from BCM Box 5909, London

WC1N 3XX, price £1+50p p&p.




NHS: multinationals

cash in on health

In the last issue of FRFI we showed
how the privatisation of the NHS is
occurring on a number of different
fronts (FRFI 202: Privatising the
NHS — Labour steps up the pace).
Since then:

B The Department of Health has an-
nounced a programme to produce a
system of tariffs for community
services — those delivered by dis-
trict nurses and health visitors for
instance working for Primary Care
Trusts (PCTs) — which are worth
£15bn per annum. This will open
them up to private providers. The
chief executive of Clinovia, a
branch of BUPA that provides
home treatments, said: ‘Any form
of tariff will be an enormous bene-
fit to delivering care closer to home
because the independent and third
sector can look at the tariff and sce
where they can provide services for
better value for money.’

B GPs in rural arcas may lose their
right to dispense drugs. This they
can now do if their patient lives
more than a mile from a pharmacy;
in future GPs may only dispense if
their practice is more than a mile
from a pharmacy. Very few of the
1,100 dispensing practices will
meet this criterion. Its purpose will
be to hand over £400m business per
annum to the big pharmacy chains.

= In Aprl the government started a

review of the NHS s property port-
folio — esn.mated to be worth over

k.asmg them back. g
B A consortium of mainly us ﬁrms

which includes McKinsey, Kaiser
Permanente and Humana, has been
appointed to develop and implement
an assurance system for ‘World Class
Commissioning’. This will have pro-
found influence on the way PCTs

and their GP practices purchase -

health care from hospital trusts.

A recent letter by Health Minister Ben
Bradshaw to The Guardian (14 May
2008) had the effrontery to deny that
Labour’s proposals are for the privati-
sation of the NHS. He was responding
to an article by George Monbiot, (29
April 2008) who rightly identified
the development of polyclinics as a
key element in the drive to hand aver
swathes of the NHS to multinationals.
Bradshaw’s letter is disingenuous. He
claims that first, the main priority for
the public is better access to their GP -
which means being able ‘to see a doc-
tor in the evening or at weekends if
they wish’. This was the outcome of a

CBI report on a poll it had commis-
sioned that sampled just over 1,000
people. An earlier Department of
Health survey covering 2.6 million
people revealed that 84% were happy
with GP opening hours — but that was
the wrong result! Bradshaw then says
that polyclinics have nothing to do
with closing down practices or im-
posing polyclinics. However, simple
arithmetic proves the contrary. The
Darzi report for London proposes a
network of 150 such polyclinics. Each
will have between 35 and 50 GPs pro-
viding services from the site — a mini-
mum of 5,250 GPs. Currently there

Protesters around Britain have been demnnsh'aﬁng to keep the hospitals and GP surgeries

out of the hands of private capital

are about 1,600 practices in London
with just under 4,900 GPs. It is incon-
ceivable that GP practices will not close
down as a consequence, particularly
as any privately-run polyclinic will
insist on having its own salaried GPs.
Furthermore these polyclinics will be
more inaccessible for those who need
GP service most — the elderly, dis-
abled and those with young children.
Bradshaw criticises Monbiot be-

cause he allegedly ‘conflates what is
being proposed for London with what
might happen in other parts of the
country’. Yet the polyclinic model is
being imposed elsewhere in the coun-
try with the demand that every PCT
procures one new health-centre in
2008/09 through a process whose de-
tailed rules are not yet clear but where

there is a clear bias towards the pri-
vate sector. It is not for nothing that

companies like Virgin Healthcare have
been touring the country looking for
openings. As with the Independent
Sector Treatment Centres, which took
work and money from NHS hospitals,
the new health-centres will undermine
existing facilities, in this case GP prac-
tices. The outcome of current propos-
als for primary care is inevitable: the
transformation of GPs from independ-
cnt contractors into salaried workers
who can be hired and fired by the

multinational providers which will
own the health-centres or polyclinics
of the future.

Yet polyclinics are only part of the
privatisation picture. The development
of what is now described as ‘world
class commissioning’ is equally im-
portant and little understood. The aim
i3 to transform PCTS$ from being pro-
viders of services into commissioners
of health care services — including
those they currently provide. As Brom-
ley PCT chief exccutive Simon Rob-
bins puts it,

‘We are not going to be in the
provider business in due course...if we
don’t shed our provider arms, and I
have two provider services, then we’re
never going to get the proper focus on
commissioning’.

This view emphasises the impor-
tance of developing tariffs for PCT ser-
vices since it provides the basis on
which they can be privatised and pur-
chased through the Payment by Re-
sults mechanism. Commissioning is
already a PCT responsibility; all are sup-
posed to have organised themselves so
that GP practices lead the process
through local groups or consortia. In
the words of Mark Britnall, Department
of Health Director of Commissioning,
‘Practice-based commissioning is here
to stay; my job is to ensure that it
flourishes and thrives. World class com-
missioning is a very public process
and practice-based commissioning is
its engine room’. Further, he argues:

‘I believe that those [commission-
ing] techniques that have been devel-
oped by health insurance companies
from different parts of the world are
very well suited to the best that we can
provide for the English NHS — so
that’s just one example of where we
will look at an idea from elsewhere in
the world — in this case the USA and
bring it into the English context for
the NHS.”

This is the system that denies 20%
of the US population access to proper
health care and which Michael Moore
exposed in Sicko. With US and other
health care multinationals advising on
‘world class commissioning’ and, in
the future, leading it on the ground

through the GPs they employ in their
polychmcs, both demand and supply
in the NHS will be increasingly domi-
nated by private enterprise. Ben Brad-
shaw will be proved a complete liar.

Robert Clough

Privatising the NHS in Newcastle

As part of Labour’s privatisation drive, housing, education and
healthcare are all for sale in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. In 2006,
Newcastle Hospitals NHS trust was awarded Foundation Trust
status, giving it unlimited powers to enter into joint ventures
with the private sector. Construction has already begun for the
largest ever PFl health project in the North East and the closu_re

of the General Hospital draws nearer SAM MAGILL reports_’

Background s

rise by more than a third to £610m in
2007.

Bleeding health care dry

Len Fenwick, the chief executive of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne hospitals trust,
claims the RVI plans will add 99 beds
to the 1,890 already available. This is
delusional given that PFI schemes re-
quire an average 30% bed loss to
become affordable. Whilst Fenwick

i acknowledges that some PFI schemes

to | trouble, he stresses his

 tion obstacles. Predictably, in the run-
th  up to the recent local elections, the

Smoke, mirrors and
hypocrisy

Currently proposed for the General Hos-
pital site is a ‘campus for ageing and
vitality’, incorporating Newcastle Univ-
ersity’s Institute for Ageing and Health,
an NHS walk-in service and one of
Tesco’s 60,000 square foot ‘Regenera-
tion Partnership Stores’. The closure
of the hospital is already secured with
a £100m deal for redevelopment of its
site. The University, who already own
large parts of the site, have invested an
extra £30m. At the time of printing, it’s
uncertain whether Tesco’s will secure
their contract due to planning applica-

arty used smoke and mirrors
ingrove electoral ward which
General Hospital to secure

Old age tax

In May, health secretary Alan Johnsen
announced a consultation paper to prepare
for new legislation to fund elderly care. It is
suggested that this will require a new form
of social care insurance — an old age tax —
which is on top of national insurance contri-
butions. He claimed that over the next 20
years there would be a funding gap for social
care of £6 billion. Proposals for private
Insurance for care and support are also being
discussed.

This comes at the same time as a recent
British Medical Association survey showed
that eight out of ten doctors think that health
care services for older people are not good
enough, citing a lack of services available in
the community (foot services, services for
dementia) and concern about inadequate:
physical and mental stimulation in residen-
tial and care homes. In one area in Wiltshire,
elderly people hava had their bathing support
reduced from twice a week to once a week,
whilst there is no longer a social worker, a

/| community physiotherapist or a community

psychiatric nurse. Increasing demands are
being put on carers who are receiving less
and less support. This makes It harder for

| older people to stay in their own homes,
| yet the same BMA survey found that staffing
| levals in residential and nursing homes are

ing | not adequate. One thing Is certain: it Is the

poor who will feel the double burden of
Increasod taxes and deteriorating care




Iraqi poor resist
imperialist
onslaught

Much of the British media has fallen silent on Iraq. However, most recent attempts by the US,
Britain and the Iraqgi puppet government forces to secure the imperialist occupation of Iraq is
meeting fierce resistance from sections of the Iragi working class. The present onslaught
began on 24 March when 15,000 Iraqi troops and another 15,000 members of the Iraqi police
force attacked militia forces in Basra. At least 40 people were killed and 200 injured in the
first two days of fighting. Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki demanded that the militia dis-
arm within three days. He proclaimed there would be, ‘No retreat, no talks, no negotiations.’
Al Maliki labelled the militias ‘criminals’ and ‘terrorists’, but the only target of his attack was
the Mehdi Army, supporters of the Shiite cleric Mogtada Al Sadr. The militia supporting Al
Maliki’s own Dawa Party and the Badr Organisation, supporters of the Islamic Supreme
Council of Iraq (ISCI), were not targeted. Many of the Iraqi government forces are Badr mili-
tia in uniform. JIM CRAVEN reports.

7
May 2008: Iraqi army swarms into Sadr City

he Iragi government cam-

paign turned into a rout as the

Mehdi Army fought back in

Basra and widened the strug-

gle to Baghdad and a string of
towns including the four southern
provincial capitals of Kut, Amarah,
Nasariya and Diwaniya. Within four
days the Mehdi controlled three quar-
ters of Basra and half of Baghdad,
where they called a general strike.
They captured Nasariya and in Kut
took over five districts, expelling the
police. Two brigades from the Iragi
army 14th Division, around 1,200
men, refused to fightt Two Iragi
colonels were suspended. Iraqi offi-
cers held fist fights with soldiers from
the ranks, trying to force them into

ently of their imperialist masters, but
proved precisely the opposite.

Imperialist forces take charge

of slaughter

The US pretended to be surprised by
Al Maliki’s initiative but such inde-
pendent military action is inconceiv-
able given the range of US military
support and that US Transition Teams
operate within all sectors of the Iraqi
forces. At the start of the attack US
Colonel Bill Buckner admitted that
“coalition forces were providing intel-
ligence, surveillance and support air-
craft for the operation’. Within a few
days, seeing Iragi government forces
being overwhelmed, the US sent in
missile firing aircraft and helicopters
to rescue them. By day six US ground
forces took part in the fighting.

nothing of the offensive until it had
begun il comimados‘ud o

The British too declared they knew

Class attack

The attack on the Mehdi Army signi-
fies a heightening of the class nature
of the war in Iraq. Al Sadr gains most
of his support, an estimated eight to
ten million people, from the Iraqi
working class and urban poor. His
stronghold, Sadr City in the poorest
part of Baghdad, houses three million
people. These people have suffered
most from the violence and from the
collapse of jobs and services due to
the imperialist occupation. Unlike the
middle classes they do not have the
resources to seek refuge elsewhere.

Al Sadr has consistently opposed
the occupation. He has also stood
against regionalisation, for a united
Iraq, and against the privatisation of
Iragi oil. Sadrist deputies withdrew
from the Iraqi parliament in protest at
the proposed oil law allowing foreign
multinationals to plunder the industry.
Al Maliki's Dawa Party and ISCI,
the Shiil up with the largest block

- always supported
. They represent the
rchan ses who are

have been banned by the Iragi govern-
ment, using anti-union laws frqm
Saddam’s dictatorship. They remain,
however, in control of most of the oil
fields. Impatient with lhf: lack of
progress, the Kurdish regional gov-
crnment has taken autonomous deci-
sions on the northern oil ficlds and
signed contracts with foreign compa-
nies. ISCI now wants to do the same
in the massive Basra oil ficlds.
Provincial elections scheduled  for
October could decide the issue, but
ISCI realise they have no chance of
winning the election while Al Sadr
commands huge support.

Clearing the way for plunder

The imperialists have for a long time
wanted to crush Al Sadr and the
Mehdi Army. They removed the pre-
vious Prime Minister Al Jafaari for
refusing to carry out their demands. In
this respect it is no coincidence that
the present attack was launched a few
days after US  Vice-President
Cheney’s visit. The US has previously
favoured a united Iraqi solution to oil
deals, so as to better keep control in
their hands, but, as the Wall Street
Journal recently reported, Exxon,
Mobil Corp, BP and Royal Dutch
Shell are increasingly frustrated by the
present situation. Cheney’s visit was
intended to secure arrangements for
permanent US bases in Iraq, but he
also talked with Shia, Sunni and
Kurdish leaders on ways of moving
ahead with oil contracts and of the
Iraqis taking on more of a fighting
role. Even as the attack took place rep-
resentatives of Exxon, Chevron and
BP were negotiating contracts with
the Iraqi oil ministry for the Rumaila
oil field near Basra.

Imperialists ignore ceasefire
The Mehdi Army fought ferociously
against the US onslaught in Najaf in
2004. However, Al Sadr has always
been cautious about his supporters
being in direct confrontation with the
imperialists or with Iraqi government
forces or other militias. In February he
extended, for six months, a unilateral
ceasefire that he announced in August
2007. The imperialists took this
opportunity to arrest over 2,000 mem-
bers of the Mehdi Army. General
Petracus’s spokesman, Rear Admiral
Gregory Smith, claimed, ‘We’ve
degraded their capability.” Republican
presidential candidate John McCain,
when visiting Iraq in early March,
said, ‘Moqtada’s influence has been
on the wane for a long time.” Two
weeks later he was forced to pretend
he had never said this.

After the first week of the present
attacks Al Sadr called on his militia to
end ‘armed appearances’, saying, ‘I'm
giving the last warning and the last
word to the Iraqi government. If they
don’t come to their senses and curb the
militias that have infiltrated the gov-
emment, we will declare an open war
until liberation.” He emphasised that
the Sadrists’ ‘strategic objective’ was
the ‘liberation of Iraq from the occu-
pier’ and that the US would be
‘defeated just as they were in
Vietnam’. A ceasefire was brokered by
Shia leaders and Brigadier General
Qassem Sulaymani, head of the Quds
Brigade of the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard, a man designated a ‘terrorist’
by the US government. The reality on
the ground, however, has sometimes
forced Mehdi commanders to take a
different perspective from Al Sadr.
One Mehdi leader said, ‘“We are not
ready to stay home waiting to be
arrested by the army.” Another pointed
out, “They used Moqtada Al Sadr to
publish this truce order so they could
enter difficult areas which Iraqi forces

- could not otherwise control in Basra.

They are bluffing and cheating us.’
- He was correct. The imperialist and
Iraqi forces continued attacking., A
demonstration of one million people
ed by Al Sadr was stopped by the
i army. Al Sadr’s second in com-
as assassinated by Badr mili-
forces laid siege lt,o Sadr City

Shiite cleric Mogtada Al Sadr

and began building a concrete wall to
isolate it from the rest of Baghdad,
British armoured vehicles went into
Basra on 6 April to be joined two
weeks later by US troops. The siege of
Sadr City intensified throughout
April. Under attack from US bombs,
Predator Hellfire missiles and Apache
helicopters at least 900 people were
killed and 2,600 wounded. On 23
April the Red Cross reported that
civilians were cut off from food and
water supplies and hospitals were run-
ning out of necessities. A Sadrist MP,
Dr Al Dori, reported, ‘They have now
completely surrounded Sadr City. The
hospitals are jammed with dead bod-
ies...the occupation forces com-
pletely ban and open fire at any con-
voy trying to deliver humanitarian aid.
People here suffer from shortage of
food supplies. The occupation forces
have bumnt the city’s market.” He went
on to compare the atrocities being per-
petrated by the Israeli forces in Gaza
and what the imperialists were doing
in Sadr City.

Resistance continues

The people of Sadr City resisted into

May. The imperialist forces and their
stooges only managed to penetrate the
outskirts of the city. Government
troops were forced to abandon their
positions under fire from the Mehdi.
Resistance fighters continued firing
mortars into the Green Zone, previ-
ously the only bastion of safety for
imperialist and Iraqi government offi-
cials. On 12 May Al Sadr allowed Iraqi
soldiers, but not US troops, to enter
Sadr City, and halted Mehdi Amy
bombardments of the Green Zone.

Al Maliki threatened that the
Sadrists would not be allowed to con-
test the October elections unless the
Mehdi Army disbanded and disarmed.
This will not happen. So, if the impe-
rialists fail to crush the Sadrists they
may have to cancel the elections. The
elections, however, were proposed by
the US primarily to give Sunnis in the
‘Awakening Councils’ some share in
the government. The Awakening
Councils consist of 90,000 former
resistance fighters who give tacit sup-
port to the US occupiers in return for
$16 million a month. The imperialists
claimed their defection as one of the
successes of the ‘surge’. However, the
Awakening Councils new-found alle-
giance is very fragile and could
explode in the imperialists’ face if the
US reneges on its promises.

Claims for the success of the US
‘surge’ are sounding hollow. The offi-
cial monthly death toll among Iraqis
doubled between January and March.
49 US soldiers were killed in April, the
worst month since August. The reduc-
tion of US forces has been halted so
that, for the foreseeable future, there
will be more troops in Iraq than before
the “surge’. The planned British force
reduction has been cancelled indefi-
nitely. Labour Foreign Sccretary
David Miliband admitted, ‘It is evident
that the mission has not been accom-
plished. The building of the peace [sic]
has gone much worse than people
expected. That is the basic truth and
we might as well accept that.” |
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Divisions in
NATO aid Afghan
resistance

n 2006, the then Labour Defence
Secretary, John Reid, claimed
British forces were in Afghani-
stan to ‘help and protect the
Afghan people reconstruct their
own economy and democracy’. The
following vear was the deadliest since
the 2001 invasion with over 6,200
Afghan people killed. Louise Arbour,
UN Commissioner for Human Rights,
said that civilian casualties have
reached ‘alarming levels’ and an
Oxfam report said the humamtanan
crisis in Afgh n was * p
with sub Saharan Africa”.
Afgbamstanh&sm:ensmed again. Thc

and urged the Pakistan government to
move troops into the region. Pashtuns
on both sides of the border united. The
resistance spread into the Swat Valley
and rockets were fired at the provin-
cial capital Peshawar. The Pakistan
army suffered thousands of casualties.

In May, 2,300 US troops lead a
major attack on the town of Garmser
in Helmand province, believed to be a
rallying point for resistance fighters
from Pakistan. Many of these US
troops, newly arrived in Afghanistan,
were veterans of battles in Iraq. The
Afghan fighters offered little resist-
ance, choosing to tic-up their attackers
and concentrate their offensives fur-
ther north.

Artacks by the Afghan resistance
now average almost 550 per month.

They control large swathes of the

country, forcing the imperialists to
rely on missiles and bombs. These

lead to greater civilian casualtics and
turn more Afghanis against the occu-
pation.
Imperialists divided
Divisions between NATO countries
continue to create further problems for
the occupiers. The Canadians, who
along with the US, British and Dutch
forces have bome the brunt of the

fiphting, threatened to pull out unless |
othet NATO members committed |
more troops to the mam southem
combat arcas. French President Sar-
Lﬁ?\, Mh‘mpnnp o mamtam a \\'t‘(k
ing relationship with the US, agreed to
send an additional force of 1,000
However, many of these are civilian
construction workers and the contin
gent will be posted in the less troubled
east, only relieving US troops to assist
the Canadians. German Chancellor
Merkel had ‘absolutely no time’ to
consider re-deploying German troops
to the south. NATO members are also
refusing to supply more helicopters,
essential for transport and attack — and
due to be in even shorter supply if
reports that the resistance fighters are
buying Stinger anti-aircraft missiles
prove true.

In January the US sent a further
3,500 marines to Afghanistan. They
want Britain to extend tours of duty
for its troops and establish a perma-
nent US and British command in the
south. Britain has refused both
requests. Given the reticence of other
NATO countrics, the US expects to
have to send another 7,000 troops by
2009. This would bring total US and
NATO forces to around 70,000. Even
with 70,000 members of the Afghan
army the total is way below the
400,000 that US counter-insurgency
doctrine says are needed to control
Afghanistan.

Afghan forces unreliable

Meanwhile, British commander Brig-
adier General Mark Carleton-Smith,
has suggested that Afghan forces
could take over security in Gereshk,
Lashkar Gah and Sangin, while in the
same breath saying it could take
another eight years to build the Af-
ghan army. Britain is already prepar-
ing to extend troop deployments

beyond the present 2009 deadline.
The fragility of Afghan security

was demonstrated at the end of Apnl
when resistance fighters

BAE Systems -
a case that

will not die

Just in case you had no faith in the US Department of
Justice, take note that when BAE Systems’ chief executive
Mike Turner and director Sir Nigel Rudd landed at Houston
airport in May, they were arrested. Their documents, mobile
phones and laptops were examined and they were told to
come back for interviews at a later date. The pair were
detained for all of 30 minutes, considerable inconvenience
will have resulted. Unfortunately, the Justice Department’s
concerns are not so much the matter of trading in death, for
BAE is Britain’s biggest arms company, but rather BAE tak-
ing an unfair advantage over its US rivals by allegedly offer-
ing bribes to secure the £43 billion Al Yamamah contract
with Saudi Arabia in 1985. This is considered not fair and
plainly disconcerts Boeing, Lockheed Martin and the rest
who consequently lost out. Justice must be done!l TREVOR
RAYNE reports on a case that will not die.

Richard Jordan Gatling, of the Gatling
gun, recommended in the 1870s that
‘our best policy will be to keep up the
prices of the guns and give liberal
commissions’. This is the customary
practice and well understood as essen-
tial if a country is to maintain its arms
industry. This industry requires
exports if it is to survive and exports
require ‘commissions’, ‘agents’ fees’

and above all discretion. Tradition-
ally, before the 1970s and such as the
Lockheed scandal (where Prince
Bemmhard of the Netherlands was
removed from duties for being
thought to be ‘on the take’ in securing
the Dutch purchase of F-104 Star-
fighter aircraft), governments would
arrange payments and receipts them-

selves. However, in the age of privati-
such ilities are sub-

military parade in Kabul, killing two
government officials and narrowly
missing the President Hamid Karzai.
The British and US ambassadors had
to run for cover as none of the forces
involved in the event were armed. Just
one month before Karzai had claimed
the Afghan army were ready to take
over security in Kabul.  Jim Craven

Darfur Imperialists vie for

Sudan’s oil

Since February 2003 civil war
has raged in oil-rich Sudan’s
western region of Darfur. As
well as being sub-Saharan
Africa’s third largest oil pro-
ducer, Sudan is believed to hold
Africa’s largest unexploited oil
reserves. Sudan is also strategi-
cally placed near the Red Sea
and the Horn of Africa. Sudan’s
oil industry is dominated by
Asian countries such as Malay-
sia, India and China. French and
British oil majors are small-time
players and the US non-existent
due to self-imposed sanctions.

Fuelling the war are the imperialist
nations Britain, France and the US,
thwarting all attempts at a peaceful
resolution in favour of a militaristic
solution. Having failed to get UN
backing for a joint NATO-African
Union force of 26,000 troops into
Darfur, France led an EU force of
3,700 soldiers into eastern Chad in
February 2008, under the pretext of
‘protecting refugees’. Their aim is to
get their hands on Sudan’s oil and
other resources, so choking off the
supply of a vital raw material to their
strategic rival, China. Understandable
concern at the suffering in Darfur is
being used by the imperialists to fur-
ther their ambitions for the region.
Meanwhile, the suffering in the neigh-

bouring Democratic Republic of Con-
go, where over 6 million have died
since 1998 and 1,200 die daily, is
ignored — why? The answer is that
imperialism is in the Congo using the
state’s feebleness and the country’s
chaos to loot its mineral riches.

War in Darfur

When the war began it was between the
govermment of Sudan and the ‘Darfur
rebels’ of the Sudan Liberation Army
(SLA) and the Islamist Justice and
Equality Movement (JEM). These reb-
els have split into over 30 infighting
factions, much to the chagrin of the
British, French and US imperialists
who have armed, trained and funded
them. The imperialists have been
using Israel to attempt to unify the
rebels under the name of the Revo-
lutionary Forces for West Sudan. The
Deputy Chief of Israeli Intelligence,
David Kimsha, has played a key role
in organising training in the Al Nagab
desert in Palestine, Darfur has become
both a cause celebre and a political
tool for the Zionists, conforming to
their racist anti-Arab ideology.

Over 2.15 million people are inter-
nally displaced in Darfur and some
200,000 have fled to neighbouring
Chad. According to the Médecins Sans
Frontiéres (MSF), present in Darfur
since 2004, over 131,000 people may

have died there in 2003-2005. The UN
said that about 200 people were dying
every month in 2006. Most of the
deaths result from starvation, malnutri-
tion and discases which are preventa-
ble. MSF says that a fifth, some 25,000
people, have died violent deaths. To
promote their interventionist aims the
imperialists exaggerate the numbers
who have been raped and killed.

The British shed many crocodile
tears over the suffering in Darfur but
were keen to arrest and detain 80
Darfuri asylum seekers in dawn raids
in Britain in March 2007. Lawyers ini-
tially obtained an injunction prevent-
ing any deportations; however the
government appealed and a few
Darfuris were deported.

The attempt to pose Darfur's con-
flict in simplistic terms of Arab versus
African is false. It is pushed by groups
with dubious political links and back-
grounds such as the Zionist front
group, the Aegis Trust, and The
Independent. Policy Director for the
Aegis Trust is Labour ex-minister
Stephen Twigg. It is led by brothers
Stephen and James Smith, who run the
Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre in
Nottingham. They have led the propa-
ganda campaign for military interven-
tion in Darfur. They must not succeed.
Hands off Darfur! No war for oil!

Charles Chinweizu

contracted out, with governments
paying firms inflated prices for arms
and the firms passing the money on to
agents and other intermediaries as
payments for ‘support services’ and
the like — about which the government
(and Ministry of Defence — MoD)
‘know nothing’.

Paying commissions to corrupt
Middle Eastern government ministers
is well-established practice for BAE.
Its forerunner, BAC, paid bribes in
1965 to encourage Saudi Arabia’s
purchase of rifles and ammunition.
However, £43 billion, the biggest con-
tract ever awarded to a British firm,
and reputed payments of £30 million
every quarter for 10 years into a US
bank account controlled by the son of
the Saudi Defence Minister, are not
easy to hide and incite envy.

The Serious Fraud Office (SFO)
wrote to the Permanent Secretary at
the Ministry of Defence, Kevin Teb-
bit, about allegations concerning BAE
Systems in 2001. Tebbit replied that
he had ‘no wish to set damaging hares
running’ and had ‘conducted a dis-
creet initial exploration of the allega-
tions’ implications’. Tebbit asked the
Chair of BAE Systems who reassured
him that it was an ‘old story’ and that
BAE was committed ‘to operation
within the law’. Labour Defence
Secretary Geoff Hoon said that, *Sir
Kevin looked into the issue at the time
and was satisfied that the allegations
were of no relevance to the MoD and
that no contractual impropriety re-
garding  government  employees
existed.’ Surprisingly unconvinced by
all this, the SFO continued investiga-
tions. A report by the National Audit
Office into Al Yamamah has not been
published. The government halted the
SFO investigation at the end of 2006
citing ‘security grounds’ and co-oper-
ation with Saudi Arabia in the war
against terrorism. The MoD pressured
for the investigation to stop.

This April the High Court ruled that
the SFO had acted ‘unlawfully’ when
it decided to end its investigation into

the allegations. The SFO is now

appealing against the judgment
Should anyone anywhere be con-
cerned about any laxity in BAE
System’s ethical standards, the firm
hired, ‘allegedly’ for £500,000, the
services of the senior judge Lord
Woolf to examine procedures so that
‘no similar allegations anse in the
future’. Lord Woolf issued his recom-
mendations in early May: BAE should
develop, publish and implement a
code of ethical business conduct; it
should forbid ‘facilitation” payments.
BAE should be open and transparent
and similar value for money sugges-
tions from the noble Lord - who
felt no need to add comment on
public relations.

What is intriguing about the Hou-
ston arrests is that BAE owns compa-
nies in the US and employs over
25,000 people there. In 2003 this con-
tributed to BAE being given official
recognition by the Pentagon as an
‘American’ company for defence pro-
curement purchases. BAE Systems
also owns three Swedish defence
companies (Saab, Haaglunds and
Bofors) and could be central to the
development of the European arms
industry to rival that of the US. US
arms companies have an interest in
seeing that BAE is on-board. US
shareholdings in BAE increased from
12.6% in 2004 to 26% in 2006.
Consequently, BAE Systems is posi-
tioned at a critical juncture between
Britain, the US and Europe, that
repeatedly generates serious disputes
in the British ruling class (Cabinet
divisions over the sale of Westland
helicopters, Thatcher’s removal from
Prime Minister and the war on Iraq).
The case of BAE Systems is unlikely
to quietly fade away. |
(Acknowledgment to The Economics of Peace
and Security Journal)
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Bolivian President, Evo Morales

Bolivia

Ruling class aims for
destabilisation to overturn
progressive government

On 10 August Evo Morales will face a recall referendum on
his Bolivian presidency. Should he fail to get the same level
of support as when he was elected in December 2005 (54 %),
he will stand down for fresh elections. The same will apply to
the governors of the nine departments of the country. The
referendum follows determined resistance by the Bolivian
ruling class to the reforms Morales has introduced since he
was elected as the first indigenous president of the country.
This came to a head with an ‘autonomy referendum’ in Santa
Cruz department on 4 May which the ruling class claimed as
a victory since 79% of the votes were in favour of autonomy.
However, the poor of Santa Cruz city rioted in protest and

burned ballot boxes, and 39%

of the people abstained com-

pared to 16% in the 2005 elections. The Bolivian people face
a tremendous challenge, the outcome of which could have a
profound effect on progressive developments throughout
Latin America. As Hugo Chavez has said: ‘to hit Bolivia is to
hit South America’s geopolitical heart’. ROBERT CLOUGH

reports.

Backed by the US and Britain, the
Bolivian ruling class has been mobil-
ising opposition to Morales in its
Santa Cruz stronghold. Wealthy
landowners and agribusiness repre-
sentatives orchestrated the referendum
which the National Election Court
deemed illegal since it involved only
Santa Cruz residents. In reality the ref-
erendum was not about autonomy but
separation. The statutes that were put
to the vote would allow the depart-
ment to:

B determine its residency and immi-
gration policy — a racist drive to
exclude indigenous people migrating
from the poorer west of the country;
M negotiate international treaties;

B levy its own taxes, retaining those
derived from the export of gas;

B establish and run its own police
force;

M end any attempt at land reform:
‘Property rights over land, the regula-
tion of rights, the distribution, redistri-
bution and administration of lands

...are the responsibility of the Provin-
cial government.’

From the 1950s, _successive
Bolivian governments and military
dictatorships funnelled money into
Santa Cruz, supporting the develop-
ment of vast latifundia devoted to
soya bean production and cattle ranch-
ing. Bolivia’s Institute of Agrarian
Reform (INRA) says that 400 individ-
uals own 70% of the country’s pro-
ductive land, whilst in Santa Cruz
department, 25 landowners hold 22m
hectares, 60% of its entire territory.
These shameful figures are backed by
a 2005 UN report which calculated
that 100 families controlled over 20
million hectares of land.

Systematic settlement of Santa Cruz
started after the Second World War
with pro-Hitler Ustashi Croats driven
out of socialist Yugoslavia and Nazis
fleeing a defeated Germany. They cre-
ated a virulently racist culture which
expresses itself in a violent hatred of
indigenous people. During the Hugo
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The poor burm ballot boxes in the slums of Santa Cruz

Banzer military dictatorship of the
1970s, vast tracts of lands, some
exceeding 100,000  hectares,  were
handed over to political cronies regard-
less of whether indigenous people
occupied them or not. Much of this
land was left idle; where it was worked,
landowners established a system of
indentured labour which continues
today. Banzer even offered 800,000
hectares of land to white Rhodesian
and South African farmers, his Im-
migration Sccretary telling them ‘you
will certainly find our Indians no more
stupid or lazy than [your] own blacks’.
Banzer also protected the development
of the Bolivian cocaine trade; drug
wealth flooded into Santa Cruz, financ-
ing a coup in 1980 and causing a US
State Department official to declare
*for the first time the mafia has bought

b

itself a government’. The discovery of
large gas reserves in Santa Cruz and
neighbouring Tarija departments has
augmented the wealth of the eastern
part of the country even further.

The Morales government

What upsets the Santa Cruz ruling
class is that Morales has delivered on
some of his promises and it has a real
fear that, however cautious the land
reform proposals might be, they will
pose a real threat to its wealth and
power. In May 2006 Morales announ-
ced the nationalisation of Bolivia's
gas and oil reserves, forcing the multi-
nationals to rencgotiate their contracts
with much higher tax and royalty rates
— 82% rather than the 18% set follow-
ing the 1997 privatisation. Under the
contracts negotiated in 1997, multina-

tionals had been paying arounq
$150m a year in tax and royalties
($180m in  2005); in 2007 this
increased to $1.93bn, equivalent to
more than 10% of GNP. Some of the
extra revenue has been spent on pro-
viding a pension to the over-60s for
the first time, despite determined
opposition from the ruling clasg
majority in the Senate.

Bolivia has joined the Bolivarian
Alternative for the Americas. In
March 2006 it implemented a literacy
campaign with Cuban materials and
financed by Venezuela which by this
April had taught 77% of the country’s
illiterate population to read and write,
The plan is to become the third Latin
American country after Cuba and
Venezuela to be illiteracy-free and to
achieve this target by November this
year. Cuban doctors have also treated
tens of thousands suffering from treat-
able eye discases.

The Morales government has also
sought to restrict US economic and
political domination in a number of
ways. It has withdrawn from the US-

run School of the Americas, the infa-

mous torture school now called the
Western Hemisphere Institute  for

Security Co-operation. It opposed a
free trade agreement with the US and
in March 2006 refused to renew its
standby agreement with the IMF
which had been responsible for
imposing the neo-liberal policies that
devastated the country in the 1980s
and 1990s. It also withdrew from the
World Bank’s International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes, an
arbitration system characterised by its
lack of transparency and bias toward
multinationals. On 14 May 2008 the
government accused US multinational
Hewlett Packard of failing to pay
$12m import duties on computers
brought into the country — a standard
practice of multinationals.

The Morales land reform pro-

Colombia - the sickness

of US imperialism

of Colombia (FARC) were

formed in the 1960s as a defence
force of armed peasants fighting their
displacement in the south of the coun-
try. During its long struggle for peace
and equality, FARC has undertaken
three peace initiatives — 1984-1990,
1999-2001 and 2007-2008. Each has
been met with the cruellest of res-
ponses, at best simple rejection, more
usually the killing of any FARC mem-
ber who stepped forward to discuss
political solutions to the 45-year vio-
lent class ‘war, or enter into any nego-

The Revolutionary Armed Forces

defeat all opposition to US cor-
porations  pillaging  Colombia’s
oil, coal, and other natural resources.
Plan Victoria is led by General
Alejandro Navas, with 14,300 troops
in southern Colombia and back-up
from the air force and navy equipped
with nine Brazilian Supertucano air-
craft.

The US has exploited all attempts at
negotiation by the FARC over the
exchange of prisoners of war to trace
and execute FARC negotiators. In
2005 the US extended its $5 million
bounty on

the death squads, who murdered the
leader of the march and four other
human rights spokespersons. Imme-
diately afterwards, the Confederation
of Colombian Workers (CUT) report-
ed several assassinations and assaults
including the head of its education
section, the head of the banking em-
ployees union, a leader of the teachers
union, and a researcher at a pedagogi-
cal institute.

Uribe’s US-funded killing machine
has 200,000 military, 30,000 police,
several thousand death squad killers
and over a million middle and upper
class Colombians who support ‘wiping
out the FARC” — meaning eliminating
‘independent popular organisations.
Uribe, in combining mass mobilisation
‘with state terror, is the closest that
ia has seen to a fascist ruler.

| fpited
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“The battle in the US
Ricardo Palmera (Simon Trinidad) is

~ a peace negotiator for FARC. More

than three years ago Palmera was in
Ecuador to meet a UN official to dis-
cuss prisoner exchanges between the
FARC and the Colombian govern-
ment. US and Colombian agents kid-
napped and extradited him to the USA
in 2004 where he is held in solitary
confinement. At his first trial the
jurors did not find him guilty of any
charge, so the Judge Hogan declared a
mistrial. At the start of the retrial,
Judge Hogan was caught collaborat-
ing with US Prosecutor Ken Kohl and
had to step down. Hogan's replace-
ment, Judge Lambert, refused to allow
Palmera any witnesses, but let the US
prosecutor use dozens — paid inform-
ants, convicted drug runners, and cor-
rupt Colombian government officials.

Palmera was then found not guilty
of four charges including terrorism
and kidnapping, but guilty of conspir-
acy to kidnap three US military con-
tractors in February 2003, captured as
part of FARC’s war against the Col-
ombian government. On 28 January
this year, Palmera was given a 60-year
sentence, made possible by adding a
charge of ‘terrorism’ to the accusa-
tions. The contractors, who were held
following an air crash, remain in
FARC'’s hands.

In an attempt to create a complete

cover-up, Palmera was also separately
charged with drug trafficking. Judge
Lambert, who had already won his
spurs with the establishment, faced a
hung jury in the Federal Court on 21
April, and declared another mis-trial.
Yet in order not to embarrass itself
further, the US prosecution then asked
that all drug charges be dropped. Tom
Burke of the National Committee to
Free Ricardo Palmera stated, ‘The
prosecution and the US government
want to portray Ricardo Palmera as 3
criminal and criminalise the struggle
of the Colombian people who aré
fighting for a just society free of for-
eign domination. They failed.’

Ricardo Palmera is held under ‘spe-
cial administrative measures’ in soli-
tary confinement, and not allowed any
visits from family, friends, or support-
ers. The media is not allowed to inter-
view him.

To write and congratulate Ricardo
Palmera on his latest victory, address
cards and letters to:

Ricardo Palmera
c/o Federal Public Defender for DC,
Robert Tucker
625 Indiana Ave, Suite 550
Washington DC 20004

Alvaro Michaels
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~ distribution network and set up a $100

me followed a series of decrees
in May 2006. In its first year, it dis-
tributed six million hectares to land-
less peasants. It aims to award 20 mil-
lion hectares, a fifth of the nation’s
total land arca, over a five-year
eriod, to those with insufficient land
or none at all — some 2.5 million farm-
crs out of a total population of eight
million. Morales proclaimed that, ‘the
ooal of this agrarian revolution is to
break up oligarchic land holdings and
distributc and redistribute land to
those who need it’. So far redistrib-
uted land has been state-owned, but
more recently officials from the INRA
moved into Cordillera in the south of
Santa Cruz to validate land titles and
met armed resistance from landown-
ers and their hirelings. The decrees
allow confiscation of estates where
INRA determines that there is any
form of indebted labour, common in
Cordillera.

Politically the most important
measure of the government has been
the establishment of a Constituent
Assembly. Convened in August 2006,
its purpose has been to refound
Bolivia as a state that represents the
indigenous majority rather than the
privileged white and mestizo minority.
Its deliberations have been fiercely
obstructed by representatives of ruling
class parties such as the right-wing
PODEMOS, led by former president
Jorge Quiroga, a one-time Banzer
ally, which had a substantial minority
of the delegates. In one incident,
crowds of racists assaulted indigenous
delegates including the president. The
assembly finally approved a new con-
stitution in December 2007, exploit-
ing a boycott by the opposition to
ensure that its statutes were approved
by the necessary two-thirds majority.
Plans to put it to the vote in May were
suspended when the National
Electoral Court ruled that there was

not enough time to prepare the vote.
The referendum would have given the

What will happen next?
In June three other resource-rich
departments in the east plan to hold

the choice as to
e

cqually illegal autonomy votes: Beni
and Pando on 1 June and Tarija on 22
June. Landowners in the three depart-
ments arc equally opposed to land
reforms which would break up their
holdlmgs and hand them over to the
‘Indians’ they so despise. Leading the
opposition, however, is Santa Cruz
governor Ruben Costas, one-time
head of the Santa Cruz Civic Com-
mittee, who owns 15,000 hectares of
land. The current head of the
Committee, Branko Marinkovic, is the
son of an Ustashi Croat. Marinkovic is
known to own 3,000 hectares together
with a vegetable oil factory, whilst his
sisters hold a further 14,000 hectares
seized illegally from the Guarayo peo-
ple. Some estimate the entire Marin-
kovic holding at 90,000 hectares —
more than 300 square miles.

Behind these racists stand the US
and Britain. In September 2006, the
Bush administration appointed Philip
Goldberg as US ambassador to Boli-
via. Goldberg served in Bosnia be-
tween 1994 and 1996 and was Chief
of Staff to the US delegation at the
1995 Dayton conference which agreed
the break-up of Yugoslavia. From
2004 he was Chief of Mission in
Kosovo and helped engineer Kos-
ovo’s separation from Serbia. He is
also a member of the Latin American
International Centre for Balkanisation
(CONFILAR) whose headquarters are
in Santa Cruz, The clear reason for his
appointment is to promote a strategy
of Balkanisation to undermine pro-
gressive developments in Latin Am-
erica. He is being helped by grants
from the likes of the National Endow-
ment for Democracy and USAID
totalling $120m since 2005. The US
Embassy has sent a letter to all US cit-
izens in Bolivia asking them to inform
on the activities of Cubans and Ven-
ezuelans in Bolivia, and to report any
government action against reactionary
protestors. Meanwhile the Bolivian
Ambassador to Britain, Maria Sou-
viron, has complained that the Foreign
Office recently organised a meeting in
Parliament with Morales’ opponents.

However, the imperialists are not
having everything their own way.
Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua have
made it clear that they stand with

Venezuela
Confronting
the food crisis

‘The food crisis is the greatest
demonstration of the historical failure
of the capitalist model.’

President Hugo Chavez

An extraordinary meeting of the mem-
ber nations of the Bolivarian Alter-
native for the Americas (ALBA) met
in the Venezuelan capital, Caracas, on
23 and 24 April to discuss the world
food crisis and the political crisis in
eastern Bolivia.

At the meeting, Nicaraguan Presi-
dent Daniel Ortega, Bolivian Presi-
dent Evo Morales, Cuban Vice Presi-
dent Carlos Lage and Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez signed
accords to promote mutual agricul-
tural development, create a joint food

fund in
cated in

important’.

satisfaction of people’s needs’.

The agricultural agreements will
focus on rice, corn, oil for human con-
sumption, beans, beef and milk and
the improvement of irrigation. The
ALBA leaders also agreed to form a
public food distribution network with
regulated prices to prevent private
price speculation.

Venezuela has already redistributed
over 2 million hectares of land and
increased government funding for
agricultural production by 728% over
the past three years. Hugo Chavez has
spoken of the need to ‘move away
from the oil-based preduction model.
The future of the country is in the
Jand...food production is the most
In February the Vene-
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~a state-

Morales. Meeling in emergency ses-
sion on 3 May, the Organisation of
American States also agreed a declara-
tion of support for the Morales govern-
ment which opposed any attempt to
‘disrupt” Bolivia’s territorial integrity.
Even the Bolivian army has weighed
in: General Luis Trigo Antelo, the
Bolivian Armed Forces' commander in
chief, has wamed Santa Cruz and the
other departments secking autonomy
that the army will ‘not allow sepa-
ratism’. Meanwhile Morales has con-
tinued with the nationalisation pro-
gramme. On | May, he announced that
the Bolivian government would nation-
alise the local subsidiary of British
Petroleum and two other companics:
Ashmore Energy International (in
which Marinkovic was a large share-
holder) and Compafifa Logistica de
Hidrocaburos Boliviana. That same
day he also announced the nationalisa-
tion of Entel, the largest telecommuni-
cations company in Bolivia, despite
threats from its Italian owners who are
now taking the Bolivian government
to the World Bank.

Crucially, however, it is the masses
that will decide, as they did in the
Cochabamba Water War of 2000 and
the Gas Wars of 2003 and 2005. On the
day of the referendum indigenous
working class and poor from the huge
Plan 3000 slum in Santa Cruz city
bumned ballot boxes and fought the
neo-fascist Union of Santa Cruz Youth.
The same day a massive demonstration
took place in Cochabamba as up to half
a million people showed the depth of
opposition to the ruling class manoeu-
vres. Cochabamba’s governor, Man-
fred Reyes, who was driven out of the
city in December 2006 for supporting
autonomy, remains unable to return
from his Santa Cruz refuge.

Although the Bolivian economy is
expanding and living standards are
improving for many, the ruling class is
likely to create food shortages and
economic disruption to promote a cli-
mate of political instability. It is now
down to the Bolivian anti-imperialist
social movements which organise the
mass of the rural and urban indige-
nous poor, and which have been unde-
feated for many years, to have the
final say. |

some way to alleviate the shortages
and high prices of items such as oil,
rice, milk and wheat. PDVAL is to
distribute some 74,000 tons of im-
ported food, such as powdered milk.
Despite its own shortages, in April
Venezuela sent 364 tons of meat,
milk, lentils, oil and vegetables to
Haiti where the poorest sections of the
population were facing near-starva-
tion because of rising food costs.
‘The ALBA meeting also pledged
li ith the Bolivian govern-
right-wing secession-
h landowners
[ viola-

Maoist

party

wins election

“This victory is a command by the Nepali people to
establish lasting peace’ Prachanda, April 2008

n 10 April, the Communist

Party of Nepal (Maoist)

(CPN(M)) won elections for

a Constituent Assembly

with 31% of the vote: they
gained 120 of the 240 directly-elected
scats and 100 of the seats allotted
through proportional representation.
The Maoists’ spectacular victory was
a shock for the regional and global
powers who presumed that the bour-
geois Nepali Congress Party and its
allies would form the government.
The Nepali Congress and Communist
Party of Nepal (UML) had 110 and
103 seats respectively. The US
embassy in Kathmandu had scorfully
predicted that the CPN(M) would gar-
ner a mere 10% of the vote.

The election of a Constituent
Assembly, which will write a new
constitution for Nepal, was the corner-
stone of the 2006 peace deal struck
with the Maoist rebels which ended
the civil war in Nepal and forced the
king, Gyanendra, to end direct rule
and restore parliament. An estimated
60% of the 17.6 million electorate
voted, lining up before dawn at the
20,000 polling stations, many voting
for the first time in their lives. Many
of the CPN(M)’s votes came from the
dalit, or untouchable caste, who form
14% of the population. The CPN(M)
has promised to end both caste and
gender discrimination. It has 21 wom-
en in the new assembly, compared
with the Nepal Congress Party’s one.

However, with 601 seats in total in
the new Constituent Assembly, the
CPM(N) lacks an overall majority,
and will need to build alliances.
CPN(M) leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
known by his rebel name of
Prachanda, ‘the fierce one’, said that
all political parties should unite to
push ahead the peace process and
implement the republican agenda. The
most pressing task will be to form a
new government. When asked how
the CPN(M) could form a government
without the two-thirds majority
required by the Interim Constitution,

l"l’tachanda was clear: ‘We are trying

best to build consensus and ulti-

ill get consensus’.

te aim is to replace the

an elected head of

has said that the king
respect as a cit-

he co-oper-

ates with the forthcoming abolition of
the monarchy rather than having to be
forced out. The CPN(M) is drafting a
new constitution which provides for a
prime minister and a president.
Prachanda is likely to become Nepal’s
first ‘executive president’, but he has
indicated that in the meantime he
would accept the post of prime minis-
ter with the responsibility of the head
of state, like the present incumbent
Prime Minister Girija Prasad, who has
yet to resign — an indication of some
of the challenges the new government
will face. The ruling class will not
easily give up its privileges nor its
power.

While the Maoists have put down
their arms, they have not disbanded.
Access to the People’s Liberation
Army’s weapons is still under the con-
ditions of a complicated arrangement
involving the UN. The PLA has stated
that they will be used in defence
against any attack by the army or an
outside force. They may yet be
needed. For though isolated and dis-
credited by the mass of the people and
abandoned by even bourgeois forces,
King Gyanendra still enjoys support
from the army generals. They may not
readily accept their leadership being
replaced by PLA chiefs. The imperial-
ist powers are also biding their time,
waiting to see how much of a threat
the Maoist leadership poses ta.their
interests should they pursue a more
revolutionary agenda. Prachanda has
stated that after the implementation of
the republican agenda the country
would tread the path of ‘economic
revolution’.

The CPN(M) has been voted in
because it has championed the cause
of some of the poorest people in the
world, promising to improve their
conditions. How far it is now able to
do so will depend on the Maoists’
political will and their ability to
mobilise the masses. Any radical eco-
nomic reform will be met with opposi-
tion by the other parties and strain
whatever coalition is now formed.
This will derail the ‘peaceful’ condi-
tions under which the CPN(M) is
seeking to develop the revolutionary
process. However, the elections have
shown that the CPN(M) has the mass
of the people on its side and in those
circumstances, real change is possible.

Andrew Alexander
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The rioting that started
in Tibet on 14 March
was quickly seized on

by the imperialist media

as a stick with which to
beat China. There
followed widely-
reported protests as
the Olympic torch made
its passage through
Europe. However,
claims that what was
taking place was a
struggle for national
liberation are wide of
the mark, as THOMAS
VINCENT reports.

Before the revolution: the rule of
brute force and superstition
The socialist revolution which started
in 1951 was a historic advance for the
mass of Tibetan people.* Prior to the
revolution the majority of Tibetans
were held in serf slavery to the religious
and secular aristocracy, and below this
around 5% of the population were
“chatte] slaves’, lacking even the right
to grow crops for themselves and were
often starved, beaten or worked to
death. The religious and secular aristoc-
racy and the government accounted for
2% of the population, with just 626 peo-
ple out a population of two to three mil-
lion owning 93% of all land and wealth
and 70% of yaks. Serfs worked 16 to 18
hours a day, keeping only a quarter of
the food they grew, whilst the ruling
classes spent their time eating, gam-
bling, memorising religious dogma and
relaxing. Poor monks were subject to
menial labour and beatings from the
upper abbots. To be 2 woman was
considered proof of sins in a past life.
Women were forbidden from raising
their eyes above a man’s knees and hus-
bands were permitted to slice off the
end of their wife’s nose as punishment
for sleeping with another man. Freedom
of religion was forbidden, and women
were reportedly burnt to death for prac-
tising the pre-Buddhist traditional reli-
gion of Bon. Armed gangs were em-
ployed by the aristocracy to enforce
their rule, combined with groups of
monks known as the ‘Iron Bars’ after
the metal rods they used to beat people.
‘Whipping 2 person to the point of death
and then leaving them to die elsewhere
was considered consistent with the
Buddhist conception of ‘non-violence’.
Religious superstition dominated the
lives of the Tibetan masses and was
used to justify their exploitation. At a
“time when half of the Tibetan popuh—
tion could not afford butter, the main
source of protein available, a third of all
butter produced in Tibet was burned as
religious offerings. Women were bur-
ned to death for giving birth to twins,
which was considered proof of having
slept with a devil. Using iron ploughs,
mining coal, harvesting fish or game
and medical innovations were all prohi-
bited by religious dogma, holding back
the development of the productive for-
ces to meet people’s needs.

TIBET
No struggle for

freedom

fordable goods such as tea and matches,
attracted more and more Tibetans into
the revolutionary movement.

Tibetan serfs had already been fight-
ing back against their class oppression,
with documented uprisings in 1908,
1918, 1931 and the 1940s, which were
all brutally repressed. Now, with the
spread of the Chinese revolution into
Tibet they had the opportunity for a
lasting victory against their oppressors.
No longer bound to the monasteries for
life, thousands of young monks aban-
doned the priesthood to take up produc-
tive work. PLA road-building camps
became a magnet for escaped serfs and
chattel slaves, where they studied the

principles and analysis of the Chinese
revolution.

In March 1959, in an attempt to put a
stop to this, the Tibetan ruling class
with CIA funds and training, organised
an assault on the Chinese garrison in
Lhasa and along the Chinese-Indian
border. With little support from the
masses, the uprising was defeated in a
matter of days. 13,000 members of the
old feudal aristocracy went into exile
and new organs of popular power were
created, with a thousand Tibetan stu-
dents rushing to contribute to the organ-
isation of the revolution. In the initial
stages land rents were slashed, forced
labour was abolished, slaves were
freed, and the massive debts of serfs to
their former masters were cancelled.

ClA-backed religious leader, the Dalal
Lama, in exile

Exploitation returns to Tibet

In the years following the end of the
Cultural Revolution and Deng Xiao-
ping’s rise to power in China, these
movements were defeated, and Deng’s

. aims of establishing Tibet as an ‘effi-
qlenl capualm,;m of exploitation arc.
realised. Major i mmwlr

of them ranking among the top five in
China at a provincial level. These inclu-
de minerals crucial to the metallurgical,
chemical, construction, national de-
fence and electronic industrics. Whilst
having few reserves of coal, oil and nat-
ural gas, Tibet has strong potential for
hydro, geothermal, wind and solar
energy, already producing around 30%
of China’s hydro energy annually at 200
million kw and leading China in geot-
hermal reserves. It is this wealth which
is being fought over by the Tibetan and
Chinese ruling classes, in a counter-rev-
olutionary process which has set the
context for the recent violence.

Viclence targets ethnic
minorities

Although in the initial rioting police
cars, fire engines and other official
vehicles were torched, available eyewit-
ness accounts suggest rioters quickly
moved on to target homes, hotels and
businesses owned by Han Chinese
(China’s largest ethnic group), Hui
Chinese (a Muslim minority) and other
non-Tibetan ethnic groups. Shops were
smashed and looted, hotels vandalised.
Han and Hui Chinese were beaten in the
streets and had their homes torched, and
at least one mosque was reported to be
set on fire. The official Chinese media
agency Xinhua reported that on 14
March rioters in Lhasa injured 623 peo-
ple, 382 of them civilians, and killed 18
civilians. Tibetan exiles were quoted in
The Times as saying five people were
killed by police.

Dawa Tsering, an Additional
Secretary in the Department of In-
formation and International Relations
of the Tibetan government-in-exile,
argued in an interview with Radio
France International on 2 April that
these actions were consistent with the
Buddhist conception of ‘non-violence’:

‘First of all, I must make it clear that
the Tibetan [rioters] has been non-vio-
lent throughout . .. From the video recor-
dings you can see that the Tibetan rioters
were beating Han Chinese, but only
beating took place. After the beating the
Han Chinese were free to flee. Therefore
[there was] only beating, no life was
harmed, Those who were killed were all
results of accidents. From recordings
shown by the Chinese Communist goy-
emment, we can clearly see that when
Tibetan [rioters] were beating on their
doors, the Han Chinese all went into
hiding upstairs. When the Tibetan [riot-
ers] set fire to the buildings, the Han
Chinese remained in hiding instead of
escaping, the result is that these Han
hinese were all accidentally bumt to

ho set and

‘Shops were smashed and looted, hotels vandalised. Han and Hui Chinese were beaten in
the streets and had their homes torched”

other Chinese provinces. There have

followed widespread support for the

protests and vocal condemnations of the

Chinese government by imperialist me-
dia and governments. Chinese students
have mobilised across Europe to expose
press misreporting of the riots, and the
Cuban and Venezuelan governments
have issued statements condemning the
imperialists’ attempts to isolate China
for their own interests.

Forces behind the protests

The Dalai Lama’s movement has recei-
ved substantial backing from the CIA,
with an intelligence operation estab-
lished between the CIA and the Dalai
Lama’s second eldest brother, Gyalo
Thundop, as early as 1951. Currently
Tibetans in exile in India continue to
receive an annual $2 million from the
US Congress via the National Endow-
ment for Democracy and other chan-
nels, with additional millions for ‘de-
mocracy activities’ within the Tibetan
exile community, The Dalai Lama has
received additional funding from the
likes of financier George Soros. Ba-
cking for the protests within Tibet has
been reported as arising from anger at
high inflation within the region, which
has been attributed to the high levels of
migration of other ethnic groups to
Tibet in recent years,

In contrast to those who support a
‘Free Tibet', the Dalai Lama and the
Tibetan govemment-in-exile do not
support total independence for Tibet,
but only greater autonomy within Chi-
na. The protests seem intended to estab-
lish a new accommodation with the
Chinese government which will further
return the privileges of the religious
aristocracy alongside a new layer of

- wealthy landowners that has arisen as a
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The response of the left
Unable or unwilling to grasp the signifi-
cance of the counter-revolutionary pro-
cesses which have led to the present sit-
uation, the majority of the British left
have given support to the protests which
is as fulsome as that of the imperialists.
Socialist Worker uncritically parroted
the line of the CIA-funded Tibetan exile
groups, describing the protests as ‘the
product of decades of national oppres-
sion’. The Socialist Party cited casualty
figures without mentioning that the
majority of those injured and killed had
been at the hands of rioters.

We should not forget that these are
the same groups which have consis-
tently supported counter-revolutionary
movements such as the CIA-backed
Solidamosc in Poland, and the mujahi-
deen in Afghanistan. The virulently
anti-communist Reporters  Without
Borders, who have repeatedly attacked
the Cuban Revolution, waged a high-
profile campaign not only for the free-
dom of journalists to report from Tibet,
but also against any press criticism of
the ‘Dalai Lama clique’ or of the vio-
lence carried out by rioters against eth-
nic minorities.

There is no national liberation move-
ment in Tibet. There is, on the one
hand, the religious aristocracy and the
new landowners, jockeying for a greater
share of Tibet’s profits, and gaining
support from a section of Tibetan soci-
ety through racist scapegoating of eth-
nic minorities for the problems caused
by China's capitalist restoration, and
from the US ruling class aen.kmb o
strengthen its strategic interests in the
region. On the other hand, there is the
Chinese ruling elite sccking to reach
a compromise with Tibet’s mhgloua
aristocracy which will allow it to main-
tain a large share of Tibet’s growing
wealth ]
* Much of the historical material in this
article is drawn from the Revolutionary
Waorker, newspaper of the Revolutionary
Communist Party, US,
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60 years after the Nakba,
resistance continues

The imperialists were united in their celebration of the 60th
anniversary of the formation of the state of Israel. Prime Minister
Brown described Israel as ‘one of the greatest achievements of the
20th century’, declaring that ‘Britain will continue to be a true and
constant friend of Israel in good times and in bad’. President Bush
told the Knesset on 15 May during a special trip to Israel to celebrate
the anniversary: ‘l am honoured to stand before one of the world’s
great democratic assemblies... My only regret is that one of Israel’s
greatest leaders is not here to share this moment. He is a warrior for
the ages, a man of peace, a friend. The prayers of the American
people are with Ariel Sharon.’ BOB SHEPHERD reports.

Bush’s speech was an open,
unambiguous expression of su-
pport for Isracl with only a
passing reference to the fate of
the Palestinians. Linking Ham-
as and Hizbullah with Al Qai-
da, he declared that Israel was
right not to negotiate with Ha-
mas and condemned any inter-
pational attempts to rebuke
Isrzel: “We consider it a source
of shame that the United Na-
tions routinely passes more hu-
man rights resolutions against
the freest democracy in the
Middle East than any other
nation in the world’. He fin-
ished his address with a clear
message of support to the Zion-
ists, ‘... you have built a
mighty democracy that will
endure forever and can always
count on the United States of
el s

" The whole affair was a fur-

ther humiliation for Palestinian
President Abbas with his relia-
nce on the US-sponsored peace
process. Abbas said that the

Set-back for US

ificen days after armed

clashes erupted between

militants of the imper-
ialist-backed 14 March coal-
ition government of Lebanon
and the Hizbullah-led oppo-
sition, the opposing Lebanese
leaders reached an agreement
at the Lebanese National Dial-
ogue Conference held in Doha,
Qatar, on 21 May 2008. It rep-
resented a significant set-back
for imperialist plans for the
country. The deal pledged to
elect army chief Michel Sul-
eiman as the president of the
republic, and committed the
participants to form a national
unity cablmet and draft a new
electoral law for parliamentary
eleptiom in 2009. The national
unity government gives Hiz-
bullah and its allies their long-

speech had ‘irritated” the Pales-
tinian Authority and he had
raised his concems ‘frankly’
with Bush calling on him ‘to
take a meutral stance’! Abbas
then more or less admitted that
the talks were going nowhere:
“As for the Israclis, we negoti-
ate with them, yet we do not
intend to sell illusions and say
the situation has been settled or
it will be settled soon’. He
added that not a single issue
had actually been settled yet. In
reality, with the support of im-
perialism, all issues are being
settled in Israel’s favour. Im-
mediately before Bush’s visit
the Zionists had announced
that 800 new housing units are
planned for the Betar Illet set-
tlement on the outskirts of Jer-
usalem. It is also reported that

" in the talks the Israclis have

used written letters and pledges
from the Bush administration
that guarantec the incorpora-
tion of the settlement blocks
into Israel to prevent any dis-

cussion on their continuing
expansion.

Gaza

As part of its ongoing and
intensifying blockade of Gaza,
Israel had restricted the trans-
port of diesel and petrol into
the Strip, but since the 9 April
attack by the Palestinian resist-
ance on the Nahal Oz border
crossing, Israel has imposed a
virtual block on the transport of
all fuel and cooking gas into
Gaza. Limited concessions have
been made for the import of
industrial diesel for the power
plant but this is inadequate to
keep it running continuously.
The results of this are creating
a humanitarian catastrophe; po-
wer cuts happen every day as
the main power station is con-
tinually running out of fuel.
This affects hospitals, water
supply and sewage disposal.
John Ging, Director of the Un-
ited Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) operations

in by supporters in Beirut.
Within an hour, youngsters
affiliated to Hizbullah and the
Amal movement started to re-
move the protest tents and
trucks which had paralysed the
commercial heart of Beirut.

Origins of the crisis

The 18-month political crisis
began on 1 December 2006
when the imperialist-backed
Prime Minister Siniora, leader
of the 14 March bloc, deman-
ded that Hizbullah hand over
its weapons in the aflermath of
Hizbullah’s victory over Israel
in the war of July 2006, In
response, Hizbullah  leader
Sheik Hassan Nasrallah acc-
used Siniora of being a ‘traitor’

Palestinians protest at the |

in Gaza reported on some of
the consequences:

¢60,000 cubic meters of raw
and partially treated sewage ar¢
pumped out to sea cvery day,
simply because the treatment
plants have run out of fuel.
Fifteen diesel powered water
wells have shut down complet-
ely, leaving 70,000 people with-
out water in their homes, Gaza’s
Public Water Authority now re-
ports that because of the regular
power cuts and a lack of diesel
for back up generators, 30% of
Gazans have running water for
only four to eight hours per
week, 40% once every four
days and the remaining 30%
every other day. The sewage at
Sheik Redwan in northemn Gaza
City and Jabalia refugee camp is
overflowing into lagoons in res-
idential areas which were de-
signed for storm water. In

sraeli fuel blockade at the Rafah border

Palestinian

Jabalia, the amount is three mil-
lion litres of raw sewage in the
last week of April alone.”

The shortage of cooking gas
means that people are search-
ing for wood and other com-
bustible items to burn for cook-
ing purposes — a0 impossible
task for a population of 1.5 mil-
lion. Israel’s complete block on
petrol or ordinary diesel has
forced more than 90% of cars
off the road, including 70% of
all ambulances. Donkey-drawn
carts are mow becoming the
only way for most people to
travel any distance.

The fuel shortages have also
affected UNRWA's ability to
distribute food aid to the 80%
of Gazans who now exist below
the poverty line. This shortage
of food has been made worse by
the deliberate destruction of
farms in Gaza by the Isracli

army. On 17 May [sraeli military
bulldozers destroyed ten poul-
try farms, as well as orange
groves, almond and olive trees
and greenhouses near Rafah
The Ministry of Agriculture
estimated the loss at $1.5m.

Palestinian

resistance

At the same time that Bush was
praising Isracli terrorists, mass
demonstrations marking the 60th
anniversary of the Nakba took
place across Palestine: in the
West Bank and Gaza and at
Nazareth, inside the 1948 Gre-
en Line. The demonstration at
Nazareth was brutally attacked
by the police force of the
‘mighty democracy’ using tear
gas and batons.

Over 50,000 people filled
the streets of Ramallah, the
largest protest i the West
Bank since the start of the sec-
ond Intifada. The organisers of
the demonstration, the National
Committee to Commemorate
the Nakba, issued a statement
which called for the right of
return of all Palestinian refu-
gees and the peed to, stre-
ngthen the popular campaigns
in Palestine, the Arab world
and internationally, particu-
larly the campaign for boy-
cotts, disinvestment and sanc-
tions against Israel, as well as
the campaign for an academic
and cultural boycott, and the
campaign against the Israell
Apartheid Wall’.

End British support for Israel!
Boycott Israeli! Boycott M&S!

and Zionist plans

Sayyed Nasrallah declared that
‘the decisions of the ruling bloc
are a declaration of war,..Our
communications network is not
a commercial telephone serv-
ice, but rather a military com-
munications system that backs
the resistance. .. [it] is the most
important of our weapons.’
Hizbullah’s network proved to
be largely impenetrable during
the war with Israel — hence the
imperialists’ concern.

Druze leader Walid Jumb-
latt of the Progressive Socialist
Party (PSP), who is in Siniora’s
ruling bloc and very close to
the US, alleged that Hizbullah
was spying on Beirut airport
that it was linked to the
inations of anti-Syrian

- figures aad seoyrity. per

Belrut: Hizbullah tent city

press conference as the main
agent for US plans in Lebanon,
saying: ‘Jumblatt’s government
declared a proxy war on the
resistance for Israel and the
US... they want to extend their

plain and Beirut on onc side,
and the eastern Bekaa Valley
on the other, Hizbullah fighters
defeated Jumblatt’s militias,
forcing him to order his fight-
ers to stand-down. In an inter-
view with The Guardian from
his besieged Beirut home,

s Jumblatt said: ‘Hizbullah and
 Iran won the battle of Beirut.

ed neutral throughout the

violence and, apparently in co-
ordination with Hizbullah, set
up checkpoints. After Siniora
invited its arbitration, the army
overtumed the two decisions
his government had made, and
called on fighters to leave the
streets. Once the army had re-
instated General Wafiq Shqier,

Hizbullah and allied Shia mili-
tants largely withdrew from
positions captured in Sunni-
majority west Beirut.

Commenting on Lebanon’s

internal clashes Israel's Mili-
tary Intelligence Chief, Major
General Amos Yadlin, told Ha-
aretz that: ‘Hizbullah proved
that it was the strongest power
in Lebanon. .. stronger than the
Lebanese and had it wanted to
take the govemment it could
have done it." He said Hiz-
bullah continued to pose a ‘sig-
nificant’ threat to Israel as its
rockets could reach ‘a large
part of Israeli territory’,

_ The US had spent $1.3 bil-
lion in support of Siniora’s gov-
emment, dedicating about $400
million to boost Lebanon’s
security forces, However, these
developments show how weak
the imperialist-backed govem-
ment was, despite all the finan-

~ cial and diplomatic support it

and received. And as Nasrallah has

said, ‘we are not worried about

~ a Sunni-Shi'ite sedition. The

problem is between a US proj-
2 wd a resistance project.’

Manal Darwish
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Cuba: strengthening socialis
not consumerism

Recent measures introduced in Cuba have led to wishful thinking among
Cuba’s enemies in the corporate media, who have seized on them as
evidence of a return to capitalism. In reality they are the result of a
profound process of self-criticism and debate within socialism.

n 24 February, following his
election as President of the
Council of State in the Nat-
ional Assembly of People’s
Power, Raul Castro said that ‘the
people’s mandate to this legislature
is very clear: to continue strength-
ening the Revolution at a historical
juncture which demands from us to
be dialectic and creative’. He called
for less centralisation and bureau-
cracy, giving the example of better
milk production and distribution as
testimony to local decision-making
and arguing that this approach could
work in other areas of the economy:
‘a more compact and operational
structure is required, with a lower
number of institutions under the
central administration of the State
and a better distribution of their
functions’. There is, of course, no sug-
gestion of a ‘Chinese-style’ market
economy, so destructive to social-
ism: ‘Good planning is most impor-
tant for we cannot spend more than
‘we have’

Increasing food

production

Increasing food production in Cuba
has been identified as a primary task
and, given mising global prices, the
adverse effect of climate change and
US aggression, an issue of maximum
national security. As an example of
the difficulties faced, the Cuban media
recently reported that in one munici-
pality, San Jose, only a little over half
the arable land is farmed effectively,
with 3,000 out of 52,200 hectares
completely idle.

On 12 May the National Assembly
appointed 30 of its members to a
working commission on food and
agriculture. It will address structural
problems in Cuba’s agricultural sys-
tem that prevent full use of the land
and efficient distribution of produce.
It will oversee local offices of the
Ministry of Agriculture, which are
being opened in each of Cuba’s 169
municipalities. These Municipal Agri-
cultural Delegations will have author-
ity to make decisions addressing con-
crete problems in their local area. Part
of their task will be to eliminate cor-
ruption and train more agricultural
workers. At the same time the govern-
ment has raised the price it pays farm-
ers for meat and milk as a way of
increasing production.

tation, new services were announced
making mobile phones, computers
and DVD players more readily avail-
able, and making it easier for Cubans
to rent cars and use tourist hotels. All
of these restrictions were introduced
during the special period as circulars
to prevent a growth in inequality.
They were not laws, so it was straight-
forward to reverse them. The develop-
ments in telecommunications are par-
ticularly important and priority is
being given to the areas where there
are the fewest phones. Ramén Linares
Torres, First Deputy Minister of
Informatics and Communications
(MIC) noted that: “for the Revolution,
it was always a prority to advance
communications in the rural areas. At
the beginning of 1959 there were only
170,000 telephone lines and 73% of
them were located in the capital and
other major cities. Telephone density
was 2.6 per 100 inhabitants, a rate that
has been quintupled, but is still low.”

The reaction

The response of the Bush administra-
tion in the US has been to allow US
citizens to send mobile phones to
Cuba, in the vain hope that this will
weaken the Revolution, Journalists in
Europe and the US are jumping over
themselves to portray the recent
deyelopments as a sign of weakness
and stagnation of Cuban socialism.

 The Guardian’s Rory Carroll, in an

article on 7 April entitled ‘To save

»c;.\glmumsm, ;Raul experiments with

consumerism’, says that the ‘reforms’
‘imaginable’

was elected President of the Council
of State.

On the contrary, in 2005 the Cuban
government distributed free pressure
cookers and rice cookers to every
family home in Cuba. Cubans were
able to replace their old refrigerators
and televisions with new energy effi-
cient substitutes provided at a sub-
sidised cost, to be paid back in small
instalments over many years.

Pablo Valiente, writing for the
Cuban Union of Young Communists’
Juventud Rebelde (Rebel Youth) news-
paper about the new mobile phone
services on 21 April, commented on
the storm being whipped up by capi-
talist media about the so-called ‘re-
forms’:

‘The old, small and smug Europe
appears as the leader, with its exultant
levels of life unapproachable for the
rest of the planet, unaware of the real-
ity that surrounds it. Not even the
Americans, as free as they say they
are, can exhibit such an encouraging
performance... Almost none of those
mathematicians, so skilful at compar-
ing Cubans’ wages but never their real
income, mention the fact that the
prices charged by ETECSA [the Cuban
phone company] are among the lowest
in the world... Nor does anyone say a
word about how, for connection rea-
sons, the Caribbean — where Cuba is

.wiva Fi
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May 1 2008, Cubans march in Havana on International Workers Day, organised under the
slogan ‘Unity, Strength and Victory in support of the Revolution’. Millions took part in
mobilisations across Cuba, also calling for the release of the Cuban 5

located — is, along with the Pacific
islands, the area with the world’s most
expensive rates for phone services.’
The real background to these re-
forms is far more interesting than the
mainstream media would have us

know. Firstly, since Cuba’s Energy
Revolution in 2006, which involved
the successful upgrade of Cuba’s elec-

tricity grid, Cuba now has the capacity
to provide the power needed to run
high-end electrical equipment on a
mass scale. Secondly, selling comput-
ers and DVDs at high prices to
domestic consumers with significant
financial resources will mop up

excess liquidity, which will in - tumn
stem inflationary pressures, particu-
larly on food prices. It will also pro-
vide the socialist state, which has a
monopoly on imports, with additional
revenue for its investment and welfare
programmes.

Bourgeois journalists and middie
class ‘socialists” will continue to write
about ‘stagnation’ or predict the
downfall of Cuba’s revolutionary sys-
tem in the faint hope that it might one
day happen. Meanwhile the Cuban
people are building socialism.

Louis Brehony, Sam Vincent,
Helen Yaffe

CUBA
NEWS

Bank of ALBA founded
ALBA member states have officially
established the Bank of ALBA with ini-
tial financing of US$1bn. The bank will
promote economic integration between
ALBA countries and invest in infra-
structure and social projects within
them.

ALBA (an acronym in Spanish for
Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas)
is an anti-neoliberal alllance of coun-
tries that now includes Cuba, Venez-
uela, Bolivia, Nicaragua and Dominica.
The bank aims to free member coun-
tries from dependency on the World
Bank and the IMF, which has caused
havoc in Latin America through the
oppressive loan conditions these In-
stitutions impose on debtor countries.
In contrast the ALBA bank will not
impose loan conditions. All member
countries have an equal vote on fund-
ing decisions, and contribute capital
according to their ability to pay. Each
member state will host a branch of the

bank, with the head office based in the

Venezuelan ca_pita.l, Caracas.

appeal which was later quashed by the
US government.

The latest appeal decision could
come at any time. If the court decides
favourably for the Five on any of the
appeal issues, the US government will
likely launch a counter appeal. In the
US, the National Committee to Free
the Cuban Five has issued a call for
international ‘Day After’ actions, call-
ing for protests around the world on
the days following the court decision.

The Five were arrested in Miaml in
1998 on false charges ranging from
espionage to conspiracy to commit
murder. In reality they did nothing more
than gather information about terrorist
groups operating against Cuba from
the US.

Here in Britain Rock around the
Blockade has oined the 'Day After’
pledge and is organising protests
natlonwide. If you want to be a part of
this contact Rock around the Blockade
and Join the campaign today.

US diplomat ferries money
for anti-Cuban terrorist
groups

Over a dozen emalls and a video re-
cording released by the Cuban gov-
ernment show that Michael Parmly, US
diplomat and outgoing chief of the US
special interests section, has carried
money into Cuba for Santiago Alvarez,
a close assoclate and benefactor of
notorious anti-Cuban terrorist Luis Pos-
ada Carrlles. Alvarez s currently serv-
ing a 30 month sentence for weapons
possession. The money he sent was
for Martha Beatriz Roque, a well-
known Cuban ‘dissident’ who once

,_oa.sted that she couldn't care less if

the Yankees invaded Cuba. She was
receiving $1,500 a month from Fun-
dacion Rescate Juridico, an NGO set
up by Alvarez.

The US government will this year
award a record $45.7 million to counter-
revolutionary groups in the form of
Cuba ‘democracy’ grants — more than
triple the amount for 2007.

Sam Vincent

SWP poison

An example of the damage that the
SWP try to do was demonstrated at a
showing of the film Soy Cuba in
London on 4 May. The SWP’s main
commentator on Cuba, Professor Mike
Gonzalez, was due to talk about the
film but did not show up. Two of his
acolytes were there in his stead to par-
rot the line - they said nothing about
the film. The customary wares of ‘nota
mass revolution', led by ‘an elite that
continues to govern' were peddled.
But what was most striking was their
argument that Cuba was a threat to
the rising movement in Latin America
that must not take Cuba as its model.
When did Cuba ever seek to impose a
model on other countries? This attack
on Cuba is intended to work against
the necessary unity of the movements
In Latin America precisely at a time
when they are uniting and must do so
to survive and advance. The US Navy
Is resurrecting its fourth flest in the
Caribbean with the intention of threat-
ening Cuba, Venezuela, Bolivia and
Ecuador. The SWP arguments are
characteristic of a Trojan Horse for
imperialism that dresses up reaction in
the language of socialism.

Trevor Rayne

B ——



auline Gampbell
fighter for justice

FRF is deeply saddened by the death on 15 May of Pauline Campbell, who for five years
had fought an unrelenting struggle to expose the inhumane treatment of women
prisoners. Following the death in 2003 of her 18-year-old daughter Sarah — the youngest
of six women who died in Styal that year — Pauline began a campaign of direct action to
expose the British prison system’s complete lack of care for vulnerable women. Between
April 2004 and April 2008 every time a woman prisoner died, she staged a
demonstration outside the prison — 28 demonstrations in all. RCG comrades regularly
attended those at Styal, New Hall, Holloway and Durham prisons. Pauline was arrested
15 times and charged five times. The latest charges were recently dropped and we
reprint below an article Pauline sent to FRFI just days before her death.

auline was completely non-

sectarian. She lobbied MPs,

spoke to parliamentary commit-

tees, emailed journalists, ad-
dressed conferences, marched with
other relatives of people who had died
in custody and demonstrated along-
side peace campaigners, communists,
anarchists and feminists. She wrote
regularly for FRFI, as well as for
many other publications.

Eric Allison writes:
I was fortunate to consider Pauline
Campbell a close friend. Since her
death, I have been inundated with
phone calls from people bereft at her
Passing — from a woman in her late
seventies, who joined Pauline on the
campaign trail and mourns the loss of
2 passionate and dedicated leader, to a
‘young ex-prisoner, who viewed her as
a surrogate mother. Because, despite
her personal grief, Pauline always
found room to comfort relatives of
others who had died in custody and
guide them through the legal mine-
field that obstructs the search for truth.
Few in the new Ministry of Justice
will mourn her. She met the criminal

justice system head on and became a
constant, sharp thorn in its side. Her
direct action in blocking access to the
prison she was demonstrating outside
created a huge dilemma for the system;
should it prosecute her and make her a
martyr; or release her without charge,
knowing full well that, come the death
of another woman prisoner, Pauline
would be back, confronting the system
at full tilt? The police would often
employ dirty tactics, such as kecping
her in a cell until the early hours of
the morning — for the heinous offence
of obstructing the highway. If they
thought this would deter her they badly
miscalculated her determination.

During the five years that Pauline
took on the system, it was easy to for-
get that she was a grieving mother,
who had lost her only child. They say
that time is a great healer, but the pain
of her loss must have attacked her
every day and every single day that
she carried the banner was a day that
her grief was stirred up yet again. 1
suspect that, in the end, she was sim-
ply very tired.

Rest in peace, Pauline, you were a
true warrior.

CPS backs down

My letter published in FRFI 202 (April/
May 2008) urged readers to write to
the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)
in Crewe to question how the prose-
cution against me could possibly be
in the public interest.

Following written representations
to the CPS and Attorney General, |
can report that the charge has been
dropped, and my three-day criminal
trial scheduled for July 2008 can-
celled. | am aware that FRFI readers
have written letters to protest against
this senseless prosecution, and |
should like to place on record my
thanks.

This prosecution should never
have reached court in the first place.
Both the CPS and the court were
made aware that | am a bereaved
mother, and that my only child had
died at the hands of the state. This
particular attempt to criminalise and
punish me was especially cruel, as |
was arrested outside Styal, the prison
responsible for my daughter's death
in 2003. Lisa Marley, a young mother
held on remand at Styal, died on 23
January 2008, and | was arrested and

Pauline Campbell protesting outside Holloway prison at the death of a woman prisoner

charged with obstructing the high-
way - a charge which | denied —at the
demonstration to protest against her
death.

Aside from the vindictive nature of
this prosecution, the case has raised
a number of issues. All along, the
Crown had argued that the case was
in the public interest. At each of my
three court appearances, and in a
three-page letter to the CPS in March
2008, | argued to the contrary, and
challenged their assertion that the
case had passed the public interest
test. After three months they caved in
but it is unclear to me why it took so
long for them to see the light.

The case also highlights difficul-
ties defendants face when applying
for legal aid. My application for legal
aid had been refused; apparently on
the grounds it had not met the criteria
necessary to meet the ‘interests of
justice’ test. At each hearing, | had to
attend court without a solicitor, which
was enormously stressful. 1am nota
lawyer and have had no legal training.
It is an affront to the principle of
access to justice that anyone should
have to stand criminal trial and attend
pre-trial reviews without legal repre-
sentation. Yet whenever | attended
court, the Crown was represented by
a lawyer. | fail to understand how a
defendant in a criminal trial can ade-
quately represent themselves. It defies
common sense. How can justice be

achieved when there is clear inequal-
ity of arms?

There is a growing loss of confi-
dence in our criminal justice system,
which is hardly surprising. When laid
bare, the system is frequently re-
vealed as unjust and unfair and it is
crucial that people speak out against
this injustice.

But bringing pressure to bear on
the authorities can and does work, as
my case illustrates. The idiom ‘the
pen is mightier than the sword’ tells
us that words and communication are
more powerful than wars and fight-
ing. When faced with a prosecution
and an attempt to criminalise me |
will always fight my comer with
strong words, and an even stronger
determination to ensure that justice
prevails.

Pauline Campbell

Bereaved mother of Sarah

Elizabeth Campbell, 18, who died on
‘suicide watch’ in Styal Prison's
segregation unit, 2003

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! is
supporting a demonstration called
by No More Prisons outside Styal
prison on Sunday 10 August 1-3pm
to remember all the women and
men who have died in British
prisons and to honour Pauline’s
memory and contribution to the
struggle.

US political prisoners’
long struggle for justice

In 2007 the US prison population rose to an all-time high of 2.3 million. More
than one in every 100 adults in the US is now a prisoner. One in 106 white men
one in 36 Hispanic and a staggering one in 15 black men are behind bars.
Among black men aged 20-34, the figure rises still further to one in nine.

uried deep in the bowels of
this massive prison system are
political prisoners whom the
US govern-ment has tried unsuc-
cessfully to silence. The most inter-
nationally well known is Mumia
Abu Jamal but there are many oth-

ers. Following the article in the last i

FRFI about the Lucasville Fl\ig (see

Ruchell Cinque Maglo
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longest servmg poh
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On 7 August 1970 Ruchell was at
Marin Court House, San Rafael, Cali-
fornia, as a witness for Jamcs McClain,

of charges he has remained in prison
cver since and continues to campaign
vociferously for his freedom.
Write to Ruchell Cinque Magee
3A5-142 #A92051, BOX 3461, CSP
Corcoran CA 93212, USA.

Unleashing the power

of the people - call for
international boycott

to support Mumia

In light of the adverse ruling by a
three-judge panel for the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals denying Mumia Abu
Jamal a new trial and an evidentiary
hearing, many of his supporters are
outraged and weighing the pros and
cons of what must be done to create
the circumstances for his speedy
release. At a press conference outside
the Federal Court in Philadelphia,
Sista Pam Africa hit the nail on the
head when she so forcefully said: ‘The
power of the people has to be
unleashed because what the court did

- was wrong!’

Bemg an activist and a revolution-
I'm totally convinced that
‘g [ ngeymg is that the

t come off and the people
loose to fight fire with

- Abdullah Hasan # R130-559,
- Ohio State Penitentiary 878
- Coitsville-Hubbard Read

European Union and other countries
interested in the quality of justice
should be sought. Such a stand will
serve as a supplement to the work
Mumia’s lawyers and supporters are
vigorously engaged in to save his
life.

In a capitalistic society that prides
itself on its superpower status, eco-
nomic power and military might are
the only languages this imperialistic
government seems to respect and
understand. Therefore, the heat must
be tumned up if we are ever going to
acquire justice for Mumia,

The appellate courts have never
heard the newly discovered evidence
of his innocence. They have always
found some flimsy excuse to repress
it. In a case of actual innocence, the
courts are under obligation to hear
newly discovered evidence, but such
has never happened in Mumia’s case.

Justice in Mumia’s case is long,
long overdue. It's been 26 years and
it’s now time for the world to become
morally courageous by stepping up to
the plate and demanding justice for
our elder Mumia Abu Jamal.

From death row, this is Siddique
Abdullah Hasan

Write to Mumia Abu Jamal
#AM-8335, SCI Greene,

175 Progress Drive, Waynesburg,
PA 15370, USA and Siddique




FRFI ‘banned from May Day’

by Labour sectarians

FRFI comrades in all areas joined the an-
nual May Day international workers’ day
demonstrations. In London we marched
with Turkish communists and Latin Am-
erican community activists. In Edinburgh
comrades marched with banners of Che
Guevara and the Cuban 5. In Manches-
ter FRFI and North West Asylum Seck-
ers Defence Group NWASDG joined the
demonstration there.

In Newecastle Tyneside Community
Action for Refugees (TCAR), Rock
Around the Blockade (RATB) and FRFI
formed a militant anti-imperialist con-
tingent on the annual Tyne and Wear
May Day march. Advertised speakers
for the end rally included Colin Moses,
Chair of the Prison Officers Association
(POA). The POA is currently in dispute
over the pay and conditions of its mem-
bers, which are under attack, as are those
of all public sector workers. However, as
FRFI has consistently pointed out, POA
members are at the forefront of attacking
and abusing prisoners and the union
unashamedly defends those who are
caught doing so. It also campaigns for
greater weaponry with which to inflict

part he would have us removed by the
police.

Three wecks later a comrade in
TCAR received the following email:

‘Dear comrades

1t has come to my attention that the or-
ganisation who are promoting the North-
em Conference Against Racism have
attacked the Prison Officers Association
at the recent May Day Rally in New-
castle. The “Tyneside Community Action
For Refugees”, who are organising the
conference, along with the “Fight Rac-
ism! Fight Imperialism!” group and the
“Rock around the Blockade” campaign
for Cuba are all fronts for the Revo-
lutionary Communist Group. While the
LRC supports any measures which raise
the consciousness and awareness of
these issues and defends the right of any
organisation to pursue them in their own
way, ie fronts etc, we cannot condone a
blatant attack upon fellow Trades Union-
ists in such a negative way. Specifically;
a banner was raised at the May Day
Rally by the group, accusing the POA of
being “enemies of the working class”,

pain, including on imprisoned children.
FRFI supporters erected a banner
behind their stall reading ‘POA — enemy
of the working class’ and distributed
leaflets exposing the racist, anti-working
class nature of the POA. We called for
solidarity with the prisoners who have
experienced systematic abuse over
decades by POA members. No one ex-
pressed any objection to our banner or
leaflets until the rally had finished when
Martin Levy, chair of the May Day
Committee and Communist Party of
Britain (CPB) member, demanded that
we take down the banner immediately or
face being ‘banned from May Day” next
year, fuming that if we attempted to take

7 .
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(' All over the
country Rock ar-
ound the Blockade
groups are busy organis-

ing lively and informative events, bring-
ing together people of all ages in support
of socialist Cuba. Find out what’s been
going on near you and check the events
list to see what’s coming up.

The first instinct of sectarians is to cover up for the Labour Party

which is clearly false from start to finish,
being that the POA is an important sec-
tion of the said “working class”. How
can a section of the “working class” be
“enemies” of itself?

While some will be critical of some
of the leaders of our movement, we can-
not allow these sentiments and criticisms
to be confused with the people they rep-
resent, ie the working class. The slogan
“POA — encmies of the working class”
makes no sense!

The LRC stands for the unity of all
campaigns, both in the Labour Party and
in the community, which seeks to unite
and bond together opposition to attacks
on the Trades Union movement and

displaying banners in support of the
Cuban Five and the Cuban Revolution.
Dundee comrades have screened a series
of films exploring the revolutionary demo-
cratic movements in Latin America. On
3] May, an RATB day school at Glas-
gow University looked at Reyolution
and Socialism in Latin America, RATB
activists across Scotland are building for
a demonstration in support of the Cuban
Five on 26 July in Edinburgh, including
a protest outside the US consulate.

builds solidarity with those who fight for
the principles of socialism upon which
the movement was founded and which
continue to develop.

The Fight Racism! Fight Imperial-
ism! group and the RCG have been
banned from next year’s rally.

Fraternally, Steve Brown, LRC North-
em Region Co-ordinator’.

Some of this nonsense is not worth even
engaging with. but the attacks by both
Martin Levy (CPB) and Steve Brown of
the Labour Representation Commitice
(LRC) on FRFI have to be understood in
the context that their organisations have
consistently supported and covered up for
the imperialist British Labour Party. The
CPB is commilted to the ‘parliamentary
road to socialism’ and the LRC’s entire
reason for existence is ‘rebuilding the
Labour Party’. These organisations nomi-
nally oppose the occupation of Iraq and
Afghanistan, but do nothing to dissuade
anyone from joining the party leading that
occupation. Both call for a vote for
Labour in elections and the LRC actively
recruits members to it. Similarly, while
they would never publicly own up to sup-
porting brutality against prisoners, in real-
ity they do nothing to support those who
are beaten or murdered by prison officers.
Instead they defend the ‘rights’ of the bru-
talisers. Labour has introduced 3,000 new
criminal offences and the gap between
rich and poor has increased. As a result of
this inequality, alienation and repression
the prison population has spiralled out of
control. The overwhelming majority of
prisoners are poor and working class. So-

called left organisations like the CPB

and LRC not only fail to support those at

the sharp end of state repression, but

when their view is challenged, reach for

the same weapons their Labour Party

taskmasters would employ — censorship

and threats to call the police.

May Day is international workers’
day. It belongs to the workers — all of
us. Not to the CPB, the LRC or anyone
else. They are in no position to ‘ban us
from May Day’ as though it were their
personal property. It is not our analysis
that is confused, as Mr Brown suggests.
We are clear. We defend the working
class. As our article on last year's POA
strike said: ‘Most prison officers are
from the working class but, like the
police, they are hired to protect the rul-
ing class by enforcing its laws and pun-
ishing those who do not obey them.
They are the defenders of inequality
and privilege.’

from Newecastle, Sunderland, Manches-
ter and Glasgow. They discussed the
wider international context, the theory
and practice of the Cuban Revolution
and its relevance to building a movement
for socialism in Britain,

London

Educational meetings took place on 15
April and 13 May based around the
RATB pamphlet, Revolutionary Cuba:
the streets are ours. At the first of these
Helen Yaffe from the Institute for the
Study of the Americas introduced the
history of Cuba up to 1959. The second
meeting looked at the period from 1959

Fight racism!

Despite such scctarian attacks repara-
tions are well underway for the Northern
Conference Against Racism, being or-
ganised by TCAR on 21 June in New-
castle, Organisations around the country
have expressed their support. The con-
ference is a vital step in building al-
liances against the continuing attacks
of the racist Labour government. Visit
www.tynesidecarn.co.uk to book your
ticket in advance.

In Manchester comrades from FRFT
and NWASDG held a ‘speak-out against
racism’ on 10 May and in Lendon FRFI
continues to demonstrate monthly at Com-
munications House Immigration Report-
ing Centre and has supported recent
demonstrations against deportations to

detention centre.

Free Palestine!

15 May 2008 was the 60th anniversary
of the creation of the Israeli state. In
London comrades joined the march for
Palestine on 12 May and on 15 May held
a Street University outside Britain’s big-
gest retail sponsor of Israel — Marks &
Spencer on Oxford Street with talks, the-
atre and music, spreading the news to the
British public about the history of the
occupation. A similar demonstration out-
side and inside M&S in Newcastle called
for an end to the siege of Gaza and all
British support for Israel. Come and join

us in solidarity with the Palestinian people!

EVENTS

LONDON

Tuesdays 3 June and 1 July 1-2pm
Demonstrate against Labour’s racist
immigration laws

Communications House

0ld Street, EC1 (Nearest tube Old Street)

Saturday 14 June 12-3pm

Breaking the chains - international
solidarity with prisoners :
Trafalgar Square north pavement

Free the Cuban 5! Close Guantanamo Bay

prison camp! Free Mumia Abu Jamal!
Close Britain’s detention centres!

Saturday 19 July 12-5pm

Day of discussion and debate

Housing, health and education in times
of capitalist crisis

Venue to be confirmed

Every Thursday 6-8pm

Demonstration for Palestine —
Boycott M&S

Qutside Marks & Spencer, Oxford Street
(Nearest tube Marble Arch)

For further details call 020 7837 1688 or
07790 896 430

Or email northlondon@rcgfrfi.plus.com /
eastlondon@rcgfrfi.plus.com

NEWCASTLE

Saturday 21 June 10.30am-5.30pm
Northern Conference Against Racism
Organised by Tyneside Community Action
for Refugees

Northumbria Student Union,

2 Sandyford Road
www.tynesidecam.co.uk — details/tickets

Every Safurday 3pm

Weeldy meeting of Tyneside
community Action for Refugees
Downstairs at Amnesty Bookshop,
bottom of Westgate Road. Monihly
general meetings in St Thomas Church,
Haymarket.
tynesidecam@yahoo.co.uk 07989 879310

FRF holds street actions in Newcastle every
Saturday 11am-2pm and other stalls
around the region: call or email for details
Phone: 07858 346 276

Email: friinortheast@goolgemail.com
Website: www.friinortheast.co.uk

MANCHESTER

Saturday 31 May, 1pm
NWASDG Public Meeting
Friends Meeting House

Behind Central Library

Details 07779 189 794 or email
fightback_05@yahoo.com

north London. The organising and edu-
cational meetings will continue on a
monthly basis (next events: 10 June and
8 July) and are open to all those who

Email office@ratb.orguk to get in-
volved in an existing RATB group, or to
start one near you.

support socialist Cuba.
LONDON Sunday 20 July, 2pm
Tuesdays 10 June and 8 July 7.30pm Cine Revolution film showing: Soy Cuba
Rock around the Blockade monthly Cross Street Chapel, Cross Street
educational and campalgn meeting

Venue to be confirmed
Saturday 26 July 12-3pm
te 55 ye

United States Consulate, Regent Terrace

Saturday 26 July, 12 noon
Protest: Hands off Cuba!
Piccadilly Gardens, City Centre

EDINBURGH

Saturday 26 July

12.30-2pm Street protest - defend
soclalist Cuba!

Duke of Wellington Statue, Junction of
Princes’s Street/North Bridge

2.30-3 pm Rally in support of Cuban Five

Democratic Republic of Congo and in
support of protesters in Harmondsworth



CHOOSE THE

If you believe that the treach-
ery of the opportunist British
labour and trade union move-
ment must be challenged,
then there is no alternative —
Join the RCG!
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Solidarity, not
sectarianism

Il was very enlightening, if
somewhat unpleasant, to learn
from the April/May issue of FRF]
that the so-called Cuba Solidarity
Campaign (CSC) took a deliberate.
policy decision not to co-operate
with the Cuban Speaking Tour
carlier this year — was this because
they didn’t think of it first?

In the event, the Speaking Tour

LETTERS

FRFI BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3xXX
website: www.revolutionarycommunist.org

was clearly a resounding success,
with people left queuing in the street,
unable to get in to packed meetings
Congratulations to the Rock around
the Blockade (RATB) organisers for
their achievement, and many thanks
for all your hard work.

I have maintained dual
membership of the CSC and RATB
for the lnst few years, but have no
time for their divisive tactics and
have resigned from the CSC. More
strength to RATB’s elbow!

Hasta la victoria siempre!

ROGER ENSKAT
North London

Struggle for a better world

Hum:mily has struggled against
all forms of inhumanity throughout
history, leading to the modem age,
when we face the last great
struggle to get rid of all forms of
inhumanity. We live in the era of
the struggle to overthrow
capitalism and replace it with
socialism, so as to bring about a
world for the whole of humanity.
Think of a world without any
war, violence, exploitation or
oppression, a world without the
promotion of crime and the brutal
prison system. Think of a world
where the whole of humanity lives
in harmony with each other,
without the need for armies and
police, where everyone is well-
educated, where all children are
raised in a world of love without
abuse or neglect. Think of a
world where everyone’s health
and well-being is promoted, where
the health and education system
are excellent and free for all. This
world is possible and follows the
overthrow of capitalism. This
world is both necessary and
possible because it is in everyone’s
interests to bring it about.

You can contribute to this
struggle for a better world by

starting wherever you are, for an
end to the money wasted on war
and nuclear weapons to be used for
the good of the people, for a better
health system, a fairer education
system, a more just social system in
cevery detail. Every time you raise
your voice for progressive change,
you are contributing to a better
world. You can participate as an
individual or through organisations,
opposing all forms of burcaucracy
and supporting democratic
involvement and discussion to

help create a truly democratic
movement for a new social order.

The newspaper that best
respresents this great struggle is
this paper, Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! If you want to
contribute to a complete change
from rotten capitalism to genuine
socialism, then join with others
like the Revolutionary Communist
Group. I am.

It helps if you situate your
struggle in the context of the grand
sweep of history, in which
humanity’s struggle against all
forms of inhumanity has a
champion in you.

MARTYN STEVENS
South London

No to Remploy
factory closures!

A a disabled person I have
great sympathy with the workers
who are to be made redundant at
several Remploy factories in
Britain. I note that the Remploy
factory in York closed at the end
of March.

Remploy was set up by Emest
Bevan in 1946 to give sheltered
employment to mainly disabled
servi returning from the war.

| enclose paymentof £ for

__ issuesatrate
Return this form to:

FRF,
BCM Box 5909,
London WCTN 3XX

Factories were set up across the
country — but now Gordon
Brown’s government has decided
to close several of them, including
York, on a cost basis. For the first
time we have seen these workers,
in desperation, vote for strike
action to protect their jobs. Several
leading union officials have
resigned from the Labour Party
over this issue.

At last year’s Labour Party
conference it was announced that
no jobs would be lost at Remploy;

six weeks later up to 30 factories
were closed. 1 was present when
Brown said he could guarantee
redundant workers a job. But we
can guess what kind of jobs — low
paid and with poor terms and
conditions, creating further health
probl financial difficulties and
despair for these workers. One
Remploy employee, a wheelchair
user, responded: ‘I do not need a
job, Mr Brown, as I have one
already’. He and others like him
were working, paying their taxes
and doing a good job. Now many
are on the dole.

This is an absolute disgrace and
shows how low into the gutter this
government has sunk. Say no to
Remploy closures and redundancies!
Give Gordon Brown and his cabinet
their P45s instead.

ROBERT REDFORD
Lincoln

Support Peter Hakala

Ilhml:youﬁomthcbommofmy statements (the genuine one, dated

heart for sending me FRFI, which
is each time very welcome and

6.1.1986, and the two forgeries,
‘dated 10.1.1986 and 11.1.1986)

~ could not have been written by
‘orensic

¢ v

to give evidence, in a move

solicitor and facilities to record
police interviews should have been
in use.

My retrial started at the Old
Bailey but was mysteriously
moved to Southwark Crown Court
halfway. One witness was deported
back to Australia before being able

by the police.
came up

e-mall: editorial@rcgfrfi.plus.com

US PRISONERS’ STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE
Justice for Lucasville prisoners

[1 has been 15 years since the
Lucasville Prison Uprising at the
Southem Ohio Correctional
facility, where nine inmates

:Illll one p]’!‘%l?ll ].'!IJIH! were
murdered.

The search for retribution led
to an absence of justice for the
prisoners involved in the uprising.
Prosecutorial misconduct and
snitch testimony resulted in five
men on death row, and many
more serving extended sentences
for convictions related to the
uprising. Some of those convicted
negotiated with authorities,
saving officers’ and inmates’

lives, and attempting to keep the
peace,

2008 marks the 15th
Anniversary of the Lucasville
Prison Uprising, and those wrongly
convicted are still awaiting their
day in court. We ask that the
governor appoints a special
commission to investigate the
uprising, bring justice to those
who've been wrongly accused, and
bring closure to the many families
affected by the tragic events of 15
years ago.

The Lucasville Justice Project
ask that you sign the on-line
petition

(http://www.thepetitionsite. com/1/1 &

ell-gov-strickland-to-review-the-
cases-of-lucasville-prisoners)

and/or write to Ohio’s governor /
Ted Strickland at Riffe Center,
30th Floor 77 South High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6108
USA and request that he
investigate the grave injustice
surrounding the Lucasville
convictions.

Peace and solidarity,
SAADIOAH AMATULLAH HASAN
Free Siddique Abdullah Hasan
Coalition
Saadigah@freeHasan.org
www.FreeHasan.org

Being Muslim

In the aftermath of the 1993
Lucasville prison uprising, the
state of Ohio was under enormous
political pressure to bring to justice
those responsible for certain violent
crimes, including the murder of
prison guard Robert Vallandingham.
With no concrete evidence at
hand, the state of Ohio fabricated
evidence and repeatedly utilised
perjured testimony to obtain
convictions. I am one of those

is not a crime

my race, religion and Islamic
attire, all to create an atmosphere

sentence imposed on me are a
direct result of perjured testimony.
The state’s star witness — who
failed a polygraph test and was
originally charged with the guard’s
murder — testified that he

Ofpl J dice and Isl hobi
before a predominantly white,
Catholic jury.

The original uprising came out
of what had been planned as a
peaceful protest against the
Mantoux tuberculin test which
involves an injection of phenol, an
alcoholic substance that is prohibited
to Muslims. Rather than try to

innocent prisoners apprehended in
the state’s diabolical scheme.
Because of my leadership role
within the Islamic community and
my outspoken criticisms of the
oppressive prison conditions and
policies, the state sought to make
me its prime scapegoat. Thus I
became the phantom ‘ring leader’
of the uprising, although there is
ample evidence, including an
audiotape, to the contrary.

At my trial in Cincinnati (a city
notorious for its racism), the state

1t d
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date our needs or
work out a reasonable compromise,
the prison warden was set on forcing
us to have the test against our beliefs
and teachings.

While I will concede the TB test
was the last straw, the inhumane
treatment and long train of abuses
are what induced some non-
Muslims to seize the opportunity
to convert a peaceful protest into a
full-scale rebellion. But I committed
no crime, unless being a Muslim in

a non-Muslim society is a crime.
My conviction and the death

‘wi d a 45Ib Olympic weight
bar being placed on the front of the
guard’s neck, with two inmates
standing on opposite sides of it
rocking back and forth’. Yet this
evidence was completely
discredited by the chief forensic
pathologist, Dr Patrick Fardal. My
conviction is the result of the
state’s desire to take away our right
to practise our religion.

I believed that the US was a
nation of laws, for everyone, not
just a few. Such is obviously not
the case. If this gross miscarmage
of justice can happen to me, it can
happen to anyone. As Martin Luther
King said, ‘Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere’.

SIDDIQUE ABDULLAH HASAN s
R130-559

Ohio State Penitentiary, 878
Coitsville-Hubbard Road,

Youngstown, Ohio 44505-4635

Expose racist

Thc corporate media in England
encourages racism; it does so by
perpetuating lies and myths about
asylum seekers, refugees and
economic migrants ‘taking the best
jobs’, ‘scrounging off the British
taxpayer’, ‘getting the best council
houses’, ‘they’re all criminals’ etc.
Meanwhile the government can

media lies

opposition to their thievery,
profiteering and plunderous
looting of the very countries from
which many asylum seekers are
attempting to escape. Or for
working class people in this
country to begin to recognise

that the same economic system
and the same state that is waging

ratchet up attacks on asylum war on the working class
seekers, making it illegal for internationally is the one that is
asylum seekers to work, cutting attacking them.

asylum seekers’ benefits, h 2 Tyneside C ity Action
asylum seekers in some of the For Refugees (TCAR) which
worst housing in the country, campaigns against British
propagating scare stories about an imperialism and racism made a
influx of rapists, paedophiles and strong show of solidarity at the

plague infested drug dealers. Thus
they create moral panic and a
climate of fear.

These lies serve to create a
division between working class
people in England and the working
class internationally — the last thing
the ruling class wants is politically
aware and unified working class

TCAR demo on 19 January 2008.
There we witnessed yet again
sinister attempts by the police at
‘intelligence gathering'; two
protesters were arrested. Such
har must be opposed
Groups like the TCAR are not
charities and need the financial as
well as political support of the

public. At TCAR meetings, leaflets
advertising events such as film

showings and fund raising gigs are -
often on display along with

newspapers; particularly Fight

Racism! Fight Imperialism!, which

has a regular coverage in support

of the struggles of asylum seekers. =
This kind of democracy and the
publicising and information

sharing it encourages need funding

in order to print and distribute.

There are those who would like ;

to silence an alternative,

independent, non-corporate

economic analysis. If the _
oppressed ask nicely for the door .
to be opened and to be let in from
the cold, concessions might be
made, but only as long as those
asking for those concessions do so
knowing the door can be slammed
shut in their faces at any time. If o
like Malcolm X you not only
demand that the door be flung open
but want to rip down the wall that
supports it — you will be silenced.

DEAN ADCROFT
Newcastie

London WC1N 3XX

Please send me ___ copies of Revolutionary Cuba: the streets are ours.
| enclose a cheque for € payable to Rock around the Blockade.

Revolutionary Cuba: the streets are ours :

The fully revised and updated Rock around the Blockade pamphiet, covering everything you need to know about
the Cuban Revolution, from Columbus to Batista, the Bay of Pigs invasion to the Battie of Ideas.

Misinformation about Cuba is everywhere, from the mainstream media to the so-called British left. Counter the
lies and distortion by informing yourself. Buy your copy today for only £3.95 inc p&p

Fill out the form below and return it to RATB c/o FRFI, BCM Box 5909,




: m Labour launches Points Based

System to contro

PBS is aimed at non-EU migrants
The five categorics are:

Tier 1: Highly Skilled individuals.
Tier 2: Skilled workers with a job
offer in the UK.

Tier 3: Limited numbers of low
skilled workers needed 10 fill tempo-
rary labour shortages

Tier 4: Students

Tier 5: Youth mobility and temporary
workers allowed to come to Britain for
non-economic objectives

To qualify for entry clearance or
extend their leave to remain in Britain,
would-be migrants have to score en-
ough points under various headings.
Points are awarded according to crite-
ria such as; Attributes, Maintenance,
and English Language Ability.

Under ‘Antributes’  prospective
migrants can score points by obtaining
a certificate of sponsorship from their
future employer. Tier 2 workers must
have a job offer to qualify and Tier 3
must have sponsorship from an em-
ployer. Under the “Maintenance’ sec-
tion, migrants score points by showing
they have funds in a bank account to
support their stay in the UK. In all
tiers points are awarded for criteria
that indicate that the individual is
likely to comply with immigration re-
quirements.

Tier 3 (low skilled workers) is
designed to replace current schemes
such as the Secasonal Agricultural
Workers Scheme and the Sectors
Based Scheme, however the govern-
ment is currently saying that its intro-
duction will be suspended indefi-
nitely. Presumably, for the time being,
there is sufficient cheap labour from

The Points Based System (PBS) for Immigration
was launched by the Labour government in
February 2008 to ensure ‘only the best can work
in Britain’. According to the Home Office migrant
workers contribute an estimated £6 billion to the
country’s wealth. ALYSE THOMPSON reports.

the EU to meet the needs of employers
who hire low/unskilled, seasonal la-
bour. Tier 3 will only be introduced if
there is a shortage of cheap EU labour
Tiers 3 and 5 are only temporary rout-
es and once a migrant is assigned to
one of these tiers they cannot switch
to another tier. Unskilled migrants are
not allowed to bring dependants and
Tier 3 1s to be applied only to migrants
from countries which have signed a
‘returns agreement’ with Britain.

The PBS will have an impact on all
migrants to Britain, as it will be a fur-
ther sanction for discrimination on
grounds of race, as preference is given
to UK and EU workers, who are pre-
dominantly white.

The PBS will mean that migrant
workers will be in a very vulnerable
position in relation to their employ-
ment. Reliance on the sponsor system
will mean that the workers are tied to
their employers and therefore open to
exploitation and abuse. There are
many reported cases of domestic wor-
kers being held against their will, in
appalling working conditions, with
their documents withheld and treated
like slaves. Now a migrant worker in
such a position would be tied to their
employer and denied the right to find

employment elsewhere. This is surely
nothing other than ‘bonded labour’.

However, workers” rights do not
feature on the Labour government’s
agenda, which is to ensure that immi-
gration is tightly controlled and used
to the maximum benefit for capital-
ism. This is being achieved by institut-
ing a neatly engineered system which
‘cherry picks’ from poorer countries
highly skilled professionals who have
cost Britain nothing to train, whilst at
the same time ensuring a steady flow
of cheap labour on demand. This
potential cheap labour force, which
waits in the wings in case EU labour
becomes insufficient or too costly,
consists of unskilled, poor, working
class migrants who will be denied any
right to stay permanently or to access
basic services such as health care and
welfare provision.

The PBS is the latest in a plethora
of new policies and laws that prevent
migration to the UK that is not of eco-
nomic benefit to the ruling class.
Having not long before changed the
name of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Directorate into the Border and
Immigration Agency, in April the
Home Office changed the name again
to the UK Border Agency. The press

ORMAN

0n 20 April the Ethnic Catering Alliance demonstrated in Trafalgar Square against the

| immigration

introduction of the PBS, which prevents workers from countries such as India, Bangladesh
and China coming to Britain to work in the restaurant industry

release accompanying the change is
full of talk of ‘toughness” and ‘polic-
ing’, stating that the Agency ‘will pro-
tect our borders, control migration for
the benefit of the country, prevent bor-
der tax fraud, smuggling and immi-
gration crime .. The new 25,000
strong organisation includes more
than 9,000 warranted officers operat-
ing in local communities, at the border
and across 135 countries worldwide,
with wide ranging search, seizure and

detention powers.” On 19 May the
Border Agency announced plans for a
further 1,500 places in immigration
detention centres and that it would
better its current performance of
removing one ‘illegal immigrant...
every eight minutes’.

The points-based system of entry
and the ruthless attack and expulsion
of those not needed by British capital-
ism go hand in hand and must be
opposed. | |

0On 24 April, armed police and immigration
officials broke down the doors of a number
of shops owned by Latin American
migrants, predominantly from Ecuador, in
Elephant and Castle, south London, in a
city-wide trawl for so-called ‘illegal work-
ers'. Children who were off school because
of the teachers' strike that day saw their
parents pushed up against the wall, intimi-
dated and freated as criminals. Jimena
Espinoza, wife of Ecuadorian community
activist Paul Fierro, was taken into custody
along with their young son and kept in a
prison cell for two days. Espinoza was put
under huge pressure fo call her husband,
who gave himself up. The family, whose
asylum application had been rejected,
were taken 10 a detention centre in Dover.

Paul Fierro was an activist with the
Ecuadorian Movement in the UK who had

worked tirelessly on campaigns such as
Documentation for All Workers and on com-
munity radio Radio Vision and Centinela de
Sur. Despite well-organised protests by the
Ecuadorian community, with banners
declaring ‘No one is illegal', ‘Human rights
for all migrants’, ‘We are not criminals; we
just want to work’, he and his family were
deported to Ecuador on 14 May. The crack-
down on undocumented workers follows
new legislation introduced in February and
these brutal raids can be expected to con-
tinue. The campaign will continue to protest
at the savage attacks on their community,
and to fight for equal treatment for all work-
ers.

For information about future events e-mail
info@movimientoecuador.co,uk

Cat Wiener

Ecuadorian migrant workers marching
against the war in Iraq, March 2008

More protests in immigration detention

Harmondsworth

On 1 April immigration detainees at
Harmondsworth Immigration Remov-
al Centre (IRC) began a hunger strike
and peaceful protest about their condi-
tions and treatment and the way in
which their asylum applications were
being dealt with under the fast-track
system. On 5 April the protest was
violently repressed by prison officers
in riot gear, who stormed the centre
and beat protesters; at least 30 were
taken away, either to the segregation
T L s

fiveto.

going to prison... Getting to prison the
officers told us immigration told them
we were rioting, There was nothing
like a riot. What happened is that peo-
ple went on hunger strike. Even the
immigration officers that came to
address us said they are happy it is a
peaceful protest’ .

We have also spoken to a detainee
still in Harmondsworth, who was
beaten and moved to the Colnbrook
punishment block. He is anxious to
find out where the detainees in crimi-
nal prisons are and has asked FRFI to
appeal for prisoners reading this to let
us know the details of anyone whg

“arrived from Harmondsworth on

%

Dmmmﬂonlnumnomunmm«ﬂ:
hunger strikers, 16 2008

There have been ongoing protests at
Yarls Wood, where single women and
families are held. Women say that
they are held in cramped confinement,
‘meanin g viruses spread quickly; that

iﬁ'" h babies’ bottles in

Housing: racism
and poverty in Glasgow

‘The housing shortage is no accident; it is a
necessary institution and it can be abolished together
with all its effects on health, etc only if the whole
social order from which it springs is fundamentally

refashioned.” Engels

In May 2008, for the first time in 20
years, Glasgow City Council forcibly
imposed a closure order on a private
property. Infested with cockroaches,
damp, with no heating or hot water,
sinks unconnected and no working
toilet, the two-room tenement flat was
home to a Slovak Roma family of four
adults and seven children.

The owner, Mohammed Aslam, is
reported to rent out around 60 slum
flats in south Glasgow. Many are in
Govanhill, a traditional working-class
area that has scen generations of
immigrants — Jewish, Irish, Asian. In
the past two years, Roma migrants
have settled there, fleeing persecution
and unemployment. Despite what the
tabloids, might say, far from taking up
social housing, the new immigrants
have been largely forced into squalid,
overcrowded, privately-owned slums.
There are 600 private flats in the arca
below tolerable standard. Anne Lear,
of Govanhill Housing Association
told the Glasgow Herald of people
‘paying up to £650 a month for an
unimproved flat that might have cock-
roaches, rats, bed bugs or a leaking
roof, or where the cooker has to be
used in lieu of heating’, comparing
conditions to slum deprivation of the
1960s. Many homes are tied to
employment and if work dries up
accommodation is withdrawn and
migrant workers are thrown on to the
street.

Govanhill housing conditions have
been a problem for a long time, with
decaying  closes, leaking  roofs,

smashed windows, piles of rubbish,
rats and open sewage pipes. Housing
associations have carried out repairs
on 2,000 flats in recent years, but
many are falling back into disrepair
In a familiar pattern, the anger of
white and Asian residents over grow-
ing poverty and inequality is increas-
ingly directed towards the new immi-
grants, Outside of the city centre,
Govanhill had the highest number of
racially motivated attacks in Glasgow
for 2006/7.

With fewer people able to afford to
buy property as credit tightens, and
with an oversupply of larger, middle-
class flats, rents for one and two-bed-
room flats have shown the highest
monthly increases ever. Dozens of
massive tower blocks are being
demolished, with not nearly enough
social housing to replace them
Asylum seekers continue to be housed
by the council in homes deemed unfit
for anyone clse, or by private corpora-
tions like Angel housing group; but in
the absence of any campaign for
decent housing for all, the provision of
any housing for immigrants remains a
catalyst for racism and fascism.

Despite all this, there are examples
of anti-racist, working class solidarity.
In 2007, asylum seckers and local res-
idents in Pollokshaws, south Glasgow
successfully united against attempts to
eviet and rehouse asylum seckers.
Only such united community action
can overcome the complete destruc-
tion of all social provision for the
working class, Joseph Eskovitchl
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